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RULES FOR MASONIC DATES 

1. Ancient Craft Masons. — Add 4000 to the current year, thus: 
A. D. I9o8+4000=A. \ L.\ (Anno Lucis— year of light) 5908. 

2. Royal Arch Masons. — Add 530 to the current year, thus: 
A. D. i9o8+530=A. . I.'. (Anno Inventionis — year of discovery; 
2308. 

3. Royal and Select Masters. — Add 1000 to the current year, 
thus: A. D. i9o8+iooo=AV Dep\ (Anno Depositionis — year of 
deposit) 2908. 

4. Knights Templar. — Subtract 11 18 from the current year, 
thus: A. D. 1908 — iii8=AV Ov (Anno Ordinis — year of the 
Order) 790. 
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TRANSACTIONS 

OF THE 



Grand Council Royal and Select Masters 

OF THE 

STATE OF MICHIGAN. 

(Organized in Masonic Hall, Detroit, January ffih,A. D. 1858, A. Dtp. 2858.) 



FIFTIETH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY. 



FIRST DAY— EVENING SESSIpN. 

Detroit } Mich., \ 

Monday, May 18, 1908, V 

7 130 O'clock, P. M. ) 

©pentng- 

The fiftieth annual assembly of the Grand Council 
Royal and Select Masters of Michigan was called to order 
at 7:30 o'clock P. M. May 18, 1908, in Masonic Temple, 
in the city of Detroit. M. I. Grand Master Frank O. 
Gilbert presiding. 



<3ran& Officers present. 

Frank O. Gilbert, M. I. Grand Master. 
Charles H. Patterson, Deputy Grand Master. 
Emory Townsend, Grand Principal Conductor of 
Work. 

Charles M. Norton, Grand Treasurer. 
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4 GRAND COUNCIL OF 

Charles A. Conover, Grand Recorder. 
Rev. William H. Thomas, as Grand Chaplain. 
Arthur H. McCloud, Grand Lecturer. 
William P. Perry, Grand Captain of Guard. 
John Nichol, Grand Conductor of Council. 
Frank P. Wilcox, Grand Steward. 
James F. McGregor, Grand Sentinel. 

The Grand Recorder reporting that there were a con- 
stitutional number of Councils represented, the Grand Coun- 
cil was opened in AMPLE FORM by the M. I. Grand 
Master, with prayer by the Grand Chaplain. 



<3ran& Cbaplatru 

The Grand Recorder announced the receipt of the fol- 
lowing telegram from Companion J. Ambrose Dunkel : 

Saginaw, Mich., May 18, 1908. 
C. A. Conover, 

Wayne Hotel, Detroit, Mich. : 
Cannot come; do not re-elect me; I am disappointed as you 
are. J. A. Dunkel. 

The M. I. Grand Master then appointed Rev. William 
H. Thomas as Grand Chaplain for this annual assembly. 



1Roll Call. 

The Grand Recorder then called the roll of Grand 
Council, after which as Credential Committee he reported 
the following members present and entitled to seats in Grand 
Council : 

GRAND OFFICERS. 

Frank O. Gilbert, M. I. Grand Master. 

Charles H. Patterson, Deputy Grand Master. 

Emory Townsend, Grand Principal Conductor of Work. 

Charles M. Norton, Grand Treasurer. 

Charles A. Conover, Grand Recorder. 

Rev. William H. Thomas, as Grand Chaplain. 

Arthur H. McCloud, Grand Lecturer. 
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ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS. 5 

William P. Perry, Grand Captain of Guard. 
John Nichol, Grand Conductor of Council. 
Frank P. Wilcox, Grand Steward. 
James F. McGregor, Grand Sentinel. 

PAST M. I. GRAND MASTERS. 

David Woodward, George A. Cross, 

William G. Hudson, George P. McMahon, 

James H. Cummins, .Charles M. Norton, 

Alfred Baldrey, George D. Smith, 

Thomas G. Greene, Ithamer T. Smith, 

Travers Phillips, John H. Kingsley, 

Horace E. Hatch, Dallas D. Alton, 

Frank N. Clark, Bayard A. Church, 

Emerson M. Newell, Arthur H. McCloud. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE. 
James H. Cummins, Emerson M. Newell, Horace E. Hatch. 

JURISPRUDENCE COMMITTEE. 
Lou B. Winsor, Charles Cottrell, Fred W. Blake. 

COMMITTEE ON CHARTERS AND DISPENSATIONS. 
John H. McCallum, William M. Booth, Charles J. Gray. 

COMMITTEE ON OBITUARIES. 
Fred T. Dryer. 

CORRESPONDENCE COMMITTEE. 
Charles A. Conover. 

MASONIC HOME BOARD OF CONTROL. 
Elias C. Phillips, John H. Kingsley, Arthur H. McCloud. 

CRYPTIC MANUAL COMMITTEE. 
Frank N: Clark, John H. Kingsley, Dallas D. Alton. 

REPRESENTATIVES OF COUNCILS. 

Monroe, No. i — Edward N. Pagelsen, T. I. M., Harry J. Walker, 

D. M, William E. Bonnett, P. C. W. 
Pontiac No. 3 — Lafayette Bostwick* T. I. M., Louis B. Arnold, D. 

M., John Parkinson, proxy for P.. C. W. 
River Raisin, No. 4— John D. Pherdun, T. I. M., E. C. Post, proxy 

for P. C. W. 
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6 GRAND COUNCIL OF 

Jonesville, No. 5. — Fred T. Dryer, T. I. M., Chas. E. Cronk, proxy 

for D. M. 
Mt. Moriah, No. 6 — H. A. Close, proxy for T. I. M., Charles A. 

Conover, D. M., C. E. Wise, proxy for P. C. W. 
Mt. Clemens, No. 8 — George H. Nichols, T. I. M., Alvin P. Grimm, 

D. M., James Taylor, P. C W. 
Zabud, No. 9— A. J. McRae, T. I. M. 
Tyre, No. 10 — Charles D. Sharrow, proxy for T. I. M. 
Union, No. 11— William Webb, proxy for T. I. M., D. P. Sullivan, 

proxy for D. M. 
Ionia, No. 12 — E. W. Moore, proxy for T. I. M., W. H. Thomas, 

proxy for D. M. 
Sturgis, No. 13 — C. J. Lockwood, proxy for T. I. M. 
Mt. Ararat, No. 15— W. P. Perry, T. I. M., R. W. Hayes, proxy 

for D. M., G. W. Sly, proxy for P. C. W. 
Putnam, No. 16 — Charles E. Kirkup, D. M., and proxy for T. I. M. 
Adrian, No. 18 — Sherman F. Finch, T. I. M. 
Niles, No. 19 — Howard Rose, proxy for T. I. M. 
Saginaw, No. 20 — Wm. F. Denfeld, proxy for T. I. M. 
St. Johns, No. 21— W. H. Field, proxy for T. I. M., F. W.* Goodes, 

proxy for D. M. 
Portland, No. 23 — Asa Newman, proxy for T. I. M., Joseph Morse, 

D. M. 
Adoniram, No. 24 — B. G. Lovejoy, proxy for T. I. M. 
King Solomon, No. 25 — A. S. Hudson, proxy for T. I. M. 
Clinton, No. 26 — Edward VanDeMark, T. I. M. 
Oceana, No. 27 — H. F. Sands, proxy for T. I. M. 
Lansing, No. 29 — Edward J. Wright, T. I. M., Herschel B. Lazell, 

D. M., C. A. Parker, proxy for P. C. W. 
Jackson, No. 32 — Joseph E. Noll, T. I. M., LeRoy Northrup, D. M., 

H. C. Bailey, proxy for P. C. W. 
Ithaca, No. 33— J. Lee Potts, T. I. M. 
Blanchard, No. 34 — C. B. Mize, proxy for T. I. M. 
Union City, No. 35 — Charles E. Day, proxy for T. I. M. 
Charlotte, No. 36— H. S. Maynard, proxy for D. M. and P. C. W. 
Nebuzaradan, No. 37 — D. J. Everhart, proxy for T. I. M. 
Corunna, No. 38 — Frank L. Johnson, T. I. M., John A. Robertson, 

D. M., C. E. Welch, proxy for P. C W. 
Holly, No. 39 — Samuel H. Mothersill, proxy for T. I. M., John H. 

Alger, Jr., D. M., Albert Gilbert, proxy for P. C. W. 
Lapeer, No. 42 — James Wier, T. I. M., William Abbott, proxy for . 

D. M. 
Lawrence, No. 43 — George A. Cross, T. I. M., Edwin W. Plopper, 

D. M. 
St. Joseph, No. 44 — Samuel J. Quade, P. C. W., and proxy for T. 

I. M. 
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South Haven, No. 45 — George C. Monroe, T. I. M., B. G. Green, 
proxy for D. M., N. C. Tall, proxy for P. C. W. 

Manistee, No. 46 — Christian B. Jentoft, T. I. M. 

Ludington, No. 48 — Augustus D. Woodward, T. I. M. 

Gillum, No. 49— Daniel E. Fuller, T. I. M. 

Leslie, No. 50— Frank M. Price, T. I. M. 

Grand Haven, No. 5/— William H. Fallon, T. I. M., L. R. Patter- 
son, proxy for P. C. W. 
Petoskey, No. 5^-Orlo C. Gregory, T. I. M., C. C. Eddy, proxy 
for P. C. W. 

Bay City, No. 53— O. B. Gates, T. I. M. 

Muskegon, No. 54 — R. S. Squires, proxy for T. I. M., Elbert J. 
Geddes, D. M. 

Reed City, No. 55— William H. Hawkins, T. I. M., Clark F. Wil- 
liams, D. M. 

Flint, No. 56— Albert T. Austin, T. I. M., F. D. Clarke, D. M., A. J. 
Beach, proxy for P. C. W. 

Albion, No. 57 — Not represented. 

Sahgonahkato, No. 58— William H. Bulkley, T. I. M., N. M. Eddy, 
proxy for D. M., Roobert E. Ellsworth, P. C. W. 

Marine City, No. 59— R. G. Baker, P. C. W. 

Cheboygan, No. 60 — W. F. Reed, T. I. M. 

Traverse City, No. 61 — Fred G. Heuman, T. I. M., M. K Haskell, 
proxy for D. M., William Mothersill, P. C. W. 

Grand Ledge, No. 62 — E. E. Edwards, T. I. M., L. R. Jones, proxy 
for D. M. 

Kalamazoo, No. 63 — Joel Waterbury, T. I. M. 

Williamston, No. 64 — George B. Rockwell, T. I. M., Chas. E. Mor- 
rison, proxy for D. M. 

Hiawatha, No. 65 — John H. McCallum, T. I. M., A. S. Putnam, 
proxy for D. M. 

King Cyrus, No. 67 — Frank Scadden, T. I. M. 

St. Louis, No. 68— F. C Henry, proxy for T. I. M., E. C. Phillips, 
D. M., B. A. Church, proxy for P. C. W. 

Sault Ste. Marie, No. 69 — William E. Davidson, T. I. M. 

Cadillac, No. 70 — E. J. Meek, D. M., and proxy for T. I. M., James 
A. Foster, P. C. W. 

David S. Kendall, No. 71— Edwin Presho, proxy for T. I. M., D. M., 
and P. C. W. 

Marquette, No. 72— K. P. Brooks, proxy for T. I. M., W. H. Van- 
Iderstine, proxy for D. M. 

Livingston, No. 73 — E. A. Stone, proxy for T. I. M. 

Fred L. Wells, No. 74 — Conrad C. Casler, T. I. M., C. E. Spencer, 
proxy for D. M. 

Darius, U. D. — Not represented. 



Digitized*by VjOO^ 



GRAND COUNCIL OF 

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES. 

Alabama — Will Z. Searle. 

Arkansas — 

California — Bayard A. Church. 

Canada — George P. McMahon. 

Colorado— Emory Townsend. 

Connecticut — Ithamer T. Smith. 

England and Wales — 

Florida — Arthur H. McCloud. 

Georgia — 

Illinois — Charles A. Conover. 

Indiana — 

Indian Territory — 

Iowa — John H. Kingsley. 

Kansas — 

Kentucky — James H. Cummins. 

Louisiana — 

Maine. — 

Maryland — 

Massachusetts — Lou B. Winsor. 

Minnesota — Elias C. Phillips. 

Mississippi — 

Missouri — William G. Hudson. 

Nebraska — John Nichol. 

New Brunswick — George D. Smith. 

New Hampshire — Horace S. Maynard. 

New Jersey — 

New York — Emerson M. Newell. 

North Carolina — Travers Phillips. 

Ohio — George A. Cross. 

Oregon — Charles M. Norton. 

Pennsylvania — Frank N. Clark. 

Rhode Island — David Woodward. 

South Carolina — 

Tennessee — Frank O. Gilbert. 

Vermont — 

Washington — 

Wisconsin — 
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ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS. 

SUMMARY, ACTUAL ATTENDANCE. 

Grand Officers present n 

Past Grand Masters 18 

Committees 5 

Representatives 104 

Total attendance 138 

Councils not represented — Albion, No. 57, and Darius U. D. 



©rant* toaster's Htoreaa. 

Companion Frank O. Gilbert, M. I. Grand Master, 
then read his annual address and report of his labors for 
the year just closed : 

To the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of the 
State of Michigan: 

Companions : 

We meet again, and it is with the deepest gratitude, that 
I address you, my Brethren, on this the occasion of our Fif- 
tieth Anniversary. 

Another year has rolled by, and as time is man's great- 
est inheritance, it behooves us to review the twelvemonth 
just past, to rejoice that the Grand Architect of the Uni- 
verse has spared us, to remember those who were on the 
last occasion of our Anniversary with us, but who have now 
joined the great majority. 

The year just past has been in the commercial world 
one of great anxiety, where lack of confidence in each other 
has brought calamity and distress on one another. Not so 
in our grand organization. Every day, every month and 
every year beholds its grand march forward and onward, 
imbedding deeper in our Brethren and all mankind the be- 
loved teachings of our Order. 

Now as we stand on the threshhold of the last half of 
the century of this organization, let us well consider that it 
is our acts, our thoughts and our endeavors that will place 
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our Order on the highest pinnacle of renown. And when 
we know the responsibility, how carefully we should act. 
Let then our lives be a radiance of the tenets of our institu- 
tion, guiding untaught humanity as the moon's pale rays 
lights the weary traveller. 

Now should we counsel with one another; and upon 
hearing the reports of those whom we have placed in posi- 
tions of trust, let us carefully weigh their words. With 
calmness and discretion, let us discuss and determine the 
needs of our Craft. With firmness, let us vow that each 
succeeding year shall be greater than the one just past. Let 
us ever strive to practice the teachings of our Order that it 
may be an honor to ourselves, and a glory to the ones whom 
in the dim past originated it. 

OBITUARIES. 

Once again, before we begin the consideration of mat- 
ters for the welfare of our Craft, let us call to mind those 
who have departed this life. Let our prayers be for and 
with those who have joined the Grand Architect in whose 
house there are many manions. Let their virtures be brought 
into our life, that we may be bettered by them. Although 
forever removed from us their memory will remain dear. 
And although many members of our Craft during the past 
year have ended life's journey, yet during that time death 
has not deprived us of any of the Officers of our Grand 
Council. 

I have received notice of the death of Most Illustrious 
George Van Vliet, member of the Grand Council and Sub- 
ordinate Councils of the Royal and Select Masters of the 
State of New York, which occurred at his residence, No. 
228 West Eleventh street, New York City, on Friday, 
November 1st, 1907. 

Companion George Van Vliet was born at Plainfield, 
New Jersey, on September 16th, 1837, which made him at 
the time of his death 70 years of age. 
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Companion Van Vliet was initiated, passed and raised 
in Empire Lodge No. 206, F. & A. M. He was advanced, 
passed, received and acknowledged and exalted to the Royal 
Arch Degree in Phoenix Chapter No. 2, R. A. M. He was 
received and greeted as a Royal and Select Master in Adel- 
phic Council No. 7, R. & S. M. on June 17th, 1871/ The 
Order of Red Cross and the Order of the Temple were 
conferred upon him in Palestine Commandery No. 18, K. T., 
September 1st, 1864. He was also a member of the Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Rite, N. M. J., and a Noble of the 
Mystic Shrine in Mecca Temple. 

In him the Grand Council, R. & S. M., of the State of 
New York, has lost forever an upright man, a true Mason, 
a wise counsellor and a faithful friend. 

Memorial notices have also been received announcing 
the deaths of the following distinguished Companions of 
sister jurisdictions and the Obituary Committee will make a 
full report upon them : 

Edmund Metcalf, Grand Sentinel, Arkansas. 

Joseph Stephen Stokes, Past Grand Master; Wil- 
liam H. Parmelee, Past Grand Master, and Dwight 
Waugh, Past Grand Master, Connecticut. 

William Harvey Paul, Grand Marshal; Philander 
W. Barclay, Past Grand Master ; Almond Leroy Hamil- 
ton, Grand Principal Conductor of Work, Illinois. 

James W. Bowers, Past Grand Master, Maryland. 

Thomas Montgomery, Grand Recorder, Minnesota. 

Noah Monroe Givan, Past Grand Master and Grand 
Treasurer, Missouri. 

William R. Stubblefield, Past Grand Master, Mis- 
souri. 

George W. Lininger, Past Grand Master, Nebraska. 

George VanVliet, Grand Recorder, New York. 

David C. Winegarner, Past Grand Master ; Robert V. 
Hampson, Grand Treasurer, Ohio. 
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BONDS. 

May 22, 1907, Grand Master McCloud delivered to me 
the bonds of Grand Treasurer Norton and Grand Recorder 
Conover. Also the Seal of the Grand Council. 

December 11, 1907, I approved the bond of the Grand 
Recorder in the sum of Two Thousand Dollars issued by 
the United States Fidelity and Guarantee Company. 

February 7, 1908, I approved the bonds of the Grand 
Treasurer in the sum of Two Thousand Dollars issued by 
the United States Fidelity and Guarantee Company. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

August 24, 1967, I granted a special dispensation to 
Tyre Council, No. 10, to receive and ballot upon petitions, 
and for the purpose of holding a School of Instruction. 

November 21, 1907, I granted a special dispensation to 
David S. Kendall Council, No. 73, to elect a recorder. 

December 4, 1907, I granted a special dispensation to 
Lawrence Council, No. 43, to receive and ballot upon peti- 
tions on Special Assembly. 

December 21, 1907, I granted a special dispensation to 
Jackson Council, No. 32, to remove from quarters to new 
Masonic Temple. 

January 6, 1908, I granted a special dispensation to 
Putnam Council, No. 16, to receive and ballot upon petitions 
at Special Assembly.- 

February 18, 1908, I granted a special dispensation to 
Tyre Council, No. 10, to hold regular Assembly February 
22, 1908, and to do regular business. 

April 7, 1908, I granted a special dispensation to Ionia 
Council, No. 12, to receive and ballot upon petitions at Spe- 
cial Assembly April 24, 1908. 

April 20, 1908, I granted a special dispensation to Tyre 
Council, No. 10, to receive and ballot upon petitions at 
Special Assembly April 24, 1908. 

July 22, 1907, I issued a dispensation to establish a 
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new Council at Iron Mountain, which was instituted by 
Grand Lecturer McCloud, with the following officers: 

Elwin F. Brown, T. I. M. 
Alfred Cruse, D. M. 
George Irving, P. C. W. 

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES. 

July 21, 1907, I appointed Henry L. Sanderson as 
Grand Representative for New Hampshire. 

September 10, 1907, I appointed William W. Ross as 
Grand Representative for Missouri. 

April 23, 1908, I appointed John S. Sell as Grand Rep- 
resentative for Pennsylvania. 

RITUALS. 

For reasons which were satisfactory I requested the 
Grand Recorder to issue new Rituals to Bay City Council, 
No. 53, and to Flint Council, No. 56. 

OFFICIAL VISITS. 

December 16, 1907, I had the pleasure of a visit to Mt. 
Moriah Council, No. 6, the home of our Grand Recorder, 
and witnessed the work on three candidates. This Council 
is doing good work, which is to b& expected as long as our 
Grand Recorder remains a member. 

December 27, 1907, I attended an Assembly of Adrian 
Council, No. 18, and was very much pleased with the work. 
This Council is doing good work, and is entitled to our 
approval. 

February 22, 1908, I had the pleasure of visiting Tyre 
Council, No. 10, in company with the Grand Lecturer. The 
work was done in an excellent manner, and I was very 
kindly received and entertained during my visit. 

March 9, 1908, I paid an official visit with the Grand 
Lecturer to Saginaw Council, No. 20, and witnessed the 
degrees conferred in good form. 
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March 30, 1908, I had the pleasure of a visit at Flint 
to witness the conferring of the Super-Excellent Degree by 
Monroe Council, No. 1, and spent a very pleasant evening. 
The Grand Lecturer was present and had charge of the 
work. 

COMMITTEE EXTRAORDINARY. 

December 28, 1907, I appointed a committee consist- 
ing of : 

Arthur H. McCloud, Chairman, 

Charles H. Patterson, 

Charles A. Conover, 
to arrange for a proper observance of the Fiftieth Anniver- 
sary of this Grand Council; the result of which has been 
enjoyed by all the Companions. 

MASONIC HOME. 

August 6, 1907, we made our official visit to the Ma- 
sonic Home. It is a source of great pleasure to report that 
nearly every officer of the Grand Council was present, and I 
am also sure it was to each individual officer, a pleasure that 
he was there. We were most cordially received by Super- 
intendent Rial V. McArthur, and it gives me the greatest 
pleasure to report that he seems to be the right man in the 
right place. 

The Home is certainly a beautiful one, and being used 
for the purpose for which it was originally intended, a home 
for those Old Veteran Workers of the Craft, who have well 
earned the laurels which they wear, and who are now enjoy- 
ing the "blessings of a well spent life." To say they were 
all happy, does not properly express it; the widows of 
Masons now there, upon inquiry from them, always reveal 
the fact of their great joy, that their husbands were Master 
Masons. 

The place is well kept, well regulated, and well man- 
aged. The representatives of the Grand Council upon the 
Board of Control of the Home, are deserving of your fullest 
confidence, they possess the confidence of those at the Home. 
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I can say no more, only recommend to this Grand 
Council, that the full measure of your devotion to this most 
worthy institution is to be earnestly hoped for, and that you 
will from your treasury grant to its managers substantial 
aid, in such manner that will reflect credit to your act, and 
satisfy your conscience of your appreciation of this happy 
home. 

Concluding, Companions, my most sincere thanks I 
wish to extend to each and every member of this Grand 
Council for the many proofs of esteem and confidence which 
have been bestowed upon me by this Grand Council; and 
especially do I wish to congratulate and compliment, this 
Council upon having at its command the very able, zealous 
and enthusiastic worker, your Grand Lecturer, Arthur H. 
McCloud, who has been tried in every capacity pertaining to 
that most important position. He has proved himself at all 
times, all that could be required of such an official. Both in 
my personal and official relations with him, I have found 
him to be one of the grand men of this Council. To Com- 
panion Charles A. Conover, I also consider 1 this Grand 
Council and myself under obligations for the prompt, care- 
ful, courteous and efficient manner in which he has per- 
formed the duties of Grand Recorder. To you one and all I 
extend my official greetings and esteem. 

In submitting this report, it has been my desire to 
present in as concise manner as possible, whatever has 
taken place in the interest of Cryptic Masonry. The outlook 
is good, and we feel sure that Cryptic Masonry is as firmly 
established as Capitular or Chivalric. Let us therefore join, 
unite and consult in such matters to the end that when we 
separate, the united approval of our several Grand Councils 
shall crown our efforts, and the future of Cryptic Masonry 
shall still increase in the years to come as in the years that 
have passed. 

FRANK O. GILBERT, 

M . /. Grand Master. 

Dated, May 18, 1908. 
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Division an6 "Reference* 

On motion of Companion Albert T. Austin, the address 
of Grand Master Gilbert was referred to a committee of 
three for division and reference, and the Grand Master ap- 
pointed as such committee : 

Companions Albert T. Austin, No. 56. 
Frank Scadden, No. 67. 
Charles J. Lockwood, No. 13. 



(BranD Treasurer's IReport. 

Companion Charles M. Norton, Grand Treasurer, then 
read his annual report which was referred to the Finance 
Committee for audit: 

Detroit, Mich., May 18, 1908. 
Charles M. Norton, Treasurer, 

In account with Grand Council Royal and Select Masters of 
Michigan : 

debit. 

May 20, 1907, To amount on hand $3>245 39 

Jan. 2, 1908, To received from Recorder 544 25 

Jan. 7, 1908, To received from Recorder 489 39 

Jan. 10, 1908, To received from Recorder 460 40 

Feb. 28, 1908, To received from Recorder 485 25 

May 9, 1908, To received from Recorder 36 91 

Total $5,261 59 

CREDIT. 

May 21. 

By Paid— 71 $500 Pay Checks $ 355 00 

By Paid — 6 $8.00 Pay Checks 48 00 

Warrants — 

317 A. H. McCloud,visiting Councils 10 00 

318 J. H. Kingsley, Exp. Masonic Home 6 99 

321 James F. McGregor, Grand Sentinel 10 00 

322 Masonic Temple Association 20 00 

323 C. A. Conover 300 00 

324 C. A. Conover, Correspondence repoort. . 50 00 
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325 A. H. McCloud, Grand Master's salary. . 50 00 

326 Charles M. Norton, postage 2 00 

327 James F. McGregor, cartage 2 00 

328 Wright, Kay & Co., Grand Master's jewel 50 00 

329 C. A. Conover, Port Huron charter 5 00 

330 Wm. Wente, Treas. Masonic Home 100 00 

331 C. A. Conover, Contingent Fund - 25 00 

332 C. A. Conover, postage on proceedings.. 35 00 

333 Frank O. Gilbert, exp. to Detroit 9 54 

334 F. O. Gilbert, exp. to Port Huron 8 70 

335 Emory Townsend, exp. to Port Huron. . 8 40 

336 C. A. Conover, exp. to Port Huron 13 32 

337 A. H. McCloud, exp. to Port Huron.:.. 6 42 

338 Wm. P. Perry, exp. to Port Huron 11 82 

339 John Nichol, exp. Port Huron 11 34 

340 Frank P. Wilcox, exp. Port Huron 6 42 

341 James F. McGregor, exp. to Port Huron. 6 42 

342 J. H. Cummins, exp. to Port Huron 6 42 

343 H. E. Hatch, exp. to Port Huron 6 42 

344 C. H. Patterson 10 98 

345 A. H. McCloud, exp. Schools of Inst n 03 

346 J. H. Kingsley, Masonic Home Board... 7 74 

347 Riverside Ptg. Co., printing proceedings.. 227 10 

348 A. H. McCloud, exp. Schools of Inst 98 73 

349 F. O. Gilbert, G. M., Masonic H! meeting 10 80 

350 C. H. Patterson, Masonic H. meeting. . . 8 64 

351 C. A. Conover, Masonic H. meeting 9 54 

352 A. H. McCloud, Masoic H. meeting 12 18 

353 John Nichol, Masonic H. meeting 5 04 

354 Frank P. Wilcox, Masonic H. meeting. . 12 18 

355 James F. McGregor, Masonic H. meeting 12 18 

356 A. H. McCloud, salary 62 50 

357 J. H. Kingsley, Masonic Home Board... 7 40 

358 Aprons — Greeenwood, Atkinson, Arm- 

strong Co 4 00 

359 W. A. Sturgeon & Co., Jewel for G. C. . . 8 00 

360 E. J. Allen, express charges 4 41 

361 Conover Eng. & Ptg. Co., printing 14 50 

362 A. H. McCloud, Masonic Home Board. 12 97 

363 A. H. McCloud, exp. Schools of Inst. . . 16 14 

364 E. C. Phillips, Masonic Home Board.... 13 64 

365 A. H. McCloud, exp. Schools of Inst... 14 68 

366 A. H. McCloud, exp. Schools of Inst... 10 20 

367 Frank N. Clark, Constitution Committee. 10 20 

368 C. R. Osborn, photos 6 00 
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369 A. H. McCloud, salary _. 62 50 

370 A. H. McCloud, exp. Schools of Inst.. . 29 81 

371 F. O. Gilbert, expenses to Detroit 8 76 

372 W. B. Tuttle, photo frames 25 00 

373 F. O. Gilbert, exp. to Adrian and Detroit 9 72 

374 A. H. McCloud, exp. Schools of Inst... 20 15 

375 A. H. McCloud, exp. Schools of Inst... 5 51 

376 A. H. McCloud, salary 62 50 

377 M. W. Wimer, premium on bond 10 00 

378 A. H. McCloud, exp. Schools of list... 7 H 

379 D. D. Alton, exp. Constitution Committee 11 44 

380 A. H. McCloud, exp. Schools of Inst... 10 83 

381 F. O. Gilbert; exp. to Grand Rapids .... 13 28 

382 A. H. McCloud, exp. Schools of Inst... 9 « 

383 Cancelled. 

384 Cancelled. 

385 Cancelled. 

386 F. O. Gilbert, exp. to Saginaw and Flint 8 82 

387 A. H. McCloud, exp. Schools of Inst... 5 00 

388 A. H. McCloud, Masonic Home Board . . 10 23 

389 J. H. Kingsley, Masonic Home Board. .. 17 16 

390 Conover Eng. & Ptg. Co., printing 52 00 

Total $2,153 95 

Net Amount received $5,261 59 

Net Amount paid out 2,153 95 

Balance on hand $3,107 64 

Charles M. Norton, 

Grand Treasurer. 



©ran& IRecor&er's IReport- 

Companion Charles A. Conover, Grand Recorder, pre- 
sented the following annual report which was also referred 
to the Finance Committee for audit : 

To the Grand Council: 

I herewith submit to you my fifth report as your Grand Re- 
corder. The detail work and correspondence has been attended to 
as promptly as possible during the year, and that work has been 
greater than ever before. The annual proceedings were issued 
promptly soon after the annual assembly and distributed as usual. 
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RETURNS. 

The returns were all received and all dues paid but not as 
promptly as usual. It seems as though some recorders wait until 
the last possible moment and then finish the returns up with a grand 
rush and consequently make many errors which sometimes take 
weeks of correspondence to get corrected, when a little care and 
time would make them correct at first. 

STATISTICS. 

The work of the year is not equal to last year nor was it 
expected, as an unusual amount of work was done previous to 
the advance in fees, but I cannot but believe that in the long run 
the advance will be beneficial and the degrees more appreciated. 

The membership with corrections, Dec. 27, 1906 was 6,415 

Passed the circle in 1907 493 

Affiliated , 43 

Restored 24 

Total 6.975 

Died 105 

Dimitted 48 

Suspended 39 192 

Total membership of Councils, Dec. 27, 1907 6,783 

Net gain for the year is 368 

Number of Emeritus members 290 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

Receipts for 1907— 

Annual dues from Councils ' $i,973 25 

Manual sold 35 

Dispensation, Iron Mountain 25 00 

Monroe Property 17 10 

Certificate fee 50 

Disbursed — 
Jan. 1, Paid to Chas. M. Norton, Gd. Treas. . . 
Jan. 7, Paid to Chas. M. Norton, Gd. Treas. . . 
Jan. 10, Paid to Chas. M. Norton, Gd. Treas. . . 
Feb. 28, Paid to Chas. M. Norton, Gd. Treas. . . 
May 9, Paid to Chas. M. Norton, Gd. Treas. . . 

$2,016 20 

I hold the receipts of the Grand Treasurer for the above 
amounts. 





$2,016 
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During the year I have drawn warrants on the Grand Treas- 
urer numbered from 321 to 391 inclusive, except 383-4-5 cancelled, 
amounting to a total of $1,739.19. 

Respectfully Submitted, 




GRAND RECORDER. 



The Grand Recorder appended to his report a short 
history of the Cryptic Rite since its first introduction in 
America, summarized from the more complete review pub- 
lished elsewhere in this volume and to which attention is 
particularly called. 



(BranD Xecturer'a IReport. 

Companion Arthur H. McCloud, Grand Lecturer, then 
read the report of the Schools of Instruction held by him 
during the year, and his report was received and ordered 
printed in the proceedings. 

To the Most Illustrious Grand Master, Officers and Members of 
the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of the State 
of Michigan: 

The time has arrived when I must render an account of my 
stewardship as Grand Lecturer of this Grand Body for the past 
year, and it gives me pleasure to offer the following report. On ac- 
ceding to the office of Grand Lecturer for this honorable body a 
year ago, I did so with the firm desire of meeting with every - 
Council in this Grand Jurisdiction and rendering every assistance 
and support within my power to the officers and members of each 
Council. While it has been impossible to completely fulfill this 
desire, I have had representatives from 58 of the Councils at the 
Councils of Instruction held this past year, and in a great ma- 
jority of the schools all the officers and many of the members have 
been present. 

I have found, uniformly, a love of our order and an enthus- 
iastic desire for the advancement of Cryptic Masonry. Suggestions 
as to ways and means for the exemplification of the degrees have 
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been gladly received and favorably acted on. The Councils gen- 
erally are fast equiping themselves with paraphernalia and working 
tools necessary for the proper conferring of the sublime degrees, 
and while the field is often limited and the conditions unfavorable 
for a large showing as a result of the year, numbers are not always 
a criterion of the interest shown. Many Councils the past year 
have labored under a severe handicap by reason of the increased 
price of the fees, having passed the circle of perfection the year 
before who desired to affiliate while the fee was Five Dollars. But 
the beauty, sublimity and grandeur of our Order is such that were 
the cost again as much, in the end we would" prosper more. 

At several of our assemblies our Most Illustrious Grand Mas- 
ter has favored us by his presence, and his wise council and en- 
thusiasm for Masonry has been of great benefit and lasting help 
in the advancement of our beloved Order. 

Believing that at a joint assembly, where many ideas and 
methods may be exemplified, and where that "noble contention or 
rather emulation of who best can work or best agree" may have 
full sway, and because of the greater lessened cost, I have wherever 
possible called together three or more Councils for instruction, and 
by so doing have increased the interest and advanced the work, as 
every Council no matter where or how situated has some methods 
well worthy of emulation. By these joint assemblies also a larger 
number of members from each section are attracted and greater 
importance attached to the Rite. 

Recognition from chivalric Masonry has many advantages, but 
our Order now is fast approaching the stage when the recognition 
of the Commandery is unnecessary for our well being, and when 
we may feel that should the Knights Templar require as a pre- 
rogative that its candidates should have passed through the Cryptic 
Vault, they do so because of. our acknowledged importance and 
necessity, not because we need such assistance. 

Invariably Councils of Instruction have been followed by a 
"Feast of Reason and flow of Soul," together with substantial 
necessities for the earthly body, and were time permitting I should 
be glad to expatiate at length on the many pleasures I have exper- 
ienced at each separate assembly, pleasures that will live within me 
as long as I inhabit this earthly sphere; but in order not to usurp 
time this Grand Body may need for other matters, I shall content 
myself with giving the bare details of each visit I have made. 

June 25th, 1907. The Grand Officers constituted the newly 
chartered Council at Port Huron and installed its officers, after 
which ceremonies I held a Council of Instruction, at which were 
present Fred L. Wells, Council, No. 74; Marine City, No. 59; and 
Mt. Clemens, No. 8. The Royal and Select Degrees on four can- 
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didates were conferred by F. L. Wells and Marine City Councils, 
and the Super-Excellent on ten candidates by Mt. Clemens. Attend- 
ance 140. 

June 26th. At Ithaca I held a Council of Instruction for 
Ithaca, No. 33, and St. Louis, No. 68. We were favored by the 
presence of Past Most Illustrious Grand Master Church. The 
Royal and Select degrees were conferred on one candidate. At- 
tendance 34. 

July 8th. I visited at Alpena, where Saghonahkato, No. 58, 
conferred the Royal and Select degrees. Attendance 17. 

July gth. I went on to Cheboygan, and Inverness, No. 60, 
exemplified the R. & S. M. degree. Attendance 12. 

July nth. I attended an assembly at the Sault, where S. St. 
Marie, No. 69, conferred the Royal degree on two, and the Select 
on four candidates. Attendance 26. 

July 12th. At Marquette I witnessed the conferring of the 
Royal and Select degrees on five candidates by Marquette Council, 
No. 72. Attendance 26. 

July 15th. I installed the officers of D. S. Kendall Council, 
No. 71, and witnessed the conferring of the Royal and Select de- 
grees at Houghton on one candidate. Attendance 30. 

July igth. I visited King Cyrus, No. 67, at Crystal Falls, 
where the Royal and Select degrees were conferred on four can- 
didates. Attendance 23. 

July 20th. I proceeded to Iron Mountain and conferred a dis- 
pensation granted by our Most Illustrious Grand Master F. O. 
Gilbert, on twelve Cryptic Masons, and instituted a Council to be 
known as Darius Council U. D. - From the specimens of work ex- 
hibited by these companions and their enthusiasm, should this 
Grand Body grant them a charter, I feel confident a valuable 
acquisition to Cryptic Masonry will be launched in this hustling 
city. 

July 22nd. At Manistique we had an interesting assembly of 

Hiawatha Council, No. 65. Attendance 14. 

July 25th. I visited Petoskey Council, No. 52. We had an 
enthusiastic assembly of twenty Cryptic Masons, including D. 
Grand High Priest Earl Brackett. 

July 26th. At Traverse City, I attended an assembly of 
Traverse City Council, No. 61. Attendance 14. 

September 16th. I visited Ludington and a joint assembly of 
Ludington, No. 48, Oceana, No. 27, and Manistee, No. 46, the 
Royal and Select degrees were conferred on one candidate. At- 
tendance 34. 

September 17th. I witnessed the conferring of the Royal and 
Select degrees on one candidate, and the Super-Excellent on three 
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candidates at Reed City by Reed City, No. 55, and Cadillac, No. 70. 
Attendance 39- 

October 9th. I visited Corunna. No assembly of the Council 
was held as the Thrice Illustrious Master, Companion West, was 
called out of town. I, however, spent a very pleasant hour with 
our most beloved Companion, Past Most Illustrious Grand Master 
Hugh McCurdy. ' 

October 16th. At Holly, in company with Past M. I. G. M. 
Cummins, I witnessed the conferring of the Royal and Select de- 
grees on one candidate by Holly, No. 39. Attendance 18. 

October 18th. I paid Lapeer, No. 42, a visit and witnessed the 
Royal and Select conferred on one candidate. Attendance 22. 

October 28th. At Pontiac I saw the Royal and Select Masters 
degrees conferred on four candidates. Attendance 27. 

November 7th. At a joint Council of Instruction at Lan- 
sing, accompanied by the Great Con. John Nichol, we saw the Royal 
and Select Masters degrees conferred on one condidate. Lansing, 
No. 29, Charlotte, No. 36, Williamson, No. 64, Gr. Ledge, No. 
62, Leslie, No. 50, and Portland, No. 23, were present. Attend- 
ance 70. 

November 18th. I visited Flint and witnessed the Royal and 
Select degrees conferred on two candidates. Attendance 41. 

November 22nd'. At Albion we had a joint assembly of Al- 
bion, No. 57; Jackson, No. 32, and Manchester, No. 24. The Royal 
and Select were conferred on six candidates. Attendance 76. 

November 26th. At Kalamazoo I called a joint assembly for 
Kalamazoo, No. 63; Lawrence, No. 43; South Haven, No. 45, and 
Battle Creek, No. 9. The Royal and Select were conferred on 
three candidates. The Super-Excellent was to have been exem- 
plified, but owing to the untimely death of Past T. I. M. Davis, 
was deferred. Attendance 125. 

November 27th. I visited Niles, where Niles, No. 19, and St. 
Joseph, No. 44, exemplified the Royal and Select Masters degrees. 
Attendance 43. 

December 19th. I paid a visit to Lawrence, the home of Past 
M. I. G. M. Cross, where Lawrence, No. 43, and South Haven, No. 
45, conferred the Royal and Select Masters degrees on 7 candidates, 
and the Super-Excellent on 12 candidates. Attendance no. 

December 26th. I visited Adrian and witnessed the Royal and 
Select Masters degrees on three candidates. The assembly was 
graced by the presence of M. I. G. M. Gilbert and Grand Recorder 
Conover, of the Grand Council; Grand Sen. Warden Swift, of the 
Grand Lodge, and the Grand King of the Grand Chapter, Geo. 
Armstrong. Attendance 35. 
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January 15th, 1908. At Hudson I witnessed the Royal and 
Select degrees conferred on four candidates, arid the Super-Excel- 
lent on 16 candidates. There were present Putnam, No. 16; Jones- 
ville, No. 5; Mt. Ararat, No. 15; Blanchard, No. 34; and Adrian, 
No. 18. Attendance 145. 

February 4th. I visited Howell and witnessed the Royal and 
Select degrees on one candidate. Attendance 18. 

February 22nd. Accompanied by M. I. G. M. Gilbert I visited 
Grand Rapids; and at a joint assembly of Tyre No. 10, Giblum No. 
49, Muskegon No. 54, Ionia No. .12, and Grand Haven No. 51, we 
witnessed the Royal and Select conferred on eight candidates, and 
the Super-Excellent on 21 candidates. Attendance 151. We were 
also favored by the attendance of Past M. I. G. Masters, Phillips 
and Smith. 

March gth. Again accompanied by M. I. G. M. Gilbert, I 
visited Saginaw, the home of our Gr. P. C. W. Emory Townsend, 
and Gr. Chaplain Rev. J. A. Dunkel, and witnessed the Royal and 
Select degrees conferred on 5 candidates. Bay City No. 53 was 
represented by T. I. M. Gates and officers. Attendance 69. 

March 20th. At the request of Mt. Clemens No. 8, I paid 
them a fraternal visit and witnessed the conferring of the Royal, 
Select and Super-Excellent degrees on three candidates. Attend- 
anc 75. 

March 30th. I accompanied Monroe Council No. 1, to Flint, 
where the Detroit Council conferred the Super-Excellent degree on 
28 candidates. We had the pleasure of the presence of M. I. G. M., 
F. O. Gilbert, and Grand Steward F. P. Wilcox. Attendance 176. 

April 16th. At the request of Gr. Con. John Nichol, I visited 
Ionia and assisted in conferring the Royal and Select Degrees on 
four candidates. Attendance 23. 

It is perhaps needless for me to state that I have attended 
nearly all the Assemblies of Monroe No. 1, of Detroit. This Coun- 
cil conferred the Royal and Select degrees the past year on 84 can- 
didates, and having an average attendance of 100. 

Concluding, I wish to say that Cryptic Masonry in Michigan 
was never in a more flourishing condition, and the zeal and energy 
displayed by the various Councils, I trust, will soon place this 
Grand Council at the head of the Order, in the country, for both 
membership and character of work. 

Heartily thanking you all, Companions, for the courtesy and 
kindness you have invariably shown me the past year, I respectfully 
submit the above. 

Arthur H. McCloud, 

Grand Lecturer. 
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IRcpision of Constitution* 

Companion Frank N. Clark, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Revision of the Constitution, reported for that com- 
mittee that they had held several meetings and as a result 
had decided to recommend an entirely new constitution based 
upon that of the Grand Chapter as being the most satisfac- 
tory form for the Grand Council, and the manuscript copy 
was presented as the report of the Committee. Companion 
Edward N. Pagelson moved that the report be read by 
sections for adoption, but after some discussion Companion 
Horace S. Maynard moved to amend by having the consti- 
tution printed in pamphlet form and distributed to the Coun- 
cils for examination during the year and action deferred 
until the next annual assembly. The motion as amended 
was adopted. The officers of the several Councils were 
requested by the Committee to study the subject carefully, 
noting all suggestions for amendments on the margins, that 
they may be systematically presented for discussion at the 
next annual. 



Xettet from Wuflb flDcCur&s* 

The Grand Recorder read the following letter from 
Past Grand Master Hugh McCurdy: 

To the M. /. Grand Master of the Grand Council, Office Bearers, 
and Companions of the Grand Council of Royal and Select 
Masters of the State of Michigan: 

My Dear Companions: 

One year ago I hoped to meet and greet you at this session, 
but I am sorry to say that my health is such that I cannot be with 
you and enjoy your sweet friendship and warm fellowship which I 
have so long enjoyed in the past. Bespeaking for your session a 
harmonious time which will be of great interest to the Royal Craft 
and regretting that I am not able to be with you I can only say as 
one poor fellow mortal said who had far less than we for which to 
give pious thanks and praise — God bless us every one. 

Affectionately yours, 

Hugh McCurdy. 
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TEelegram* 

On motion of the Grand Recorder a telegram of greet- 
ing and regrets at the enforced absence of our most esteem- 
able Companion was sent to him. 



flDonroe property 

The Grand Recorder read the final report of Compan- 
ion William Wente, Treasurer of Grand Lodge, upon the 
final closing up of this long standing matter and the report 
was received and ordered printed in the proceedings. 

To the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters: 

Pursuant to the resolution adopted at the last annual assem- 
bly of this Grand Council, the Grand Lodge, on behalf of whom I 
have the honor to submit this report, authorized the payment, front 
• further receipts from Monroe property, so called, of certain specified 
sums, duly audited and aggregating, without interest, $4,666.87. The 
property, at that time remaining, consisted of a half interest in one 
lot unsold, several contracts for the sale of portions of the realty, 
and a mortgage. The value of these could, therefore, be determined 
with approximate accuracy. 

As the aggregate amount remaining unpaid upon the principal 
sum due the three Grand bodies was only $18.56, it was deemed ad- 
visable, upon the payment of this sum, to turn over, by proper con- 
veyances, to the Monroe people interested all the remaining proper- 
ty, which was accordingly done. 

In the final round up $220, remaining after payment of all the 
principal sums, were apportioned, pro rate, to apply on interest, 
$146.67 to the Grand bodies, $73.33 to the parties interested at 
Monroe. 

I received, therefore, one paymeht of $ 74.02 

and another of 146.67 

$220.69 
After deducting expenses incurred $ 66.2& 

Left $15441 

Which I paid over as follows : 

To the Grand Council, $3.56 and $13.54, total $ 17.1a 

To the Grand Chapter, $4.87 and $44.10, total 48.97 

To the Grand Lodge, $10.13 and $78.21, total 88.34- 

$154.41. 
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This long drawn out affair will no longer be a part of your 
proceedings, and you are to be congratulated upon the outcome. 

Wm. Wente, 
Grand Treasurer of the Grand Lodge. 



Honorary past ©ranfc toaster- 

Companion James H. Cummins, P. M. I. G. M., pre- 
sented the following preamble and resolution which was 
heartily seconded and carried unanimously. 

Whereas, early in the year 1804 several of the Masonic Grand 
bodies of this State found their funds tied up, and it appeared very 
much as if a portion of their accumulations of years were to be lost 
by the default of their Grand Treasurer, this Grand Council being 
interested to the extent of $1452, and the Grand Lodge being at 
that time the only incorporated body, it was decided by the officers 
of the three bodies interested, to place the whole matter in the hands 
of the Grand Lodge, each body to share pro rata in the proceeds and 
expenses. 

Companion William Wente, of Manistee Council No. 46, was 
selected to act as trustee, and took in charge the assets, which the 
Grand Treasurer referred to had turned over. They consisted 
largely of encumbered, and most unproductive real estate in the city 
of Monroe in this State. 

The outlook for recovering the full amount due was anything 
but flattering. 

Fourteen years have elapsed, and you have just heard his final 
report. All the principal sums have been repaid, and all other parties 
interested have been repaid the moneys expended by them to enable 
us to get our own. 

I, therefore offer the following resolution, and move its adop- 
tion : 

Resolved, That Companion William Wente, of Manistee Coun- 
cil No. 46, be and he is hereby declared an honorary Past Most 
Illustrious Grand Master of this Grand Council, and that the Grand 
Recorder be and is hereby directed to procure and present to Com- 
panion Wente on behalf of this Grand Council, a jewel, such as is 
presented to our Past M. I. Grand Masters, with this addition, that 
across the top of the jewel on a bar the word honorary shall be 
placed. 

James H. Cummins, 
Past M. I. Grand Master. 
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Condolence* 

On motion of Companion E. J. Wright, the Grand Re- 
corder was directed to forward to Companion Mat. D. 
Blosser, of Manchester, a letter of condolence, this Com- 
panion having very recently lost his mother and on this 
day was burying his father who was at one time a constant 
attendant at the Grand Council assemblies, and one of its 
oldest members. 



©ranfc IRepresentattve'd IReport* 

Companion Charles M. Norton, Grand Representative 
of the Grand Council of Oregon near this Grand Council, 
made a verbal report of the condition and affairs of our 
sister Grand Jurisdiction which was listened to with marked 
attention. 

BxtraorMnars iRecorb* 

Companion David Woodward made touching allusion 
to the absence of Past Grand Master Hugh McCurdy and 
stated that so far as he knew Companion McCurdy is the 
only one left who was present at the first annual assembly 
which Companion Woodward attended and that this was 
the thirty-second consecutive assembly he had had the pleas- 
ure of attending. Although past eighty-three years of age 
Companion Woodward is still quite a boy and asserts that 
he intends to continue his attendance until he is at least one 
hundred. 

IRttual amendment* 

Companion Horace S. Maynard offered an amendment 
to the ritual and on his motion action was postponed until 
the morning session. 



IRegretd* 

The Grand Recorder read the regrets of Grand Mas- 
ters of other jurisdictions who had been invited to partici- 
pate in our semi-centennial assembly and celebration but for 
various reasons were unable to attend. 
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Hour tot flcxt Session. 

Companion John H. Kingsley, P. M. I. G. M., moved 
that when Grand Council called off it be to nine o'clock to- 
morrow morning and the motion was adopted. 



Correspondence IReport* 

Companion Charles A. Conover, Correspondence Com- 
mittee, made verbal report that the proceedings of sister 
jurisdictions received at his office had been reviewed and 
the same was in print ready for binding in the proceedings. 
The report was adopted. 



Special Correspondence IReport* 

Companion Charles A. Conover read the following spe- 
cial report from the Correspondence Committee relative to 
the new Grand Council of Texas and same was referred to 
the Jurisprudence Committee : 

SPECIAL REPORT, COMMITTEE ON CORRESPONDENCE, GRAND COUNCIL OF 

TEXAS. 

To the Grand Council: 

Your Committee on Correspondence would respectfully call 
the attention of Grand Council to the matter that since our last 
assembly a new Grand Council has been organized or an old one 
revived. The facts appear to be as follows: 

"The Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of Texas 
was duly and legally organized at the town of Huntsville, Texas, 
on the 24th day of June, A. D. 1856, by a convention of Royal and 
Select Masters, convened for that purpose, on the preceding day, 
agreeably to a call by the several subordinate Councils located within 
the State of Texas, and regularly chartered by Grand Councils of 
other jurisdictions. 

"The Grand Council met annually until, and including the 
Ninth Annual Assembly, which was held in the City of Houston, 
Texas, on the 15th and 16th days of June, A. D. 1864, at which time 
Robert M. Elgin, of Houston, Texas, was Most Puissant Grand 
Master." 
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At the ninth Annual Assembly it was decided that it was ex- 
pensive and unnecessary to maintain the Grand Council and a com- 
mittee was appointed to confer with the Grand Chapter then in 
session with a view of consolidation with that body. The Grand 
Chapter approved the proposition and adopted a resolution taking 
jurisdiction of the Council degrees. Since that time the Councils 
have been appended to the Chapters but with separate organization. 

"The degrees of Royal and Select Masters have never been 
conferred in Chapters of Royal Arch Masons in Texas, but in 
Councils, opened and closed in due and ancient form, with none 
present but Select Masters, nor have the officers of Chapters been 
ex-officio officers of the Council unless they were Royal and Select 
Masters. 

"The Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Texas, at its Annual Con- 
vocation, in December, 1906, appointed a committee with instruc- 
tions to make report in respect to the Cryptic Degrees, and at the 
annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter, in December, 1907, said 
Committee reported. After reviewing the history of the organ- 
ization the following resolution was adopted: 

Whereas, During the troublesome times of 1863 the Grand 
Council of Texas R. and S. M.'s deemed it for the best interest of 
the rite to authorize the Grand Chapter of Texas R. A. M.'s as 
its agent and proxy to take charge of and become the custodian 
and guardian of the Councils ; and on June 16th, 1864, an agree- 
ment to that effect was entered into between said sovereign Grand 
Bodies, having the precedent for such control in the early action of 
the General Grand Chapter of the U. S., the Grand Chapter of 
Maryland et al. — and constituted the officers of subordinate Chapters 
ex-officio officers of Councils, fixing the fees for the Council de- 
grees and providing for a uniform ritual, and 

Whereas, The necessities then existing do not now prevail, and 
it is deemed desirable that the Grand Council of Texas should again 
take jurisdiction over the degrees of Royal and Select Master; and 
believing that it will prove beneficial to both the Capitular and 
Cryptic rites to establish such laws as will retain the intimate re- 
lations that have been so long enjoyed; be it 

Resolved, That the Councils of Royal and Select Masters 
under the supervision of this Grand Chapter, be hereby cited to as- 
semble by representatives — the three principal officers thereof— or 
duly appointed delegates — to meet in Waco on the 3d day of De- 
cember, 1907, at 8 o'clock p. m., for the purpose of rehabilitating 
the Grand Council of Texas, R. and S. M. 

2. That on the re-establishment of the said Grand Council of 
Texas, and its confirmation and adoption of the following terms 
and conditions as binding upon it, the same shall thereupon also 
become binding upon this Grand Chapter; and the Grand High 
Priest shall forthwith proclaim that all oversight, control and juris- 
diction over the degrees of Royal and Select Master, by the said 
Grand Chapter, that may have heretofore existed, has terminated, 
ceased and is wholly at an end. He shall immediately notify the 
several Chapters under the obedience of the Grand Chapter of 
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Texas, giving in full the terms of such surrender of jurisdiction; 
and all of the Councils of R. and S. Masters under the control 
of this Grand Chapter shall at once become exclusively subordi- 
nates of the said Grand Council of Texas. 

3. The terms and conditions hereinbefore referred to are as 
follows : 

a. That* Charters shall be issued without charge to all Coun-. 
cils of R. and S. Masters, now existing and recognized by this 
Grand Chapter. 

b. All companions who have received the degrees of Royal 
and Select Master in a Council, while under the care and super- 
vision of the Grand Chapter of Texas, shall be recognized and ac- 
knowledged by the Grand Council of Texas and its subordinates. 

c. All candidates who have been elected to receive, or have 
received a part of all of the Chapter degrees, and have not received 
the degrees of Royal and Select Master, previous to the date on 
which jurisdiction over same is again assumed by the Grand Council 
of Texas, shall, after taking the R. A. degree, be entitled to receive 
the Cryptic degrees in a Council upon application, without requiring 
an election. The $5 fee for the degrees must, however, be paid to 
the Council, which must be the Council having jurisdiction. The 
Secretary of the Chapter shall, in the payment of the said fee, 
certify the facts to the Recorder of the Council. 

d. The fee for dispensation or charter for a new Council of 
Royal and Select Masters shall be $25, and the fee for the Council 
degrees shall be $5. 

e. The Grand Secretary of this Grand Chapter is hereby 
directed to furnish said Grand Council a seal, a ledger and neces- 
sary stationery, together with a supply of charters sufficient for all 
Councils in Texas, the expense of same to be paid by this Grand 
Chapter. 

f. Subordinate Chapters under the jurisdiction of this Grand 
Chapter are hereby required to furnish their local Councils with a 
seal, a ledger and minute book at the expense of the Chapter. 

The following amendments are hereby made to the Consti- 
tution, Resolutions and Edicts of this Grand Chapter, to take effect 
when the foregoing is accepted and ratified by the Grand Council 
of Royal and Select Masters of Texas: 

A separate petition to the nearest Council of Royal and Select 
Masters for the Cryptic degrees, together with the $5 fee for same, 
must accompany the petition for the Chapter degrees. The Secre- 
tary of the Chapter shall deliver the Council petition and fee to 
the Recorder of the Council when the candidate has received the 
R. A. degree. 

On the 3rd of December, 1907, the representatives of 121 of 
the 215 Councils met and reorganized the Grand Council of Texas, 
accepting the terms offered by Grand Chapter. The meeting was 
also called with the sanction and dispensation of Companion Robert 
M. Elgin, who was Grand Master when the Grand Council merged 
with the Grand Chapter. All actions on the matter appear to have 
l>een entirely regular in form and a Grand Council established which 
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is at once the peer of any in existence in both number of Coun- 
cils and members. They start out with 215 regular Councils and 
12,580 members. Every Royal Arch Mason in Texas is also a 
Royal and Select Master, the only jurisdiction on earth where 
such a desirable condition exists. 

In view of the above information. your Committee recommend 
that the Grand Council R. & S. M. of Texas be and is hereby 
recognized as a regularly and duly constituted Grand Council, 
and an exchange of representatives is recommended. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Chas. A. Conover, 

Committee. 



IRepott on 2>tx>tston an& "Reference* 

Companion Albert T. Austin, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Division and Reference of the Grand Master's ad- 
dress, reported as follows and the same was adopted : 

To the Most Illustrious Grand Master, Officers and Companions of 
the Grand Council of the State of Michigan: 
Your Committee to whom was referred the report of our 
Most Illustrious Grand Master beg leave to report the following: 

1 st. That so much as refers to dispensations and the granting 
of new rituals be referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence. 

2nd. That so much as refers to bonds be referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

3rd. That so much as refers to necrology be referred to the 
Committee on Obituaries. 

4th. That so much as refers to the granting of new dispen- 
sations be referred to the Committee on Charters and Dispensa- 
tions. 

5th. That so much as refers to official acts be approved. 
And if in our province your Committee would further recom- 
mend that so far as possible the exercises of the fiftieth anniversary 
celebration be incorporated in the annual report. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Albert T. Austin, 
Frank Scadden, 
Charles J. Lockwood, 

Committee. 
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finance Committee. 

Companion James H. Cummins, Chairman of the Fi- 
nance Committee, presented the report of that Committed 
which was adopted as follows : .; . v 

To the Most Illustrious Grand Council Royal and Select Masters 

of Michigan: 

Companions — Your Finance Committee beg leave to submit 
for your consideration the following report: 

We have examined the books, papers and reports of the Grand 
Recorder and Grand Treasurer and find them correct. The Grand 
Treasurer had in his hands May 18th, 1908, belonging to this Grand 
Council the sum of $3,107.64, for which he had exhibited to your 
Committee, drafts, checks and cash covering said amount. . 

Your Committee would recommend that the Grand Recorder 
be paid the sum of $450.00 for his services as Grand Recorder for 
the past year ending May 18, 1908, and a further sum of $50.00 for 
his report on foreign correspondence to. be published with the pro- 
ceedings of this assembly, and a further sum of fifty dollars for 
his history of this Grand Council since" its organization, and bio-: 
graphical sketches, etc., of the Past Most Illustrious Grand Masters 
and Grand Recorders to be published with the proceedings for this 
year. 

That Companion F. McGregor, Grand Sentinel, be paid the 
sum of $15.00 for his services during this assembly. 

Your Committee would recommend that an order be drawn 
in favor of the Detroit Masonic Temple Association for the sum 
of $25.00 for the use of this Temple during the assembly and an 
order for $5.00 in favor of Companion Joskoski, who runs the 
elevator. 

Your Committee take great pleasure in recommending that 
the Grand Recorder be requested to procure and present to Most 
Illustrious Grand Master Frank O. Gilbert, as a slight token of 
our esteem and regard, a jewel same as given Past Grand Masters 
of this Grand Jurisdiction, and that the sum of $50.00 be allowed 
Companion M. I. Grand Master Gilbert as a slight compensation 
for his services during the past year in the discharge of his official 
duties. 

James H. Cummins, 
Emerson M. Newell, 
Horace E. Hatch, 

Finance Committee. 
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Companion Emerson M. Newell of the Finance Com- 
mittee made a further report from that Committee which 
was adopted as follows : 

To the Grand Council: 

The Finance Committee further recommends that this Grand 
Council appropriate one hundred dollars ($100.00) for the benefit 
of the Masonic Home. 

James H. Cummins, 
Emerson M. Newell, 
Horace E. Hatch, 

Committee. 

Companion Horace E. Hatch of the Finance Committee 
made the following report from that Committee which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the M. I. Grand Master shall be authorized to 
direct the Grand Lecturer to hold Schools of Instruction in such 
Councils as the Most Illustrious Grand Master may direct. 

That Grand Lecturer shall be allowed the sum of three hun- 
dred dollars ($300.00) per year, payable quarterly, and his neces- 
sary expenses in holding said schools. An itemized statement of 
such expenses shall be submitted to the Committee on Finance for 
their approval before warrants are issued for the same. 
. James H. Cummins, 
Emerson M. Newell, 
Horace E. Hatch, 

Committee. 



Called ©ff. 

By order of the M. I. Grand Master at 10:10 P. M. 
the Grand Council was called from labor to refreshment 
until 9 :oo o'clock tomorrow morning. 
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SECOND DAY— MORNING SESSION. 

Detroit, Mich. ) 

Tuesday, May 19, 1908 r 

9:15 o'clock A. M.) 

XCo Xabor* 

The Grand Council was called to labor again by M. I. 
Grand Master, Frank O. Gilbert at 9:15 o'clock A. M. 
Prayer was offered by the Grand Chaplain. Officers and 
Representatives as at opening session. 



"Resolution ot TCbanfts* 

Companion Charles D. Sharrow, of Tyre Council, No. 
10, offered the following resolution which was unanimously 
adopted : 

Whereas, The Golden Anniversary of the Grand Council of 
Cryptic Masonry in Michigan has been appropriately celebrated and 
another Grand Council is about to pass into history, and 

Whereas, The larger success of this anniversary has been pos- 
sible because of the untiring, watchful and zealous work of Monroe 
Council, No. 1, by their securing these splendid accommodations in 
this magnificent Temple dedicated to Masonry, and the further 
providing for the time and place, together with the good things of 
this life when Royal and Select Masters could refresh the inner 
man and thereafter listen to the flow of soul and wit as was our 
privilege last evening, Therefore be it 

Resolved, By this Grand Council in regular annual session 
assembled that we extend to Monroe Council, No. 1, our very great 
appreciation of the same, and that the Grand Recorder be and is 
hereby instructed to communicate to Monroe Council, No. 1, under 
the seal of this Grand Council, our congratulations and that the 
best wishes of this Grand Council shall ever be- with, and for the 
peace and prosperity of Monroe Council, No. 1. 
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Hesolution, fl&asontc Home JSoarfc*. 

Companion James H. Cummins, Chairman of the Fi- 
nance Committee, presented the following resolution offered 
by that Committee which was adopted : 

Most Excellent Grand Council of Michigan R. & S. M.: 
Companions — 

Resolved, That this Grand Council pay not only the actual 
expenses of our representatives on the Board of Control of the 
Michigan Masonic Home, but also their actual expenses when at- 
tending the meetings of the several Committees of the Masonic 
Home Board of which they may be members. We would respect- 
fully ask our representatives on the Masonic Home Board to use 
their influence to have the Masonic Home Board repeal that part 
of Article I, Section II, of their By-laws which reads : "The actual 
expenses of each of them (meaning members of the Board) while 
in attendance upon the meetings of the Board, or while carrying 
on its work, shall be audited by the Board and paid out of the funds 
of the Home.". 

James H. Cummins, 

Emerson M. Newell, 

Horace E. Hatch, 

Finance Committee. 



Jurisprudence Committee* 

Companion Lou B. Winsor, Chairman of the Jurispru- 
dence Committee, presented the report of that Committee 
which was adopted as follows : 

To the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of the State of 

Michigan: 

Your Committee on Jurisprudence to whom was referred 
those portions of the annual report of the Most Illustrious Grand 
Master relative to "dispensations" and "rituals" would respectfully 
report that the special dispensations granted by the Most Illus- 
trious Grand Master were all within province of his high office and . 
in granting the same he exercised that wise judgment which we 
would naturally expect from such an experienced and veteran mem- 
ber of the Cryptic Rite. 

We recommend that his action in each instance be approved by 
this Grand Council. 
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We further recommend that his action in directing the Grand 
Recorder to issue new rituals to Bay City Council No. 53, and 
Flint Council, No. 56, be approved. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
Lou* B. Windsor, 
Charles Cottrell, 
Fred W. Blake, 

Committee. 

Companion • Winsor also made a further report from 
that Committee upon the Grand Council of Texas which 
was also adopted : 

To the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of the State of 
Michigan: 

Your Committee on Jurisprudence to whom was referred the 
special report of the Committee on Correspondence relative to the 
recognition of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of 
the State of Texas would respectfully report that the matter has 
received their careful attention and consideration, and we are satis- 
fied, that the members of the Cryptic Rite of Texas have taken all 
of the necessary steps to establish a legal Grand Council of Royal 
and Select Masters. 

That the history of their Grand Council in merging for a time 
with the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of that Grand 
Jurisdiction is similar to the history of the Grand Councils of Iowa, 
Kentucky, Mississippi, Nebraska, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Texas and Wisconsin. In each of those Grand Jurisdictions the 
Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters have merged with their 
Grand Chapters of Royal Arch Masons and afterwards reorganized 
as Grand Councils, and in each instance they have been recognized 
by this Grand Council. 

We therefore have no hesitancy in recommending that the 
recommendation of the Committee on Correspondence, that the 
Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of Texas be recognized, 
be adopted and the Most Illustrious Grand Master of this Grand 
Council be authorized and empowered to arrange for an exchange 
of Grand Representatives. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Lou B. Winsor, 

Charles Cottrell, 

Fred W. Blake, 

Committee on Jurisprudence. 
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Obituaries. 

The Chairman of the Obituary Committee who had the 
data for the report was not present and on motion of the 
Grand Recorder the report was ordered printed when re- 
ceived. 

Souvenir pins. 

Neat little gold souvenir pins of the Council emblem 
were furnished actual members of Grand Council in attend- 
ance, and on motion of Companion John H. Kingsley the 
Grand Recorder was authorized to sell any of the pins pro- 
cured by the semi-centennial committee to any Companions 
desiring them at fifty cents each and also to keep a supply 
on hand to furnish to any Companions desiring them here- 
after, as there had been no distinctive Council pin hereto- 
fore. 

Election of Grant) Officers. 

The hour having arrived for the election of Grand Offi- 
cers the Grand Master appointed as tellers: 

Companions Lou B. Winsor, 
William Wente, 
William H. Vaniderstine, 
and as collectors Companions A. S. Putnam and William 
M. Perrett. After a careful canvas of the votes cast the 
following Companions were declared elected to the respec- 
tive offices named : 

Charles H. Patterson, Detroit, M. I. Grand Master. 

Emory Townsend, Saginaw, Deputy Grand Master. 

William P. Perry, Hillsdale, Grand Principal Con- 
ductor of Work. 

Charles M. Norton, Lansing, Grand Treasurer. 

Charles A. Conover, Coldwater, Grand Recorder. 

Rev. William H. Thomas, Wyandotte, Grand Chap- 
lain. 

Arthur H. McCloud, Detroit, Grand Lecturer. 

John Nichol, Ionia, Grand Captain of Guard. 
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Frank P. Wilcox, Detroit, Grand Conductor of 
Council. 

George C. Monroe, South Haven, Grand Steward. 
James F. McGregor, Detroit, Grand Sentinel. 



IRttual 1Ret>tston. 

Companion Horace S. Maynard called up the matter 
of the Ritual revision laid over to this session. The resolu- 
tion was as follows: 



Resolved, That Thrice Illustrious Masters be and are hereby 
authorized to insert in the rituals in their possession the letter "R" 
before the final "M" in tfye fifth line of the History on page 25. 

The matter was discussed by Companions Maynard, 
Cross, Wilcox, Pagelson, Nichol, Wright, Baldrey, Lock- 
wood, and McCloud, after which the resolution was adopted. 



Cbattets ant> Dispensations* 

Companion John H. McCallum, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Charters and Dispensations, read the following 
report of that Committee which was adopted: 

To the Most Illustrious Grand Masters, Officers and Members 'of 
the Grand Council of the State of Michigan: 
Your Committee on Charters and Dispensations to whom was 
referred so much of the Grand Master's report as pertains to the 
granting of a dispensation to Darius Council, of Iron Mountain, 
beg leave to report: 

That they have had the matter under consideration. Your 
Committee find that the books of Darius Council have not been 
forwarded to the Grand Recorder, but that the report of the Re- 
corder has been received, and we find it in proper form, and we do 
hereby recommend that if upon examination of the books by the 
M. I. Grand Master, he shall be satisfied as to the condition of the 
Council, that a charter be granted. 

John H. McCallum, 
Charles J. Gray, 
Wm. H. Booth, 

Committee. 
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Jewel presented 

Companion Charles A. Conover, Grand Recorder, 
called up the retiring M. I. Grand Master, Companion 
Frank O. Gilbert, and on behalf of the 7,000 Select Masters 
of Michigan presented him with a Past Grand Master's 
Jewel. Companion Gilbert made a fitting response assuring 
his Companions that it would ever be treasured by him as 
emblematical of the love and esteem of the Royal Craft of 
Michigan. 



Installation. 

The Grand Master called Companion Dallas D. Alton, 
P. M. I. G. M., to the chair to preside during the installa- 
tion of Grand Officers and the ceremonies were performed 
by Companion Alton in full form. 



Stan&ing Committees* 

After his installation the M. I. Grand Master, Charles 
H. Patterson appointed the following standing committees 
for the ensuing year : 

Finance — 

Companions James H. Cummins, Detroit. 
Emerson M. Newell, Fenton. 
Horace E. Hatch, Detroit. 

Jurisprudence — 

Companions Lou B. Winsor, Reed City. 

Horace S. Maynard, Charlotte. 
Charles Cottrell, Bay City. 

Charters and Dispensations — 

Companions Phillip Blum, Ann Arbor. 
Joseph E. Noll, Jackson. 
Charles J. Gray, Petoskey. 
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Obituaries — 

Companions Edward J. Wright, Lansing. 
Frank Scadden, Crystal Falls. 
Edward N. Pagelson, Detroit. 

Correspondence — 

Companion Charles A. Conover, Grand Re- 
corder, Coldwater. 

Board of Control, Masonic Home — 

Companion Elias C. Phillips, St. Louis, for 
three years. 



illostno. 

No further business appearing the Grand Master closed 
the Grand Council in AMPLE FORM with prayer by the 
Grand Chaplain. 

CHARLES H. PATTERSON, 

M . /. Grand Master. 




Attest : 



Charles A. Conover, 

Grand Recorder. 
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SEMI - CENTENNIAL PROCEEDINGS 



Temple, ) 
t, Mich. V 
19, 1908. ) 



Masonic Temple, j 
Detroit, 
May 19, 

Banquet- 

The Grand Officers, Past Grand Officers and Represen- 
tatives of Grand Council assembled in the parlors of the 
beautiful Masonic Temple in Detroit and at five o'clock 
P. M. formed lines and marched to the banquet hall where 
covers were laid for one hundred and thirty. The following 
menu was served: 



flDenu. 

Mock Bisque Cheese Sticks 

Fried Spring Chicken 
Creamed Bermuda Potatoes 
Succotash- 
Tea Biscuits Salted Nuts 
Tutti Frutti Angefs Food 
* Macaroons Cocoanut Chips 

Coffee 
Cigars 



Exercises* 

Address F. O. Gilbert, M. 111. Grand Master 

Music, Baritone Solo George M. Robinson 

Fifty Years of Cryptic Masonry. J. H. Kingsley, P. G. M. 

Duet Chas. Kuschel and G. M. Robinson 

Our Record Chas. A. Conover, Grand Recorder 
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Bass Solo Chas. Kuschel 

The Spiritual Side of Masonry 

Rev. J. A. Dunkel, Grand Chaplain 

Arthur H. McCloud, P. G. M., Toastmaster. 

After refreshing the inner man the M. I. Grand Master 
Frank O. Gilbert, in fitting words welcomed the Compan- 
ions to the celebration of the half century anniversary of 
the organization of the Grand Council of Michigan. He 
spoke of the principles of Masonry which unite so many 
men of many minds into one common society of brothers 
and Companions. He then announced that he had requested 
Companion Arthur H. McCloud, P. G. M., to preside as 
toastmaster for the occasion. 

After a selection of music the toastmaster called upon 
Past Grand Master, John H. Kingsley, who gave an address 
on "Fifty Years of Cryptic Masonry." 

FIFTY YEARS OF CRYPTIC MASONRY 

By John H. Kingsley, P. G. M. 

Mr. Toastmaster, Officers and Representatives of Grand Council: 

I have been given ten minutes by the illustrious chairman of 
your Committee of Arrangements in which to discuss fifty years 
of Cryptic Masonry. It has been a mystery to me how he mea- 
sured my capacity so accurately. Ten minutes from now you will 
undoubtedly all call him blessed and be tempted to give him a vote 
of thanks for the safeguard thus thrown about you by the limita- 
tion he has placed upon me. When I saw the names of the dis- 
tinguished gentlemen following mine on the program and noted 
that one who is so able, and thoroughly equipped, will place the 
record of the Grand Council before you, and the other eminently 
fitted as he is, was to discuss the religious phase of Masonry, I 
wondered where I could begin and still more did I wonder where 
and how I would end. One week from tomorrow, at the city of 
Jackson, in a new and beautiful temple, Grand Lodge will open its 
sixty-fourth annual session. Tomorrow noon the Grand Chapter 
will assemble in this magnificent building for its sixtieth Convoca- 
tion. This evening the gavel of our Most Illustrious Grand Master 
-will sound the beginning of the second half century of Cryptic 
Masonry in Michigan. 
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These periods are long when compared with the past yet short 
when measured by an ordinary lifetime. In a neighboring town of 
mine a very estimable lady, soon after celebrating her one hun- 
dredth birthday, passed beyond that mysterious veil which to us is 
never lifted. Only nineteen such lives stretching one back of another 
would reach to the childhood of our Savior. Indeed the life of 
this Grand Council spans one fortieth of this vast space of time 
and yet there are those present this evening who can well remember 
the trials and vicisitudes of its earlier years and noted with satis- 
faction and pride its advancement to the front rank of our sister 
Grand Jurisdictions. This improvement is the result of the earnest 
work and pains taken to make the degrees attractive. In Masonry, 
as in everything else, we build now for the benefit of the future. 
The work of Solomon and his associates is the foundation of our 
Masonic symbolism. 

Christ suffered crucifixion that the great truths of the Chris- 
tian religion might be impressed upon mankind, and the influence 
of his teachings have come down to us thru a score of centuries, 
spreading their influence all over the world, making Him today 
the most notable character in all history. - 

Galileo, after years of research into the mysteries of as- 
tronomy, declared that the earth was round and that it revolved 
around the sun. This contention was received with ridicule and 
he was greeted with ribaldry and derision. Yet this idea found 
lodgment in the fertile brain of Columbus, and acting upon it, he 
overcame obstacles almost unsurmountable and finally accom- 
plished his purpose in the discovery of this great hemisphere. In 
more modern times men of brain and energy have worked out im- 
portant events which have produced wonderful effects on suc- 
ceeding generations. The battle of Waterloo sealed the fate of an 
ambitious, but unscrupulous monarch, and changed the destiny of 
Europe. The Revolutionary War freed the young and struggling 
colonists from a yoke of bondage and laid the foundation of a 
nation that had done more to spread civilization and enlightment 
thruout the world than all others. The master mind of Bismark 
grasped at opportunity, and the iron will of that brilliant statesman 
carried his ideas into execution resulting in the founding of the 
mighty German Empire. The speech of Lincoln at Gettysburg was 
one of the most beautiful gems of thought that ever came from the 
brain of man or ever uttered by human tongue. It was not meant 
for its effect upon those who heard it but was calculated to point 
out the way for the uniting of a nation that had been sundered by 
a terrible and cruel siege of Civil warfare, and its effect was far- 
reaching in bringing to the minds of the people that although one 
section was covered with ruin and desolation, families were broken 
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up, separated, and in some instances almost wiped out, yet the war 
had ordained and established that this nation was one, and that 
charity should be extended by the victors to the conquered. In 
fifty years from now this important event will have ceased to be 
a memory, for the last living participants will long since have 
passed from the stage of life and the affairs of this nation will be 
in the hands of those born long afterward, to whom the war will 
simply be a black page in our history. 

The circumstances and acts of the men I have referred to and 
those of many others I might mention have had their effect and will 
continue to have for ages to come. I have spoken of notable men 
and referred to important events in the history of the world to 
illustrate how necessary it is for us to so build, improve and en- 
large this great fraternal edifice that future directors of this Grand 
Council may profit by what we have done and continue to improve 
and beautify the edifice. If one could foresee the possibilities, the 
conditions, fifty years from now! One would be a charlatan in- 
deed did he attempt a description. Imagine this beautiful city of 
Detroit with a million people, Michigan with a hundred thousand 
Master Masons, double - the present members of Royal Arch and 
Royal and Select Masters. The degrees conferred amidst surround- 
ings of splendor and beauty beyond the conception of some of our 
talented workers of today. But I am trespassing on the time of 
others and must close. The Grand Council is about to open the most; 
interesting assembly in its history, and I take great pleasure in con- 
gratulating the officers and representatives upon the flourishing and 
prosperous condition of the order. There are no clouds on our 
financial or fraternal horizon, only bright prospects are before us. 
The pathway of Cryptic Masonry seems to stretch away to beautiful 
and shaded parts, refreshing and bounteous in material for the up- 
building of the order and .offering a vast field for difusing the 
teachings that tend only towards the elevation and betterment of 
mankind. 

After another musical number the toastmaster an- 
nounced as the next subject "Our Record," by Charles A. 
Conover, Grand Recorder. 

OUR RECORD AS A GRAND COUNCIL 

By Charles A. Conover, Grand Recorder. 

It has occurred to me that our celebration today of the Semi- 
centennial Anniversary of the organization of this Grand Council 
may seem to the outside world somewhat peculiar. Cryptic Ma- 
sonry is not much known by the world at large. We lay no cor- 
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nerstones, dedicate no temples, perform no funeral obsequies. We 
have no gaudy uniform and no manual of arms. The world hears 
little of us and sees nothing. Our history as a body, to them is of 
little interest from the very nature of things, yet to every true 
Companion of the Cryptic Rite it is very dear. We are deeply 
interested in the organization and the founders who made it pos- 
sible for us to be here tonight, around the festal board, in this 
magnificent Temple, to perpetuate the remembrance of those true 
and loyal Companions who builded this beautiful Rite on such a 
solid fundation, that alone, and unaided by any other organization, 
and limited for material to those who have found preferment in the 
Royal Arch, we have steadily, year by year, progressed forward 
and upward until today we number the splendid total of 7,000 tried 
and true Companions. Taking the basis of estimate in other Bodies, 
there have been upwards of 15,000 Companions who have passed the 
Circle of Perfection and been admitted to the Ninth Arch through- 
out our fair State of Michigan, since the Cryptic Rite was launched 
upon its uncertain journey. 

Who here would insinuate that the contemned thirteen was 
after all so unlucky as its accusers would lead us to believe? 

On the I3th # day of January, 1858, there met together in the* 
ante-room of the old Masonic Hall, completed and occupied in 1857 by 
Detroit Lodges and located on leased ground owned by Joseph 
Campau (now 133 Jefferson Avenue) the representatives of three 
small, weak Councils which had only recently received charters 
from Connecticut, and become full fledged self-governed bodies. 
But these Councils were not lacking in courage and the organization 
was completed with great care. 

(Companion Conover continued with a brief resume of the 
history of the first fifty years of the life of Grand Council as se- 
. lected from the Chapter on Grand Council of Michigan in the His- 
tory of Cryptic Masonry published in this volume. As the subject 
is treated more in detail in the History it is not reproduced here.) 

After another musical number the toastmaster an- 
nounced the inability of the Grand Chaplain, Rev. J. Am- 
brose Dunkel, to be present and called upon Companion Lou 
B. Winsor for some remarks. Although called upon with- 
out any warning Companion Winsor gave a splendid talk 
interspersed with descriptions of the beautiful scenes wit- 
nessed by him in his many travels in this and foreign lands. 
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Silent TEoast* 

The toastmaster proposed a silent toast in pure water 
to the memory of the absent ones, which was participated 
in by all standing. This concluded the exercises of the 
evening and the memory of the happy occasion will linger 
long in the minds of all who participated. 



Souvenir pins. 

Beautiful gold souvenir pins in triangular form with 
the Council Emblem, the trowel suspended in the broken 
triangle, were distributed as souvenirs of the occasion to 
those who participated in the pleasant occasion. 



©tcctinfls an& "Regrets- 

The following letters were received from distinguished 
Companions who were unable to be present at the semi- 
centennial anniversary : 

Altoona, Pa., May 12, 1908. 

I beg to acknowledge your kind invitation to be present at the 
Golden Anniversary of the Grand Council of Michigan, and regret 
to state that it will be impossible for me to be with you at that 
time. 

Nothing would afford me more pleasure than to be able to meet 
with the Companions of your Grand Council, of Royal and Select 
Master Masons of your State, knowing full well that our acquaint- 
ance would enhance those friendly feelings characteristic of 
Cryptic Masonry. 

I am glad to say that Cryptic Masonry is in a flourishing con- 
dition in Pennsylvania, and I hope the same interest is manifested 
in your State. 

Trusting that you may have a glorious and harmonious session, 
and may you have the good will, and the blessings of the Grand 
Architect of the Universe, with you at all times. 

I extend to you my hearty congratulations, and with best 
wishes for your future welfare, I am, 

Yours fraternally, 

John Henry Lape, 

M. P. Grand' Master. 
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New York, May 14, 1908. 
I had hoped to avail myself of your courteous invitation to 
attend the Semi-Centennnial of your Grand Council, but find my- 
self unable to so arrange some business matters as to permit of my 
absence. 

Accept my sincere regrets, with an expression of my best 
wishes for the success and continued prosperity of your Grand 
Council. » 

I have the honor to remain, 

Courteously and fraternally yours, 
William H. Andrews, 

Grand Master. 



Arkadelphia, Ark., May 5, 1908. 

" I am in receipt of your invitation to be present at the celebra- 
tion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Grand Council of Royal 
and Select Masters of the State of Michigan. I hearitly appreciate 
the courtesy extended me through this invitation and it is a source 
of regret to me that I am unable to be present at this Convocation, 
for there is no branch of Masonry that appeals to me more thor- 
oughly than that of Cryptic Masonry, and as it is what we would 
term in married parlance "The Golden Wedding," I sincerely trust 
that the meeting may be showered with the golden rays of sunshine, 
and that happiness dispensed that only comes from the heart who 
has been permitted to enter in and penetrate the secrets of the 
Ninth Arch. 

I had the pleasure of meeting the representatives of the Grand 
Council of R. & S. Masters of Michigan at the Convention held in 
the City of Little Rock some five years ago. I have the souvenir 
authorized by your Grand Council and I prize it very much. 

While it is not my pleasure to be with you upon this occasion 
I certainly trust that it may be our pleasure to meet where the 
adoration of the twelfth hour will be complete, and the design upon 
the trestle board shall be perfect, when we are to be gathered to- 
gether, in the last day by the Supreme Grand Master of the Uni- 
verse. 

Again thanking you and with fraternal greetings to the Grand 
Body, I beg to remain, 

Yours fraternally, 

C. L. Brown, 

Grand Master. 
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Storrs, Conn., May n, 1908. 
It is with much regret that I feel obliged to write that I can- 
not be present at the Semi-Centennial of the Grand Council. I 
shall certainly have you all in mind when the event occurs. T shall 
be much pleased to have you carry to the old friends my best 
wishes and my regrets that distance prevents my meeting with 
them more often. I have the pleasure of attending the Grand Coun- 
cil in this State nearly every year, and at the meeting a year ago 
had conferred upon me the degree of Super Excellent Master, 
which I had never received in Michigan. 
Yours fraternally, 

A. G. Gulley, 
Past M. I. Grand Master of Michigan. 



Chicago, III., May 5, 1908. 
Accept thanks for invitation to participate in the festivities 
attending the Semi-Centennial celebration of the Grand Council of 
Michigan, R. &. S. M., as well as regrets for my inability to be 
present on that occasion. May the coming fifty years see the full 
fruition of the hopes of the past fifty years. Illinois sends greet- 
ing to Michigan. 

Fraternally, 

George W. Warvelle, 

Past Grand Master. 



Goshen, Ind., April 24, 1908. 
Your kind invitation, to attend the fiftieth Semi-Centennial, 
May 18 and 19, at hand. Many thanks for same. 

I do not think at present that I can be with you on that date, 
but should I find it possible to arrange later to be with you I will 
advise you. 

Fraternally yours, 

D. H. Hawks, 

M. III. Grand Master. 



36 Bowdoin Street, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 

Fourth May, 1908. 
Permit me to thank you most cordially for the kind invitation 
to attend the Semi-Centennial of your Grand Council the eigh- 
teenth of this month. 
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I regret exceedingly that the nature of my business is such that 
I cannot arrange to accept. I assure you that it would give me the 
greatest pleasure to be with you and to share in the joy of the 
occasion. But duty prevents and all that I can do is to give to 
your Most Illustrious Grand Master, and through him to the 
Grand Council of Michigan, the assurance of the great joy of the 
Companions of the Cryptic Rite in Massachusetts at the successful 
rounding out of a half century of useful work in the grand, old 
Peninsular State. 

May all prosperity continue with you; may each and every 
Companion take renewed interest as you begin the second half 
century; may the spirit of our beloved Rite receive more and more 
practical exemplification in the lives of our Companions; may each 
and all of us build yet statelier mansions as the swift seasons roll, 
build yet nobler and better into the structure of our Temple. And 
may He, without whose approving smile our labors are in vain, give 
strength to your endeavors and support to your exertions. 
Fraternally yours, 

Edwin S. Crandon, 
Most Illustrious Grand Master, Grand Council of Royal and Select 

Masters of Massachusetts. 



I will not be present at the banquet in honor of the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Grand Council R. & S. M. at Detroit, May 18, 
1908. 

Many thanks. Am very sorry cannot be with you. Best 
wishes. 

Signed, R. Leslie Chiles, 

Grand Master, Grand Council of Tennessee. 



Salisbury, North Carolina, April 27, 1908. 
Your very kind invitation to me to participate in the Golden An- 
niversary of the institution of the Grand Council of Royal and 
Select Masters of the State of Michigan, to be held on May 18th, 
1908, in the city of Detroit, is duly received and greatly appreciated. 
If it were possible it would give me great pleasure to be with you 
and participate in these interesting and delightful ceremonies; but 
our own Grand Council is to hold its 32nd Grand Assembly on May. 
12th, and other important engagements will prevent my acceptance 
of your very kind invitation. 

With kind fraternal regards, I am, 

Zealously yours, E. B. Neave, 

M. I. Grand Master. 
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Lexington, Ky., April 29, 1908. 
Your kind invitation received, and am very sorry that the affairs 
of life, and the distance will prevent my being present at your an- 
nual assembly, in person, but will be with you in spirit. 

Thanking you for your kind remembrance and with fraternal 
greetings from the Grand Council of Kentucky, I am, 
Fraternally thine, 

John T. Kincaid, 

Grand Master. 



Baltimore, Maryland, April 30, 1908. 
Your invitation duly received. I would be delighted to be with 
you at the celebration of your anniversary but cannot. You have my 
earnest wish that it will be enjoyable as you can desire. I en- 
close copy of Ode which will explain itself, and as you propose to 
have the ladies with you I suppose you will have music and about 
the time I think you are singing, I will take a drink. Let the good 
work go on and may we all meet at the next triennial. Remember 
me to all Companions. 

Fraternally, 

Henry C. Larrabee, 

General Grand Master, 

Oh, say did you see by the Secret Vault's light, 

How the arches stood firm when the Temple was burning! 
When Craftsmen, Companions, in darkness of night, 
To their Holy of Holies in haste were returning. 
Their Temple on fire! 
Flames rising higher! 
With courage undaunted their hearts did aspire. 

Oh, say does our Temple at Baltimore yet stand, 
The shrine of the free and the hope of the land? 

Oh, yes we did see by the Secret Vault's light, 

How the arches stood firm when the Temple was burning. 
When the cries of brave men contending with might, 
Against the fierce foe, yet sadly were learning, 
Though feathers were singM, 
And corselets unhing'd, 
In duty's dark hour that true men ne'er cringM. 
. And our Temple in beauty shall surely yet stand, 
Our Baltimore's pride of our own Maryland. 
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So the arches stood firm and held up the walls. 

While the flames fiercely roared and consumed into ashes 
Both Lodge and the Chapter, while the Templars' loud calls, 
At intervals heard between the roar and the flashes, 
"One place is secure, 
Of this we are sure, 
Where the Royal, Select in Council endure!" 
And the Temple rebuilt in glory shall stand, 
The shrine of the free and the hope of the land. 

With pick and the spade, the rubbish remove. 

The trowel we'll apply with plumb, level, and square. 
Like bees in their hives, we'll labor with love, 
Our Temple rebuild, while working with care, 
And never revolt, 
Nor e'er call a halt, 
Till the Cap-stone's replaced o'er our Secret Vault; 
And our Temple once more in her glory doth stand, 
The shrine of the free and the hope of the land. 



Chicago, III., April 25, 1908. 
I am just in receipt of your courteous invitation to be with you 
at the banquet in honor of the fiftieth anniversary of the Grand 
Council, R. & S. M. of Michigan, on 18th of May next, and regret 
very much that prior engagements will make it impossible for me 
to be present on that occasion. 

Permit me, in the name of the Grand Council of Illinois, to 
congratulate you on having arrived at the half-way milestone in 
your century, and, to wish that your present strength and vigor, 
may not diminish, but rather become greater as the years roll on. 
Thanking you most sincerely for your kindly invitation, I am, 
Fraternally yours, 

Will C. Rood, 
Grand Master, Grand Council R. & S. M. of Illinois. 



Mauston, Wis., April 29, 1908. 

The invitation to the Fiftieth Annual Assembly of the Grand 
Council Royal and Select Masters of the State of Michigan duly 
receiyed. 

It would indeed be a pleasure to me to meet with the Com- 
panions of Michigan on the Fiftieth Anniversary but I sincerely re- 
gret that I will be unable to attend. 
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Wisconsin sends greetings : We are pleased with the good work 
that Michigan is doing in the Cryptic Rite. 
Yours fraternally, 

J. E. Palmer, 
Most III. Grand Master. 



Greenville, S. C, April 28, 1908. 
I am just in receipt of your courteous invitation to be present at 
the Golden Anniversary of the Grand Council of Royal and Select 
Masters of the State of Michigan, at Detroit, May 18th, 1908. 

I appreciate the compliment and regret that business engage- 
ments will prevent my acceptance. 

Wishing you much pleasure on this happy occasion, I am, 
Fraternally yours, 

George T. Bryan, 

Grand Master. 



White River Junction, Vermont, April 27, 1908. 
Your very kind and courteous invitation to attend the banquet 
in honor of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Grand Council R. & S. 
M. at Detroit, May 18, 1908, to hand. 

I regret exceedingly that I will be unable to accept the same. 
Kindly accept my congratulations, and with best wishes for your 
continued prosperity, I am with regards and greetings, 
Sincerely and fraternally yours, 

David A. Elliott, 
Grand Master, Grand Council of Vermont. 
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HISTORY OF CRYPTIC MASONRY. 



A Short Review of the Origin of the Rite and its Introduction 
into the American Masonic System. 



By CHARLES A. CONOVER, 
Grand Recorder. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the word was with God t 
and the word was God. 

All things great or small must have a beginning but it is not 
always an easy task to trace backwards through years of history 
and discover the origin, too often veiled in obscurity. The whole 
history of Masonry both real and legendary has centered around 
a single word. The tradition and lessons taught in the first branch 
of American Masonry, the Lodge, leave the postulant with the 
sense of having almost in his grasp the much desired, when he finds 
he must be content with a substitute. This was as far as he could 
progress in his search for truth but later, the Royal Arch teach- 
ings were severed from the Lodge and the degree was arranged to 
further teach how the original was preserved, but the intervening 
gap was too much to satisfy the inquiring mind of the Masonic 
student and the result was the formation of Cryptic Masonry. The 
OFigin of this beautiful Rite is unknown and Masonic students 
disagree as to the date of its introduction into this country. In 
fact it is not absolutely certain that the continent knew of these 
degrees prior to their appearance here in America about the begin- 
ning of the nineteenth century. The •Scottish Rite has been cred- 
ited with their origin and different authorities credit its inception 
to the French, some to the German, and still others to the English, 
after the Masonic arrival in the eighteenth century. 

That eminent Masonic scholar and prolific writer, Dr. Albert 
G. Mackey, in 1867, after a diligent search through records and 
legends arrived at a conclusion on the matter which he sums up as 
follows : 

"We gather the following results as to the history of the in- 
troduction of these degrees into the United States. 

"1. The degrees of Royal and Select Masters were originally 
brought to this country by an Inspector General of the Ancient and 
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Accepted Rite, in the year 1783, deposited by him in the archives, 
and placed under the control of the Council of Princes of Jerusalem, 
which was organized in the city of Charleston, South Carolina, in 
that year. 

"2. These degrees were at first conferred in Charleston, by the 
Council of Princes of Jerusalem, as 'detached degrees,' or what in 
more modern phrase would be called 'side degrees' of the Ancient 
and Accepted Rite. 

"3. They were disseminated over the whole country by agents 
or representatives of this Rite, who conferred them on any qualified 
persons whom they pleased to select, but always with the administra- 
tion of a pledge of allegiance to the Supreme Council of the Ancient 
and Accepted Rite. 

"4. Charters were granted by these agents of the Supreme 
Council for the establishment of Councils of Royal and Select Mas- 
ters, in different States, which Councils subsequently united in the 
formation of State Grand Councils, and threw off their allegiance 
to the Supreme Council of the A. and A. Rite. I do not believe that 
charters were ever granted immediately and directly by the Supreme 
Council. I think that they were always issued in its name by its 
agents, who were empowered so to do by a general warrant. Thus 
I have been enabled to trace the original Councils of Alabama to 
the action of John Barker, who was an authorized agent of the 
Supreme Council. Perhaps more work was done in this way by 
Jeremy L. Cross, under the same claim, than by any other man in 
the United States. 

"In this manner the control of these degrees has been gradu- 
ally but permanently taken from the Supreme Council of the An- 
cient and Accepted Rite, and they have now become a constituted 
part of what is beginning to be called the American Rite, to which, 
indeed, they properly belong, since they are absolutely necessary for 
the proper illustration of the Royal Arch degree. 

"The Inspector-General of the Ancient and Accepted Rite, at 
least in the Southern Council, still claim, although they very sel- 
dom exercise it, the right to confer these degrees on qualified per- 
sons, and it can hardly be denied that Royal and Select Masters, 
so made, would be legal and regular. To doubt it would be to 
throw 7 suspicion on the legality of every Council and every Select 
Master of the present day, since they derive their existence from 
founders originally made in this way by Inspector-General. If the 
fountain is defiled, we can hardly expect that the streams which 
flow from it should be pure.- 

"This connection of the degrees of Royal and Select Master 
with the Ancient and Accepted Rite, will readily account for the 
resemblance which is found in these degrees, in phraseology and 
symbolism, to that Rite. Their legends, however, assimilate them 
more closely to the Royal Arch of the York and American Rites, 
than to the corresponding Knights of the Ninth Arch of the An- 
cient and Accepted Rite. Hence, in making them the eighth and 
ninth degrees of the American Rite, it must be admitted that Ma- 
sonic ritualists have put them in the right place." 

The learned Brother William J. Hughan, of England, says: 
"Cryptic Masonry has been worked in England more or less regular- 
ly for over a century, in fact from about 1760." 
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Brother Charles K. Francis, of Pennsylvania, says : 

"The Cryptic degrees, probably, were introduced into this 
country from England during the latter part of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. A committee of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Ver- 
mont, in a report to that body in the year 1850, said in reference 
to the degrees of Royal Masters and Select Masters, The Masonic 
traditionary family acknowledges their place upon the genealogical 
tree, and they became, by voluntary consent, a legitimate portion 
of the bearing branches. No one seems to have doubted that they 
originally sprang from genuine Masonic soil and bore fruit as 
scions to the credit of the mother tree.' The same committee said 
further in regard to these degrees that, They place a high value 
on them and are ready to state their own convictions that without 
them Royal Arch Masonry is imperfect;' also, 'If well-attested Ma- 
sonic history does not deceive us, they (Royal and Select Mas- 
ters degrees) had found a resting place in this part of the North 
American continent before even regularly recognized Royal Arch 
Masonry itself was legitimately established here/" 

Brother J. W. S. Mitchell, in his "History of Freemasonry," ex- 
presses the opinion that the degrees of Royal Master and Select 
Master were introduced into this country as early as the year 1766, 
and he quotes the statement of Brother Philip C. Tucker, Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Vermont during the period 1847- 
1861, and Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of the same 
State during the period 1852- 1857, that 

"We have good authority for saying that, as early as 1766, they 
were conferred in the city of Albany," * * * "They were also, not 
far from that time, introduced into Rhode Island, and, subsequently, 
into Massachusetts and Maryland, and before the establishment of 
the Grand Lodge of Perfection at Charleston, in 1783." 

Brother E. T. Schultz, in his "History of Freemasonry in Mary- 
land," says: 

"It is stated that the Royal and Select degrees were 
conferred by Andrew Francken, in Albany, in 1769. The fact, how- 
ever, is beyond dispute, that in the year 1783 the degrees of Royal 
Master and Select Master were conferred in the city of Charleston, 
South Carolina, for, in February, 1827 (as stated by Dr. Mackey in 
his 'Manual of Cryptic Masonry'), a committee appointed by the 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of South Carolina to inquire into the 
history of the degrees of Royal and Select Masters, reported that 
these degrees were introduced into Charleston, S. C, in the year 
1783, and that brethren who then received the degrees 'are still liv- 
ing, venerable for their years and warm attachment to the glorious 
cause of Freemasonry, and highly respected and esteemed in the 
community where they have so long and so honorably sojourned.'" 

Companion Francis further says : "In the latter part of the last 
century the degrees of Royal and Select Masters were conferred in 
the States of Virginia and Maryland by Companion Joseph Myers. In 
1792 the Select Master's degree was conferred in the city of Bal- 
timore, Md., under the authority of a body styled 'Grand Council 
of Select Masters,' which was established by Brother Henry Wil- 
mans, who in 1794, became Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
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Free and Accepted Masons of Maryland. Brother Wilmans died 
in 1795, and Brother Philip P. Eckel is described as 'one of the 
most distinguished and enlightened Masons of his day; the ex- 
ponent of Masonic law and work* in Maryland, to whom 'the 
brethren resorted for consultation and instruction/ The brethren 
of his State honored him with the high offices of Grand Secre- 
tary of the Grand Lodge, and Grand High Priest of the Grand 
Royal Arch Chapter; and he also filled the office of General Grand 
Scribe of the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United 
States. His Masonic papers came into the possession of Brother 
E. T. Schultz, the distinguished author of the History of Free- 
masonry in Maryland. 

"It has been asserted that toward the close of the last century, 
the Royal Arch degree (which was worked in this country under 
the warrant of the Blue Lodge, embraced several sections, and 
that about the year 1795 the system of Chapter work was arranged 
by Thomas Smith Webb and others, with the following degrees in 
the order named, viz. : Mark Master, Past Master, Most Ex- 
cellent Master, and Royal Arch ; and that they formed a new body 
called the Council, with the degrees of Royal Master, Select Mas- 
ter, and Super Excellent Master. 

"Thus it appears that, for a period of more than three-quarters 
of a century since the so-called revival of 1717 in England, Free- 
masonry had been undergoing a process of expansion and develop- 
ment within the domain of the Lodge, until a point was reached 
when a division of the household became necessary, and, as stated 
in the report of the Committee. on Masonic Law and Usage, of the 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Arkansas, in 1853, 'Royal Arch 
Masonry separated itself from Blue Masonry, organized itself, in- 
vented three new degrees, and commenced an independent existence. 
The Royal and Select Masters formed themselves into Councils, 
and, after a time, they too organized themselves into Grand Coun- 
cils and claimed an independent existence/ 

"The chairman of that committee, and who wrote the report 
from which the foregoing extract is taken, is our distinguished 
brother, General Albert Pike, to whose genius the Freemasons of. 
America and Europe pay the' willing tribute of their love and ad- 
miration. The same proceedings contain the further statement from 
Brother Pike, that, 'Time has created these distinct organizations. 
The York Rite has seen Chapter Masonry secede from it, organ- 
ize, and set up for itself/ * * * 'Masonry divided itself into 
different rites and jurisdictions, each with its own train of degrees, 
as people organize themselves into political communities. Time 
has confirmed each in its respective possessions, and prescription 
has ripened possession into title/ " 

So much for the opinions of these writers. Now comes Com- 
panion George W. Warvelle, of Illinois, in his "Sketch of Cryptic 
Masonry" and says: 

"Among the many systems of Exalted Masonic Symbolism now 
practiced in the United States, none has received a more general 
recognition or hearty acceptance than the beautiful allegory known 
as the Rite of the Secret Vault Yet, like the great mass of our 
traditions, degrees and ceremonial observances, its origin is un- 
known, and its early history, for the most part, consists merely of 
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legends that are incapable of verification and, in some instances, 
unworthy of belief. Its fundamental principles may, indeed, be 
traced to the English Masonry of the revival, but there is no 
evidence that its degrees, as such, were ever known or practiced 
outside of our own country prior to the commencement of the last 
century, and the prepondering opinion of Masonic archaeologists 
now is that they are the works of the early American ritualists. 

"The statement has been freely advanced, by no inconsiderable 
number of brethren who have heretofore written upon this theme, 
that all of the council degrees were derived primarily from the 
Scottish Rite and that they are of French or German origin. An 
analysis of the sources of information must, however, leave a doubt 
in the mind of every candid and unbiased investigator, and to this 
is added the further facts that they bear neither legendary affinity 
nor chronological sequence to any of the continental Royal Arch 
Systems, past or present, or to that now employed in the A. A. S. R. 
The degree of Select Master can be made to synchronize with the 
14th degree of the latter rite, while the scene of action in both 
degrees is identical, to-wit: The S. V.; but the action itself is 
entirely dissimilar and the circumstances of location implies noth- 
ing more than to indicate a remote common ancestry for both 
degrees. 

"It is not impossible that the early forms of all of the council 
degrees may have been conceived in France as elaborations of the 
English Royal Arch, and that when the Rite of Perfection was 
established they were discarded as inapplicable to the Royal Arch 
system which was developed in tha.t rite, or, it may be, that they 
existed, if at all, only as incidents in the then crude and unformed 
English Royal Arch legend, and that they were segregated there- 
from and given distinctive names in pursuance of that mania for 
multiplication of degrees which so strongly characterized French 
Masonry during the 18th century. The evidence of their continental 
origin is, however, extremely doubtful, resting mainly upon vague 
and uncertain hearsay and the unsupported declarations of those 
whose interest it was to secure and retain their control, while all 
the presumptions are violently opposed to such a theory. 

"There is not a scintilla of evidence to show that either the 
Royal or Select degrees were ever known on the continent of 
Europe. The natmes are not mentioned in any of the schedules 
given by Lenning, Thory, Ragon, or Rebold, nor do they occur in 
any of the patents, genuine or spurious, which purport to have 
been issued by the dignitaries of the Rite of Perfection during the 
latter half of the eighteenth century. There is not a ritual in 
existence, so far as known, which antedates the year 1800, and the 
oldest forms of either degree which we now possess unmistakably 
show a direct connection with Webb's remodeled Royal Arch. 
Webb's work seems to have been done during the last decade of 
the eighteenth century and the Cryptic degrees first came into 
notice during the decade immediately following. 

"As to their development on American soil there is much di- 
versity of opinion, while the two positive utterances of interested 
historians, in which fancy and fable have been interwoven with the 
strands of truth, have still further tended" to complicate the question 
and confuse the searcher after facts. It is generally conceded, how- 
ever, that both the Royal and Select degrees, and possibly the Super 
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Excellent, were, at or near the commencement of the last century, 
"side" or detached degrees floating in the Masonic nebulae of the 
time, in much the same manner as the Royal Arch had been a few 
years preceding. They seem, originally, to have had no connection 
with each other and first became known, through entirely different 
instrumentalities, in widely separated parts of the country. They 
were conferred, with little or no show of authority, by individual 
communication, and when finally erected into organized assemblies 
or Councils, were, for a number of years, conducted as separate and 
distinct bodies. 

"Whatever may have been the origin of the degrees it may be 
said that the history of Cryptic Masonry, as a coherent and connect- 
ed system, commences with the year 1818, and that it owes its pres- 
ent existence to the zeal or cupidity, or both combined, of Jeremy 
L. Cross. It has been clearly established that Cross received the 
degree of Select Mason from Philip P. Eckle, at Baltimore, in May, 
1817, and thereupon actively entered into the work of its dissemin- 
ation; that early in 1818 he, in some manner, became 'possessed* of 
the degree of Royal Master Mason, which, prior to that time, had 
been mainly controlled by Thomas Lownds and his associates, at 
New York, and that he then conceived the project of uniting the 
two and forming a new system, to which he gave the name Royal 
and Select Masters. The exact time when this was consummated 
has never been definitely ascertained, but it was probably at some 
period between May and August of the year 1818. It does not 
seem, however, that the plan was fully perfected until the year fol- 
lowing. From this period, then, may be dated the commencement 
of the Cryptic Rite and its existence as an organized branch of 
Freemasonry. 

"But in order to obtain a more intelligent conception of the de- 
velopment and progress of the Cryptic degrees during the years 
which have intervened since Cross first gave them a general pub- 
licity, it will be necessary to indulge in a brief retrospect of the 
high degrees of all systems during the same period, and to institute 
a few comparisons between the United States and other countries 
where they are practiced. 

"The original purport of all 'high degrees' was superior knowl- 
edge ; the possession of some part of the mysterious arcana unknown 
by or denied to the great mass of the initiated. As a necessary 
corollary, membership was limited in point of numbers, and the ex- 
clusive character thus imparted to such degrees formed one of the 
earliest and strongest incentives for their acquisition. Thus was the 
general condition of the high-grade Masonry in the United States 
at the time Cross entered upon his Cryptic mission, and which so 
continued for many years, and this, practically, is its special charac- 
teristic in England and Continental Europe at the present time. It 
was not expected that the multitude would either desire or appre- 
ciate the more profound philosophy of the high degrees, nor was it 
intended that they should participate in the ultimate secrets, and in 
all countries, except our own, this policy has never been departed 
from. During those early years many initiates failed even to at- 
tain the Master's degree, while the number who were admitted to 
the mysteries of the Royal Arch were few indeed. In the chivalric 
order the same rule prevailed. The Knights Templar was then, as 
now, the popular branch of these orders, but as this body, at that 
time, appealed only to the intellectual and religious element of the 
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Craft, its numbers were always limited. If we may judge from the 
published transactions of the first thirty years of the last century, 
it would seem that in point of numbers and influence the Cryptic 
Rite equaled that of the Order of the Temple, and this was its com- 
parative standing when, in 1826, the blight of Morganism fell upon 
the Masonic world. From 1830 to 1840 the highest degrees, gen- 
erally, were in a dormant condition. From 1840 to 1850 there was 
a period of convalescence, but it was not until i860 that full re- 
covery was effected. About this time the A. A. S. R. commenced 
to relax its theretofore exclusive character by the creation of work- 
ing bodies ; two years later the Grand Encampment gave impetus to 
Templarism by discarding the ancient badge of a Mason — the apron 
— which, prior to that time, had always been worn, and adopting a 
showy uniform and the mimicry of military usages. The Council, 
which, in the general awakening had measurably kept pace with 
other organizations, then commenced to suffer by comparison, yet 'at 
all times its numbers have been fairly in proportion to the number 
of Master Masons in the country, and gauged by the standards which 
prevail elsewhere, and to which allusion has just been made, its 
growth, though not large, has yet been eminently satisfactory and in 
keeping with its traditions and declared exclusive character. 
*** * * ** * * 

"Before and during the experimental stages of constitutional 
organization the 'superior grades' were handled mainly by itinerant 
lecturers and degree peddlers, as articles of merchandise, for the 
benefit of the ambitious and credulous. Men purchased what was 
offered with little or no inquiry as to the seller's title or right to 
convey, while manufactured pedigrees and forged deeds were gen- 
erally sufficient to satisfy those who perchance might demand an in- 
spection of the muniments. Therefore, like most of the other 'high 
degrees' practiced in the United States those of the Cryptic Curricu- 
lum will not bear severe critical investigation in tracing the de- 
rivation of the authority by which they are conferred. While there 
are legitimate and recognized sources from which they flow, yet the 
channels of transmission, in many 1 cases, are either unknown or un- 
connected with the original fountain. The records of a number of 
jurisdictions show that in many instances Councils were established 
on no other authority than such as they assumed for themselves or 
the equally doubtful powers of some self-constituted 'deputy* or 
'agent/ while the degrees, in numberless instances, were 'conferred* 
individually by simple oral communication and without any pretense 
of authority or semblance of right, other than that which accom- 
panies mere possession. 

*** * * * * * * 

"Aside from the few unauthenticated instances of communica- 
tion by certain of the 'Inspectors General/ the primary dissemin- 
ation of the degrees, in organized bodies, and under constitutional 
authority, must be conceded to Henry Wilmans and Philip P. 
Eckle, at Baltimore, and Thomas Lownds, at New York, the former 
controlling the Select, the latter the Royal degree. The Baltimore 
body, if indeed it can be called a body, never seems to have de- 
veloped into a permanent organization, but rested rather in the 
caprice of the 'chiefs' who controlled, or assumed to control, the 
degree of Select Mason. By these men temporary Councils were 
organized whenever it was deemed expedient and the degree was 
conferred upon persons of their own selection. During the entire 
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period of its exploitation by Wilmans, Eckle and Niles, commencing 
at about 1795, and ending with the assumption of jurisdiction by the 
Grand Chapter of Maryland in 1824, it does not seem that any body, 
bearing any similitude to those then or subsequently established to 
control or confer the other degrees ,of Masonry, was ever organized. 
There was indeed a vague and ill-defined something known as the 
Grand Council over which Eckle was supposed to preside as 'Grand 
Puissant/ but this body never materalized sufficiently to afford a 
good view, and from all that we can now learn it would seem that 
Eckle, as Grand Puissant, held and conferred the degree in a sort 
of proprietary right. 

"Lowrids, on the other hand, subjected his degree of Royal 
Master Mason to constitutional authority by the organization, in 
1810, of a permanent body for its control and diffusion, and this 
body, which has successfully withstood all the destructive influences 
of time, is still in existence as Columbian Council, No. 1, of New 
York." 

The Degrees. 

The degrees of Royal and Select Master were not originally 
combined in the same system. The' degree of Royal Master was 
conferred by one party and the Select Master by another. As near 
as can be gathered from the somewhat conflicting authorities, the 
Select Master is the oldest of the Cryptic degrees. 1769 is the 
earliest date given for the first time conferred in America. This 
was in Albany, N. Y., while Charleston, South Carolina, claims 
1788 as the earliest date. Eckel and Niles claim that a Grand 
Council of Select Masons was organized in Baltimore in 1792 by 
Henry Wilmans, who came from Bremen. 

The Royal Masters degree seems to have sprung from New 
York and for several years was the only degree conferred in that 
locality. After Jeremy L. Cross received his authority from Eckel 
and Niles to confer the "Select of 27," he also secured the same 
privilege for the Royal Master degree and then combined them into 
one system about 18 18. The degree of Royal Master was originally 
conferred upon Master Masons before the Royal Arch and the 
Select Master after the exaltation and was termed "passing the 
circle of Perfection in Ancient Masonry." 

The Super Excellent degree is a late production and not allied 
with the two former degrees so far as its tradition and teachings 
are concerned. Of it Warvelle says : 

"The degree of Super Excellent Master has been conferred in 
this jurisdiction, 'off and on/ for many years. For a brief period 
it formed a part of the regular scale, but with no very definite 
ideas either as to its fitness or the position it should occupy. It 
seems to have been imported from Connecticut, or, at all events, 
was not a part of the ritualistic teachings we (Illinois) received 
from Kentucky when Grand Council was oragnized. 

"Of the origin of this degree nothing is positively known. That 
there is a degree of this name conferred in this country as early as 
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the last half of the eighteenth century is shown by the records of 
St. Andrew's Chapter, of Boston, but by the year 1800 it seems to 
have become lost, nothing remaining but the name. It is presumed, 
however, to have been the old English degree employed in connec- 
tion with the Royal Arch, and not the one in present use. The 
earliest mention of the Super Excellent degree, in connection with 
Cryptic Masonry, is December 22, 1817, when a 'Lodge' of Super 
Excellent Masters was organized within Columbian Council of 
Royal Masters at New York. There is much reason for surmising 
that the degree originated at that time in that body. Prior hereto 
several now unknown side degrees seem to have been conferred in 
this Council, all of which were discontinued after the new degree 
appeared. The incidents, teachings and ritualistic expression of 
the American degree bear no resemblance whatever to the English 
degree of that name, and would seem to have been suggested by the 
legend of Webb's Royal Arch." 

In i860 the Grand Council of New York became interested in 
its early history and a committee was appointed to complete this 
record. They brought to light and published the records of Co- 
lumbian Council, No. 1, of New York City, reputed to have been 
formed in 1807. The report was written by Vincent W. Bate and 
from it the following is extracted which is of interest on this sub- 
ject: 

"The degrees of Royal, Select and Super Excellent Master, as 
conferred under the authority of the Grand Council of the State 
of New York, derive their origin from authority of Frederick III, 
King of Prussia, who was in 1761, Most Puissant Sovereign Grand 
Commander of the 33d Degree at Berlin, where the Supreme Grand 
East of the Ineffable Degrees was then held. The Ineffable De- 
grees are those conferred in the Lodge of Perfection, eleven in num- 
ber, and in which were formerly conferred several detached or side 
degrees, among them the Degrees of Royal Master, Select Master, 
Mark Master, Grand Patriarch, Most Excellent Master and Super 
Excellent Master. These degrees (Ancient and Accepted Rite) 
were introduced into this country by Henry A. Franker, who emi- 
grated from France, having been there appointed a Deputy In- 
spector-General of the 33d Degree by Brother Stephen Morin, 
who in 1 761, was constituted, in Paris, Sovereign Grand Inspector- 
General by a Grand Consistory or Grand Council of the 33d de- 
gree held by order of Frederick, King of Prussia, from Berlin, the 
then seat of the Supreme Grand East. 

"Under Brother Franker's auspices, these degrees were intro- 
duced into New York, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island. The De- 
tached Degrees, however, were never cultivated to any great extent 
in these States, but the Royal and Select Degrees were very exten- 
sively promulgated at the South, under the auspices of the Southern 
Jurisdiction, or Supreme Grand Council of the 33d Degree, at 
Charleston, S. C, from 1782; the Northern Jurisdiction being sta- 
tioned in New York City. 

"The Northern Jurisdiction did not cultivate the Detached De- 
grees and hence it was, that 1807, Franker, having been dead sev- 
eral years, Brother Joseph Cerneau, Dep. Ins. Gen. 33d Degree, and 
a member of Washington Lodge, No. 85, conferred the Degrees of 
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Royal Master upon several brethren in New York, and by his 
authority, derived from the Grand Consistory in France, formed, in 
September of that year the Council of Royal Master Masons of the 
City of New York, and installed Companion Thomas Lownds as 
First Grand Royal Master. No mention is made of the Select 
Masters degree until December 26, 1821, when a communication 
was received from 'the Council of Select Master, informing them 
that they are willing* to be united and come into the Council of 
Royal Masters. The question being taken, it was unanimously 
agreed to accept the 'proposal/ 

"Resolved, That the fees for the degree of Select Master be 
two dollars. 

"The Council of Select Masters of New York, whose members 
were healed, and came into the Council of Royal Masters, under one 
jurisdiction, owed its origin to Philip P. Eckel and Hezekiah Niles 
of Baltimore, Maryland, who received their authority, primarily, 
from the representatives of the Grand Consistory at Berlin, and was 
established in the city of New York in 1820." 

"The records of the Grand Council of Royal Masters of New 
York, September 2nd, 1810, say : This Grand Council by resolution 
granted a warrant to Columbian Council, No. 1, for the city of New 
York, Companion Thomas Lownds, Thrice Illustrious Royal Mas- 
ter; John E. Ruckel, Deputy Illustrious Royal Master; William 
Craig, Illustrious Royal Warden.' From this date to 1821, that of 
Royal Master was the only regular degree conferred, for which a 
fee of $5.00 was charged ; there was, however, Detached Degrees con- 
ferred, viz., 'Knights of the Round Table;' 'The Illustrious and 
Invincible Order of the Knights of the Garter/ and 'Knights of St. 
George of Cappadocia/ Upon the assumption of the Select De- 
gree by the Grand Council, the Detached Degrees are never again 
mentioned ; they seem to have fallen into immediate disuse." 

First Grand Council. 

"The minutes of Columbian Grand Council, No. 1, of Royal 
Master Masons of the City of New York, from September 2nd, 
1810, to June, 1848, have been secured for the committee. These 
minutes make no reference to the reception of a warrant from any 
body or individual. In fact, they show conclusively that Columbian 
Council, No. 1, was a self-constituted body, organized by a num- 
ber of Royal Master Masons, under the leadership of Bro. Thomas 
Lownds, who was elected its first Thrice Illustrious Grand Royal 
Master, and served in that office until 1820. This Council was the 
first ever organized for the conferring of any degrees now recog- 
nized as belonging to the Cryptic Rite. This seniority was recog- 
nized by a Council organized at Boston in 1817, asking written 
sanction to be confirmed in their labors. This sanction was granted, 
and so far as appears of record this was the only instance where 
Columbian Grand Council, No. 1, exercised any of the attributes of 
sovereignty. The degree of Royal Master was the only regular de- 
gree conferred by it until 1817, when the degree of Super-Excellent 
Master was adopted. 

"In 1821, Companion Lownds created a Council of Select Mas- 
ters by conferring the degree upon ten brethren, who, with one or 
two exceptions, were members of Columbian Council. One week 
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later this new creation was merged with Columbian Council, and 
thereafter the Council conferred the three degrees, or "orders" of 
R. M., S. E. M., and S. M., apparently in the order named. 
"January 18th, 1823, the following resolution was adopted: 
" 'Resolved, That it is expedient to form a Grand Council of 
Royal Master Masons and Select Masons for the State of New York, 
and that the Thrice Illustrious Past Royal Master, Thomas Lownds, 
be requested to call a convention of all the Present and Past Grand 
Royal Masters, Deputy Grand Masters and Grand Wardens, in this 
city, in order to carry into effect the formation of a Grand Council/ " 

Companion George McGowan, for the Library Committee, ap- 
pointed in 1902 to make a reprint of the proceedings of the Grand 
Council of New York down to 1873 reported : 

"The convention assembled January 25th, resolved it to be 
expedient to form a Grand Council of Royal Master Masons for 
the State of New York, and proceeded to elect officers. Thomas 
Lownds being chosen as the first Most Illustrious Royal Grand 
Master. A Constitution was adopted February 1st, 1823, and the 
Grand Council entered on its career with one subordinate — Colum- 
bian Council, No. 1, which appointed a committee to make formal ap- 
plication for a warrant. Other Councils were formed from time 
to time and the Grand Council maintained an existence until i860, 
when it united with The Grand Council of Royal and Select Mas- 
ters of the State of New York/ organized in 1854. The proceed- 
ings of this latter body were published in duodecimo form up to 
and including 1872. Those of the other Grand Council were never 
published by that body. 

"As the pioneer organization, Columbian Council is insepar- 
ably identified with the development of this branch of Masonry in 
the State of New York. An independent body, owing allegiance to 
no one, untrammeled by landmarks, constitutions or laws, save 
those of its own creation, it was to all intents and purposes, a Grand 
Council. It had inherent power to confer the degrees in its posses- 
sion, or to form other Councils for that purpose, and when it ac- 
complished the organization of the Grand Council in 1823, from 
among its own members, it simply exercised that power by per- 
fecting machinery for the propogation of the Rite. When the new 
organization was completed, Columbian Council voluntarily sur- 
rendered its independent status, and became a constituent of that 
body it had created, and with which it necessarily maintained more 
than ordinary intimate relations." 

From 1824 to 1852, the Select degree only was worked in the 
Chapters in Maryland and District of Columbia. After 1852 both 
degrees were worked in "Councils specially convened for the pur- 
pose after the Most Excellent and prior to the Royal Arch. 

As Dr. Albert G. Mackey is credited with giving to the Chap- 
ter degrees the designation of "Capitular Freemasonry," so it ap- 
pears that Dr. Robert Morris, universally recognized as the poet 
of Freemasonry, and the author of the greatest of Masonic songs, 
"We meet on the level and we part on the square," is entitled to 
the distinction of giving to the Council degrees the title of "Cryptic 
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Freemasonry." In an article in the American Freemason, pub- 
lished at Louisville, Kentucky, and of which Dr. Morris was the 
editor, hearing date of December i, 1855, (Vol. IV., No. 4, p. 31,) 
is the following statement, viz. : 

"We have long cast about for a proper adjective to express the 
degrees of the Council (Royal and Select Master) as those of the 
lower and higher orders are expressed. We have now to propose 
the word "Cryptic." Look at it a moment. Cryptic, of course, 
relates to crypt, and may be defined 'relating to a subterranean cave/ 
Then the Cryptic Order of Masonry must signify that which related 
to subterranean Masonry, which is exactly appropriate to our sub- 
ject. It was consideed a happy expression of Dr. Mackey's to 
express the Chapter degrees by the word "Capitular." Give us then 
the credit of "Cryptic." We now have the circle complete — (1) 
Symbolic, (2) Capitular, (3) Cryptic, (4) Chivalric." 

The following is a brief review of the date of the introduction 
of Cryptic Masonry and formation of Grand Councils in the several 
sister jurisdictions in the United States, so far as statistics are 
available : 

Alabama. — The Grand Council was organized in 1838. 

Arizona. — First Council was instituted by the General Grand 
Council in 1893. This state is still under the jurisdiction of the 
General Grand Council. 

Arkansas. — The Cryptic Rite was introduced in this state at a 
very early date under the authority of the Supreme Council. The 
Grand Council was organized in November, i860. It is subordinate 
to the General Grand Council. 

California. — The Grand Council was organized by four Coun- 
cils in i860. Subordinate to the General Grand Council. 
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Iowa. — First Cryptic work was performed in Chapters of Royal 
Arch. Grand Council was organized in 1857. Merged with Chap- 
ters in 1878. Reorganized in 1890. Subordinate to General Grand 
Council. 

Kansas. — Grand Council organized in 1867. Subordinate to 
General Grand Council. 

Kentucky. — Jeremy Cross as Grand Lecturer of the General 
Grand Chapter introduced Cryptic Masonry into this state in 1818. 
Grand Council was organized in 1827 with six Councils. Merged 
from 1878 until 1881. Independent. 

Louisiana. — John Barker, a deputy of the Supreme Council 
organized Holland Council in 1827. Grand Council was organized 
in 1858. Subordinate to General Grand Council. 

Maine. — Grand Council organized in 1855 by three Councils 
which were chartered by Massachusetts. Subordinate to General 
Grand Council. 

Maryland. — The ,Select degree was conferred in this state pre- 
vious to 1800. Council work was united with Chapter work until 
1872. Grand Council was organized in 1874. Subordinate to 
General Grand Council. 

Massachusetts. — The first Council was established in Boston 
in 1817 under the authority of Columbian Council, No. 1, of New 
York City. The Grand Council was organized in 1826. Hiram 
Council, of Worcester, and Boston Council are two of the largest 
Councils in the world. Subordinate to the General Grand Council. 

Michigan. — First Councils chartered by the State of Connecticut 
in 1857 at Detroit, St. Clair and Pontiac. These Councils organ- 
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Illinois. — The Grand Council of Kentucky having issued char- 
ters to several Councils in the State 6i Illinois, a Grand Council was 
organized March 10, 1854. In 1877 the degrees were surrendered to 
the control of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, notwith- 
standing that in 1854 it refused to heal Royal and Select Masters 
who had been made in the Chapters. The Grand Council, however, 
continued its annual sessions, its constituents being composed of the 
mixture of regularly made Council Masters and those made in the 
Chapters. This did not prove satisfactory, and in 1882 the Grand 
Council and Grand Chapter agreed to resume their old condition. 
Illinois Grand Council is an independent Grand Body. 
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Grand Council organized in 1872. Merged in 1878, reorganized in 
1886. Subordinate to General Grand Council. 

New Hampshire. — On August 5, 1815, four Companions or- 
ganized a Council of Royal Masters at Hopkinton. In 1819 Cross 
instituted the Select Master's degree. Grand Council was organized 
in 1823. Work was dormant from 1835 to 1855. Grand Council re- 
vived in 1862. Subordinate to General Grand Council. 

New Jersey. — The Grand Council organized in i860. Inde- 
pendent. 

New York. — Columbian Council, No. 1, is the oldest Council in 
America and was organized in 1810. December 22, 1817, five Com- 
panions received the Super-Excellent Master's degree. The Grand 
Council was organized in 1823, which in i860 united with another 
Grand Council of New York, which had been organized in 1854. 
Subordinate to General Grand Council. 

North Carolina. — First Grand Council organized at Fayetteville, 
June 21, 1822. Second Grand Council organized in i860. Merged 
in 1883; reorganized in 1887. Subordinate to General Grand 
Council. 

Ohio. — John Barker at a very early date organized five Coun- 
cils. Jeremy Cross about 1817 introduced his work. Grand Council 
organized in 1830. Subordinate to General Grand Council. 

North Dakota. — First Council organized in 1889 by General 
Grand Council. 

Oregon. — Grand Council organized in 1885. Subordinate to 
General Grand Council. 

Pennsylvania. — Three Councils organized the Grand Council 
in 1847. Reorganization took place in 1854. Independent. 

Rhode Island. — The Royal Master degree was conferred at 
Providence in 1818. Grand Council organized in i860. Inde- 
pendent. 

South Carolina. — Cryptic Masonry in this jurisdiction re 
ceived a very early start. Was instituted by a deputy of the 
Supreme Council about* 1783, Grand Council was organized in i860. 
Merged in 1880 for one year only. Subordinate to General Grand 
Council. 

South Dakota. — First Council was organized in 1891 by Gen- 
eral Grand Council. No Grand Council organization. 

Tennessee. — Grand Council was organized in 1847. Subordinate 
to General Grand Council. 

Texas. — Grand Council organized in 1847. Reorganized in 1856. 
In 1864 merged with Grand Chapter. Become independent again, 
Dec. 3, 1907, with 215 Councils and 12,580 members, thus being the 
largest Grand Council in the world. 
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Utah. — First Council organized in 1895 under the General Grand 
Council. No Grand Council organization. 

Vermont. — Cross introduced Cryptic Masonry into this state in 
18 1 7. Grand Council organized in 1854. Subordinate to General 
Grand Council. 

Washington. — First Council organized in 1891 by General 
Grand Council. No Grand Council organization. 

Wisconsin. — Grand Council organized in 1857. Merged in 1878. 
Reorganized in 1881. Independent. 

Wyoming. — Councils organized in 1895 by General Grand Coun- 
cil. No Grand Council organization. 

THE CRYPTIC RITE IN MICHIGAN. 

Monroe Council No. i. 

The first of Cryptic Masonry in Michigan began at the institu- 
tion of a Council in the city of Detroit, when Monroe Council, No. 
1, was organized. There was an irregularity about the first forma- 
tion of Monroe Council, as the degrees were conferred within a 
Royal Arch Chapter, and they found that the membership would 
not be recognized, so steps were taken toward a legal organization. 

Edward A. Elliott went to New England and while there se- 
cured from the Grand Council of Connecticut a dispensation for a 
Council to be known as Monroe Council, .No. 23. The only records 
of this now historical matter are to be found in a bound volume of 
early proceedings of the Grand Council of Connecticut, in the 
library of that Grand Council, and the writer is under obligation to 
Grand Recorder James McCormick, of Hartford, for a written ex- 
tract of those proceedings. And yet some Companions still ques- 
tion the propriety of accumulating a library of such proceedings. 

"In 1856 at the annual assembly of the Grand Council of Con- 
necticut, held May 13, 1856, the M. P. Grand Master, Francis Tur- 
ner, was sick, but sent a report saying that he had granted a dispen- 
sation to Monroe Council, No. 23, Detroit, Michigan, and that a 
competent Companion had been authorized to heal such Companions 
as had taken the degrees in a Royal Arch Chapter. 

"It was voted that the doings of the M. P. Grand Master be 
approved by the Grand Council and the dispensation be continued in 
force to the next annual assembly. 

"At the annual assembly, May 12, 1857, Alexander Hamilton 
was also sick, reported that he had granted a dispensation to Mon- 
roe Council, No. 23, at Detroit, . Michigan, and one for St. Clair 
Council, No, 25, St. Clair, Michigan ; also a dispensation for a Coun- 
cil in New Hampshire, Adoniram, No. 24, and recommended that 
should the dispensations be returned, charters be granted to them. 

"On motion it was voted the communication of the M. P. Grand 
Master be referred to a committee of three. 
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"The Committee reported: The only official acts alluded to in 
the address are the granting of dispensations for the establishing 
of four new Councils, one in Meriden, in this state, one in Man- 
chester, New Hampshire, one in Detroit, and one in St. Clair, Michi- 
gan. On motion it was resolved, that the charters be granted to 
Hamilton Council, No. 22, Meriden, and Monroe Council, No. 23, 
and St. Clair Council, No. 24, in the State of Michigan, agreeable to 
the prayer of the several petitioners for the same." 

So far as known not a charter member is now living to give us 
a verbal account of that important event, but fortunately for pos- 
terity the records have been carefully preserved, from which the 
writer gathers some of the details of this sketch. 

The first entry is of the meeting held to receive the dispensa- 
tion from Connecticut and is as follows: 

"Detroit, May 19th, 1856. 

"A special communication of Monroe Council, No. 1, of Roya! 
and Select Masters, held at Masonic Hall this evening, for the pur- 
pose of hearing the report of Companion Elliott, he having re- 
turned from the State of Connecticut. 

"Companions present: N. B. Carpenter, T. I. G. M. ; N. P. 
Jacobs, T. G. M. ; E. Rood, P. C. ; E. A. Elliott, C. G. ; Chas. Jack- 
son, Treasurer; Wm. Barclay, Recorder; S. B. Morse, Grand Chap- 
lain; Chas. D. Howard, Sentinel; L. B. Willare, C. T. Tyler, and 
others. 

The T. I. G. M. opened a Council of Royal and Select Mas- 
ters in due form. Companion E. A. Elliott made his report that he 
had procured a dispensation from the Grand Council of the State 
of Connecticut, which was then presented, the fee for the same 
was $15.00, incidental expenses $3.00, leaving balance in favor of 
treasury of $12.00, which amount was paid over to Recorder. On 
motion the report was adopted, and the thanks of the Council 
tendered to Companion E. A. Elliott, for the efficient manner in 
which he had procured said dispensation. 

"The dispensation was then read and accepted and ordered to 
be placed on file. It was then unanimously, Resolved: That this 
Council shall be known by the name and style of Monroe Council, 
No. 23, of Royal and Select Masters of Detroit, Michigan. On 
motion a committee of three, consisting of Companions E. A. 
Elliott, William Barclay, and S. B. Morse, were appointed to pre- 
pare a code of by-laws for the government of this Council, and 
report the same on Monday, the 16th day of June, next. 

There being no further business the Council was then closed in 
harmony. 

William Barclay, Recorder." 

At the next meeting, June 16, 1856, the committee previously 
appointed, reported a code of by-laws which was adopted. Many of 
the signers of this document have since become conspicuous in the 
annals of Masonry in Michigan, and in other walks of life, and gone 
to their reward. Among them are such names as Nathan B. Car- 
penter, Nathaniel P. Jacobs, Ezra Rood, Edward A. Elliott, William 
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Barclay, Charles Jenkinson, Charles D. Howard, Stephen B. Morse, 

A. C. Caniff, Francis A. Blades, Senica Caswell, D. B. Nichols, J. 
P. Whiting, Sylvester Farmer, Ezra Piatt, William P. Innis, Gerra 

B. Noble, Benjamin F. Doughty, D. Burnham Tracy, L. H. Corson, 
Edward D. Benedict, Oliver Bourke, Edward M. Doan, H. B. Shank, 
William V. Griffith, D. Brayton Lyon, and others. 

The first petitions received after organization under the dispen- 
sation were those of William H. Barse, Charles Terry, F. A. Worm- 
ley, F. H. Blood, R. H. Jenks, and S. S. Barrows. This closed the 
work for the year 1856. 

At the meeting held January 2, 1857, a petition was received 
from "John Clark, and later from G. B. Engle, and eight others 
(not named), Royal Arch Masons of St. Clair County, praying for 
the degrees conferred in this Council, if found worthy, this Coun- 
cil to recommend them to the Grand Council of the State of Con- 
necticut to grant a charter or dispensation to entitle them to open a 
Council in said county of St. Clair, State of Michigan." 

The prayer of the petitioners was unanimously granted. John 
Clark was given his degree but the others probably received them in 
the new Council. 

At the meeting held January 14, 1857, petitions were received 
from twelve Royal Arch Masons residing outside of Detroit, who 
were attending Grand Chapter meeting, and the degrees were con- 
ferred upon them. 

April 20, 1857, a petition was presented from T. A. Flower, A. 
B. Cudworth, D. C. Jacobs, F. Darrow, and five others, requesting 
that they be recommended by Monroe Council to the Grand Council 
of Connecticut, for a charter to form a new Council in Pontiac. 
Thus were two new Councils started out of Monroe Council within 
a few months. 

At a meeting held July 6, 1857, the following resolution was 
adopted : 

"Resolved: That any Companion formerly a member of Mon- 
roe Council, No. 1, may become a member of this Council by being 
properly recommended by two members of the same and balloted 
for in accordance with Article 8, of the by-laws, without further 
charge." 

The election of officers held at this meeting resulted in a re- 
election of the principal officers, and the new charter from Connecti- 
cut was presented and read. A copy is here given: 

"To all whom it may Concern: 
The Grand Council of Select Masters of the State of Connecticut 

sends Greetings: 

Whereas, Sundry Illustrious Companions, to-wit: Nathan B. 
Carpenter, Nathaniel P. Jacobs, Ezra Rood, Edward A. Elliott, Wm. 
Barclay and others in behalf of themselves and their associates, 
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have presented their petition to this Grand Council, praying for a 
charter empowering them to hold a legal Council in the City of 
Detroit, Michigan, and pledging themselves to conform in all things 
to the laws and regulations of this Grand Council, and, 

Whereas, The Prayer of said petition was granted at our 
regular assembly held May 12, A. D. 1857; 

"Therefore, Be It Known, That by virtue of the power in us 
vested, we, the presiding officers of the Grand Council of Connecti- 
cut, do hereby constitute, ordain and establish said Council in the 
said City of Detroit, State of Michigan, to be known by the name 
of 

MONROE COUNCIL NO. 23. 

Authorizing the said Illustrious Companions, their associates, and 
successors, who must be legally made, Select Masters, to meet from 
time to time in regular council, to elect their officers in a constitu- 
tional manner, to confer the degrees of Royal Master and Select 
Master upon candidates duly qualified, and none other, and to 
transact any other proper business for a regular Council. 

"And we hereby enjoin upon the officers and members of said 
Council, a strict conformity to the Constitution, Bylaws and Regu- 
lations of this Grand Council, otherwise this charter will be null 
and void. 

William L. Brewer, G. P. 

George F. Daskam, D. G. P. 

Hiram Willey, G. T. I. 
"In witness whereof, I have hereunto affixed the seal of the 
Grand Council at New Haven, the 14th day of May, 1857. 

(Seal) E. G. Storer, Grand Recorder." 

The following was the dispensation to Companion Elliott to 
"enstall" the officers and start the new Council out upon its long 
journey : 

"To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known — 

"That at the annual assembly of the Grand Council of Select 
Masters of the State of Connecticut, May 12, 1857, the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That Illustrious Companion Edward A. Elliott, of 
Monroe Council, No. 23, be and is hereby fully authorized, and 
empowered to enstall the following officers of the several Councils, 
which have been chartered in the State of Michigan, by this Grand 
Council. 

"In witness whereof, I have hereunto affixed the seal of the 
Grand Council of Connecticut at New Haven, this 27th day of 
June, 1857. 

(Seal) E. G. Storer, Grand Recorder." 

On November 3, 1857, the following Companions who had 
been members of the original Monroe No. 1 were elected. Wil- 
liam G. Moore, Henry Metz, Alexander Mathison, M. P. Stewart, 
John Lovett, M. C Fechheimer, John Scott, T. P. Whiting, Rich- 
ard Ash, T. R. Mehling, William Penfield, T. T. Rhodes, T. B. 
Rhodes, D. B. Nichols. 
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On December 28, another list of names was presented con- 
sisting of Czar Jones, Garra B. Noble, Thomas Hurst, Sylvester 
Harmer, Senica Caswell, Andrew J. Clark, Hiram R. Andrews, 
George F. Kellie, E. B. Paxton. These Companions were then 
duly "healed" by Companion Edward A. Elliott, who had received 
the power to do so direct from the state of Connecticut. 

During another Grand Chapter meeting held January 14, 1858, 
these Companions from other parts of Michigan were elected and 
received the degrees : ' David F. Lumsden, John Moore, David 
B. Tracy, Goel G. Goff, L. H. Corson, Benj. F. Douhgty, D. Bray- 
ton Lyon, Edward D. Benedict. 

Former members of Monroe Council No. 1 were also received 
as follows : O. Marsh, Thomas Anderson, D. Michael, John Far- 
rar, Ezra Piatt, A. C. Caniff, William Davis, Fred Hall, F. W. 
Noble, G. W. Latimer, E. Ives, Charles Terry, S. S. Brown, E. P. 
Worden, D. S. Leavitt, David B. Reid. 

The fee for the degrees was $7.00 but the. preachers were fa- 
vored at reduced prices, they paying only $1.00. The dues" were 
made fifty cents per year. 

January 25, 1858, three more of the old members of Monroe, 
No. 1, E. M. Clark, K. C. Barker and Joseph J. Barker, were 
admitted. The following resolution was adopted: 

"Whereas, There was a convention of representatives from 
Detroit Council, No. 23, St. Clair Council, No. 24, and Pontiac Coun- 
cil, No. 25, of Royal and Select Masters, holding charters from the 
Grand Council of the State of Connecticut, which convention was 
held pursuant to notice given, at Masonic Hall, in the City of 
Detroit, on the 13th day of January, A. D., 1858, for the purpose 
of forming a State Grand Council in the State of Michigan, and 
whereas, at said convocation it was resolved that it was for the 
best interest of Royal and Select Masonry, that a State Grand 
Council be formed in the State of Michigan, and whereas said 
convention did proceed to form a State Grand Council by adopting 
a constitution and by-laws for its own and the government of subor- 
dinate Councils, and whereas, it was Resolved, that a charter be 
granted by said Grand Council, to this Council by the name and 
style of Monroe Council, No. 1, of Royal and Select Masters, there- 
fore be it 

"Resolved, That this Council do accept of said charter so 
granted by the Grand Council of the State of Michigan, and here- 
by and thereby become subordinate in all things within their 
sphere, to said Grand Council." 

This action changed the number and allegiance to Monroe 
Council, No. 1, of the Grand Council of Michigan. 

At a meeting held March 29th, 1858, this resolution was 
adopted : 

"Resolved, That this Council will advance to the Grand Coun- 
cil, as a loan to the Grand Council of this state, a sum sufficient 
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for the printing and seal ordered by said Grand Council at its con- 
vocation in this city on the 13th day of January last, and that 
the T. I. G. M. draw his warrant upon the Treasurer for the 
amount, and the Recorder present the bill to the Grand Council 
for payment at its next session." 

From that date there seemed to be a lull in the activities of 
the Council, there being only two candidates received between 
that meeting and March 5, i860. 

January 28, 186 1, a recommendation was passed in favor of a 
new Council at Ypsilanti, to be called Union Council. 

From this on the records show a steady growth and increasing 
interest in the Cryptic degrees, varying somewhat with the condi- 
tion of the times but continually advancing in numbers and in per- 
fection of its work. 

St. Clair Council No. 2. 

This Council was organized in 1857 as No. 24, under a dis- 
pensation granted by Alexander Hamilton, M. P. Grand Master 
of Connecticut. 

It was first chartered by the Grand Council of Connecticut on 
May 12, 1857, and the officers were installed by Edward A. El- 
liott, who was deputized by the Grand Puissant of Connecticut to 
perform that duty. 

On the organization of Grand Council this Council was is- 
sued a new charter and given the number of two. The officers 
who were filling the stations when the convention was called were: 
G. B. Engle, T. I. G. M. ; S. B. Brown, D. I. G. M. ; A. J. Cum- 
mings, P. C. P. T.; B. W. Jenks, Treasurer; F. H. Blood, Re- 
corder; E. White, C. G. ; John Clark, Conductor; William Cook, 
Marshal; E. Carlton, Steward. 

This Council continued with an indifferent interest until it 
was dropped from the records of Grand Council in 1878. The 
last returns were made in 1874, when thirty-three members were 
reported as follows: John Clark, T. I. M. ; Simeon B. Brown, 
D. M.; A. J. Cummings, P. C. W.; I. G. Hurlburt, C. G.; Samuel 
Bendit, Recorder; D. D. O'Dele, Treasurer; Chas. W. Bailey, Sen- 
tinel; James H. White, H. J. Bockius, George S. Cornell, Ezra 
Rust, R. H. Jenks, F. H. Blood, Edgar White, W. T. Mitchell, 
O. D. Conger, Wm. Livingston, N. S. Carleton, M. H. Miles, Ralph 
Wadhams, E. W. Harris, I. W. Loucks, Jr., Eber W. Cottrell, 
Chas. Flugal, James Gleason, E. W. Cady, James Moffat, Jacob 
Weis, A. Stewart, Chas. E. Norton, John Kelby and E. W. 
Philips. 

The moving spirits of this Council were Rev. George B. En- 
gle and John Clark, and with their departure the interest seem 
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to wane. No records were ever preserved as efforts to find them 
have been fruitless. 

Pontiac Council No. 3. 

Pontiac Council was first organized as No. 25 on a petition of 
nine Companions residing in the village of Pontiac, presented to 
the Grand Council of Connecticut, at its session held May 12, 1857. 
The petition was referred to a committee who reported the following 
resolution : 

"Resolved: That the petition of sundry Illustrious Companions 
residing in Pontiac, Michigan, for a Council of Royal and Select 
Masters be and is hereby granted and that a charter be issued in 
due form by the name of Pontiac Council, No. 25. 

"Resolved: That Illustrious Companion Edward A. Elliott of 
Monroe Council, No. 23, is herbey fully authorized and empowered 
to install the officers of the several Councils, which have been 
chartered in the State of Michigan by this Grand Council." 

The records of this Council have been preserved and the follow- 
ing are the minutes of the first meeting held for organization: 

"At a special communication of Pontiac Council, No. 25, h<M at 
Masonic Hall, December 14, 1857, the following Companions were 
present: T. A. Flower, A. B. Cudworth, and F. Darrow. Visitors 
from Monroe Council, No. 23: E. A. Elliott, N. B. Carpenter, S. 
B. Morse, E. Rood, C. D. Howard, Wm. Penfield, G. F. Gardner, 
K. C Barker, I. B. Mehling, I. S. Barrows. 

"N. B. Carpenter, T. I. G. M.; S. B. Morse, I. D. G. M.; E. 
Rood, M. E. P. C. ; E. A. Elliott, C. G. ; I. S. Barrows, G. S. ; I. B. 
Mehling, G. T. ; F. Darrow, G. Recorder ; C. D. Howard, G. Sentinel. 

"On motion a Council of Royal and Select Masters was opened 
in due form. 

"Companion E. A. Elliott proceeded to install Companions T. 
A. Flower as T. I. G. M., and A. B. Cudworth as D. I. G. M. by 
virtue of the power in him vested by the Grand Council of the State 
of Connecticut, a copy of which is hereunto annexed, viz. : 

" 'To all whom it may Concern : Be it known that at the an- 
nual assembly of the Grand Council of Select Masters of the State 
of Connecticut, held May 12, 1857, the following resolution was 
unanimously adopted : 

" 'Resolved : That Illustrious Companion Edward A. Elliott of 
Monroe Council, No. 23, be and is hereby fully authorized and em- 
powered to install the officers of the several Councils which have 
been chartered in the State of Michigan by this Grand Council. 

"In testimony whereof I have hereunto affixed the seal of the 
Grand Council of the State of Connecticut, at New Haven, the 27th 
day of June, 1857. 

(Seal) Signed: E. G. Storer, Grand Recorder. 

"The Council was called from labor to refreshment until six 
o'clock. 

"Council met at six o'clock when the following petitions were 
received and referred to a committee: Robert W. Davis, Aug. C. 
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Baldwin, Levi Bacon, Jr., Richard H. Elliott, A. B. Mathews, J. 
A. Corbin, John L. Smith, William Scott, H. C. Thurber, Abiram 
Parker, Charles Pittman, Joseph A. Hough. 

"The committee reported favorably on the above petitions, which 
report was accepted and on motion the ballot passed severally for 
the candidates and found clear. 

"On motion the following candidates, viz.: R. W. Davis, A. C. 
Baldwin, Levi Bacon, Jr., Richard H. Elliott, J. A. Corbin, John L. 
Smith, and William Scott and A. B. Mathews, were introduced and 
received the Royal Master's degree. 

"On motion the same Companions were introduced and received 
the Select Masters degree, and paid $5.00 each and signed the by- 
laws. 

"On motion the foregoing by-laws were read and adopted. 

"On motion this Lodge of Royal and Select Masters was 
closed. 

F. Darrow, Recorder." 

Of these early members there is only one living and of him the 
Recorder says: 

"In looking over the record of the first Assembly I find but one 
of the first petitioners for the degrees, Abiram Parker, is living. The 
otes, together with all the first officers, have passed on to mysteries 
we Know not of. Companion Parker is still in very good health, is 
president of the First Commercial Bank in Pontiac, and gets down 
to business regularly as most men get to their several avocations." 

The next meeting, a week later, was the annual meeting for 
election of officers and the record thereof appears thus: 

"At a regular communication of Pontiac Council, No. 25, held 
at Masonic Hall on Monday evening, December 21, 1857, the follow- 
ing Companions were present : T. A. Flower, A. B. Mathews, A. B. 
Cudworth, A. C. Baldwin, F. Darrow, G. R. Hixon, S. Bacon, Jr., 
Wm. Scott, J. S. Smith, J. A. Corbin, R. H. Elliott. 

"This being the first annual communication, on motion pro- 
posed to elect the officers for the ensuing year by ballot, which re- 
sulted as follows: F Darrow, T. I. G. M. ; A. B. Cudworth, D. I. 
G. M.; A. B. Mathews, P. C. ; Levi Bacon, Jr., Treasurer; R. H. 
Elliott, Recorder; A. C. Baldwin, C. G. ; J. A. Corbin, Conductor; 
R. W. Davis, Marshal; G. R. Hixson, Steward. 

"On motion an order was drawn on the treasury for $11.88 
in payment for the charter and frame. 

"On motion that the expenses of Companions from Detroit 
at the last Communication be paid by this Council. On motion 
an order was drawn on the treasury for $30.00 that being the 
amount of their expenses. 

"On motion $1.00 was allowed and ordered paid to H. S. Rein- 
hart for services rendered. 

"On motion this Council of Royal and Select Masters be 
closed. 

R. H. Elliott, Recorder." 

No records were made from this time until a year later at 
the annual meeting when the old officers were re-elected. Corn- 
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panion Darrow was allowed $7.00 for charter fee to Grand Council 
of Connecticut. Companion A. B. Cudworth was appointed to 
represent the Council at the coming meeting of Grand Council. 
The record of this meeting is that of Pontiac Council "No. 3," 
although no entry of any kind is made to show that this Council 
participated in any way in the organization of a Grand Council 
for Michigan, nor that they had received a charter changing its 
number from No. 25 to No. 3. They were however represented 
by Companions Francis Darrow, T. A. Flower, R. W. Davis, and 
A. B. Cudworth, who were elected on the first staff of officers. 

Companion Darrow on the following year, 1859, presided over 
the Grand. Council in the absence of Companion N. B. Carpen- 
ter who was sick, and in January, i860, was elected Thrice Illus- 
trious Grand Puissant and re-elected in 1861. He achieved dis- 
tinction in the Grand Lodge of Michigan by being elected M. W. 
Grand Master in 1862. Several of the first members of this Coun- 
cil filled official positions of honor and trust in the other Grand 
Bodies of the state. From the organization of the Grand Coun- 
cil, Pontiac Council played a prominent part in its conduct and ■ 
management. 

GRAND COUNCIL OF MICHIGAN. 

By previous agreement a convention of Representatives and 
delegates from the three Councils in Michigan was called to as- 
semble in Masonic Hall in the city of Detroit on January 13, 1858, 
for the purpose of organizing a Grand Council. The following 
Councils were represented: 

Monroe Council No. 23. 

N. B. Carpenter, T. I. G.M.; N. P. Jacobs, D. I. G. M.; E. 
Rood, P. C; C. Jackson, Treasurer; W. Barclay, Recorder; E. A. 
Elliott, C. G.; J. J. Rhodes, Conductor; D. B. Nichols, Marshall; 
S. S. Barrows, Steward. 

St. Clair Council No. 24. 

G. B. Engle, T. I. G. M.; S. B. Brown, D. I. G. M.; A. J. 
Cummings, P. C. ; B. W. Jenks, Treasurer; F. H. Blood, Record- 
er ; E. White, C. G. ; John Clark, Conductor ; Wm. Cook, Marshal ; 
E. Carlton, Steward. 

Pontiac Council No. 25. 

F. Darrow, T. I. G. M.; A. B. Cudworth, D. I. G. M.; A. B. 
Mathews, P. C; Levi Bacon, Jr., Treasurer; R. H. Elliott, Re- 
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corder ; A. C. Baldwin, C. G. ; J. A. Corbin, Conductor ; R. W. 
Davis, Marshal; G. R. Hixson, Steward; T. A. Flower, P. T. I. 
G. M. 

On motion. Reverend George B. Engle, of St. Clair, was 
appointed Chairman of the Convention and Frank Darrow, of Pon- 
tiac, was appointed Secretary. 

The following resolution was presented and unanimously 
adopted : 

"Resolved, That this convention deems it for the best interest 
of Royal antf Select Masters in this state that a state Grand Coun- 
cil be formed." 

A form of Constitution and By-laws was then presented, read 
and on motion adopted for the government of the new Grand Coun- 
cil of Michigan. These laws were so well framed that with very 
few amendments they have served the body for fifty years, which 
speaks volumes for the wisdom- of the founders of the Rite in 
Michigan. 

After the adoption of a Constitution the Grand Council pro- 
ceeded to the election of its first corps of officers and the follow- 
ing were declared elected unanimously: 

N. B. Carpenter, as Thrice Illustrious Grand Puissant. 

.S. B. Brown, as Illustrious Deputy Grand Puissant. 

F. Darrow, as Grand Thrice Illustrious Puissant. 
E. Rood, as Illustrious Grand Treasurer. 

N. P. Jacobs, as Illustrious Grand Recorder. 

T. A. Flower, as Illustrious Grand Captain of the Guard. 

G. B. Engle, as Illustrious Grand Chaplain. 

R. W. Davis, as Illustrious Grand Conductor of the Work. 

A. J. Cummings, as Illustrious Grand Marshal. 

A. B. Cudworth, as Illustrious Grand Steward. 

Charles D. Howard, as Illustrious Grand Sentinel. 

A commission had been received from the Grand Council of 
Connecticut authorizing Companion G. B. Engle to install the 
officers elect. The following is a copy of the instrument : 

Grand Council of Connecticut. 

"By virtue of the power in me vested, as Most Puissant Grand 
Master, I do hereby authorize and empower T. I. Com. G. B. Engle, 
G. M., of St. Clair Council, No. 24, to install the officers of the 
Grand Council of the State of Michigan, whenever they shall have 
been duly elected. 

"In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto signed my name, and 
caused the Seal of our Grand Council to be affixed, at Norwich, in 
the State of Connecticut, the 28th day of December, 1857. 

(L. S.) Wm. L. Brewer, M. P. G. M. 

Attest: E. G. Storer, Grand Recorder." 
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After the officers were installed charters were granted to the 
Councils now made subordinate of the newly born Grand Council" 
of Michigan, under the following resolution: 

"Resolved, That charters, without fee, be issued to Monroe 
Council, as Monroe Council, No. i, Detroit; St. Clair Council, as 
St. Clair Council, No. 2, St. Clair, and Pontiac Council, as Pontiac 
Council, No. 3, Pontiac." 

A dispensation was then granted to St. Clair Council, No. 2, to 
elect officers for the ensuing year. For what reason does not appear. 

No further business coming before the Grand Council, it was 
then closed in due and ample form until the next regular communi- 
cation, unless sooner convened by the Thrice Illustrious Grand 
Puissant. 

1859. 

The next Annual Assembly was held in Detroit on the second 
Tuesday in January, 1859, with the following Grand Officers pres- 
ent: 

Frank Darrow, Thrice Illustrious Grand Puissant. 

Ezra Rood, Illustrious Grand Treasurer. 

Nathaniel P. Jacobs, Illustrious Grand Recorder. 

T. A. Flower, Illustrious Grand Captain of the Guard. 

R. W. Davis, Illustrious Grand Conductor of Work. 

G. B. Engle, Illustrious Grand Chaplain. 

A. J. Cummings, Illustrious Grand Marshal. 

A. B. Cudworth, Illustrious Grand Steward. 

C. D. Howard, Illustrious Grand Sentinel. 

Owing to the sickness and consequent absence of the Thrice 
Illustrious Grand Puissant, Nathan B. Carpenter, no address 
was delivered. The Grand Recorder made a verbal report as to 
the condition of the Rite in the state. 

"Returns were received from Monroe Council, No. 1, with fees 
— four dollars — for the conferring of degrees of Royal and Select 
Masters, in said Council ; and from Pontiac and St. Clair Councils, 
showing no change therein the previous year/' 

What a transformation. The last annual returns of Monroe 
Council No. 1, show 987 members, 83 passed the circle, and their 
total dues" to Grand Council were $30475- This grves a fine ex- 
ample of the splendid growth of this, the pioneer Council of the 
State of Michigan. At the election of Grand Officers the same 
officers were unanimously re-elected for the ensuing year. 

i860. 

Detroit was also the" scene of the third Annual Assembly of 
Grand Council which met on the second Tuesday in January, i860. 
Thrice Illustrious Grand Puissant was present this time but still no 
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address was delivered. The Credential Committee reported that in 
addition to the Grand Officers the following members were present: 

From Monroe Council No. i. 
S. B. Morse, T. I. G. M.; Wm. P. Innes, proxy for N. P. 
Jacobs, D. I. G. M. ; E. A Elliott, P. C. W. 

From St. Clair Council No. 2. 
G. B. Engle, T. I. G. M. ; John Clark, D. I. G. M. ; A. J. Cum- 
mings, P. C. W. 

From Pontiac Council No. 3. 

J. B. Hamilton, as proxy for Frank Darrow, T. I. G. M. ; C. K. 
Williams, as Proxy for A. B. Cudworth, D. I. G. M. ; A. B. Math- 
ews, P. C. W. 

Grand Recorder Jacobs reported as follows: 

"The Grand Recorder would represent that, since the last ses- 
sion of this Body, held on the second Tuesday of January, A. D. 
1859, he has, under the instructions of the T. I. Grand Puissant, 
issued dispensations to form Councils at Monroe, to D. B. Tracy, 
T. I. G. M. ; John Tyrell, D. I. G. M., and S. Blanchard, P. C. W. ; 
at Jonesville, to L. H. Carson, as T. I. G. M. ; Euthychus Champlain, 
as D. I. G. M., and B. F. Doughty as P. C. W.; at Coldwater to 
Seaman L Dart, T. I. G. M. ; Richard H. Drake, D. I. G. M., and 
Abram McCrea, P. C. W., which dispensations are herewith an- 
nexed and made part of this report, receiving for each the sum of 
fifteen dollars ($15.00) in accordance with the constitution; and 
that satisfactory information has been rendered to him as to the 
work performed, and future prospects of these Councils ; and would 
therefore recommend that charters be granted to them. Other 
charters or dispensations will doubtless soon be asked for by our 
Brethren, in different sections of the State, making good the state- 
ment of your Grand Recorder, at the last meeting of this Body, that 
a brighter day was about dawning on Cryptic Masonry in this 
jurisdiction. 

"A petition is now in his hands, from certain Brethren who 
were desirous to establish a Council at Three Rivers. For reasons, 
satisfactory to the Grand Puissant, the dispensation was not 
granted." 

The following has a prophetic ring and is also indicative of 
that unrest and foreboding of trouble which was being felt at that 
time and which later culminated in the dark days of the* civil war. 

"Encouraging as is the aspect of the past, that of the future 
is still more so. The rapid increase of subordinate and State Grand 
Councils indicates, at no distant day, their organization in every 
State and Territory of the Union. And if the diffusion of the 
sublime principles of the Order is attended with that moral effect 
which reasonably should be anticipated, great and beneficial must 
the result be upon the peace and happiness of our country." 

In a short report which Companion Jacobs calls a "Digest of 
Proceedings of Sister Grand Councils" we see that the condition of 
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other states at this time was about like this: Alabama had sixteen 
Councils; Connecticut, fourteen; Florida, four; Georgia, seventeen; 
Illinois, seven; Indiana, twelve; Kentucky, thirty-four; Maine, 
seven; Mississippi, fifteen; New York, three; Ohio, thirty-three; 
Texas, nineteen; Vermont, ten; Wisconsin, three. 

At this session charters were granted to the following Coun- 
cils: River Raisin, No. 4, located at Monroe; Jonesville, No. 5, 
located at Jonesville; Mt. Moriah, No. 6, located at Coldwater; 
and Three Rivers, No. 7, located at Three Rivers. They were 
duly authorized to hold their election of officers at their next reg- 
ular "communication." At the election of Grand Officers the fol- 
lowing staff was chosen for the ensuing year: 

Frank Darrow, Pontiac — Thrice Illustrious Grand Puissant 

John Clark, St. Clair — Illustrious Deputy Grand Puissant. 

D. B. Tracy, Mt. Clemens — Grand Thrice Illustrious. 

B. F. Doughty, Three Rivers — Grand Principal Conductor of 
Work. 

S. B. Morse, Detroit — Grand Captain of Guard. 

Ezra Rood, Detroit — Grand Treasurer. 

Nathaniel P. Jacobs, Detroit — Grand Recorder. 

L. H. Corson, Jonesville — Grand Chaplain. 

Wm. P. Innes, Grand Rapids — Grand Steward. 

Charles D. Howard, Detroit — Grand Sentinel. 

Upon the retirement of the first Grand Puissant the following 
resolution was adopted: 

"Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Council are eminently 
due, and are hereby tendered to T. I., N. B. Carpenter, P. G. P., 
for the able, impartial and dignified manner in which he has pre- 
sided over the deliberations of this Grand Council since its organ- 
ization." 

Two hundred copies of the proceedings of Grand Council for 
the years 1859 and i860 were ordered printed and distributed. The 
total receipts for the two previous years were $123.00. 

1 861. 

January 8th was the date of the fourth Annual Assembly, held 
in Detroit with Companion Frank Darrow in the chair. Seven 
Councils were represented. Charters were granted to three new 
Councils, Romeo, No. 8; Battle Ceek, No. 9; and Tyre, No. 10, 
Grand Rapids, and the representatives were at once given seats in 
the Grand Council. 

The time of meeting was changed from second Tuesday of 
January, to the Wednesday following the first Tuesday of June, 
and thus for a time this Grand Body broke away from the meet- 
ing time of Grand Chapter, and met at the same time as Grand 
Commandery. 
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The Grand Recorder reported all money received immediately 
"absorbed by previous liabilities," also that he had arranged for a 
new seal and press at an expense of $30.00. This "Ponderous 
weapon" is still in the Grand Recorder's office but only as a relic 
as it was retired from active duty on the adoption of the new seal 
in 1904 which only cost $6.50. The records of Monroe Council show 
that the Grand Council was so financially embarassed that offers 
of a loan sufficient to pay for printing the proceedings and buy the 
"Great seal" were made by Monroe Council to the Grand Council. 
$113.00 was the amount of the year's receipts. 

Companion Francis Darrow, of Pontiac, was re-elected Thrice 
Illustrious Grand Puissant. 

Companion John Clark, of St. Clair, to whom had been en- 
trusted the matter of ritual and work, made a verbal report and 
exemplified the work, whereupon a Committee of the first three 
officers and the Grand Recorder was appointed and the matter 
referred to them to report at the next meeting. 

June, 1 861. 

This year on account of the change in Constitution, two meet- 
ings of the Grand Council were held, January 8 and June 5. 

The Grand Recorder reported dispensations granted to form 
new Councils at Ypsilanti, Ionia and Sturgis, and that Councils 
had been organized and were in successful operation. Another 
effort to change time of meeting, this time to August, was offered 
but tabled. 

This was the first time the Grand Council was favored with 
a published address from the Grand Puissant, though short and 
of little importance, historically. The Grand Recorder was "allowed 
the sum of five dollars for postage." 

John Clark, of St. Clair, was elected Thrice Illustrious Grand 
Puissant. 

1862. 

Masonic Hall, Detroit, was the scene of the next assembly of 
the Grand Council, held June 12, 1862. Four Grand Officers were 
absent and their places supplied. Grand Puissant Clark in his an- 
nual report deplored the fact that the nation was engaged ir a 
deadly warfare. In opening his report he said : 

"Would to high heaven we could say, as on former anniver- 
saries, that peace and harmony prevailed through our once happy 
land, and that Cryptic Masonry stood forth in all her former beauty 
and loveliness. But, alas, a dark cloud has come over our beloved 
Union; it is to be feared that in this lamentable struggle, that 
Companions have been arrayed against each other in deadly strife. 
Let us, my beloved Companions, look up to Him, who holds the 
destinies of nations in His hands, with one heart, and earnestly im- 
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» 

plore his interpositions to stay this fearful strife, and once more 
send blessings of peace to this unhappy country/' 

Many of the active Council workers in the country as well as 
many destined in the future to be such, were away from home and 
friends on the bloody battle fields fighting against each other, for 
what each believed to be a just cause. To the younger generation 
it is a matter of intense interest and wonder to attend the annual 
assemblies of the national bodies and see these same brothers come 
together and talk over those days of strife and struggle; to 
describe to each other the particular spots occupied by them, many 
times finding they are hotly contesting for victory on the very 
same field. That they can come together now and hold each other 
by the hand, gaze into the eyes of each other with the fire of 
love flashing forth instead of hate, is enough to convince the most 
sceptical that "Masonry unites men of every country, sect and 
opinion into one common bond of friendship and brotherly love." 

The Grand Puissant gave a list of twenty-four Grand Councils 
then at work together with the date of organization of each. New 
York was the oldest ranking at 1807, followed by the Mother of 
our own Grand Council, viz., Connecticut at 18 19. 

He called attention to the Super Excellent Masters Degree and 
recommended that it be conferred in the subordinate Councils. 

Companion David Burnham Tracy, of Detroit, was elected 
Thrice Illustrious Grand Puissant. 

At this meeting the proposition to change the time of meeting 
to August was lost. 

Evidently some hitch in financial matters had occurred, as the 
charter fees of several Councils had been held up by some one, and 
by special resolution it was ordered that all funds should be 
paid to the Grand Treasurer and that none be drawn without a 
warrant signed by the Grand Recorder and Grand Puissant. 

The Grand Puissant deplored the absence of Companion Na- 
thaniel P. Jacobs, Grand Recorder, but that Companion sent in his 
annual report of Finance and Correspondence, in closing which he 
gives a parting farewell as follows : 

"In closing this report, the last which in all human probability 
the chairman of your committee will have the pleasure of making 
to your Grand Body, I can but congratulate you on the progress 
which, since its organization four years ago, the Craft has made in 
this State. For years, Monroe Council, of Detroit, was the only 
organized body of Royal and Select Masters, her jurisdiction being 
co-extensive with the boundaries of the State itself. From her 
loins sprung St. Clair and Pontiac Councils, the Representatives of 
of which, together with her own, met in the ante-chamber of the 
Chapter room, in Masonic Hall, and organized the Grand Council 
of Michigan. Gathered to our assembly in June last, we saw the 
delegates of twelve Councils, still further to be increased when you 
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again meet. Surely, peace and prosperity have been within our 
borders. Whilst upon each breeze from the South comes the sound 
of strife, from her blood-stained hills and plains, where the hand 
of man is lifted against his brother, and the maddened passions 
and hatred of years, long treasured up, burst forth in unchecked 
ferocity, carrying with them slaughter and devastation; here our 
Heavenly Father has blessed us with abundant harvests; and each 
can repose under his own vine and under his own fig-tree in 
quietness and peace, and with none to molest or make him afraid. 

"Midst this unseemly and unnecessary strife, it is pleasant to 
know that the principles and teachings of Masonry are neither 
forgotten nor held in abeyance. From the lips of those returned to 
us from the prisons of the South, I learn that our brethren there 
still recognize the obligations of universal brotherhood, and, though 
closely watched by malignant eyes, have yet repeatedly relieved 
the distressed and comforted the weary and war-worn stranger in 
their midst. 

"In bidding you, as Companions, farewell, I can but hope that 
the blessings, so abundantly poured forth upon you heretofore, 
may still be continued. From the midst of my duties in the new 
field of labor destined to me upon the opposite side of the globe, 
in spirit I shall still be with you, and my prayers and supplications 
will still ascend to the great Architect of the Universe for your 
future prosperity and happiness." 

Companion Jacobs thus closed four years of service as the 
first Grand Recorder, and he was succeeded at this meeting by 
Oliver Bourke, of Detroit, who served nine years. 

David Burnham Tracy was elected T. I. Grand Puissant. 

1863. 

Detroit, June 3rd, 1863. — The Grand Puissant reported the con- 
tinuation of the dispensation for another year, for Hiram Council, 
at Marshall. He urged the matter of uniformity of work and 
lectures in the subordinate Councils and suggested the appointment 
of a special, committee to arrange the same and report. In closing 
he said: 

"This Grand Council is as yet in its infancy. We have much 
to learn by caution and experience. Of the latter I had hoped to 
have supplied myself in part by the perusal of the proceedings 
of our sister Grand Councils through the United States, who have 
had so much more experience than we, and from which much val- 
uable information might be derived; but of this I have been dis- 
appointed, owing to the unhappy rebellion which now prevails to 
such an alarming extent throughout a large portion of our once 
happy but now distracted and bleeding country. While we are in 
the enjoyment of peace and comfort, the temples of our Companions 
in many of our sister Councils have been desecrated, their altars 
overthrown, their homes made desolate, and their fair lands laid 
waste by the horrors of civiL war. It is our duty to do all in our 
power to assuage the horrors of this unnatural war, and make 
use of all honorable and legitimate means to aid in bringing it to 
a happy termination." 
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Companions David B. Tracy, E. A. Elliott, and G. B. Noble 
were appointed special Committee on work and lectures. A charter 
was issued to Hiram Council at Marshall to be number 14. St. 
Clair, No. 2, was given permission to hold their meetings at Port 
Huron if desired. A minority report on this matter was lost, but 
the report is not printed in the proceedings. 

The special committee on the subject of the Super Excellent 
Masters degree reported: 

"Your Committee on Super-Excellent Master's degree, report 
that they do not deem it expedient, at present, to change the work or 
add thereto. G. B. Noble and E. A. Elliott, Committee." 

The Grand Recorder was directed to "settle with Monroe Coun- 
cil for gas consumed." 

Edward A. Elliott, of Detroit, Was elected Thrice Illustrious 
Grand Puissant. 

1864. 

Like the preceding sesions this one was held in Detroit. June 
8th was the date. The Grand Puissant calls Jonesville Council No. 
5, to account, as but one return had been received since it was char- 
tered in i860. The matters of returns are mentioned in the proceed- 
ings at various points and Companion Seaman L. Dart presented 
this resolution: 

"Resolved, That the Grand Recorder procure a sufficient num- 
ber of blanks and returns, and transmit two of them to each subordi- 
nate Council in this jurisdiction, previous to the Annual Session of 
this Grand Body." 

Nothwithstanding this the earliest returns in the Grand Re- 
corder's office are for the year 1869. 

The Grand Recorder reported as the Committee on Correspond- 
ence that proceedings had been received from but six Grand Coun- 
cils, less than one-fourth of the entire number. Thus we can see 
how demoralizing upon the regularity of the Councils had been the 
war then gradually drawing to a close. Connecticut reported pro- 
ceedings received from Louisiana which indicates that the tie was 
not entirely severed. 

The Committee on Work was given further time. Garra B. 
Noble, of Detroit, was the newly elected Grand Puissant. 

1865. 

Grand Puissant Noble in his address rejoices that the dark 
cloud of war and bloodshed has at last cleared away and that herald 
of Peace proclaimed all "clear in the South !" 

He had issued dispensations for new Councils at Hillsdale, Hud- 
son, and Fentonville, and announced that during the previous Decem- 
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ber the hall of Jonesville Council was burned and their charter 
destroyed. River Raisin, No. 4 ; Three Rivers, No. 7, and Ionia, No. 
12, were reported delinquent in returns, discipline was recommended 
and they were ordered to return their charters. Charters were ganted 
to the new Councils under dispensation and a duplicate charter for 
Jonesville. 

By resolution the report of the Committee on Work was laid 
over to a special meeting called for January, 1866. 

In closing his review and report on Correspondence, Companion 
Bourke commented thus : 

"While all other -social ties were severed, we have abundant 
evidence that Masonry was true to its mission, and smoothed many 
a rough road, alleviated sorrow and sickness, fed the hungry, clothed 
the naked, and visited those sick in prison. Many a valuable life has 
been spared through the instrumentality of our beloved Order, and 
we know and feel that, under Providence, Masonry will do more to 
bring together the relations between the two sections of the country 
than all other influences combined. Let us do our part in this good 
work of reconstruction. Masonry is universal, not sectional. Its 
field is the world. Its sphere is limited from east to west, between 
north and south — from the earth to the heavens, and from the sur- 
face to the centre. To our Southern Brethren we owe many, very 
many obligations, which, they are assured, shall be held in grateful 
remembrance and duly appreciated. We hold out to them the hand 
of fraternal brotherly love and friendship, and shall always welcome 
them as co-laborers in our exalted and sublime mission of 'Peace on 
earth, and good will towards men/ " 

Companion David Bovee, of Coldwater, was elected Grand 
Puissant. 

1866. 

Pursuant to call by Grand Puissant David Bovee, the Grand 
Council assembled in Masonic Hall, Detroit, January 9, 1866, for the 
special purpose of "taking into consideration the importance and 
necessity of uniformity of work," and a good representation was 
present. 

Companion Edward A. Elliott, Chairman, exemplified the open- 
ing and closing which was accepted and adopted. The balance of 
the work was recommitted to the Committee and Companions Sea- 
man L. Dart and Ebenezer Sprague added to the Committee, which 
was instructed to report at the annual meeting. 

Annual Meeting. 

* The Ninth Annual meeting was held in Detroit, June 6, 1866. 
Grand Puissant Bovee granted dispensations for new Councils at 
Adrian and Niles. A resolution was adopted as follows : 

"Resolved, That at this convocation, and hereafter, the Grand 
Officers, and one delegate from each Council, be entitled to a per 
diem allowance of three dollars." 
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An amendment changing the time of meeting to the second 
Wednesday in January was proposed and laid over for action. Char- 
ters were granted Councils at Adrian, Niles and Saginaw. 

At this meeting the work of opening and closing which was 
adopted at the special meeting in June was rescinded. Companion 
Bovee then read the work prepared by the Committee and the same 
was adopted. Seaman L. Dart, of Coldwater, was elected Grand 
Puissant. 

1867. 

June 5th, 1867, the Grand Council met in Detroit with all Grand 
Officers present. After the appointment of a Credential Committee 
the meeting was off until four o'clock p. m., but "in consequence of 
the session of the Grand Commandery having been prolonged - 
beyond the limit of time allotted, the Grand Council di'd not hold 
their adjourned meeting as expected" and did not convene till ten 
the next morning. Three of the nineteen Councils were not repre- 
sented. 

Grand Puissant Dart reported one Council organized under dis- 
pensation which was at St. Johns. 

The detailed returns of each Council was ordered omitted from 
the printed proceedings and thus have been lost some of the valuable 
records of early membership. The Constitution was again amended 
whereby the Grand Council returned to the month of January for 
holding meetings which were to follow the sessions of Grand Chap- 
ter and Grand Lodge, which met at the same time and place. By 
orders issued to the Grand Recorder the lives of the "dead" Coun- 
cils was again threatened. 

William S. Edwards, of Hillsdale, was elected Grand Puissant, 

1868. 

At the Annual Assembly held January 8, 1868, Grand Puissant 
Edwards delivered the longest address on record up to that time, 
viz., six pages. During his short term of office he found the Coun- 
cils growing, with a new zeal for the work and a larger number of 
members in attendance. For the first time in several years every 
Council made returns. The Grand Puissant issued a dispensation 
for a new Council at Petersburg, under care of D. B. Tracy, to be 
known as Mosaic Council. St. Johns Council was constituted under 
its charter. 

He calls attention to the lack of uniformity of work in the sev- 
eral Grand Jurisdictions; the difference in requirements regarding 
the Super-Excellent degree, and the wide range of titles given to the 
various officers. He appends a table showing the results of his in- 
vestigations, which may be of interest at this time: 
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Grand Councils 


Officers and Titles in 
Grand Councils 


Officers and Titles 

in Subordinate 

Councils 


Alabama 


GP 
MPG M 

a 

TIGM 

TIGP 

MP G M 

a 

GP 

MPG M 

a 

TIGM 
MPG M 

GP 
M I G M 
MPG M 

« 

a 
TIGM 
MPG M 

« 

a 

M 
U 

a 


DGP 

RPDG M 

DPGM 


GTI 
RPGIM 
TIGM 


G PC W 

RPG PCW 

G PC W 


TIM 
TIM 
TIGM 


DIM 
DIM 

DGM 


PCW 
PCW 


Connecticut 

Florida 


P C 




IGHT 
M I DG P 

DPGM 

R I DGM 

DGP 

DGM 

DPGM 

RPGM 

DIGM 

DPGM 

DGP 

RIGM 

RPDG M 

TIDGM 
I DGP 

RPDG M 
DPGM 

DMPGM 

RPDG M 
PDGM 

RPDG M 


IG H AB 
IG T I 
TIGM 
RIGM 

GTI 
TIGM 
RPGM 
PG M W 

DTI 

G T IGM 

GTI 

IGM 

RPGIM 

« 


"iCPCW" 
G PC W 

M 

a 

PGM 

GMC 

G PC W 

a 

a 

RPGPC W 

a 

IGPCW 
G PC W 

RPGPC W 

G PC W 

a 

RPGPC W 
RIGW 
RPGPC 


TIM 

TIGM 

« 

TIM 
a 
a 

MIGM 

TIGM 

u 

M 


IHT 
DIGM 

RIM 

DI M 
DIGM 

RIM 

RIGM 

DIGM 

« 

DTI 


I H AB 




PCW 




a 


Iowa .. . . ' 


I M 


Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Massachusetts .... 

Michigan 

Mississippi 


PCW 

III 
IGM 
PCW 
IPC W 
PCW 


New Hampshire . . . 
New Jersey.....*.. 
New York 




TIM 

TIGM 
« 

a 


RIM 

IHT 
DIGM 

M JM 


IPCW 

tt 


South Carolina 

Ohio 


IHA B 


GTI 

RPGIM 

IGM 

"rpgm" 

TIGM 
RPGTI 


PCW 


Pennsylvania 

Rhode Island 




Texas 


TIM 
TIGM 


RIM 
RIGM 


IPCW 


Vermont 

Wisconsin 


IGM 



The subject of a manual or monitor of the Council work was 
considered by him and he recommended the adoption of the new 
Mackey's Cryptic Masonry for the purpose and which was recently 
from the press. On the recommendation of a Committee it was 
adopted and Grand Recorder authorized to purchase some and fur- 
nish at cost to the Subordinate Councils. 

Companion David Bovee was authorized to furnish all Subordi- 
nate Councils with the newly authorized ritual who might apply and 
pay him for the same. 

Charters were granted to Mosaic Council, No. 22, at Peters- 
burg, and Portland, No. 23. The $3.00 per diem heretofore paid 
to representatives was extended to Past Grand Puissants. The re- 
ceipts were $224.77. Grand Council was again lenient with the 
"delinquents," and they were granted "further time to report to 
Grand Recorder and settle up all arrearages." 

Joseph T. Hayden, of Hillsdale, was elected Grand Puissant. 

1869. 

At the next Annual Assembly held January 13, in Detroit, the 
Grand Puissant failed to put in an appearance but his report was 
sent and was read by the Grand Recorder, from which it appears 
that a goodly number of visits had been made, and he found Cryptic 
Masonry in a healthy and prosperous condition. Dispensations were 
granted for new Councils at Manchester, Big Rapids and Clinton, 
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which received charters at this assembly. Like his predecessors he 
adverts to the Super- Excellent degree as conferred in sister juris- 
dictions and the matter was referred to a Committee of five, consist- 
ing of William P. Innes, D. B. Tracy, N. P. Jacobs, D. Bovee and 
John P. Fiske, to procure the ritual from an authentic source. 

A national convention had been called to meet in St. Louis, Mo., 
to perfect a uniform work and ritual. Companion T. A. Flower was 
appointed to represent Michigan, but for some reason the "Conven- 
tion" failed to convene. 

The time of meeting was again changed, to Monday preced- 
ing the second Wednesday at seven o'clock p. m. 

A Council at Pentwater was granted a charter direct without a 
dispensation. The charter fee was raised to $25.00, $15.00 of which 
must be paid for the dispensation. Representatives present from 
Councils U. D. were by resolution given same privileges as those 
from chartered Councils. 

Charles H. Putnam, of Hudson, was elected Grand Puissant. 

1870. 

Peace and continued prosperity was the report received at the 
twelfth annual "Convocation," held in Detroit, January 10, 1870. 
"Several distinguished visitors from this and other jurisdictions 
were present and gave their valuable counsel and assistance." 

Charters were granted to Dowagiac, No. 28, and Lansing, No. 
29, and conditioned that the charter fee should be paid, to North- 
ville, No. 30, and Reading, No. 31. The Grand Puissant had re- 
ceived from Companion John H. Barlow, of Connecticut, the ritual 
of the Super-Excellent degree, and the Committee appointed at the 
previous assembly proceeded to enlighten the uninformd and ex- 
emplified the beauties of the Super-Excellent. There seemed to be 
a "division in the house" and after a long discussion is was decided 
that the "whole subject" should be "indefinitely postponed." The 
Grand Recorder was authorized to purchase jewels for the Grand 
Council "whenever the state of the exchequer will warrant that ex- 
penditure." 

The Grand Recorder made heroic efforts to get the Recorders 
to furnish the returns in systematic form and properly tabulated. 
The blanks however furnished by Grand Council were not in a 
businesslike form to begin with. 

Oliver L. Spaulding, of St. Johns, was elected Grand Puissant. 

1871. 

The Thirteenth Annual was held in Detroit, January 9th. The 
Grand Puissant was again absent and his report was read by the 
Grand Recorder, in which it was stated that "Cryptic Masonry is 
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assuming the position to which it is entitled. Masons are begin- 
ning to recognize its importance and its merits." The matter of a 
Grand Lecturer was introduced but it was decided that the Grand 
Council could not afford "the luxury" but that "the Grand Puissant 
had the power to go or send his proxy to any Subordinate Council 
wishing instruction and the Council receiving the benefit could de- 
fray the expense." 

What more "fair" proposition could be offered? To be sure 
the ones needing it the most were least able to afford it, but they 
could pay or die. 

Dispensations had been granted to Councils at Jackson, and 
Ithaca, and charters issued later to them and to Tecumseh and 
Union City on petition. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

"Resolved, That a Companion residing thirty miles or over dis- 
tant from an organized Council of R. & S. Masters may petition 
any Council within the state for the privilege of receiving the de- 
grees, or for membership, and such Council is authorized to receive 
and act on such petition." 

At this time the great "Prerequisite" question made its first ap- 
pearance in the form of a preamble and resolution which was 
adopted : 

Whereas, Action has been taken by a large number of Grand 
Councils to solidify the structure of Masonry, and more intimately 
connect its several component parts, so as to form a perfect and 
complete whole; and 

Whereas, In this Jurisdiction a most important connecting 
link between Cryptic and Templar Masonry has for years been 
suffered to remain unconnected to the great detriment of both or- 
ders; therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by " this 
Grand Council to present this subject to the Grand Commandery 
of Michigan, and urge that Grand Body to pass a resolution making 
the Council degrees prerequisite to a candidate receiving the Temp- 
lar orders or petitioning therefor. 

At the following conclave of the Grand Commandery, Grand 
Commander John L. Mitchell reported the action of Grand Coun- 
cil thus : 

"While we recognize Cryptic Masonry as worked by the Grand 
Council of this State, no action has ever been taken to make a pos- 
session of these degrees a preparatory to the reception of our Or- 
ders. At the last Convocation of the Grand Council of this State, 
steps were taken looking to this Grand Commandery making the 
possession of the Council degrees a requirement before conferring 
on a candidate our Knightly Orders. It is within your province 
to make such an edict, but it is a question of the greatest import- 
ance, and only to be acted on after the most careful considera- 
tion." 
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The matter was referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence 
who ignored the whole subject, whereupon Companion Oliver 
Bourke, on behalf of the Committee appointed for the purpose 
by Grand Council, introduced a resolution that the Royal and Se- 
lect Masters degrees should be prerequisite to receiving a petition 
for the Templar degrees, and he advocated its adoption, when on 
motion of Companion Garra B. Noble, an amendment to the Con- 
stitution was proposed incorporating this requirement and the mat- 
ter laid over till the next year. Grand Commander Smith gave con- 
siderable prominences to the subject in his report the next year and 
called attention to several decisions of Grand Masters and Com- 
mittees of Grand Encampment, which it seemed must control the 
action of Grand Commandery. No farther action was taken on 
the amendment and it died from desertion. Thus ended the first 
effort at "Prerequisition." 

At this session Companion Oliver Bourke closed his nine years 
of service as Grand Recorder, on account of the demand upon 
his time in other lines, and appropriate resolutions of thanks and 
appreciation were adopted by Grand Council. 

Ebenezer Sprague, of Lyons, was elected Grand Puissant. 

1872. 

The spirit of unrest in relation to the time of holding annual 
assembfies seems to have been rampant and now two "annuals" are 
held in the year 1872. The first was in January, the second day, at 
Detroit. At this time there were thirty-five Councils on the rolls. 

Grand Puissant Sprague reported peace and harmony among 
the Councils. He quoted in full the circular issued by Josiah H. 
Drummond, of Maine, dated May 10, 187 1, and calling for a "Con- 
vention" for the representatives of the several Grand Councils to 
convene in New York City, the second Wednesday in June, 1872, 
for the purpose of endeavoring to secure a uniformity of Rituals 
among Grand Councils. Massachusetts united with Maine in the 
call. No recommendation is made by Companion Sprague ex- 
cept "That you take the subject of this call under advisement and 
give it such thought and consideration as its merits appear to de- 
mand." It was his judgment that "the time is not far distant 
when it (Cryptic Masonry) will be approved by the Grand En- 
campment of the United States, and be adopted by all the Grand 
Commanderies under its Jurisdiction." That was thirty-five years 
ago and the time seems far more distant now than then. 

Notice was given of the organization of a Grand Council in 
the territory of our neighboring cousin, Ontario. In reporting it 
Companion Sprague noted that this new child had appropriated 
to its Jurisdiction the degree of "Red Cross of Babylon," its source 
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of authority had been recognized by the Grand Encampment of the 
United States which seemed to prophesy an early recognition of the 
entire Rite of Cryptic Masonry. He closed his report with a mild 
appeal for the adoption of the Super-Excellent degree which had 
already been turned down. 

The "three first" officers were made a Committee to attend the 
Ritual Convention at "no cost to the Grand Council." "Owing to 
other business" none of the Grand Officers attended and Michigan 
did not take part in the "convention work." 

The following resolution was referred to the "three first" of- 
ficers for report the next year : 

"Resolved, That in order to place Cryptic Masonry in the State 
of Michigan more in harmony with Sister Grand Councils, that 
there be incorporated into the system now conferred in Councils in 
this jurisdiction the degrees of Super-Excellent Master, to be con- 
ferred after the Select Master's degree, and without additional 
charge." 

Henry Shaw Noble, of Monroe, was elected Grand Puissant. 

1873. 

The next Annual Assembly was held on New Year's eve, Decem- 
ber 31, 1872, for opening and adjournment was taken till the next 
morning. Dispensations had been granted for new Councils at 
Charlotte and Constantine. Grand Puissant Noble reported .that : 

"The Grand Commandery of the State of Michigan saw fit, 
in what by them considered great wisdom, not to take any action 
in regard to making the Royal and Select Masters' degrees a pre- 
requisite to the Orders of the Temple. 

"The Grand Commandery having decided that Templar Juris- 
prudence did not give them the right to place these degrees in the 
regular order, we are left as heretofore 'to paddle our own canoe/ 
and it behooves us to stand by and ■ see that the degrees are not 
tampered with, but be placed in that exalted position in the front 
rank which they so much deserve, and I have no doubt, from the 
spirit manifested by all the Companions that we shall still flourish 
like the green bay tree, and that the circle of perfection will remain 
complete and without a single - star having its lustre in the least 
obscured." 

On request for information as to the proper aprons and col- 
lars for a Council he recommended Mackey's description : 

"The apron and collar must be black, lined and edged with 
red. The apron should be of a triangular form, in allusion to the 
sacred Delta. The Jewel of a Select Master is a silver trowel 
within a triangle of the same metal." 

The financial situation was not satisfactory to Companion No- 
ble and attention is called to it thus : 

"Companions, it is a well known fact that money is absolutely 
necessary to the success of any business, institution or society, and 
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it is equally well known by you that the finances of this Grand 
Council are not adequate for its requirements. Therefore to make 
this Grand Council independent and self-sustaining, I would rec- 
ommend that the Constitution be so amended as to increase the in- 
come from the subordinate Councils." 

He did not attend the "National Convention" in New York 
but quoted the circular in full which was issued, from which it ap- 
peared that fourteen Grand Councils met in convention. Ten other 
Grand Councils acted favorably but probably like Michigan they 
failed to furnish the "wherewith" for their representatives to trav- 
el, and railroads require "cash in advance." The convention de- 
cided that the degrees should be cultivated; that they should not 
be remitted to the care of Grand Chapters but that Grand Councils 
should be formed; Councils had been formed in England on au- 
thority from New York and a Grand Council was organized. The 
ritual, number and order of degrees were much discussed and 
left to a select committee to report on at an adjourned Convention 
to be held a year later. 

The matter of making the Council degrees prerequisite to the 
Orders of Knighthood was also to be considered. 

The Jurisprudence Committee "sat down hard" on the Super- 
Excellent degree thus : 

"That in the opinion of your committee the degrees consist 
of: First, Royal Master; second, Select Master. And that in re- 
gard to the Super-Excellent Master's degree, your committee entire- 
ly concur in the unanimous vote of this Grand Council two years 
ago, to postpone indefinitely the consideration of this question. And 
your committee would further add that, in their opinion, no reason 
can be conceived why the degree of Super-Excellent Master should 
ever be adopted by this Grand Council as any part of Cryptic Ma- 
sonry." 

The nomenclature was not changed, pending the action of the 
next convention. A representative was authorized and expenses 
provided, and Companion William Brown was elected as such rep- 
resentative. 

Charters were granted to Charlotte, No. 36, and Nebuzaradan, 
No. 37, at Constantine. A Constitutional amendment was proposed 
"and laid over providing for Grand Council revenue by per capita 
dues of twenty-five cents per member, and one dollar for each 
member passing the circle. The Grand Recorder's salary was made 
$50.00. 

William Brown, of Battle Creek, was elected Grand Puissant. 

1874. 

January 19, 1874. Sixteenth Annual Assembly. 
Grand Puissant Brown reported his attendance as representa- 
tive of Michigan at the National Convention held in New York in 
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June, 1873. Nineteen Grand Councils were represented. He noted 
a "slight inclination of some members to adhere to their time-hon- 
ored rules and let well enough alone," and he was not an excep- 
tion, but the great necessity existing for uniformity induced all to 
put aside personal preferences. Maine and Massachusetts yielded 
more than any other Jurisdiction. 

He recommended the adoption of the "Convention Ritual" but 
the matter was referred to a Committee to report the next year. The 
Convention "Resolved" that the degrees of Royal and Select Mas- 
ter should be made a "necessary prerequisite to the Orders of 
Knighthood' 5 and a committee was appointed to convince the Grand 
Encampment of the fact. The Convention adjourned to meet in 
New Orleans in December, 1874, to form a General Council. 

The sudden death of Past Grand Puissant Francis Darrow 
was reported as occurring April 11, 1873, at Ionia, while on his 
way to the station to take a train for home. 

A constitutional amendment making Grand Council fee for 
degrees conferred $1.00 and dues twenty-five cents per member 
was adopted. In the matter of "clothing" the Committee reported: 
"That owing to the intimate connection between Chapter and Coun- 
cil degrees, they recommended for the present the use of Chapter 
Clothing." At this meeting the "nomenclature" recommended by 
the convention was adopted as follows: Titles of Grand Officers — 
Most Illustrious Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Prin- 
cipal Conductor of Work, Grand Treasurer, Grand Recorder, Grand 
Captain of the Guard, Grand Conductor of the Council, Grand Stew- 
ard, Grand Sentinel. To which may be added Grand Chaplain, and 
Grand Marshal or Grand Master of Ceremonies. 

For Subordinate Councils, omit the word "Grand," and in place 
of the word "Most" for first officer, use the word "Thrice," as 
follows: Thrice Illustrious Master, Deputy Master, Principal Con- 
ductor of Work, Treasurer, Recorder, Captain of the Guard, Con- 
ductor of the Council, Steward and Sentinel. The meetings of the 
bodies were now called "assemblies." 

By resolution the formation of a General Grand Council was 
disapproved but the Grand Master was made a delegate to the con- 
vention "personally or by proxy." 

William Brown was re-elected and made the first "Most Il- 
lustrious Grand Master" in Michigan. 

1875. 

Seventeenth Annual Assembly, Detroit, January 18, 1875. 
A dispensation was granted for a new Council at Corunna, 
with Companion Hugh McCurdy as Thrice Illustrious Master. 
Grand Master Brown made more visits to subordinate Coun- 
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cils than his predecessors, and reported them in good condition. 
He was not able to attend the National Convention and his proxy 
could not leave home so Michigan was not represented. Charters 
were granted Corunna Council, No. 38, and Holly, No. 39. The 
Ritual Committee reported as follows: 

"Your Committee to whom was referred the Work and Lec- 
tures on Cryptic Masonry, as adopted and recommended by the 
Convention held in New York, June, 1873, would respectfully re- 
port that they have had the same under consideration, have given 
it a careful and critical examination, and find it to be not only a 
systematic arrangement of work, containing many beautiful and im- 
pressive lessons, but also encumbered with long, needless and im- 
practicable ceremonies, errors and contradictions of history and 
tradition. 

"Your committee, therefore, cannot recommend its adoption by 
this Grand Council, without its revision and correction. 

"Your committee further report that they have so revised and 
corrected the work as they believe will not only retain its general 
uniformity, but strictly adhere to the history, traditions and land- 
marks of the Order, as practiced in all the intermediate degrees of 
Masonry, and recommend its adoption." 

After the ritual as revised had been communicated to Grand 
Council, these resolutions ' were adopted: 

"Resolved, That this Grand Council does not desire to change 
its ritual, unless it be for the purpose of securing uniformity in the 
work of the various Grand Councils of the Union. 

"Resolved, That the further consideration of changing our rit- 
ual be deferred until the next annual Assembly of this Grand 
Council. " , 

Mortimer Mansfield, of Coldwater, was elected M. I. Grand 
Master. The Grand Officers were installed by Companion Brown 
and Companion Hugh McCurdy acted as Grand Marshal. 

1876. 

Eighteenth Annual Assembly, Detroit, January 17, 1876. 

Grand Master Mansfield granted dispensations for six new 
Councils to be held at Centreville. Newaygo, Lapeer, Lawrence, St. 
Joseph and South Haven, and also made a goodly number of official 
visitations. 

Charters were granted to all the new Councils under dispen- 
sation except Newaygo, which was continued under dispensation. A 
charter was also granted to Manistee. 

George Hill, of Portland, was elected M. I. Grand Master. 

1877. 

Nineteenth Annual Assembly, Detroit, January 15, 1877. 
The Grand Master reported the death of Past Grand Puissant 
John Clark, February 19th, 1876. Dispensations were granted to 
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Ludington and Hastings. The matter of "Prerequisite degrees" 
was the all absorbing topic at this annual assembly "and the senti- 
ment had become fixed in the minds of many members throughout 
the country that the only salvation of the Councils was to secure 
action by the Grand Encampment, making the degrees in all juris- 
dictions prerequisite to the Orders of Knighthood, and committees 
were given power to arrange terms on any basis which seemed 
best. Some jurisdictions had become tired of carrying the load 
and were looking for some convenient place to lay it down. Mis- 
sissippi came forth with a scheme which for long years afterward 
was given the cognomen of "The Mississippi Plan." This was 
none other than to turn the Councils over bodily to the Chapters 
and disband Grand Council, and this particular State proceeded to 
set the example and show the rest how to do it. A circular was 
circulated entitled: "Cryptic Masonry — The Multiplication of Grand 
Bodies." The following extract gives the gist of the idea as pre- 
sented by the Grand Master of that State: 

"The Royal Arch Degree, stripped of most of its real beauties 
by the severance of the Royal and Select Degrees from it, proves 
of but little attraction to its recipient. Dissatisfied with the Exalted 
Degree, he seeks no further advancement in Ancient Freemasonry, 
and, without any knowledge of the real beauty and value of our 
degrees, hastens to the more attractive, but, perhaps, not less beau- 
itful and instructive degrees of the Encampment. The re- 
sult is that many Royal Arch Masons are such in name only, 
possessing the form but destitute of the spirit of the degree. The 
evil is a serious one. What shall be the remedy? I can but re- 
peat, in part, what I said in closing my address a year ago. In 
my opinion, the crying evil of our Order is the splitting of degrees 
and the multiplication of Grand Bodies. Had I the power, I would, 
blot out every Council and Grand Council in existence as inde- 
pendent organizations. I would yield the Past Master's degree to 
the Grand Lodge, where it properly belongs, as an honorary de- 
gree, and would blend the Most Excellent Master with the 
Master's and the Royal and Select Master with the Royal Arch, 
making it the Royal degree it should be and giving to it its ancient 
form and beauty. I would create Grand Chapters that would work 
this and the Mark degree alone. I would cut down the Reports 
of Proceedings and Committees of Foreign Correspondence, and 
would no longer tolerate our many Grand Bodies to eat up the 
substance and waste the charity funds of our Order, and from this 
saving would erect some Grand Charity, that would gladden the 
hearts of "helpless orphans and destitute widows," and that would 
challenge the respect and win the admiration of mankind. This 
change of ritual and organization cannot, however, be done by 
this Grand Council alone, nor do I recommend it. It cannot be 
affected by the joint action of the several Grand Bodies of any 
number of states, but they may advise, and could thus, probably 
secure some Grand Convocation of the Cryptic and Capitular Grand 
Bodies of all countries, that might produce uniformity of work, 
recall the Ancient Charges and Regulations, and make the Mason 
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of every clime and nation confer the same degree and speak the 
same Masonic language." 

This was rather a stupendous undertaking but they set the 
wheels in motion which eventually caused the hybernating of many 
individual Grand Councils, some of which have not yet emerged 
from their hole. 

Mississippi adopted these resolutions: 

"Resolved, That the Grand Recorder be instructed to forward 
a copy of this report to the several Grand Masonic Bodies with 
whom this Grand Council, the Grand Chapter and Grand Lodge of 
Mississippi, are in fraternal correspondence — respectfully inviting 
their attention and consideration. 

"Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to confer 
with the Grand Chapter of Mississippi, or its committee, on the 
subject of the propriety of uniting the degrees of Royal and Se- 
lect Masters with those of the Chapter." 

Charters were granted new Councils at Newaygo, Ludington 
and Hastings. 

Companion Jex J. Bardwell had been commissioned to write 
a history of Cryptic Masonry in Michigan for the Centennial Ex- 
position, and he rendered a bill of $5.00 for expenses incurred 
therewith, which was allowed, although no report was ever filed 
in the archives. Had it been done, much of this work now being 
written by the Grand Recorder would have been unnecessary. 

Any members of the Grand Council who might attend the 
next Triennial of the Grand Encampment were created a Commit- 
tee to co-operate with other Grand Councils to secure the adoption 
of such proceedings as would make the Council degrees prerequi- 
site of the Orders of Knighthood. 

John R. Everard, of Jackson, was elected Most Illustrious 
Grand Master. 

1878. 

Twentieth Annual, Detroit, January 14, 1878. 

Fifty Councils were on the roll at this session but Hudson 
Council, No. 16, and Mosaic, No. 22, had their charters arrested 
on "account of inactivity and non-payment of Grand Council dues." 

Grand Master Everard made numerous visits to inspire Coun- 
cils with interest and enthusiasm. The treasury showed a balance 
of $806.40, receipts for the year being $615.00. A charter was 
granted Leslie Council, No. 50. The salary of Grand Recorder 
was raised from $50.00 to $125.00. 

Andrew J. Utley, of St. Louis, was elected Grand Master. 
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1879. 

Twenty-first Annual Assembly. Jackson, January 20, 1879. 

This was the first annual assembly held outside of Detroit. 

Grand Master Utley gave quite a voluminous address and re- 
ported that while Michigan stood seventh among Grand Lodges 
in number of its subordinates, and it was sixth among Grand 
Chapters, in the Cryptic Rite we stood in second place, only one 
jurisdiction, Ohio, having more Councils. He stated that the Grand 
Council was sound, morally, Masonically and financially, and had 
not become infected with the Mississippi "delusion." Neither did 
they think it "necessary in order to maintain existence" that the 
degrees should be made "prerequisite," but he thought such ac- 
tion "would mutually benefit both Chivalric and Cryptic Masonry." 
He showed that in three-fourths of the states in the union the Grand 
Councils outranked the Grand Commanderies in age, ranging from 
one to thirty-four years. He submitted a table showing the stand- 
ings. 

The Grand Master recommended the reprint of the early pro- 
ceedings which had become exhausted, and the collection and bind- 
ing of the proceedings of Grand Councils with whom the Grand 
Council was in correspondence, both of which recommedations were 
approved. He urged the adoption of the Representative system 
which was also approved. He devoted thirteen pages to a thor- 
ough exposition of the history, cause and effect of the "Mississippi 
Plan." Since the last annual Wisconsin, Illinois, Kentucky and 
Iowa had remitted the Council degrees to the tender mercies of 
the Chapter and ceased to work. North Carolina, California, Ar- 
kansas and Nebraska were considering the matter seriously. 

The Grand Master delivered a scathing rebuke to any who 
would assume to deliver to another Grand Body the right to con- 
fer the Cryptic degrees as a side show without cost, to any who 
should ask for them. Some had claimed that the degrees originally 
belonged to the Chapters and they were simply receiving back 
"their own" and that the General Grand Chapter had claimed jur- 
isdiction over them up to 1829. The legal mind of Companion Ut- 
ley took up the history of the matter and thoroughly sifted the 
evidence. No reference whatever is made in the Constitution of 
that body that they recognised any jurisdiction over the degrees 
of Royal and Select Master. In fact these resolutions were in 
1853 introduced by the celebrated Masonic writer, Dr. Albert G. 
Mackey : 

"Whereas, The members of this General Grand Chapter have 
received the degrees of Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent 
Master, and the Holy Royal Arch only, and in that order in the 
several Chapters which they were exalted, and have not as Royal 
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Arch Masons been instructed in any other and intermediate de- 
grees., therefore, 

"Resolved, That this General Grand Chapter will not sanction 
any other than the above degrees in the Chapters working under its 
jurisdiction." 

A competent Committee passed upon them with approval and 
recommended these further resolutions which were adopted: 

"Resolved, That this General Grand Chapter, and the govern- 
ing bodies of Royal Arch Masonry affiliated with, and holding jur- 
isdiction under it, have no rightful jurisdiction or control over the 
degrees of Royal and Select Masters. 

"Resolved, That this General Grand Chapter will hereafter en- 
tertain no question or matter growing out of the government or 
working of those degrees while in their present position." 

The prayer of the Grand Chapter of Mississippi in 1877 to the 
General Grand Chapter for permission to take jurisdiction of the 
Council degrees was not granted. 

The stirring remarks of the Grand Master under the heading 
"The Effect of the Mississippi Plan on the Chapter" are worthy 
of reproduction here. He said: 

"The plan adopted by the several Grand Councils and Grand 
Chapters, in those jurisdictions where the Council degrees have been 
turned over to the Chapter, not only tends to degrade Cryptic 
Masonry by placing it under the control of an organization beneath . 
it in rank in our American system of Freemasonry ; but it will result 
in incalcuable injury to Capitular Masonry, because it will intro- 
duce confusion into that body, and destroy the symmetry and har- 
mony, that have existed therein from time immemorial. Many of 
the Grand Councils will not surrender to the Chapter in their juris- 
dictions, nor to any other organization the control of these degrees. 
Pennsylvania, New York, Massachusetts, Vermont, Maine, Indiana, 
Florida, Minnesota, Louisiana, and several other Grand Councils have 
already passed resolutions severely censuring the course pursued by 
the disbanding Grand Councils, and refusing to recognize, in any 
manner, Royal and Select Masters who receive the degrees in a 
Chapter, by communication or in any manner other than in a regu- 
larly constituted Council of the Cryptic Rite. Hence, in those juris- 
dictions, the Chapter will continue in the future, as in the past, to 
confer four, and only four, degrees; while in other jurisdictions, the 
Chapters will have control over and will confer six degrees. A Royal 
Arch Mason in good standing in the first jurisdiction, although he 
might be thoroughly posted in Capitular Masonry (perhaps even 
High Priest of his Chapter,) would, necessarily, be refused ad- 
mission as a visitor, in the second jurisdiction — at least during a por- 
tion of their work — because he had received only four degrees, while 
they had received and conferred six. 

"Again, should the Craft recognize the innovation inaugurated 
by Mississippi, and blindly followed by some other jurisdictions, it 
is impossible to calculate the injury that may result. If it is true 
that a Grand Council can, by a vote of its members, dissolve its or- 
ganization and transfer its degrees to some other Masonic Body, 
then it is equally true that a Grand Chapter can, by a similar pro- 
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cess, dissolve its organization and transfer its degrees to the Blue 
Lodge and authorize them to be conferred upon all Master Masons, 
without fee or reward, or under such restrictions as the Blue Lodge 
may see fit to impose; or a Grand Commandery may dissolve its 
organization and authorize its degrees to be conferred by any other 
organization. In fact, the work of demolition has already com- 
menced. Ancient Craft and Capitular Masonry have already been 
assailed by these modern innovators. Companion Walters, Grand 
High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Mississippi, who was mainly 
instrumental in inaugurating the raid against Cryptic Masonry, in 
a recent address before the Grand Chapter of Mississippi, strongly 
recommends the total remission, to the Grand Lodges, of the Past 
Masters and Most Excellent Masters Degrees, and the making of 
the former a mere chair degree, and the latter the cap- 
stone of- the Master's degree. The moment we recognize the 
power of any Grand Body to annul, infringe or tamper with the 
landmarks of Masonry, and tolerate a spirit of innovation, that mo- 
ment we strike a blow that will shake the very foundation of 
Masonry. And unless the spirit of innovation can be checked and 
the landmarks restored and kept inviolate, we will tumble the super- 
structure about our heads, and bury ourselves beneath the ruins of 
our Grand Masonic edifice. 

''In view of all these facts, I recommend the adoption of a 
resolution denying to all persons, who receive the Royal and Select 
Masters degrees by communication, "on the Mississippi plan," or 
in any other manner than in a regularly constituted Council of 
Cryptic Masonry, duly chartered by a Grand Council of the Cryptic 
Rite, any recognition as Cryptic Masons, and that the doors of the 
secret vault in Michigan be closed against them." 

He apoligized for the unusal length of his address but justified 
it on the ground that "the peculiar circumstances surrounding Cryp- 
tic Masonry at the present time seemed to demand it." 

Companions had been deterred from organizing new Councils 
because the information that had been circulated that in Michigan 
after this annual assembly Cryptic Masonry as a separate organiza- 
tion would cease to exist and money spent in organizing would be 
thrown away and that Royal Arch Masons who desired the degrees 
could soon get them in their Chapters without expense. The pro- 
mulgators of this information must have received a serious jolt 
when this resolution was passed: 

"Resolved, That this Grand Council unequivocally condemns 
the action of any of our sister jurisdictions favoring the merging 
of the Cryptic degrees with those of the Chapter, and declares that 
the successful advocacy of such a policy will be fatal to the per- 
petuation of the Cryptic degrees, in their purity and sublimity, 
wherever such plan is adopted. 

"Resolved, That this Grand Council hereby enters its solemn 
protest against the merging of the Cryptic degrees into the hands of 
any Grand Chapter, and will hold any Companion, who received the 
Cryptic Degrees under such authority, as clandestinely made ; and 
as such cannot be received with fraternal greeting within this Grand 
Jurisdiction. 
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"Resolved, That Subordinate Councils are hereby interdicted 
from receiving or holding any Masonic intercourse with such clan- 
destine Royal and Select Masters." 

Taken as a whole the address of Grand Master Utley was one 
of the most thorough, stirring and forceful reports ever delivered 
in Grand Council. 

A sufficient number of the proceedings of Grand Council were 
ordered to be bound in book form and one copy sent to each Council 
in the State. 

Hugh McCurdy, of Corunna, was elected M. I. Grand Master, 
being elected directly from the "floor" to the presiding office, an 
honor accorded to but one other since the organization of Grand 
Council. 

1880. 

Twenty-second Annual Assembly was held in the city of Jack- 
son, January 19, 1880. As a matter of history it is unfortunate that 
the Grand Recorder did not in some way indicate in the reports of 
the Credential Committee which of those Companions "entitled to 
seats" were there in person and responded to the roll, but it did not 
yet seem to appear to them that they were "building history" instead 
of saving printer's ink. 

Grand Master McCurdy' s address was a good report of his work 
and the condition of the Rite, covering eight pages. He gave his 
imagination as to the condition of Freemasonry full sway, when in 
his opening he said : 

"Kingdoms have crumbled and empires have fallen — races and 
tribes of men have been annihilated, and scare a tradition of them 
has been preserved; yet Freemasonry today stands essentially the 
same that it was when the first "temple with all its glory, crowned 
Moriah's height." 

But that can be safely charged up to the enthusiasm of "youth." 
He reported the demise of a pioneer of the Order, Companion 
Benjamin F. Doughty, Grand Chaplain and Third Grand Principal 
Counductor of Work. Companion McCurdy was not called to exer- 
cise the judiciary powers granted to the Grand Master in the way 
of rendering important decisions. He gave a fine exposition of the 
position occupied by Cryptic Masonry in the galaxy of governing 
Grand Bodies and explained the nature of its mission, giving a short 
review of its history in Michigan since the organization of this 
Grand Council. He is the first Grand Master to officially acknowledge 
the assistance of the Grand Recorder, by noting the labors of Com- 
panion Garra B. Noble, who served faithfully since 1871. 

David Woodward, of Clinton, was elected Grand Master. 
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l88l. 

Twenty-third Annual Assembly, East Saginaw, January 17, 
1881. 

Grand Master Woodward reported the deaths of two dis- 
tinguished Past Grand Masters, William Brown, who died September 
23, 1880, and Edward A. Elliott, November 15, 1880. These Com- 
panions had both been earnest laborers in the Cryptic work of this 
State and the results of their labors still live. Beautiful memorials 
were adopted. 

The Grand Master arrested the charter of Blanchard Council, 
No. 34, of Tecumseh, as they were unable to get out a quorum. He 
gives in full the proceedings of the Convention held August 23, to 
25, 1880, for the purpose of organizing the 

General Grand Council of the United States. 

This convention having been held in Detroit, August 23, 1880, 
and Michigan representatives participating, it may be proper to note 
here some of the matters of general interest. The reason for the 
organization was given as advancing the general interest in the Rite, 
and to combat the "Mississippi Plan" which was spreading quite 
rapidly. The degrees were conferred in four different ways, which 
were described in the circular issued by Josiah H. Drummond call- 
ing the convention, as follows : 

"1. In Chapters, as a part of the regular series of degrees.. In 
this class are Virginia and West Virgina, where the degrees are 
conferred before the Royal Arch, the order being Mark Master, Past 
Master, Most Excellent Master, Royal Master, Select Master and 
Royal Arch. A Grand Council was formed in Virginia in 1820, 
which, yielding to a claim based. upon a gross error, in 1841 sur- 
rendered the degrees to the Grand Chapter and dissolved. 

"2. In Councils appurtenant to Chapters, but otherwise inde- 
pendent of them. In this class is Texas, whose Grand Council was 
dissolved in 1864; since that time the degrees have been conferred 
in Councils of a quasi voluntary character, claiming to be held under 
the authority of a Chapter warrant, but entirely separate from the 
Chapter itself, without control by any Grand body. 

"3. In Councils appurtenant to Chapters, and under the control 
and authority of Grand Chapters. 

"In -this class are Arkansas, Iowa, Kentucky, Mississippi, Ne- 
braska, South Carolina, and Wisconsin. These Grand Councils have 
formally dissolved, but, previous to their dissolution, they surren- 
dered the degrees (so far as they had the power) to the several 
Grand Chapters, which accepted the trust and are now undertaking 
to confer and control the degrees. 

"The Grand Council of Illinois, in like manner, voted to sur- 
render the degrees to the Grand Chapter, but still claims to be in 
existence. 

"Measures, looking ultimately to the same end, but not fully 
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consummated, have been taken by the Grand Councils of California, 
Missouri and North Carolina. 

"In understanding that the Grand Chapter of Nevada (where 
there has never been a Grand Council) contemplates authorizing its 
Chapters to confer these degrees in "appurtenant Councils" and the 
, same thing is favored in. Oregon; by whose "surrender" they pro- 
pose to obtain this authority I am not advised. 

"Several of the Grand Chapters are awaiting the action of the 
General Grand Chapter, and I have no doubt that an effort will be 
made at its next Convocation to adopt the amendments to the Con- 
stitution offered by our Mississippi Companions, and now pending, 
and thus, by endorsing what is known as the "Mississippi Plan" 
assume control of the Cryptic degrees. 

"4. In Councils, Under the Jurisdiction of Grand Councils. In 
this class are Alabama, Connecticut,- Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Kan- 
sas, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minne- 
sota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, Tennessee and Vermont, in the United States, and 
England, Ontario, and New Brunswick abroad." 

The questions growing out of the peculiar situation then exist- 
ing were reduced to an outline and about as follows : 

"1. Shall the Grand Council system of organization be con- 
tinued? If not, shall the degrees be abandoned, or the "Mississippi 
Plan" adopted? 

"2. If the Grand Council system is to be continued, what meas- 
ures (if any) shall be taken to prevent a conflict between the Grand 
Councils and the General Grand Chapter? 

"3. What rule shall be adopted as to the status of those who 
receive the degrees in Chapters, as well as of those who have re- 
ceived the degrees in regular Councils, but have assisted in con- 
ferring the degrees in other bodies, or been present when they were 
thus conferred? 

"4. What rule ought to be adopted in relation to the^ jurisdic- 
tion in States, etc., in which no regular Grand Council exists?" 

Each question was referred to a special committee for investi- 
gation and report. Companion Hugh McCurdy, of Michigan, was 
on the committee which considered the third question. 

At the convention Companions Hugh McCurdy, D. Burnham 
Tracy, Garra B. Noble, David Woodward, David Bovee, and Rufus 
Hatheway; represented Michigan. 

An eloquent appeal for the preservation of the Cryptic degrees 
in their purity and independence was presented by George W. 
Cooley, of Minnesota, after which a committee of five was appointed 
to report upon the advisability of the organization of the General 
Grand Council. 

A protest made to the General Grand Chapter by the Grand 
Council of New York against the usurpation by it or any of its 
constituents, Grand or Subordinate, the control of the degrees of 
Royal and Select Master, was read and a fund raised to print and 
circulate the same. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



108 HISTORY OF CRYPTIC MASONRY. 

The Committee on organization reported in favor of the forma- 
tion of a General Grand Council. They reported a constitution for 
adoption, same to become operative when formally ratified and ac- 
cepted by nine Grand Councils. 

The Committee on the third question presented resolutions de- 
claring that the Cryptic degrees could only be conferred in Councils 
working under Grand Councils; that no Grand Chapter could law- 
fully confer them directly or indirectly and that any Royal Arch 
Masons who so received them should be considered clandestine and 
not recognized or admitted to any lawful Council ; that any Royal 
and Select Master who should be present or assist in conferring the 
degrees outside of a regular Council duly warranted by a Grand 
Council should be liable to expulsion. 

Grand Master Woodward said that the General Grand Council 
was not organized by "unanimous consent," as many preferred to 
wait till their individual Grand Councils had been consulted. Michi- 
gan was among the number. He closed his report on the subject 
as follows: 

"Cryptic Masonry in our jurisdiction is in a healthy state. The 
old maxim, "let well-enough alone," is safe. Give the subject your 
careful consideration. Should you, in your wisdom, see fit to ratify 
the action of the convention, you will, in justice to the General Grand 
Council, appropriate five dollars towards the necessary expenses of 
printing, etc., and forward the same to Illustrious Companion George 
W. Cooley, G. G. Recorder of the General Grand Council." 

The Committee on Finance recommended that instead of paying 
the Grand Master a salary or monied consideration for his services, 
that the Grand Council vote him a "suitable jewel," which was 
adopted. Companion Woodward was the first Grand Master to re- 
ceive a jewel. 

The committee to whom the matter of affiliation with the Gen- 
eral Grand Council was referred, reported as follows : 

"For nearly a quarter of a century Cryptic Masonry has lived 
and flourished in Michigan, having grown from three to fifty Subor- 
dinate Councils. It today promises a prosperous future ; a wise man- 
agement and a strict fidelity to the landmarks of this branch of the 
Order has given it this success. The degrees of Royal Master and 
Select Master have been kept as we believe they ought to be, in a 
separate body. 

"The Grand Council of the State of Michigan has in the past 
been sufficient in government and ample in jurisdiction, for all our 
needs, and we believe can better oversee and control us than any 
other body. 

"What is good for us is of like value to any jurisdiction in 
the United States. 

"Our Grand Council having proved sufficient in all things, and 
at all times for us, we can but recommend the same kind of a guid- 
ing hand to our sister States. 
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"The General Grand Council, for us, we believe, would be a 
piece of useless and expensive machinery. 

"For these and many other* reasons that we might enumerate, 
we deem it advisable, for the present, at least, that this Grand Coun- 
cil do not favor the organization of a General Grand Council." 

Rufus C. Hatheway, of Ionia, was elected M. I. Grand Master. 
1882. 

Twenty-fourth Annual Assembly, Flint, January 10, 1882. 
Grand Master Hatheway met with personal loss during the 
year which he described as follows : 

"Companions, no doubt there will be many items of my official 
doings that may have been overlooked or forgotten in this report, 
for that reason that while peacefully at work in the Secret Vault 
at Petoskey in September last, the torch of the incendiary was ap- 
plied to my loved home in Ionia, and the house, and all it con- 
tained, including the numerous minutes of my official acts, were 
entirely consumed, leaving me simply the clothes I had on. Thus, 
if any discrepancies occur you will understand the cause and wil- 
lingly drop over me the broad mantle of one of the greatest boons 
to mortals given." 

He reported forty-three working Councils and two more under 
dispensation, with a membership of over two thousand. 

Of the seventeen Grand Representatives near other Grand Coun- 
cils appointed by the Grand Master, seven are still holding that 
office at the end of twenty-five years, and of those recommended to 
other Grand Masters, five are still living and serving. Many ques- 
tions were submitted and decisions rendered. Several of the Coun- 
cils were officially visited and inspected. Dispensations were granted 
for new Councils at Grand Haven and Petoskey. Attention was 
called again to the General Grand Council and the matter referred 
to a committee consisting of Hugh McCurdy, D. B. Tracy and P. F. 
Blosser, who after a review of the situation closed their report 
recommending the adoption of this resolution: 

"Resolved, That the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters 
of the State of Michigan hereby ratifies and accepts the constitution 
of the General Grand Council ; and the Grand Recorder be and is 
hereby instructed to notify the General Grand Recorder of our 
action in the premises." 

The matter was referred to the individual Councils to acf on 
and deferred one year. A resolution to employ a Grand Lecturer 
was laid on the table. The Grand Master was directed to enforce 
the by-laws requiring the arrest of the charter of Councils not hold- 
ing meetings for twelve months or failing to pay dues, and being 
represented at Grand Council for two years in succession. 

William G. Hudson, of Ludington, was elected M. I. Grand 
Master. 
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1883. 

Annual Assembly was held in Detroit, January 15th, at 7:30 
p. m. Grand Master Hudson in his address reported the death 
of Companion William V. Griffith, which occurred in Detroit, April 
25, 1882, at the age of sixty-seven. He had been Grand Sentinel 
for seventeen years and the committee on obituaries paid him a 
fitting tribute for his faithfulness and devotion to the Craft. 

Grand Master Hudson granted dispensations for Romeo to hold 
a meeting of their Council at Mt. Clemens and confer the degrees. 
He urged the adoption of some plan of official visitation. He ar- 
rested the charters of Hiram Council, No. 14; Dowagiac, No. 28; 
Reading, No. 31; Three Rivers, No. 7, and Centreville, No. 41. 
Newaygo, No. 47, was on the list but escaped. 

The percolating effect of the "Mississippi Plan" seemed even to 
reach Michigan as seen from this resolution adopted by Saginaw 
Council, No. 20: 

"Resolved, That the T. I. Master of this Council be and he is 
hereby instructed to call the attention of the Grand Council to the 
feasibility of abandoning the Grand Council, and taking such action 
as will authorize the conferring the degree of Royal and Select 
Masters by the Chapters of Royal Arch Masons." 

The Jurisprudence Committee to whom this resolution was 
referred, reported that the matter was fully settled for Michigan 
by the resolution adopted by this Grand Council in session in 1879. 

The resolution submitted by the committee at the annual as- 
sembly in 1882, to ratify and accept the Constitution, and laid over 
for action by the Subordinate Councils — no action having been re- 
ported by the several Subordinate Councils — on motion of P. M. 
I. G. M., H. Shaw Noble, was laid over until the next annual "as- 
sembly. 

David Woodward presented an amendment to the Constitution 
adding to the list of Grand Officers a Grand Lecturer and the mat- 
ter was laid over under the rules. 

George H. Greene, of Lansing, was elected M. I. Grand Mas- 
ter. 

1884. 

Annual Assembly held in Detroit, January 14. Grand Master 
George H. Greene issued a dispensation November 13, 1883, to form 
a new Council in Bay City. He made fitting allusion to the death 
of Past Grand Master Mortimer Mansfield, on December 20, 1883. . 

A reprint of the proceedings from 1871 to 1876 inclusive was 
recommended by the Grand Master and asked for by Grand Re- 
corder, but the committee could not see the use of it, stating that 
it would be cheaper to ask for contributions of spare copies to 
supply the deficiency. 
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The Grand Master took up the much discussed subject of the 
General Grand Council and tossed it before the assembly with these 
words : 

"It is also well known to you that prior to its organization, 
Cryptic Masonry was fast going into chaos and confusion; quite 
a number of Grand Councils had already adopted the "Mississippi 
Plan" and surrendered jurisdiction of these beautiful degrees to a 
foreign body, which cared little whether it survived or perished. 
I am strongly in the belief that its organization and influence has 
been the means of staying these ruinous proceedings of merging, 
which, in my opinion, is equivalent to an abandonment. Already 
quite a number of those Grand Councils which had surrendered 
their jurisdiction to the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of 
their respective States, have resumed control and are again in good 
working order and on a surer foundation than ever before. Michi- 
gan's Grand Council, in whose jurisdiction this organization was 
made, has not yet ratified or accepted its constitution, nor in any 
way become a constituent part thereof. The propriety of doing so 
was presented to you in a very able manner two years ago in the 
Grand Master's address, and also in the report of a committee ap- 
pointed to consider the matter and make recommendations. Per- 
mit me here to quote a few lines from the report of this commit- 
tee. In speaking of the dogma of merging or closing the Secret 
Vault, it says: 

'Our jurisdiction has not been troubled with any dogmas or 
isms upon this subject. The true light of Cryptic Masonry has 
burned brightly upon our altars, and the workmen in the Secret 
Vault have worked their regular hours unmolested and undisturbed. 
'Peace has been within our walls and prosperity within our pal- 
aces/ But not so with many of our sister Grand Jurisdictions. 
The sound of the working tools has been unheard; the Bible has 
been closed upon the altar ; the lights extinguished in the temple ; 
and sleepers found at their posts. Shall we permit this state 
of things to exist, or will we cast our influence in favor of order, 
God's first law, and assist in bringing order out of chaos and con- 
fusion; to re-light the extinguished tapers, and restore Masonic 
peace, happiness and prosperity among the workmen in the Ninth 
Arch? .Your committee agree with the M. I. Grand Master, and 
are of the opinion that this Grand Body should become a constitu- 
ent part of the General Grand Council, and submit this resolution : 

"Resolved, That the Grand Council of Royal and Select Mas- 
ters of the State of Michigan, hereby ratify and accept the Consti- 
tution of the General Grand Council, and the Grand Recorder be 
and is hereby instructed to notify the General Grand Recorder 
of our action in the premises.' 

********** 

"This resolution was laid over one year, and to be submitted 
to the subordinate Councils for their action, and at our last annual 
assembly it was found that not a sufficient number of Councils 
had acted on it t© warrant our taking any action and it was again 
laid over until this Assembly. It will doubtless come before you 
at this session for adoption or rejection, and from what I have been 
able to learn of the results of its organization, the order which 
is coming out of confusion, I can most heartily recommend its 
adoption." 
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In spite of his efforts the resolution was indefinitely postponed. 

The charter of Newaygo Council, No. 47, was "arrested" after 
being pursued into an "old garret" but the "records" were more 
successful in escaping, and were never found. 

Grand Recorder Noble reported, that of the Councils that re- 
ported their action on the ratification of the General Grand Coun- 
cil, nine were in favor and two against. The amendment to add 
a Grand Lecturer to the corps of officers was voted down and the 
Grand Master authorized to appoint a lecturer as occasion required, 
"the Subordinate Councils to pay all expenses." 

James H. Cummins, of Holly, was elected Grand Master. 

1885. 

The Twenty-seventh Annual was held in Detroit, January 19th. 

Grand Master Cummins said in his annual address: 

"It is with profound gratitude that I see so many familiar faces 
here assembled, and to note the fact that Father Time has dealt so 
kindly with us. Peace and prosperity abounds throughout this beau- 
tiful land of ours; that we are on friendly relations with all the 
world, and that our beloved Cryptic Rite does not slumber or sleep 
within this Grand Jurisdiction. And while doing a large amount of 
work, we do no work but good work, such as will pass the scrutiny 
of the Grand Overseer." 

He received information that the records of Newaygo "had 
been saved from the fire," and requested that they be sent to the 
Grand Recorder but nothing farther was heard of them. 

He refused a dispensation for Petoskey Council to open and 
confer degrees in Cheboygan as he considered the degrees of Royal 
and Select Master of too much importance to be conferred in that 
migratory manner. He granted a dispensation for a new Council 
in Muskegon, which was chartered later. He urged every Royal 
and Select Master in Michigan to carefully read the proceedings and 
the correspondence reports that he might be thereby better in- 
formed of the customs and work of other Grand Councils. 

The Grand Treasurer's report showed $667.12 on hand. The 
Grand Recorder reported all returns received and notwithstanding 
the depression in business and the excitement of Presidential elec- 
tion the Councils showed a fair state of prosperity. He reported 
the expense of a reprint of proceedings from 1871 to 1878 to be 
not over $250.00 and the reprint was authorized. By correspond- 
ence he had received six copies of the missing years. Several 
questions had been received from the Grand Council of Indiana 
relative to the making of the Council degrees prerequisite to the 
Orders of Knighthood. The committee to whom they were re- 
ferred reported as follows: 
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"Your Committee to whom was referred so much of the M. I. 
Grand Master's address as related to the question of the M. I. G. 
M. of the Grand Council of the State of Indiana, respectfully sub- 
mit the following report: The first question is — 

i. Do you deem it advisable or possible to have the Cryptic 
Degrees made prerequisite to the Order of the Temple? 

Answer — Yes ; as we believe it would tend to strengthen and 
build up the Cryptic Rite. 

2. If so, what is the best manner to obtain that end? 

Answer — To have the Grand Encampment of Knights Temp- 
lar of the United States repeal its law upon the subject, and enact 
one, making the Council degrees prerequisite to the Order of the 
Temple. 

3. Would making Cryptic Masonry prerequisite to the Temple 
be detrimental to the latter? 

Answer — In our opinion, it would not." 

Garra B. Noble, Hugh McCurdy, and R. C. Hatheway were 
appointed a Committee to procure suitable jewels and clothing for 
Grand Officers. 

George H. Stephenson, of St. Johns, was elected Grand Mas- 
ter. 

1886. 

The Twenty-eighth Annual Assembly was held in Detroit, Janu- 
ary 18. In opening his address Grand Master Stephenson said : 

"The Grand Masters who have preceded me left our ship in 
such good trim that little remained for me to do but occasionally 
touch the helm. My labors have been light and no questions of im- 
portance asked, indicating the good sense shown by Subordinate 
Councils in electing officers so well versed in Cryptic lore." 

He recommended a duplicate charter to Portland Council to 
replace the one burned with their hall, which was granted. Notice 
of the organization of the Grand Council of Oregon was received 
and a welcome extended and representatives exchanged. 

The Grand Master was able to report that at last the elusive 
records of Newaygo Council had been corraled and safely lodged 
in the Grand Recorder's office. The present incumbent would like 
to know where they went to as they are still missing. 

The death of Past Grand Treasurer William Barclay was of- 
ficially reported as occurring January 22, 1885, aged seventy-three 
years. He was a charter member of the Grand Council. 

The Committee on Jewels and Clothing reported the purchase 
of those articles at cost of $145.00. 

Alfred Baldrey, of St. Joseph, was elected M. I. Grand Mas- 
ter. 

1887. 

The Twenty-ninth Annual Assembly was held January 17th at 
Detroit. Grand Master Baldrey reported that Cryptic Masonry 
had been very quiet during the year. He decided that suspension 
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from a Chapter suspends from the Councils. He got after Grand 
Representatives with a sharp stick who did not perform their du- 
ties, and called it "scant courtesy indeed." 

The Grand Council of Nebraska was welcomed. 

The Grand Master said: 

"If the Subordinate Councils will hold monthly instead of quar- 
terly, semi-annual or annual meetings; if the officers will qualify 
themselves to confer the degrees as they should be conferred; if 
they will adopt such other means of enjoyment as the case will 
admit of, they will make their meetings both a pleasure and a profit 
to all participating, and my word for it, they will have no more 
cause to complain of the apathy evinced by their members. 

"It sometimes seems strange to those who already possess the 
secrets of the Crypt, that so many R. A. M. neglect to secure them, 
but Companions, don't blame the commanderies for it. How can 
you expect those outside to take an interest in the Rite if you, 
who already possess them, can hardly ett up enough enthusiasm 
to hold a meeting once or twice a year?' 

He again revived the General Grand Council question and rec- 
ommended affiliation. He also recommended a Grand Lecturer. By 
recommendation of Committee the Grand Recorder was instructed 
to have one hundred copies of the proceedings to date bound at 
a cost not to exceed fifty cents each, and they were to be distribut- 
ed as follows: One to each Subordinate Council, one to each P. 
M. I. Grand Master, free of charge, and the Grand Recorder was 
authorized to sell to any R. & S. M. in good standing, copies 
for $2. 

These edicts were adopted : 

"Whenever a Council shall have Masonic information that a 
Companion has been suspended in his Chapter, it shall be the duty 
of the Council to cause a like sentence to be entered in the Coun- 
cil, and a reinstatement in the Chapter shall be equivalent to a re- 
instatement in the Council." 

"No Companion shall be suspended for non-payment of dues 
except upon charges and specifications duly filed in the Coun- 
cil and trial had thereon." 

Alfred G. Gully, of South Haven, elected M. I. Grand Mas- 
ter. 

1888. 

At the end of the first thirty years of the history of the Grand 
Council there were forty-two Councils which made returns and 
showed signs of life. 

The Thirtieth Annual Assembly was held in Grand Rapids, Jan- 
uary 16, 1888. Alfred G. Gully presided. He reported that while 
fifteen Grand Councils outranked Michigan in age only three had a 
larger membership and only one had a larger number of Subordi- 
nates. 
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A request for a dispensation to confer the Super-Excellent de- 
gree met the response that it was not recognized by the Grand Coun- 
cil. Cheboygan made a move for a Council but the effort flashed 
in the pan. 

He favored annulling the commissions of Grand Representatives 
who failed for two years to comply with regulations. He reported 
a communication from the Grand Master of Illinois which suggested 
that the twelve independent Grand Councils form an association for 
the defence of the sovereignity of Grand Councils in the United 
States. This was on account of a stand taken by the General Grand 
Council on the subject of "Chapter made" Council members. The 
Jurisprudence Committee reported in favor of recognizing all mem- 
bers on which Illinois or any other Grand Council in correspondence 
should set the seal of their approval, without further question. 

Grand Recorder Noble could only find enough proceedings to 
bind up seventy-five volumes of complete proceedings and a volume 
was distributed to each Council. The salary of Grand Recorder was 
raised to $200.00. David Bovee deposited the original ritual of the 
work of the Grand Council in the Grand Recorder's office. 

These regulations governing Grand Representatives were 
adopted : 

"1. That the Grand Representatives be required to perform any 
duties which this Grand Body has with the Grand Body to which 
he is commissioned. 

"2. That he shall report to the Grand Recorder of this Grand 
body any doings of the Council to which he is accredited, affecting 
the craft of this jurisdiction. 

"3. Commissions shall expire at the end of three years from 
their date of issue, but the same may be revoked at any time by the 
Grand Council or the Grand Master." 

The absence of Ebenezer Sprague, who had been a member for 
over twenty-five years, was noted and $50 was sent to him. 

Past Grand Masters' jewels were ordered for the two oldest 
Past Most Illustrious Grand Masters, Tracy and Noble. 

Allen McKee, of Manistee, was elected Most Illustrious Grand 
Master. 

1889. 

Again the Annual Assembly was held in Grand Rapids. January 
14 was the date. Grand Master McKee reported a lack of general 
interest in the degrees, and went on record as a "prerequisite" ad- 
vocate and hoped to see it accomplished "in the near future." 

The death of the Poet Laureate of Masonry, Companion Robert 
Morris, on July 31, 1888, aged seventy years, was reported. 

The Obituary Committee reported of Companion Robert Morris 
that he was born in Massachusetts, August 31, 1818, removed to 
Kentucky in early manhood, devoted himself to theology and united 
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with the Presbyterian Church. He devoted forty years of his life 
to Masonry, was crowned "Poet Laureate of Free Masonry of 
America," at New York City, in 1855, before a vast assemblage. 

The Grand Master established a new precedent by granting dis- 
pensation for a Council at Edmore, a place where no Chapter ex- 
isted. That the Council soon died proved it to be an unwise pre- 
cedent. ,He arrested the charter of Genesee, No. 17. 

This ruling of the Jurisprudence Committee was adopted: 

"It would be competent for the Grand Master to authorize a 
meeting, if a Council has failed for good cause to hold its annual 
meeting as prescribed in the by-laws. But until such a contingency 
has arisen there is no occasion for intervention of the Grand Mas- 
ter. It is the failure, not the anticipated failure to hold the meeting, 
that invokes the exercises of this prerogative of the Grand Master." 

Nebuzaradan Council, No. 37, was permitted to move to Three 
Rivers. The dispensation for Edmore was continued. 

Jewels were ordered for the Grand Master and for Past Most 
Illustrious Grand Masters Bovee and Spaulding. 

Thomas G. Greene; of Centreville, was elected Most Illustrious 
Grand Master. 

1890. 

Grand Rapids, January 20, was the place and date of the Thirty- 
second Annual Assembly. Thomas G. Greene, Grand Master, re- 
ported on the "Merger," that eleven years' trial had demonstrated 
that Chapters had not benefited by it, and it was demonstrated that 
Councils would succeed better independent. Never before in its 
history was the condition of the Cryptic Rite more hopeful and 
encouraging, yet on the whole the Grand Council had not advanced. 
Many Councils had no dues, begged fuel and lights of Lodges and 
assembled but once or twice a year, raised Grand Council dues by 
special assessments if no work appeared. One out of every five 
Councils chartered by this Grand Council had ceased to exist, while 
only one in thirteen of the Lodges became extinct, part of them 
being consolidations. A suggested remedy was a thorough system 
of inspection. In eight years but twelve Chapters had been visited 
and half of those were to arrest the charters. His conclusion was 
thus : 

"I would not depreciate the advantages of a comfortable balance 
in our Grand Treasury, but there is such a thing as false economy; 
and I submit that it is not a good policy for this Grand Council to 
sacrifice the best interests of its subordinates for the purpose of 
piling up money in its treasury. 

"The responsibility for the success or failure of Cryptic 
Masonry rests not upon the Order of the Temple, but upon Royal 
and Select Masters. It is for you, and those who come after you, 
to determine what shall be the future history of this Grand Council." 
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Dispensations were granted for Councils at South Haven and 
Reed City. Thirteen Councils were visited and inspected by deputies, 
and eight by the Grand Master. The Masonic Home was com- 
mended to the attention of the Royal Craft. Mississippi was wel- 
comed back to the fellowship of the Order. Charters were granted 
to Reed. City and Flint. Mackey's Cryptic Monitor was adopted and 
a copy presented by D. B. Tracy. 

Travers Phillips, of Hastings, was elected Most Illustrious 
Grand Master. 

1891. 

Thirty-third Annual Assembly held in Detroit, January 19. 

Grand Master Phillips granted a dispensation to Albion Coun- 
cil ; recommended that Grand Commandery be asked to make Coun- 
cil degrees prerequisite as so many Royal Arch Masons went direct 
to the Commandery, thinking the Council degrees were of little 
account. 

Grand Recorder Noble reported the final receipt of the records 
of Genesee Council, defunct. On a petition from seventeen members 
of Hudson Council, No. 16, the charter of that Council was restored 
to them. A charter was granted to Albion Council. 

The ritual of the Royal Master degree was amended and Grand 
Council was requested to use its "influence" at the next triennial of 
the Grand Encampment to have the Council degrees made pre- 
requisite. 

Charles R. Bagg, of Detroit, elected Most Illustrious Grand 
Master. 

1892. 

Thirty- fourth Annual Assembly, Detroit, January 8. 

Charles R. Bagg, Most Illustrious Grand Master, presiding. He 
reported the deaths of A. J. Sawyer, John R. Everard, and Ebenezer 
Sprague past officers of the Grand Council. 

All that was mortal of Edmore Council, U. D., after several 
years of sickly childhood, seemed to be the place where they had 
met, as no records could be found. River Raisin Council, No. 4, 
was removed to Dundee. Inspections of Councils seemed to have 
given the Councils new life. The death of that Eminent Mason and 
writer, Albert Pike, was announced as occurring May 22, 189 1. 

Horace E. Hatch, of Detroit, was elected Most Illustrious 
Grand Master. 

1893. 

The Thirty-fifth Annual was held in Scottish Rite Cathedral, 
Detroit, January 16, Horace E. Hatch presiding. He commented on 
the change just made in the passing of the administration from one 
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political party to another, also the preparation for the great World's 
Exposition in Chicago. He appointed the usual inspectors and as- 
signed the various Councils for visitation and inspection. He granted 
dispensations for new Councils at Marine City and Cheboygan. 
Lawrence Council was given permission to meet in Paw Paw, in its • 
jurisdiction, and receive candidates. 

With sorrow he called his Companions to join with him in ex- 
tending to Grand Recorder Noble their deepest sympathy with him 
in the loss of his dear wife, saying: 

"Few of us realize what it is to be left alone in the last few 
days of our pilgrimage here below; when we have grown old to- 
gether, then to be separated is of all things the most to be deplored; 
it causes a loneliness that no one can satisfy." 

Most Illustrious Grand Master John Hetherington, of Canada, 
was received and welcomed with the grand honors. 

Charters were granted to Marine City and Cheboygan. The 
Jurisprudence Committee "approved" the dispensation granted 
Lawrence Council but recommended that no more dispensations be 
granted for such purpose. Duplicate charter was granted Hastings. 

Frank N. Clark, of Northville, was elected Most Illustrious 
Grand Master. 

1894. 

Saginaw was the place of holding the Thirty-sixth Annual, Jan- 
uary 15th the date, and Frank N. Clark presided. These proceed- 
ings contain the first portraits published of Grand Officers, being 
those of Grand Recorder Garra B. Noble, P. G. M. ; Frank N. Clark, 
Grand Master, and H. E. Hatch, Past Grand Master. 

Grand Master Clark welcomed the dawn of the new era marked 
by the closing of the great exposition. He reported the death on 
August 2, 1893, of William P. Innes, who was very prominent in 
all departments of Masonry in Michigan. 

He permitted a Council to "communicate" the degrees to a can- 
didate living out of town but in the jurisdiction, by obligating him 
and then communicating the balance of the degree, signs, etc. He 
recommended that arrangements be made with the Grand Lecturer 
of Grand Chapter to act as Grand Lecturer of the Council. 

Companion Hugh McCurdy delivered an eloquent eulogy on the 
life and character of General William P. Innes. 

All answering roll call at every session were allowed five dol- 
lars. This resolution was adopted: 

"Resolved, That when a Companion has been elected to receive 
the Council degrees, and fails to present himself for the same with- 
in one year after receiving notice of such election, such election shall 
be null and void." 
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A committee recommended the appointment of a Grand Lec- 
turer and visitor at a salary of $200, but the report was tabled. Coun- 
cils were required to file returns at least ten days before the annual 
meeting of Grand Council. 

A committee was appointed to submit a ritual of the Super- 
Excellent degree at the next meeting of Grand Council. 

Emerson M. Newell, of Holly, was elected Most Illustrious 
Grand Master. 

1895. 

The Thirty-seventh Annual was held in Detroit, January 14, 
Emerson M. Newell presiding. He welcomed the members as the 
representatives! of nearly 3400 Royal and Select Masters. The fol- 
lowing is reported: 

"I received a communication from our Grand Treasurer, H. 
Shaw Noble, under date of October 6, stating that circumstances 
over which he had no control, had rendered it impracticable for 
him to longer act as Grand Treasurer and thereby tendered his 
resignation, to take effect upon the appointment of his succes- 
sor. 

"I promptly accepted his resignation and, after due considera- 
tion, immediately appointed P. M. 111. Grand Master George H. 
Greene to fill the vacancy, who, without delay, complied with the 
requirements by executing a bond with sureties in the sum of $4,- 
000 which I accepted, approved and delivered to our Grand Re- 
corder for filing, guarding thereby many unforseen dangers that 
man is subjected to, especially if not buoyed by higher and loftier 
ambitions extending beyond gratifying one's own cherished desires, 
to the reproach of numberless hitherto well-wishers. 

"I would recommend for your earnest consideration that here- 
after this Grand Council shall have its own separate treasurer, ir- 
respective of the other Grand 1 bodies." 

The incorporation of Grand Council was ordered. Portraits of 
Hugh McCurdy, Charles R. Bagg, Emerson M. Newell and Wil- 
liam G. Hudson are printed in the proceedings. The constitution 
was amended to read as follows: 

"That the persons so chosen shall continue in office until their 
successors are elected and installed. Hence, the old officers of 
Adoniram are yet in office, and so continue until their successors 
are elected and installed." 

Councils without seals were directed to procure same. Bonds 
of Grand Recorder and Grand Treasurer were ordered procured 
in some Indemnity or Assurance company, the premium on the 
bond to be paid by Grand Council. A ritual for the Super-Ex- 
cellent degree was prepared and reported and adopted as the official 
work of the Jurisdiction. 

George A. Cross, Lawrence, was elected Most Illustrious Grand 
Master. 
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1896. 

George A. Cross presided at the Thirty-eighth Annual at De- 
troit, January 20. The year was fraught with severe depressions 
in the business and financial affairs throughout the land, yet Cryp- 
tic Masonry advanced as never before. The Grand Master sug- 
gested that candidates should not be received in classes and then 
have no more work for the year, but that regular meetings be held 
oftener and candidates received one at a time. He represented 
the Grand Council at the laying of the cornerstone of Detroit Ma- 
sonic Temple, January 23, 1895. He commended the adoption of 
Grand Lecturer system and appointed A. B. Bisbee as that officer, 
and the phenomenal success of the year was attributed to the work 
of that officer. He granted dispensation for new Councils at Trav- 
erse City, Grand Ledge, Kalamazoo, and Williamston. 

He reported the organization during the year of the Grand 
Councils of Indian Territory, Washington and Colorado. A detail- 
ed account of the difficulties of the latter with the General Grand 
Council was given. 

The balance due from the Noble property was reported as 
$1,154.04 and a detailed report was received from Trustee Wente. 

The membership reported by Grand Recorder Noble was 4,006. 
net gain 256. 

The constitution was amended permitting Councils of Super- 
Excellent Masters, also to amend the constitution without notice 
at previous meeting, and that no Companion should be eligible to 
office in the Grand Council higher than attained in subordinate 
Council. The name of Hudson Council was changed to "Putnam" 
in honor of deceased Past Grand Master C. H. Putnam. The Grand 
Lecturer was continued another year. Ionia and Northville Coun- 
cils were ordered to procure seals. 

Committee on Revision of Ritual was continued and six more 
added. A long report was made by Grand Lecturer. 

Portraits of Grand Master Cross and Past Grand Master 
Charles H. Putnam are printed. The Obituary Committee paid 
fitting tribute to the latter who died May 15, 1905. 

Thej following resolution was adopted : 

"Resolved, That the members of the Finance Committee and 
the Committee on Returns, whose duties begin in advance of the 
regular session, be paid $3 in addition to the regular per diem." 

George P. McMahon, of Grand Rapids, elected Most Illustrious 

Grand Master. 

1897. 

Saginaw was the scene of the Thirty-ninth Assembly which was 
presided over by George P. McMahon. 
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Grand Recorder Garra B. Noble, who since 1861 had been a 
regular attendant and who since 1871 had served as Grand Re- 
corder, was missed from his post of duty, being detained at home 
by an illness from which he never recovered. Jefferson S. Con- 
over was appointed acting Grand Recorder. A letter of condo- 
lence was ordered sent by special messenger to Companion Noble. 

The Grand' Master stated that the year passed had been one of 
unusual business depression, thousands had been reduced to poverty 
and want had invaded many homes. He reported the death of that 
distinguished Craftsman who in his modest, humble way had for 
so many years guarded the outer door of the Grand Bodies of 
Michigan, Alexander McGregor, who had become endeared to the 
hearts of thousands of Masons of the State, as they had annually 
greeted him at his post of duty. Another Grand Master had also 
been called, Rufus C. Hatheway, who presided over the Grand 
Council in 1881, and who was Grand Master of Masons in 1887. 
Dispensations were granted for Councils at Manistique, Marquette 
and Crystal Falls, all in the Upper Peninsula which heretofore 
had had no Councils. 

Companion J. S. Conover made the annual report for the Grand 
Recorder but on account of the confusion in sending of returns to 
two addresses and delinquency of some, no statistical report could 
be made. 

A resolution was adopted accepting with the other Masonic 
Grand Bodies the title to the Michigan Masonic Home at Grand 
Rapids. Grand Lecturer Bisbee reported that the adoption by Grand 
Council of the Super-Excellent degree had greatly stimulated the 
Councils in their work and interest. The Committee on Ritual re- 
ported against "adopting a work so different from the present ritual 
in point of verbiage, and arrangement," as that proposed by Com- 
panion Bovee, because so many had committed the old work and 
would "involve much labor on their part." Thus was the idea of 
improvement and the harmonizing of the traditions and chronology 
of the Cryptic degrees with those of Lodge and Chapter sacrificed 
to the convenience of those who "had already committed the pres- 
ent ritual." 

The incorporation of Grand Council was accomplished and the 
Committee reported the act. The Finance Committee recommend- 
ed that Councils visited by the Grand Lecturer be required to pay 
his hotel bills. A nominating committee recommended the follow- 
ing to act as first board of the Masonic Home and were duly elected : 
Trustee, George P. McMahon, Board of Control, James H. Cum- 
mins, one year; A. D. Woodward, two years; Charles L. Fitch, 
three years. 

At the election of officers, Loyd B. Hess, of Grand Rapids, 
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was elected Grand Master, Garra B. Noble was elected Emeritus 
Grand Recorder, with salary for life, and Jefferson S. Conover was 
made Grand Recorder. Companion Noble did not live long to en- 
joy the honors granted as on the 9th of February he peacefully 
closed his eyes upon earthly scenes. 

1898. 

The Fortieth Annual was held in Grand Rapids, January 17. 
Companion Francis A. Blades, Grand Chaplain was absent on ac- 
count of the death of his wife. Grand Master Loyd B. Hess grant- 
ed dispensation for new Council at St. Louis. On March 29, 1897, 
the deed to Masonic Home was executed in favor of the four 
Grand Bodies and appeals for support were sent out to the subor- 
dinate bodies. On suggestion of the Grand Recorder, Councils were 
required to hie returns within ten days after December 27, each year. 
The Grand Lecturer reported an increasing interest in the degrees. 
He had seen the degrees conferred on ninety-seven candidates in the 
presence of over seven hundred members. Provision was made for 
succession in office of Board of Control of Masonic Home, also 
for amending the Constitution without previous notice, and members 
over seventy years of age were allowed to be placed on Emeritus 
roll and exempt from dues. The Committee on Returns was dis- 
continued and the duties thereof assigned to the Grand Recorder. 

Charles M. Norton, of Lansing, was elected Grand Master. 

1899. 

Detroit, January 16, was the place and date of the Forty-first 
Annual Assembly. Grand Master Norton congratulated the craft 
on the success of the year, notwithstanding, the unexpected call to 
arms which fell upon the nation in the Spanish war. He reported 
the death of Past Grand Master Joseph T. Hayden, April 24, 1898, 
aged seventy-two. The following resolution was adopted: 

"Resolved, That the Grand Council pay the actual expenses 
of its representatives on the Board of Control, when attending 
meetings of the Board, the same to be paid by warrant on the 
Grand Treasurer after an itemized statement of such expenses has 
been submitted to and approved by the Finance Committee." 

A charter was granted to Grayling Council, No. 70, but future 
events proved it to be a mistake. On motion of Companion Hugh 
McCurdy a committee of three was authorized to prepare a "key" 
to the work of the Council degrees, and when prepared, the Grand 
Recorder to have same printed, and distributed — three copies to 
each Council and one to each Grand Officer and Past Grand Mas- 
ter. J. S. Conover, L. C. Goodrich- and H. S. Maynard were ap- 
pointed such committee. 

George D. Smith, of Muskegon, was elected Grand Master. 
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I9OO. 

With the dawn of a new century the Forty-second Annual As- 
sembly was held in Detroit, January 15. Grand Master Smith re- 
ported the deaths of Past Grand Master George H. Greene, Grand 
Treasurer, and Charles R. Bagg, Chairman of the Finance Commit- 
tee, also Oliver Bourke who was the second Grand Recorder of 
Michigan. 

Dispensation was granted for a new Council at Cadillac. The 
charter of Grayling Council, No. 70, was recalled as the Companions 
did not appear to want it. A bill of $50 for services while Grand 
Master in 1880 was presented by David Woodward and allowed. 
The Ritual as amended and published was officially adopted. 

The charter of Bronson Council,. No. 40, was revoked. By res- 
olution of Companion Maynard the first three officers of a Coun- 
cil were authorized to communicate the Super-ExGellent degree to 
a sufficient number of members to enable the Council to confer 
the degree. 

Richard A. Catton, of Detroit, was elected Grand Master. 

1901. . 

The Forty-third Annual Assembly was held in Detroit, Janu- 
ary 14. Grand Master Catton in his address announced the death 
of Past Grand Master David Bovee who was father of the Coun- 
cil ritual used in this jurisdiction. The mortgage indebtedness 
on the Noble property was taken up by the Grand Bodies. The 
balance in the treasury had grown to $1,015.28. 

On motion of Comapnion Lou B. Winsor, for three years Chair- 
man of Correspondence Committee, the duties of preparing that re- 
port were vested in the Grand Representatives of the various juris- 
dictions, each of whom was to prepare the report of the jurisdiction 
he represented. This was a capital plan so far as it served the pur- 
pose of the Chairman of that Committee, but not otherwise. As 
fast as funds would permit it was voted to pay the Past Grand Mas- 
ters from 1882 to 1889 sums equal to that now annually appropriated, 
$50 each. 

Voluntary non-affiliation for six months in Lodge or Chapter 
was made to work the same disabilities as suspension. The Grand 
Master, Deputy Grand Master, and Grand Lecturer were made a 
Committee to report on the advisability of making the Super- 
Excellent degree the working degree of the Council. The Grand 
Recorder was directed to procure aprons and jewels for Grand 
Officers not supplied. 

Ithamer T. Smith, of Hudson, was elected Grand Master. 
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1902. 

The Forty-fourth Annual Assembly was held in Detroit, January 
20. Grasd Master Smith commented on the untimely death by an 
assassin of President William McKinley. The Grand Council lost 
two Past Grand Masters in the deaths of Loyd B. Hess and George 
H. Stephenson. 

The charters of Marquette Council, No. 66, and Northville 
Council, No. 30, were surrendered. Acting under instructions of 
Grand Council to close his books promptly on January 7, the 
Grand Recorder reported five Councils delinquent. He was able 
to report that Michigan stood first in numbers of Councils and third 
in number of members of the Grand Councils of the United States. 
The Monroe property was deeded to Grand Lodge, by Trustee 
Wente. A telegram of greeting was read from Hugh McCurdy, 
who was in California for his health, and a reply was sent with 
prayers for restoration to health. 

The subject of correspondence reports was referred to a com- 
mittee of five who made a minority and majority report. The ma- 
jority report signed by four members and favoring the continuance 
of correspondence reports, and that said reports should be prepared 
by the Grand Recorder, was adopted. A new resolution on payment 
of representatives and officers was adopted. The jewel usually pur- 
chased by resolution and sent to the retiring Past Grand Master 
was this time presented in open Grand Council by Horace S. May- 
nard, to Past Most Illustrious Grand Master Smith, in a very happy 
address feelingly responded to by Companion Smith. The com- 
mittee on working degree of the Council recommended that the 
Select Master degree remain the working degree, which was con- 
curred in. 

Byron C. Hill, of Jackson, was elected Grand Master. 

1903. 

The Forty-fifth Annual Assembly was held in Detroit, January 
19. Grand Master Hill was pleased to report unusual prosperity 
with larger numbers and greater power than ever attained. He an- 
nounced the death of Past Grand Master Richard A. Catton, and 
bespoke for his Companions their heartfelt sympathy with the Grand 
Recorder in the recent loss of his wife. He expressed the opinion 
that nothing would so increase the interest as visits to Councils by 
Grand Officers. The Grand Recorder submitted his sixth and last 
annual report, showing receipts to be $1,948. Nine Councils de- 
linquent. A petition was received from the former members of 
Blanchard Council, No. 34, for the return of their charter, which 
was granted. A duplicate charter was granted to Corunna Council, 
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No. 38, their original having been burned in their hall. A committee 
of three was appointed to compile the constitution and laws and have 
them bound substantially in book form and distributed to the Coun- 
cils. An effort was made to separate the ritual into two parts, and 
issue only to those Councils which work the degree the ritual for 
the Super-ExceUent, but the matter was tabled. 

John H. Kingsley, of Manchester, wa's elected Grand Master. 

1904. 

The Forty-sixth Annual Assembly was held in Lansing, January 
18, in the beautiful new Masonic Temple. 

Grand Master Kingsley delivered a strong address, brilliantly 
depicting the steady and remarkable growth of the country and 
fraternalism particularly. He had found the Councils visited finely 
equipped. He opened Blanchard Council, No. 34, at Tecumseh on 
the restored charter, and the Council was started on a successful 
career. He made more visits than usual for Grand Masters. He" 
recommended the adoption of a new seal. One of his first duties as 
Grand Master was to assemble the Grand Council to attend the 
funeral of Grand Recorder Jefferson S. Conover, who died in Ann 
Arbor Hospital, April 5, 1903, after a serious operation. During the 
illness of the Grand Recorder, his son Charles A. Conover, was 
appointed Acting Grand Recorder, and on May 18, he was installed 
as Grand Recorder. 

Forty-eight Councils with a membership of 5,310 are reported, 
the net gain in membership 322. The sum of $250.00 was appro- 
priated to be used by the Grand Lecturer in holding schools of 
instruction. Bay City Council, No. 53, having lost its charter by 
fire a duplicate was granted. The Grand Recorder's bond was 
placed at $2,000. The Committee on Compilation was directed to 
include in the manual the ceremonies, forms and blanks, used in 
Cryptic work. A jewel was presented to Past Grand Master 
Kingsley by Companion Hill. 

Dallas D. Alton, of Fremont, was elected Grand Master. 

1905. 

Detroit, January 16, was the place and date of the Forty-seventh 
Annual Assembly. Grand Master Alton was snowbound and de- 
layed by belated trains, and Grand Council was opened by the 
Deputy, Companion Bayard A. Church. All but four of the fifty- 
eight Councils were represented. The Grand Master arrived after 
the opening. For the first time in several years the Grand Master 
was able to report that death had passed by the official circle of the 
Grand Council. He visited Masonic Home and found all in good 
order. He recommended that the weaker Councils be visited by 
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Grand Lecturer; that filing cases be provided for Grand Recorder's 
office and that the time of annual meeting be changed to April or 
May. The Grand Treasurer's balance had grown to $2,587.42. Grand 
Recorder reported a membership of 5,643 members, net gain of 381. 
The Royal and Select Masters degrees were exemplified by 
Monroe Council, No. 1. The Grand Recorder was authorized to 
procure the binding of the proceedings of other jurisdictions for 
the Grand Council library. The sum of $100 was appropriated for 
the furnishing of a room at the Masonic Home to be known as 
Grand Council Room, under the direction of the Grand Council 
- members of the Board. 

Bayard A. Church, of St. Louis, was elected Grand Master. 

1906. 

Saginaw, May 14, was the place and date of the Forty-eighth 
Annual Assembly. The Grand Chapter having changed its time of 
meeting from January to May it consequently changed the Grand 
Council meeting accordingly. 

A black bar in the line of Grand Officers opposite the title of 
Grand Lecturer indicated a loss in the official circle. Lewis C. 
Goodrich died suddenly, August 7, 1905, while holding a Chapter 
school of instruction at Sault Ste. Marie. The Grand Council also 
lost Grand Chaplain Francis A. Blades, who, died April 24, 1906. 
Also Past Grand Master D. Burnam Tracy, who died February 
19, 1906, and Past Deputy Grand Masters Marcus D. Elliott, who 
died September 23, 1905, and Sanford Hunt, who died January 6, 
1906. 

Grand Master Church granted dispensation for new Councils 
at Houghton, Marquette and Howell, equal in number to those 
chartered for ten years. On the suggestion of the Grand Recorder 
the minimum fee for the degrees was raised from $5.00 to $10.00. 
The annual report of the deceased Grand Lecturer was written by 
his wife from memoranda left by him. Probably the first time on 
record of such an occurrence. On invitation from the General 
Grand Council to become affiliated with it, a committee of three 
was m appointed to visit the triennial at Boston and report. 

The Masonic Home Board reported the selection and furnish- 
ing of a room at that institution as Grand Council room. 

Arthur H. McCloud, of Detroit, was elected Grand Master. 

1907. 

The Forty-ninth Annual Assembly held in Port Huron, May 20. 
A letter of greeting and regret at his absence was received from Past 
Grand Master Hugh McCurdy. Grand Master McCloud made 
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many visits and also instituted a new Council at Port Huron which 
was chartered at this session. The Grand Recorder called attention 
to the approaching semi-centennial anniversary. The membership 
was reported at 6,365 with 762 passed the circle and the largest 
net gain, 563. The total receipts were $2,479.19. 

Grand Lecturer Maynard reported seventeen schools of instruc- 
tion. The committee which visited the Triennial Assembly of the 
General Grand Council at Boston made a full report and recapit- 
ulated the history of Michigan's position since the organization but 
reported in favor of no further action which was concurred in, so 
the Grand Council remains independent and sovereign. The rep- 
resentatives on the Masonic Home Board were authorized to join 
with those of the other Grand Bodies in a plan by incorporation 
or otherwise to enable the Board to act as trustees for bequests and 
endowment funds. 

A committee of three was appointed to revise and codify the 
Constitution, Laws and Decisions and report at the next assem- 
bly. The sum of $100 was appropriated to the Masonic Home. 

Frank O. Gilbert, of Bay City, was elected Grand Master. 
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NATHAN B. CARPENTER. 

Grand Master 1858-9* 

(*From the organization of Grand Council until 1874, the title 
of the presiding officer was Thrice Illustrious Grand Puissant, but 
for uniformity in these sketches the term Grand Master is adopted 
as now used). 

The early records of Companion Carpenter are very meagre. 
He was a member of Detroit Lodge, No. 2, and was recorded as a 
visitor to Grand Lodge in 1845 and 1846. He was Junior Warden 
in 1847, Senior Warden in 1848, and Worshipful Master in 1849 
being the eleventh to serve Detroit Lodge in that capacity. In 1850 
and 1851 he was elected Grand Auditor of Grand Lodge. 

He petitioned Monroe Chapter No. 1, Royal Arch Masons, Feb- 
ruary 19, 1846, was elected March 5, 1846, and took his degrees as 
follows: Mark Master, March 5, 1846; Past Master, March 6, 1846; 
Most Excellent Master, March 19, 1846, and Royal Arch, March 27, 
1846. He was High Priest of his Chapter in 1850 and in 1852. 

He assisted in the organization of the Grand Chapter in 1848, 
and was its first Grand Treasurer, holding the office for five years. 
. Companion Carpenter received his Council degrees in Monroe 
Council No. 1, of Detroit and was the first Thrice Illustrious Mas- 
ter of that Council from 1856 to 1859. 

He was instrumental in organizing the Grand Council in De- 
troit in 1858 and was the first Thrice Illustrious Grand Puissant 
(Grand Master) in 1858 and 1859. On retiring from the office of 
Grand Master a hearty vote of thanks was extended to him for the 
careful administration he had given to the affairs of the Grand 
Council since its organization. His name does not again appear in 
the records of Grand Council as being present at its sessions. 

He died in Detroit in 1867. 
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FRANCIS DARROW. 

Grand Master, i860. 

Francis Darrow was born in Syme, Connecticut, March 7th, 
1810. At the age of seven years he went to West Bloomfield, On- 
tario County, New York, and worked for Lodowich Fitch until 1828. 
In 1829 he came to Pontiac, Michigan, and entered the store of H. 
N. Howard. 

In 1831 he embarked in the dry goods business for himself in 
the village of Franklin, Oakland County, and soon after formed a 
co-partnership with his brother-in-law, Abel H. Peck, in general 
mercantile business in the city of Pontiac. 

He was register of Deeds of Oakland County in 1835 and 1836, 
Supervisor from 1853 to 1856, Justice of the Peace 1858 to i860, 
Director of Pontiac Union School 1855 and 1858, and trustee of the 
same in 1862, and held other offices of trust. He was an active 
member of the Society of the First Baptist Church and contributed 
liberally to its support. 

He was married October 31, 1831, to Miss Augusta LeRoy, with 
whom he lived happily for more than forty years. 

Companion Darrow was the first Junior Warden of Pontiac 
Lodge, No. 21, and Worshipful Master of the same for many years. 
He was High Priest of Oakland Chapter, No. 5, for five years. 
Pontiac Council, No. 25, (now No. 3) Royal and Select Masters, 
was instituted December 14, 1857, and Companion Darrow was 
elected T. I. Master at the first election and held the office until 
1862 and again in 1865 and 1866. 

He received the orders of Knighthood in Pontiac Commandery, 
No. 2, February 14, 1857, and was Eminent Commander of said 
Commandery from 1858 to 1861. 

He was Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge in 1861, and 
Grand Master in 1862. In the Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons, 
he was Grand Scribe in i860, Grand King in 1861, and Deputy Grand 
High Priest in 1862 to 1864. 

He was a member of the Grand Council of High Priesthood, 
having been anointed at its organization in 1861. He was Grand 
Commander of the Grand Commandery in 1861. 

In all his relations in life he was faithful, ever courteous and 
genial, a fine ritualist and as presiding officer, he had few equals. 
He loved our orders for the good they are capable of accomplishing. 
His private life was an exemplification of the noblest tenets of 
Masonry. 

He ended his earthly labors April 11, 1873, in the city of Ionia. 
After passing the evening at the house of a friend, he started, 
shortly before midnight, to walk to the depot to take a train for his 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




FRANCIS D ARROW 

Grand Master, 1860-1861 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




JOHN CLARK 

Grand Master, 1861 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GRAND MASTERS FOR FIFTY YEARS. 133 

home in Pontiac, in the enjoyment of apparent health, anticipating 
the pleasure which he always experienced at his pleasant fireside, 
in the society of his wife and daughter. Alone upon the street he 
was suddenly stricken down. Soon a friend chanced to pass and 
there upon the cold, damp ground, he saw the ruin of one of the 
noblest of men. 

His brethren were summoned. They lifted his body tenderly 
and bore it to the station and there stood guard until the morning, 
when, under escort of a guard of honor from Ionia Commandery 
it was taken to Pontiac, a guard of honor from Pontiac meeting 
it at Owosso. Sadly they bore it to his home, from whence, on Mon- 
day, April 14, 1873, it was laid to rest in Oak Hill cemetery by 
Pontiac Commandery, No. 2, K. T., the burial service being con- 
ducted in the presence of M. W. Hugh McCurdy, Grand Master of 
Grand Lodge; Rt. Em. O. L. Spaulding, Grand Commander, and a 
great number of his Brethren of the various Masonic orders, and a 
large concourse of citizens by whom he had been highly esteemed, 
and to the very many of whom his departure came as a personal 
bereavement. 



JOHN CLARK. 

Grand Master, 1861. 

John Clark was born at Bath, Maine, on the 29th day of July, 
1797. On account of ill health, at an early age, he made the trip 
to Europe, and on his return engaged in business in his native state, 
where he remained until 1830, when he removed to Michigan, making 
his home at East China, in the County of St. Clair, where he re- 
sided until his death. 

He early adopted as his religious faith the tenets of the Baptist 
Church, of which he lived and died a faithful member. As a citizen 
he was first and foremost in all good works, enjoying the confidence 
of the people, whom he had served in both branches of our State 
Legislature, and in the conventions which formed our first and 
present State Constitutions, in every position to which he was called 
doing his whole duty with unbending fidelity. But it is more par- 
ticularly with his Masonic life that we have to do. 

At the age of twenty-three he joined our Order, and received 
his first lesson from the great teacher of Masonry, Brother Thomas 
Smith Webb, and often at the annual reunions our venerable Com- 
panion would refer to those teachings and their good and lasting 
impressions. 

He was exalted a Royal Arch Mason in St. Clair Chapter, No. 
12, Royal Arch Masons, October 18, 1859. Companion Clark was a 
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member of St. Clair Council when it joined with Monroe, No. i, 
of Detroit, and Pontiac Councils in organizing the Grand Council 
Royal and Select Masters of Michigan in 1858. The next year after 
the organization he was elected Illustrious Deputy Grand Puissant, 
and in 1861, Thrice Illustrious Grand Puissant. As a member of 
this branch of Masonry he was a bright and shining light. 

At the annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter held in 1874, 
Companion Clark was elected an honorary life member of that 
body. 

He was a zealous student of our mystic art, seeing in all its 
sublime symbols, lessons to guide in the journey of life, but it was 
the Templar branches of Masonry that most attracted his attention, 
and the furtherance of which was the great object of his life; it 
was his special study, and the practice of its rites and ceremonies 
his greatest pleasure. 

We are unable to give his Knightly history further back than at 
the first Annual Conclave in June, 1858, of our Grand Commandery. 
He was a petitioner for a Commandery at St. Clair, which petition 
was granted, and he was chosen first Commander, which position 
in that, and subsequently in "John Clark Commandery" he held to 
the time of his death. At this Annual Conclave he was elected Grand 
Junior Warden; in 1859, Grand Captain General; in i860, Grand 
Generalissimo; in 1861, Deputy Grand Commander, and in 1862, he 
was elected Grand Commander. He was present at every Annual 
Conclave of the Grand Commandery, taking an active part in all its 
transactions, and it was his frequent boast that next to his God and 
family he loved and worshiped Templar Masonry. 

He died at his home in East China, St. Clair County, February 
19, 1876, at the ripe age of seventy-nine years. 



D. BURNHAM TRACY. 

Grand Master, 1862. 

Companion Tracy was born in Connecticut, July 5, 1829, in the 
same house in which his father and grandfather had been born. He 
came with his parents to Michigan in 1841, and settled near Ann 
Arbor. At the age of fifteen he united with the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church and at twenty-three was taken into the conference as a 
preacher, taking a four years' course in theological studies. From 
1853 to i860 he was located at Franklin, Clinton, Blissfield, Dundee, 
Petersburg and Mt. Clemens in turn. In 1861 he was made Chaplain 
of Michigan Engineers and Mechanics, serving three years and on 
detached service until 1864. Was charter member and. first Chaplain 
of Detroit Post, G. A. R., also Chaplain of Michigan Commandery 
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of the Loyal Legion. In 1878 the Detroit Conference of the M. E. 
Church appointed him as supply of Grace M. E. Church, which 
position he held for more than twenty-seven consecutive years. In 
1864 he was appointed passenger agent of the C, H. & D. Railroad 
at Detroit and held the place for forty years. 

He was made a Master Mason in Tecumseh Lodge, No. 29, 
June 1, 1855. December 1, 1857, he affiliated with Dundee Lodge, 
No. 7. He was later a charter member and first W. M. of Blanchard 
Lodge at Petersburg, serving for three years. He was Grand Chap- 
lain of the Grand Lodge in 1863-4-5-6. He received the Chapter 
degrees March 24, 1867, in Horeb Chapter, No. 4, in Knoxville, 
Ills. He affiliated with Adrian Chapter, No. 18, 1858, from which he 
dimitted in 1859 to help organize River Raisin Chapter, at Monroe, 
where he was the first High Priest and served two years. He was 
also High Priest of Mt. Vernon Chapter for three years and was 
Grand Chaplain of the Grand Chapter in 1861. Was Grand Re- 
corder of the Grand Council of High Priesthood from its organiza- 
tion until his death. 

He was made a R. & S. Master in Monroe Council, No. 1, Jan- 
uary 14, 1858. In 1859 he organized River Raisin Council, No. 4, 
at Monroe, and was its T. I. Master. In 1862 he was T. I. Grand 
Master of the Grand Council. July 12, 1868, Companion Tracy or- 
ganized Mosaic Council, No. 22, at Petersburg, and was T. I. Mas- 
ter for several years. He was Knighted in Monroe Commandery 
and Eminent Commander two years, and Grand Prelate of the Grand 
Commandery in i860. He received the Scottish Rite grades in Cin- 
cinnati, helped to organize the Detroit bodies, and for eighteen 
years was Commander in Chief of Michigan Sovereign Consistory. 
He was crowned a S. G. Inspector General, 33 , May 21, 1862, 
and tlje next day was made an active and life member of the Su- 
preme Council. He received the degrees of the Red Cross of Con- 
stantine in Montreal in 1868, and established the order in Michigan, 
Maine, Vermont, Kentucky. Was Chaplain of Royal Order of Scot- 
land, Past Grand Master of Odd Fellows, Organizer and Venerable 
Chief of Masonic Veterans' Association. 

He was married to Elizabeth Stout in June, 1855. Two children 
were born to them, a boy dying in infancy, and a daughter now liv- 
ing in Detroit. 

He died at his home, 120 Bagg street, Detroit, February 19, 
1906, aged 77 years. His funeral, which was largely attended by 
both his church and Masonic friends, was held in Central M. E. 
Church. The burial was at Woodmere Cemetery with Templar 
services by Damascus Commandery, No. 42, K. T., escorted by Mich- 
igan Sovereign Consistory. The Grand officers of the Grand Coun- 
cil were present as sincere mourners. 
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EDWARD A. ELLIOTT. 

Grand Master, 1863. 

Edward A. Elliott was a very prominent character at the birth 
of Cryptic Masonry in Michigan and his name is inseparably con- 
nected with the early history, yet as an example of how soon 
another generation loses sight of the virtue and labors of a good 
father, we found that it was difficult to secure facts and correct data 
regarding the life of this Companion, but just as the writer was 
about to give up in despair, an adopted daughter of this Companion 
was located in San Francisco, and interesting data and the elusive 
photograph were secured. 

Edward Elliott, the "A" was adopted for business purposes, was 
born March 25, 1820, in Guilford, Connecticut. He was the son of 
Charles Eliot, a farmer, and descendant of John Eliot, apostle to 
the Indians. He attended the local school, where he laid the foun- 
dation for a successful career. On November 18, 1842, he married 
Miss Harriet Louisa, daughter of David Dorman of New Haven, 
Connecticut. No children were born to them, but an adopted 
daughter, Louise, was taken by them and raised to womanhood. 

Companion Elliott served his apprenticeship as a carpenter, and 
he has often been heard to say that his first year's work netted him 
"Twelve dollars in money and a pair of boots." He did not work 
long at his trade but in the late forties he came to Detroit and em- 
barked in the grocery business. He was the pioneer in the oyster 
business and handled the first oysters sold in Michigan. He sent 
out wagons peddling them through the state. At first sales were 
difficult to make as so little was then known about oysters in Michi- 
gan, but it later netted him a handsome profit. He continued in the 
wholesale grocery business and as late as 1868 had a store on the 
north side of Jefferson avenue, between Woodward and Griswold. 

Shortly afterward he retired from business with large holdings 
of real estate. He resided on the northeast corner of Michigan 
avenue and Rowland street for over thirty years. For many years 
he had an interest in a livery business just back of where the old 
Russell House stood and he also owned a stage route between De- 
troit and Mt. Clemens. 

The closing scenes of the life of this busy man are truly pa- 
thetic. Of them his daughter writes : "It would be a difficult mat- 
ter for any one, and least of all a member of his own family, to 
state just where his mind gave way, so slowly but surely did the 
disease work that finally estranged him from respected and loved 
friends among his one time business associates, and drew about him 
unprincipled men, prominent in Detroit's affairs at that time, who, 
under the cloak of friendship played upon his weakened intellect, 
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and little by little, over his own signature, got his entire fortune. 
E. A. Elliott died a poor man, and his devoted wife's death occurred 
eleven months after." 

Companion Elliott was a member of Detroit Lodge, No. 2, and 
in 1857 and 1858 represented that lodge in the capacity of Worship- 
ful Master in Grand Lodge. 

He received the degrees of the Royal Arch in Monroe Chapter, 
No. 1, as follows : Mark Master, January 5 ; Past Master, January 
22\ Most Excellent, January 29, and Royal Arch, March 4, 1852. 

His Council degrees appear to have been taken in the Council 
that was first organized "in the bosom of Monroe Chapter." But 
Chapter made Council members were by many Grand Councils de- 
clared illegal and clandestine, so it was natural that Companion 
Elliott, being a native of Connecticut, should enlist the interest of 
that Grand Jurisdiction in the difficulty. On a visit to his native 
state he secured a dispensation to organize a legal Council under the 
name of Monroe Council, No. 23, and he was deputized by Grand 
Master Francois Turner of that state to institute the Council and 
"Heal such Companions as had taken the degrees in a Royal Arch 
Chapter." Further details of this interesting history will be found 
in a chapter on the history of the Grand Council. 

Companion Elliott was the fifth Grand Master of the Grand 
Council, being elected in 1863. In 1872 he was elected Grand 
Treasurer and held the position for eight years, being succeeded by 
H. Shaw Noble. 

Companion Elliott was not a Knight Templar, as he stated that 
"it was too much fuss and feathers," and that "King Solomon was 
not a Knight, and it was not Masonry." 

His death occurred November 8, 1880, at the age of sixty years. 
No "fuss and feathers" was the keynote of his life, by nature one 
of the mildest tempered of men and always ready to help the de- 
serving ones, kind, generous and indulgent in his family life. 

The Grand Council of Michigan should honor the memory of 
this "father in Israel." 



GARRA B. NOBLE. 

Grand Master, 1864. 

Garra B. Noble was born in Unadilla, Otsego County, N. Y., 
August 12, 18 16. He came to Detroit from Buffalo in September or 
October, 1844. He had a brother in Dexter, and there met the future 
Mrs. Noble. He remained in Dexter, clerking in a store, until 1848, 
when the western fever seized him, and he went to Waukegan, 
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where he remained until 1852, when he came back to Detroit. The 
fall of that year saw him purser on the boats of the Ward line, ply- 
ing between Detroit and Saginaw, and the next season he had the 
same position. In 1854, he became purser on the "Western World," 
running to Buffalo, and in the two following years of the "Buckeye 
State" and "Mississippi." He gave up sailing in 1858, and took a 
shore position as collector for Bloss & Co. In 1858 he again changed 
and became a clerk at the G. C. Barker & Co. tobacco factory, and 
remained with them until his health failed him in 1870, when he 
took a three years* vacation, going back in 1873 and staying until 
1880, when the American Eagle Tobacco Company was organized, 
and then he retired. 

It is very largely as a member of the Masonic fraternity that 
Companion Noble is best known. He joined a Lodge at Waukegan 
away back in 185 1, and when he returned to Detroit dimitted to 
Zion Lodge. He joined Monroe Chapter, No. 1, February 14, 1853, 
and Monroe Council, No. 1, shortly after, and became a member of 
Detroit Commandery in 1853. He was Master of his Lodge and 
High Priest of his Chapter. He was Grand Master of the Grand 
Council of the Royal and Select Masters of Michigan in 1864, and 
was Eminent Commander, as well as holder of other offices, in De- 
troit Commandery, and was Grand Commander of the Grand Com- 
mandery, Knights Templar, of the state in 1865. 

For more than a quarter of a century he was Grand Recorder 
of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters and writer of the 
correspondence reports, in which capacity he attained a high place 
among his contemporaries. 

He died at the residence of his son, Herbert W. Noble, 501 
Trumbull avenue, Detroit, February 9, 1897, aged eighty years. He 
had been ailing a long time, the cause of death being old age and 
general breaking down. He will long be remembered by those with 
whom he was so long associated. 



DAVID BOVEE. 

Grand Master, 1865. 

This Illustrious Companion was born in Hartford, New York, 
November 11, 1819, and came to Branch County, Michigan, when 
nineteen years of age, which county was ever afterwards his home. 

His Masonic career was a long and honorable one. He was 
made a Master Mason in Tyre Lodge, No. 18, in 1856, and never 
ceased to be one of its most active members, never missing a meet- 
ing until disease claimed him for a victim. He was Master of that 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




DAVID BOVEE 

Grand Master, 1865 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GRAND MASTERS FOR FIFTY YEARS. 139 

Lodge for twenty-three consecutive years, and after he retired from 
the Master's chair he was elected Secretary, and held that office 
until his death. He was exalted a Royal Arch Mason in Temple 
Chapter, No. 21, R. A. M., at Cold water, June 22, 1859, and at the 
annual election the same year he was elected to the office of King. 
In 1863 he was elected High Priest and held the office for twelve 
years. In 1876 he was elected Grand Royal Arch Captain in the 
Grand Chapter; in 1877, Grand Principal Sojourner, and in 1878 
Grand Captain of the Host. 

Companion Bovee was a petitioner for the Council degrees at 
the meeting held December 9, 1859, for instituting Mt. Moriah 
Council, No. 6, at Coldwater, and was elected and received the de- 
grees at that time, being elected Steward to complete the list of 
officers. In i860 he was elected Recorder and after serving in other 
capacities was elected Thrice Illustrious Master, December 17, 1864, 
serving eleven years. 

He first appeared in Grand Council as a representative of the 
newly chartered Council and in 1862 was elected Grand Principal 
Conductor of the Work and steadily advanced until in 1865 he was 
elected Thrice Illustrious Grand Puissant. Soon after that time he 
prepared the Council Ritual, which was adopted and has since re- 
mained the standard work of this jurisdiction with slight changes. 

By the older members of Grand Council the name of David 
Bovee will long be cherished and remembered. His labors were such 
as met the highest approval of all, and his name will stand promi- 
nently in the archives of Grand and Subordinate Councils. 

He received the Orders of Christian Knighthood in Jacobs Com- 
man4ery, in i860. The following year he was elected Recorder and 
served three years, then six years as Senior Warden and four years 
Eminent Commander. In 1888 he was again elected Recorder and 
served the rest of his life in that station. 

In 1866 Companion Bovee was elected Grand Junior Warden in 
the Grand Commandery, Knights Templar, of Michigan, and steadily 
advanced to the position of Deputy Grand Commander. 

For several years he labored diligently on a history of Tyre 
Lodge, and biographical sketch of every one of its members, which 
was read at the semi-centennial celebration of his Lodge. During 
his last illness this volume mysteriously disappeared and has never 
been brought to light since, and thus was lost a valuable record and 
much patient and arduous labor. 

After a lingering illness of several months he died on July 19, 
1900, and was buried by the Lodge to which he had given so many 
years of serivce. He was an honorable and successful business man, 
a highly esteemed citizen and will long be remembered in the com- 
munity in which he spent the most of his life. 
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SEAMAN L. DART. 

Grand Master, 1866. 

Seaman L. Dart was born in northern Ohio, March 20, 1829. 
He came to Michigan at an early age and settled at Jackson, where 
he resided until May, 1853, when he removed to Coldwater, where 
he remained until 1865, removing then to Cambria, Hillsdale County, 
and a few years later to Herman, Nebraska. 

He learned the trade of shoemaker in early life, which he 
followed for some time after removing to Coldwater, when he 
studied medicine and took up the practice of that profession. 

He was an ardent lover of Masonry. He was made a Master 
Mason in Jackson Lodge, No. 17, May 2, 1853, when he was twenty- 
four years old, and during the rest of his life devoted much time 
and energy to the institution. It was but a few years until he had 
received all the degrees in Chapter, Council and Commandery, and 
in all those bodies, together with the Lodge, he served as presiding 
officer for many years, inspiring his associates with that zeal and 
enthusiasm which so eminently characterized him. 

His ability secured his early recognition in the Grand Bodies 
which he attended, and he rapidly rose to the highest positions, 
being Grand Master of the Grand Council R. & S. M., and Grand 
Commander K. T., in 1866, when only thirty-five years old. 

He died at his residence in Herman, Nebraska, on the eighth 
day of February, 1883, being then fifty-four years of age. 
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WILLIAM SHERMAN EDWARDS. 

Grand Master, 1867. 

William Sherman Edwards was born at Ephratah, Fulton 
County, New York, August 23, 1835, and is the third son of Henry 
and Elizabeth (Cook) Edwards. His great grandfather, Tallmadge 
Edwards, founded the glove business at Johnston, now extending 
four miles to Gloversville, N. Y., which has since attained immense 
importance and is the basis of the prosperity of busy towns which 
command most of the glove trade of the continent. 

Companion Edwards attended the public schools until his six- 
teenth year, taught school a few years and later took a civil en- 
gineering course, but before completing his studies his father met 
with a severe loss by fire and he returned home to assist in 
straightening out business affairs. He was about returning to the 
study of engineering when he was called upon to defend a man in- 
dicted for assault with intent to kill, and he succeeded so ably that 
he was induced to turn his attention to the legal profession. 

He entered the State and National Law School at Pough- 
keepsie, completed his studies in the Albany Law School and was 
admitted to the bar after an examination before the Supreme Court 
of New York, in February, 1858. 

Removing to Hillsdale, Michigan, in May, 1858, he began the 
study of common law practice, and in August of the same year was 
admitted to the bar in Michigan. He devoted his attention largely 
to United States Court and bankruptcy practice, and his business 
became so large that in 1873 he found it necessary to remove to 
Detroit and as business followed him from all parts of the country 
he found it imperative to establish a branch office at Grand Rapids. 
He acquired a rank among the highest men at the bar as a very 
successful commercial lawyer, and earned a reputation for integrity. 
His success in insurance and bankruptcy cases was phenomenal. 

In politics Companion Edwards is a thoroughgoing Democrat 
and was chairman of the Democratic committee of Hillsdale County 
for many years, and delegate to two national and several State con- 
ventions. As a political speaker he was fair, frank and honorable; 
deeply read in the political history of our country, he was competent 
to speak of the present by the light of the past. 

He has been an active worker in the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, and presiding officer in the Lodge, Chapter, Council and 
Commandery. 

In 1865 he was elected Grand Principal Conductor of Work in 
the Grand Council R. & S. M. of Michigan, and advanced one sta- 
tion each year and in 1867 served as M. I. Grand Master. 
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Companion Edwards is now a resident of Chicago and a mem- 
ber of the bar there, but says that when it gets so clients settle 
secretly and attorneys steal the files from court or clerk's office, he 
prefers to devote his time to other pursuits. He has invented 
several automatic fire extinguishers and compounds, and is engaged 
in promoting that business. 



JOSEPH THAYER HAYDEN. 

Grand Master, 1868. 

Joseph Thayer Hayden was born in Northampton, Massachu- 
setts, November 4, 1826, his father, Joel T. Hayden, being the 
founder of Haydenville, Massachusetts. In young manhood he 
moved to Syracuse, New York, and was employed with his brother, 
Elijah, as cabinet maker. Subsequently he moved to Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, and remained there and in that vicinity several years, 
acting as secretary for an Insurance Company. He entered the 
services of the Michigan Southern and Northern Indiana Railroad, 
now the "Lake Shore Railway," as agent at Adrian. This was the 
beginning of a successful railway business life. From Adrian he 
went to Hillsdale, remaining nearly twelve years, then to Kalama- 
zoo, two years, from which place he went to Cleveland, Ohio, and 
was given the position of traveling auditor, which office he filled 
with marked ability and acceptability until failing health made his 
resignation necessary, which occurred February 1, 1898. 

He was united in marriage to Miss Caroline Notton, of Syra- 
cuse, New York, about the year 1845. This union was broken by 
the death of Mrs. Hayden, February 29, 1891. He was subsequently 
married to Mrs. Charles H. Putnam, widow of our late Past Grand 
Master Putnam. She, together with two sons and a daughter by 
his first marriage, survive him. 

Companion Hayden was made a Mason in Fidelity Lodge, No. 
32, at Hillsdale, and was a very active worker. He received the 
Chapter degrees in Hillsdale Chapter, No. 18, completing the Royal 
Arch, December 18, 1863. In 1865 he was elected Scribe, and High 
Priest in 1866, serving for two years. 

He passed the Circle Perfection in Cryptic Masonry in Mt. 
Ararat Council, No. 15, at Hillsdale, at an early date and served 
as Thrice Illustrious Master of that Council. In 1866 he was elected 
Grand Treasurer of the Grand Council of Michigan, and in 1868 
was made Thrice Illustrious Grand Puissant. 

He was Knighted in Eureka Commandery, No. 3, of Hillsdale, 
and held a very warm place in the hearts of his fraters. 
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He spent the days of his last illness at the home of his brother- 
in-law, at Auburn, Indiana, where he peacefully passed to the great 
beyond, Sabbath afternoon, April 24, 1898. He was a firm believer 
in the Christian religion and in his daily intercourse with his fellow 
men he exhibited in a marked degree the spirit and characteristics 
of the Master. In a word he was a true Mason. 

He was an active worker in the Lake Shore and Michigan 
Southern Railway Mutual Relief Association, who said of him: 
"The love we had for him, the esteem, the respect, the confidence — 
all were deserved. No man ever deserved more from his associates, 
nor had it. Many years of intimate association and business rela- 
tions pass in review before us. He was an able, industrious, and 
painstaking officer of the Association. He filled every relation of 
life with ability, care and fidelity. For humanity, friends, kindred 
and associates, others may have done as much, but none have 
labored more intelligently or accomplished better results during the 
time given man to work. The Mutual Relief Association owes much 
of its success, life and strength to his intelligent and well-directed 
efforts. Living in an era of strong men, possessed of sharp business 
attributes, made more intense by active competition, he gave to us 
freely the talents bestowed upon him. Measurerd by his works, he 
had passed the century mark, and the time had come for him to 
rest. We, who are left to labor and wait, may study with profit the 
lesson his life has given to us." 



CHARLES H. PUTNAM. 

Grand Master, 1869. 

Charles Hiram Putnam was born at Salem, Essex County, 
Massachusetts, April 28, 1829. He attended school in Syracuse, New 
York, and served his apprenticeship as druggist there. 

He entered the employ of the Lake Shore Railway about 1856 
as tally man at Toledo. He was then transferred to Sturgis in 
1858, where he was station agent for seven years. He then went to 
Hudson in the same capacity, November, 1864, remaining there for 
many years, until appointed grain inspector August 5, 1889. Feb- 
ruary 1, 1892, he was advanced to the position of traveling auditor. 

In 1853 he was married to Miss Mary Dunn, who died October 
15, 1870, leaving a family of six children. He was again married 
December 31, 1878, to Orpha A. Chad wick. 

Companion Putnam was a great lover of Masonry and its prin- 
ciples. He was made a Master Mason March 26, 1857, in Syracuse 
Lodge, No. 102, F. & A. M., at Syracuse, N. Y. July 9, 1873, he 
affiliated with Kilwinning Lodge, No. 297, of Detroit, and later with 
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Meridian Sun, No. 49, of Sturgis, and Lebanon, No. 26, of Hudson. 
Was elected and received all the Chapter degrees on November 17, 
1858, in Centreville Chapter, No. 11. He dimitted November 28, 
i860, and on January 22, 1861, became a charter member of Sturgis 
Chapter, No. 26, of Sturgis. March 21, 1866, he affiliated with Hud- 
son Chapter, No. 28, and continued his membership there till Hudson 
Chapter surrendered its charter. For fifteen years his membership 
was with Hillsdale Chapter, No. 16. After Phoenix Chapter, No. 99, 
was organized he affiliated with that, and five months before his 
death he affiliated with Hillsdale Chapter again. 

He was anointed to the Order of High Priesthood in Detroit, 
January 4, 1872. 

He received the degrees of Royal and Select Master in Toledo 
Council, No. 33, Toledo, Ohio, January 22, i860, and after removing 
to Hudson became a charter member of Hudson Council, No. 16, 
which was organized December, 1864. After his death the name 
of this Council was changed to Putnam Council in honor of his 
memory. 

He had the distinction of being the first Grand Master, after 
the organization, to be elected from the floor to the exalted station 
of presiding officer at a single bound, which is ample evidence of 
the confidence and esteem with which he was regarded by his Com- 
panions. He presided during the year 1869, and retired with the 
admiration of his associates. 

In 1901, after he secured the restoration of the charter of his 
Council at Hudson, the Grand Master said of him : 

"From my personal knowledge of the zeal of Illustrious Com- 
panion Putnam and of his skill as a workman, now that he had put 
his shoulder to the wheel, I am assured that the future prosperity 
of his Council will be a bright one." 

He was dubbed a Knight Templar in Eureka Commandery, No. 
3, of Hillsdale, December 13, 1859. On January 17, i860, he was 
elected to the several degrees of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite 
in Ohio Sovereign Consistory, of Cincinnati. On the 17th of May, 
1867, he reached the summit of Masonic honors Jby being crowned 
a Sovereign Grand Inspector General, 33d and last degree. 

Companion Putnam, both as a Mason and a railway man, made 
a very large circle of acquaintances, and by his genial and warm- 
hearted manner converted a great many of them into close personal 
friends. 

He died in Sturgis, Mich., of nervous prostration, May 15, 1895, 
aged sixty-six years and was buried in Hudson where he had lived 
so many years, with full Masonic honors, in the presence of a vast 
concourse of his friends, who gathered to do this last honor to one 
whom they greatly loved and deeply mourned. 
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OLIVER L. SPAULDING. 

Grand Master, 1870. 

Oliver Lyman Spaulding was born at Jaffrey, N. H., August 2, 
1833. He entered Oberlin College, Ohio, in 185 1, graduating there 
in 1855, and for the next three years was engaged in teaching, at 
the same time pursuing his chosen study, law. In 1858 he came to 
St. Johns, Michigan, was admitted to the bar and entered upon the 
practice of his profession. 

When the civil war broke out he obeyed the call of patriotism, 
and relinquishing a lucrative practice which he had built up, he 
gave his services to his country. In 1862, he recruited Company A, 
of the 23d Regiment of Michigan Volunteers, and was its first 
captain. Within a few months after going to the field he was made 
major of the regiment, later lieutenant-colonel and colonel, and was 
almost continually in command of the regiment after becoming a 
field officer, and a part of the time while captain. He remained with 
his regiment until it was mustered out at Salisbury, South Carolina, 
June 28, 1865, and participated in twenty-seven actions, some of them 
the most severe of the war. He won honorable distinction and was 
breveted brigadier general for gallant and meritorious services. 

At the close of the war he returned to St. Johns and resumed 
the practice of his profession. A man of his marked ability was not 
long allowed to remain in retirement, and his career in civil life 
has been as remarkably successful as in military affairs. He had 
been elected regent of the University of Michigan in 1858, the same 
year he "hung out his shingle as a lawyer." In 1866 he was elected 
Secretary of State and re-elected in 1868. In 1875 he was appointed 
a special agent of the Treasury Department, which position he held 
until 1880, when he resigned it to take his seat in the forty-seventh 
Congress, to which he was elected in that year. In 1883 he was 
chairman of a commission sent by the government to the Sandwich 
Islands to investigate alleged violations of the Hawaiian Recipro- 
city Treaty. In January, 1885, he was again appointed special agent 
of the Treasury Department, resigning in the December following. 
During this time he was employed in the investigation of the Cus- 
toms Service in New York City, the administration of the Chinese 
Restriction Act at San Francisco and other ports on the Pacific 
Coast. In 1889 he was appointed Assistant Secretary of the U. S. 
Treasury and held that office during the administration of President 
Benjamin Harrison. He was again appointed to this position by 
President McKinley, in 1897, and is now filling it with marked 
ability. 

In Masonry, Companion Spaulding' s position has been no less 
prominent than in military and civil life. He first saw Masonic light 
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in St. Johns Lodge, No. 105, on July 15, 1861, and was raised to 
the degree of Master Mason on August 2nd following. Returning 
from the war in 1865, jie was, in December of that year, elected 
Senior Warden, the next year Worshipful Master, serving two 
years. He was an active member of Grand Lodge and was for sev- 
eral years chairman of the Committee on Appeals. In 1881 he was 
elected "Grand Master, and administered the affairs of that office 
with distinguished ability. 

He was made a Royal Arch Mason in Grand Rapids Chapter, 
No. 7, on November 20, 1863, and was a charter member and first 
King of St. Johns Chapter, No. 45, R. A. M., when it was or- 
ganized in 1866, and was its High Priest the following year and 
made his first appearance in Grand Chapter. He served for several 
years on important committees, and in 187^ was elected Grand High 
Priest. 

The Cryptic degrees were conferred upon him in Ionia Council 
No. 12, in 1866, and he was Grand Master of the Grand Council 
Royal and Select Masters in 1870. 

He was dubbed and created a Knight Templar in DeMolai 
Commandery, No. 5, at Grand Rapids, January 29, 1864, and was a 
charter member and first Eminent Commander of St. Johns Com- 
mandery, No. 24, which, for some years, he represented in Grand 
Commandery, where his merits received just recognition, and in 
1871 he was elected Grand Generalissimo, and in 1872, Grand Com- 
mander. 

Companion Spaulding is a member of the Protesant Episcopal 
Church, and for years has been a vestryman and senior warden of 
the church at St. Johns. He was married in 1856 to Miss Jennie 
Mead, who lived only a few months after marriage. In 1859 ne 
married Miss Minerva Mead, sister of the former wife, who died 
in 1861. In 1862 he married Miss M. Cecelia Swegles, the talented 
daughter of Hon. John Swegles, who was Auditor General of Mich- 
igan from 185 1 to 1855. 



EBENEZER SPRAGUE. 

Grand Master, 187 1. 

Ebenezer Sprague was one of the old school Masons that for 
a long time formed the connecting link between the early Masonry 
of Michigan and that of today. He was prominently identified with 
the Grand Bodies, particularly with the Grand Chapter and Grand 
Council in which bodies he seemed to take a special interest, and 
which honored him and honored itself by giving him the highest 
office therein. 
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The life of this venerable Companion, Ebenezer Sprague, was 
prolonged until the companions of his youth, the business associates 
of his mature years, the wife he had cherished in sickness and in 
health, the son he had seen grow to manhood, all were gone. But 
he was not left alone. He had one relationship in life which did 
not desert him. His Masonic affiliations gave him something in 
common with an age in which otherwise he would have been a 
stranger. 

In the Lodge, Chapter, Council and Commandery, and in all 
the grand bodies he was at home and ever ready to fill any vacancy 
and promptly and accurately do the work of any officer who might 
be absent, and it is said he assisted in conferring the order of High 
Priesthood on every Companion who ever received it in this state 
to and including the year 1886. 

He was a member of Battle Creek Lodge, No. 12. Was exalted 
in Washtenaw Chapter, No. 6, Ann Arbor, April 25, 1853. Received 
the council degrees in Mount Moriah Council, No. 6, of Coldwater, 
and was a member of Peninsular Commandery, No. 8, of Kala- 
mazoo. He was Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter in 1865. 

In the Grand Council he was Grand Principal Conductor of 
Work in 1861, and Thrice Illustrious Grand Puissant in 1871. 

When he was born Napoleon was at the zenith of his power, 
Thomas Jefferson was President of the United States, and Michigan 
was known as a part of the Northwest Territory, with no white 
settlement except Detroit, Frenchtown and Mackinaw, with a white 
population of less than 3,000. 

The records of his early life, so far as they are accessible are 
very meagre. He was born in the State of New York, December 
25, 180-I, and came to Michigan while it was a territory, and when 
its entire population was only 50,000. 

He had lived in Saline, Ann Arbor, Battle Creek, Lyons, St. 
Johns, and Grand Rapids, but for many years he resided most of 
the time in Pontiac with Brother James Ogle and his estimable 
wife, who became greatly attached to him, and to whom he was 
indebted for great kindness during his declining years. 

In July, 1891, he visited the Masonic Home at Grand Rapids at 
the earnest request of the officers of that institution. His failing 
health prevented his return and on New Year's night he was stricken 
with paralysis, and died the next morning, January 2, 1892, and 
Monday morning, January 4, after brief religious services at the 
"Home," conducted by our Rev. Brother J. T. Husted, of Grand 
Rapids, his remains were conveyed to Muir, under escort of the 
brethren of Grand Rapids, where they were met by Lyons Lodge, 
No. 37, and a delegation from Pontiac. 
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HENRY SHAW NOBLE. 

Grand Master, 1872. 

Henry Shaw Noble, a son of Honorable David A. Noble, was 
born in Monroe, December 19, 1839. He was educated at the branch 
school of the University, and at the age of sixteeen entered the 
University at Ann Arbor. 

He was married to Miss Delia E. Vrooman, in 1857. Companion 
Noble entered the mercantile business the same year and dealt in 
general merchandise under the firm name of W. A. & H. S. Noble, 
until 1861, when the firm was changed to Noble & Redfield, which 
continued until 1865. 

Companion Noble was Secretary of the Holly, Wayne, and 
Monroe Railway during the time of its construction. He was one 
of the originators of the organization of the Monroe Democrat. He 
studied law with Wiletts and Raleigh and was admitted to the bar 
in 1872. Was appointed postmaster of Monroe, Michigan, by Presi- 
dent Cleveland. 

He was made a Master Mason in Monroe Lodge, No. 27, Free 
and Accepted Masons, and served as its Worshipful Master. In 
1884 he was elected to the responsible position of Grand Treasurer 
of Grand Lodge to succeed Brother R. W. Landon, and held this 
position until 1894. 

He was exalted to the Royal Arch degree in River Raisin Chap- 
ter, No. 22, February 5, 1864, and was elected High Priest in 1874, 
and held the office for five years. In 1879 he was elected Grand 
Treasurer of the Grand Chapter and held the office for fifteen years. 

He was made a Royal and Select Master in River Raisin Coun- 
cil, No. 4, and was elected Thrice Illustrious Master in 1870, and 
in 1872 he was made M. I. Grand Master of the Grand Council. In 
1880 he was elected Grand Treasurer and served until 1894. 

He was Knighted in Monroe Commandery, No. 19, and was 
its Eminent Commander. In 1881 he was elected Grand Treasurer 
of Grand Commandery of Michigan and held that office until 1894. 
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WILLIAM BROWN. 

Grand Master, 1873-4. 

William Brown was born at Newbury, New York, April 22, 
181 1. He removed to Michigan in 1832, settling in Bedford, re- 
moving, a few years later, to Birmingham, where he resided until 
1853, when he removed to Battle Creek, where he resided until 
his death. 

Upon locating in this place he began the manufacture of thresh- 
ing machines under the firm name of William Brown & Co., which 
subsequently became Upton, Brown & Co., of which he was the 
senior member at the time of his death. 

He was a man of high moral character, strict business integrity, 
and especially a friend of the laboring man, with whom he was al- 
ways in warmest sympathy, and although he was quiet and reserved 
in social life, he possessed the friendship and esteem of a large 
circle of acquaintances. He was one who, whenever duty pointed, 
was ready to perform it promptly and well. 

He was made a Mason in Detroit Lodge, No. 2, July 27, 1847, 
and raised September 15, of the same year. He took an active part 
in organizing Birmingham Lodge, No. 44, in 1850, and was its first 
Worshipful Master, holding that office until he removed to Battle 
Creek. It was under his mastership that Companion Hugh McCurdy, 
then just arrived at lawful age, received the symbolic degrees of 
Masonry. 

He was exalted a Royal Arch Mason in Monroe Chapter, No. 
1, March 22, 1848. The degrees of Royal and Select Master were 
conferred upon him in Monroe Council, No. 1, Detroit. He was 
created a Knight Templar, in Peninsular Commandery, No. 8, of 
Kalamazoo, on January 21, 1859. In 1873 he was elected Thrice 
Illustrious Grand Master of the Grand Council and re-elected the 
next year, an honor not conferred upon any other Grand Master 
since the first two. He was very enthusiastic in this branch of 
Masonry and to it he devoted much thought and study, and did 
much to assist in giving it that prominence which it now enjoys 
in this state. 

In 1876 he was elected Grand High Priest of the Grand Chap- 
ter and ruled the Royal Craft for one year with discretion and 
ability. All of his Masonic honors he bore with a modesty be- 
coming his sensitive and refined nature, and won the lasting love 
and esteem of all thoses with whom he was associated. 

He died at his home in Battle Creek, September 23, 1880, 
of heart disease, and was buried three days later, the funeral 
services being under the supervision of Peninsular Commandery. 
Besides this Commandery, there were many Sir Knights present 
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from other cities and towns in that part of the state, besides lodges 
and large numbers of brethren, forming one of the largest pro- 
cessions ever seen in that place. 



MORTIMER MANSFIELD. 

Grand Master, 1875. 

Mortimer Mansfield was born October 23, 1826, at Barrie, 
Orleans County, New York, where he' resided until 1833, when he 
with his father, Honorable Clark Mansfield, moved to Bridge- 
water, Washtenaw County, Michigan, where he resided until 1850, 
when he removed to Coldwater, Branch County, Michigan, at which 
place he resided at death. Companion Mansfield received the de- 
grees of Ancient Craft Masonry in Tyre Lodge, No. 18, of Cold- 
water, Mich., in 1851, receiving the first degree July 8th, the 
second degree August 19th, and the third degree August 26th, of 
which Lodge he was ever a constant, faithful and active member. 
He filled important positions in the Lodge. In 185 1 he was ap- 
pointed and served as Senior Deacon, in 1852 he was elected Senior 
Warden, and in 1854 he was elected Worshipful Master and 
served one year. 

Companion Mansfield received the Capitular degrees in Masonry 
in Temple Chapter, No. 21, of Coldwater, Mich., being exalted to 
the Royal Arch on the 20th of April, 1859, of which Chapter he 
was a zealous and efficient member, holding the office of Captain 
of the Host for a number of years. 

The degrees of Cryptic Masonry were conferred on Companion 
Mansfield in Mount Moriah Council, No. 6, at Coldwater, Mich., 
December 9th, 1869. He was elected Thrice Illustrious Master of 
said Council, December 24th, 1866, holding the office for eight con- 
secutive years, discharging the duties with honor and to the 
entire satisfaction of his Companions. January 19th, 1875, he was 
elected Most Illustrious Grand Master of this Grand Council. 

In addition to the foregoing, Companion Mansfield was an 
honored member of other Masonic bodies, having received the 
orders of Knighthood in Jacobs Commandery, No. 10, K. T., of 
Coldwater, Michigan, January 22, 1861, in which Commandery he 
held from time to time responsible stations, having been elected 
Captain General several times successively. The Consistory de- 
grees, up to and including the thirty-second, were conferred on 
him in the city of Detroit, February 22, 1871. 
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Together with his wife he was a charter member of Cold- 
water Chapter No. i, Order of the Eastern Star, and helped or- 
ganize the Grand Chapter Order of Eastern Star, of the state of 
Michigan. 

Companion Mansfield was among the first to enlist at the out- 
break of the Civil War and organized a company at Coldwater, 
of which he was first lieutenant. This was Company G, of Ninth 
Michigan Infantry. January 7, 1862, he was promoted to captain, 
and later was brevetted colonel for gallantry. 

He was taken prisoner at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, July 13, 
1862, and held till August 8, when he was released. He at once 
returned to the service and was among the last to be mustered 
out at the close of the war. 

After his return from the army he was appointed revenue col- 
lector, filling the position with credit for years. 

In his social relations he was cheerful and lively, rendering 
his society agreeable, and was seldom seen without a smile, in- 
dicating the warm feelings of a kind friend. He was genial and 
generous in every impulse of his nature, commanding the respect, 
love and esteem of all who had the pleasure of his acquaintance. 
His sympathies as well as his purse, were at all times ready to 
assist in alleviating the sufferings of the poor and distressed. It 
can truly be said of him, he was a gpod man and true, strictly ad- 
hering to the principles of brotherly love, relief and truth. 

Companion Mansfield died at his home in the city of Cold- 
water, December 20, 1883, surrounded by his family, and a large 
circle of friends. His funeral was attended with Knightly honors 
on Sunday, December 23rd. 



GEORGE HILL, JR. 

Grand Master, 1876. 

George Hill Jr. was born in Spring Arbor, Jackson County, 
Michigan, on June 25, 1839. He was educated in the public schools 
of Portland, after which he took up the occupation of foundry 
man. He resided in Portland until 1885, when he removed to 
California and is now living in Los Angeles. 

He was made Master Mason in Portland Lodge, No. 31, F. 
& A. M., being initiated February 19, passed February 22, and raised 
March 26, 1861, his father, George Hill, Sr., conferring the de- 
grees. He was elected Master of his Lodge in 1866 and filled that 
station continuously until 1882. 
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He received the Chapter degrees in Ionia Chapter, No. 14, 
completing the Royal Arch on February 24, 1865, immediately tak- 
ing a dimit for the purpose of joining in organizing a new Chapter 
at Portland, which was done March 10, 1865, his father being the 
first High Priest. He was elected High Priest in 1867, afterwards 
serving as Secretary. In 1879 he was elected Grand Captain of 
the Host in the Grand Chapter of Michigan, steadily advancing 
until he filled the station of Grand High Priest in 1883, serving one 
year. He dimitted in 1886 after removing west. 

He passed the circle of perfection in Ionia Council, No. 12, 
and with eight others immediately took dimits and organized 
Portland Council, No. 23, and was Thrice Illustrious Master of 
that body in 1868 and for five years following. After filling the 
subordinate stations he was elected Grand Master of the Grand 
Council in 1876 and served one year. He was dimitted in 1890. 



JOHN R. EVERARD. 

Grand Master, 1877. 

Companion John R. Everard was of English birth and par- 
entage, being born in Liverpool, England, June 24, 1828. The 
facts concerning his early life seem to be impossible to secure. 
About i860 he removed to Jackson, Michigan, and was engaged 
in the clothing business tinder the firm name of Bunnell and 
Everard. 

He was made a Mason in Michigan Lodge, No. 50, being in- 
itiated November 20, passed November 26, and raised December 
18, 1861. He dimitted December 4, 1878, and moved to Minne- 
sota, where he affiliated with Ark Lodge, No. 176, of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. 

He received the Royal Arch degree in Jackson Chapter, No. 
3, Jackson, Mich., September 15, 1864. Upon leaving the state he 
dimitted, December 6, 1878, affiliating with the Capitular branch 
in Minneapolis. 

He received the Cryptic degrees in Jackson Council, No. 32, 
and in 1875 was elected Thrice Illustrious Master, serving two 
years. December 6, 1878, he dimitted from that Council. In 1874 
he was elected Grand Conductor of the Council in Grand Council 
R. & S. M., of Michigan, and advanced steadily until in 1877 he 
was elected to the exalted station of M. I. Grand Master of 
Michigan, serving one year. 

He received the orders of Knighthood in Jackson Commandery, 
No. 9, K. T., of Jackson, Michigan, May 27, 1871. He dimitted 
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December n, 1878, and removed to Minneapolis, Minnesota, and 
became prominently identified with the Masonic bodies of that city, 
where he died on November 22, 189 1. His funeral was conducted 
by Ark Lodge, and he was buried in the Mt. Evergreen Cemetery 
in Jackson. He left a wife who died in 1900, and a daughter now 
living in Brooklyn, N. Y. 



ANDREW JACKSON UTLEY. 

Grand Master, 1878. 

Companion Utley was born in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, 
May 30, 1833, and in 1838 he removed with his father's family to 
Delaware County, Ohio. He was educated at Central College, Ober- 
lin, Ohio, and at Wesleyan University he took a thorough scien- 
tific course, giving him a practical English education with some 
knowledge of ancient languages. In 1859 he engaged in mercantile 
business at Marengo, Ohio, where he married Miss Ellen M. Hance. 

In 1863 he removed to Ann Arbor, Michigan, and entered the 
senior class of the law department, graduating in 1864, after which 
he removed to Gratiot County and entered upon the practice of his 
profession at Ithaca and St. Louis. In 1868 he was elected Prose- 
cuting Attorney. 

In 1879 he removed to Topeka, Kansas, where, for a short time 
he engaged in farming and then took up the practice of law. He 
then removed to Los Angeles, California, and opened a law office. 
He held the office of Chief Deputy District Attorney for Los 
Angeles County. 

For many years Judge Utley was a familiar figure in the streets 
and in the courts of Los Angeles. He gained his title of Judge in 
the State of Michigan, where he spent the earliest years of his pro- 
fessional career. Born and bred in the Democratic faith and named 
after "Old Hickory" himself, he was a staunch Democrat until he 
became a resident of Kansas, where he allied himself with the 
Populist party, which was at that time at the height of its power. 

Upon emigrating to California he united himself with the 
People's party, then an important factor in the body politic. Judge 
Utley first came into prominence in Los Angeles by the vigorous 
manner in which he campaigned for the Fusionist candidate of 
Congress. He was an uncompromising bimetalist and was the 
author of a book on bimetalism, published in 1899, which was pro- 
nounced by so ardent a free silverite as United States Senator John 
P. Jones, as one of the best works on the subject ever written. The 
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aged barrister was held in high esteem professionally and in his 
private life and had many warm friends and admirers. 

He was raised to the degree of Master Mason in Worthington, 
Ohio, was exalted a Royal Arch Mason in Ithaca Chapter, No. 70, 
R. A. M., at Ithaca, Mich., June 19, 1862. He was made Royal and 
Select Master at the organization of Ithaca Council, No. 33, R. & S. 
M., at Ithaca, in 1870, and appeared as the first Principal Conductor 
of Work. He represented his Council in Grand Council in 1872, 
and was elected Grand Steward, filling various offices in line until 
in 1878 he was elected M. I. Grand Master, serving one year. He 
dimitted September 1, 1879. He was created a Knight Templar 
in Emporia, Kansas. 

Companion Utley died at his home in Los Angeles, California, 
November 10, 1905, and the funeral was held at his home on Sun- 
day, November 12, and was conducted by the Order of the Eastern 
Star. 



HUGH McCURDY. 

Grand Master, 1879. 

Hugh McCurdy was born in Hamilton, Lanarkshire, Scotland, 
December 22, 1829. When only eight years of age he emigrated 
with his parents to the United States, and settled for the time at 
Birmingham, Michigan, which the people of the east regarded as 
the very frontier of American civilization. The sturdy Scotch char- 
acter that has since stood the man in such good stead was apparent 
even in the tender lad. His first stroke for fortune was made in 
the humble capacity of cooper's apprentice. He had early learned 
the old lesson of doing with his might whatsoever his hand found 
to do, and his work as a cooper soon began to take on those special 
qualities of excellence which have since peculiarly distinguished all 
his "work" in a field with which the readers of this sketch are too 
well acquainted to render explanation necessary. 

His Masonic life covers a period of nearly fifty-eight years, he 
having been initiated in Birmingham Lodge, No. 44, on August 5, 
1850. Ten days later he was passed and raised to the degree of 
Master Mason. In the year 1859 he organized Corunna Lodge, No. 
115, was its first Master and served in that office for six successive 
years. 

He received the Chapter degrees in Washington Chapter, No. 
15, at Flint, and was exalted to the Holy Royal Arch, February 5, 
1864. He established Corunna Chapter, No. 33, January 10, 1865, 
and was its first High Priest, in which chair he remained for six 
consecutive years. 
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January 10, 187 1, he was elected Grand High Priest of the 
Grand Chapter, January 17, 1873, he was unanimously elected Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge, something which had never before oc- 
curred. The total number of votes cast was 832. October 2, 1873, 
he laid the corner-stone of the new State Capitol at Lansing. 

He received the Orders of the Temple in Fenton Commandery, 
No. 14, at Fentonville, March 13, 1866. May 9, 1877, he was elected 
Right Eminent Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of. 
Michigan. 

December 18, 1866, he received the Council degrees of Royal 
and Select Master in St. Johns Council, No. 21, at St. Johns, Michi- 
gan. January 17, 1875, he instituted a Council of Royal and Select 
Masters in Corunna, was its first Thrice Illustrious Master, and 
continued to so serve that Council for eight years. January 21, 1879, 
he was elected Most Illustrious Grand Master of the Grand Council 
of Royal and Select Masters and served one year, since which time 
he has been almost continuously on the Jurisprudence Committee. 

December 19, 1866, he received the Consistory degrees in De- 
troit Consistory. November 18, 1873, he received the thirty-third 
degree and was created an honorary member of the Supreme Coun- 
cil of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite for the Northern 
Masonic Jurisdiction of the U. S. at Chicago. September 18, 1879, 
he was appointed Grand Marshal of the Camp in the Supreme Coun- 
cil, which office he continued to hold until September 27, 1883. Sep- 
tember 27, 1883, he was elected and crowned an active member of 
the Supreme Council ad vitam. March 27, 1884, he was elected 
Illustrious Commander-in-Chief of Michigan Sovereign Consistory 
of Detroit. 

September 19, 1888, he was elected Deputy Grand Commander 
for Michigan of the Supreme Council, Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States, 
and which office he held until this year. 

He is also a member of the Royal Order of Scotland, and of 
Moslem Temple at Detroit, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 

August 11, 1892, he was elected by an unanimous ballot, Most 
Eminent Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of Knights 
Templars for the United States of America, at Denver, Colorado, 
which position he filled for three years to the satisfaction of the 
great brotherhood over which he presided. 

The extraordinary scope and character of such a record can 
scarcely fail to stir a spirit of generous emulation in every true 
Mason's breast. Perhaps honors like these are reserved for the 
few, but every faithful man in the Order may at least aspire to them. 
At the very least so conspicuous and noble an exemplification of 
loyal service rewarded, must be productive of lasting good to 
Masonry. 
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Companion McCurdy's Masonic life will ever be an inspiration 
to the Masons of this state who have loved and honored him so 
many years, and who mourn the fact that advancing years and fail- 
ing health prevents him from continuing his active association with 
his Masonic Brethren. 



DAVID WOODWARD. 

Grand Master, 1880. 

David Woodward was born in Manchester, Ontario County, 
New York, February 28, 1825. On the fifth day of May, 1835, when 
ten years old he landed in Clinton, Michigan, and has most faith- 
fully stuck to his adopted home ever since. 

Although Companion Woodward was never an office seeker, 
soon after Clinton was incorporated he was elected President of 
the village, not knowing his name was mentioned. In 1853 he held 
the office of Justice of the Peace. 

He has been associated with his son in the foundry business 
and the manufacture of plows as well as being a farmer and grower 
of choice fruits. 

Companion Woodward was made a Master Mason in Tecumseh 
Lodge, No. 69, and was at once made Junior Warden, later serving 
as Worshipful Master. On the organization of Clinton Lodge in 
1865 he affiliated therein. 

He was exalted a Royal Arch Mason in Clinton Chapter, No. 
40, which was then under dispensation, October 31, 1865. He was 
elected High Priest in 1872. 

He received the degrees of Royal and Select Master in Adrian 
Council, No. 18, in 1866; was elected Thrice Illustrious Master of 
Clinton Council, No. 26, in 1877, and served for twenty-four years 
in that position. 

In 1878 he was elected Grand Principal Conductor of Work 
and in 1880 was elevated to the station of Grand Master of the 
Grand Council, Royal and Select Masters of Michigan, and has 
ever since been a faithful attendant at the annual assemblies of that 
body. He has also been active as a visiting Deputy in inspecting and 
instructing Councils. 

He was knighted in Adrian Commandery, No. 4. He has been 
active in the Council of High Priesthood, having been Conductor 
for many years. Companion Woodward boasts that he is always 
going to be a boy and never grow old and his spryness indicates 
that he means to endeavor to carry out his threat. 
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RUFUS C. HATHEWAY. 

Grand Master, 1881. 

Rufus Claghorn Hatheway was born at "Old Landing," in the 
old town of Rochester, (now Marion), Plymouth County, Massa- 
chusetts, December 21, 1837. He was the second son of Hon. Gil- 
bert Hatheway, who was engaged in whale fishery and commercial 
pursuits in New Bedford, Massachusetts, and came to Michigan in 
1849, engaging in sawed oak stave business in connection with his 
eastern interests. 

Rufus passed through his studies in school with credit, always 
being found among the leaders in his numerous classes. He finished 
his studies at the Academy quite young, expecting to take a higher 
collegiate course. His ruling passion at this time, however, seemed 
to be for a seaman's life, and upon which he entered instead of 
attending college. This life he followed for several years, sailing 
in various parts of the world and advancing to honorable positions 
in that calling, but at his mother's earnest solicitations he abandoned 
that life. Early in the fifties he came to Michigan, and engaged with 
his father in his stave and timber business in Eastern Michigan, 
the field of operations being in what is called the "Thumb." This 
business he afterwards took full charge and control of. He con- 
tinued the managment until 1865, when he removed to the western 
part of the state, and engaged in lumbering and commercial busi- 
ness on his own account. He met with several severe losses from 
fire, the last time being 1879. After that time he was engaged in 
real estate, insurance, and commission lumber business. 

He was married in i860 to Ama A. Sage, of Memphis, Michi- 
gan, who died in 1876. In 1883 he married Lizzie, eldest daughter 
of Gen. William P. Innes. He and his family were all members 
of the Episcopal Church. He was a Republican in politics from the 
time of the organization of that party in Michigan to his death. 

Companion Hatheway was made a Mason in Ionia Lodge, No. 
36, in 1868, and in 187 1, he received the Capitular degrees in Ionia 
Chapter, No. 14, R. A. M. 

He was elected Junior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of 
Michigan in 1877, and Senior Grand Warden in 1878. In 1886 he 
was elected Deputy Grand Master, and in 1887 Grand Master, which 
exalted station he occupied for one year. 

Grand Master Hatheway travelled over nineteen thousand five 
hundred miles in the performance of his official duties, his mileage 
account being the largest ever presented by any Michigan Grand 
Master. The address of Grand Master Hatheway at the opening 
of the annual meeting of the Grand Lodge was the longest ever 
delivered in the state, occupying nearly four hours in its delivery 
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The matters which he presented were treated at great length with 
no attempt to abbreviate, and he did not spare either himself or his 
audience in its delivery. 

He was greeted a Royal and Select Master, December 21, 1876, 
in Ionia Council, No. 12, and in 1877 was made Thrice Illustrious 
Master, serving for four years. He was elected Most Illustrious 
Grand Master of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of 
Michigan in 1881. 

He had attained the thirty-second degree in the Ancient Ac- 
cepted Scottish Rite, and was a member of DeWitt Clinton Con- 
sistory in Grand Rapids. 

He died at his home in the city of Grand Rapids, on Wednes- 
day, December 9, 1896, after a wasting illness of several months' 
duration, and was buried in Fulton Street Cemetery, Grand Rapids, 
on Sunday, December 13, 1896, with honors befitting a Past Grand 
Master, the Grand Lodge of Michigan conducting the Masonic cere- 



WILLIAM G. HUDSON. 

Grand Master, 1882. 

William G. Hudson was born in Gouveneur, St. Lawrence 
County, N. Y., October 14, 1843, and his early life was not marked 
by more than the usual incidents of school days and young aspira- 
tions, till in 1861, when eighteen years of age, he enlisted in the 
16th N. Y. Infantry, but on account of temporary sickness was not 
mustered in at that time, but was sent home. Still determined to 
"face the foe," he again enlisted in August of the same year and 
was mustered into United States service in Battery H, N. Y. Light 
Artillery, and the following October left for Washington, where 
the succeeding spring he joined the "Army of the Potomac" under 
Gen. McClellan, for the Peninsular campaign. 

On being mustered out Companion Hudson returned to Michi- 
gan, and in the close of 1865 was united in marriage to Miss M. 
J. Whitney, of Olivet, Michigan, and two children were born, one 
a daughter dying when ten years old, and the other a son, now a 
lawyer in Ludington, Michigan. 

William G. Hudson was made a Master Mason in Bellevue 
Lodge, F. & A. M., No. 83, in Bellevue, Mich., 1867, and a Royal 
Arch Mason in Bellevue Chapter, No. 53, R. A. M. In 1870 he was 
Knighted in Marshall Commandery, K. T., No. 17, Marshall, Mich. 
He was a charter member of Olivet Lodge, No. 267, F. & A. M., of 
which he was Worshipful Master in 187 1. He also assisted in or- 
ganizing Ludington Chapter, No. 92, R. A. M., in 1873, and was for 
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four years High Priest of the same. When Apollo Commandery, 
No. 31, K. T., of Ludington, was organized he was one of the prin- 
cipal originators of the movement, and one of the first charter mem- 
bers. This was in 1882, and for the ensuing four years he was 
Eminent Commander, and served with zeal in that honored position. 
He has taken all the degrees in Scottish Rite work in DeWitt Clin- 
ton Consistory, receiving the 32d degree February 16, 1881. He 
received the 33d degree, Honorary, in 1891. 

He took the Royal and Select Masters' degrees in Oceana Coun- 
cil R. & S. M., No. 27, and is a charter member of Ludington 
Council, organized in 1887, and of which he has been T. I. Master 
for four years. He was elected Grand Master of the Grand Council 
R. & S. M. of Michigan in 1883. 

In 1890, after having passed througn the subordinate offices in 
the Grand Chapter, he was elected Grand High Priest and served 
one year with zeal and earnestness. He is still residing in Lud- 
ington. 



GEORGE HENRY GREENE. 

Grand Master, 1883. 
Grand Treasurer, 1895- 1899. 

George Henry Greene was of New England stock. He was a 
lineal descendent in the ninth generation of John Greene, surgeon, 
who came in 1635 from England to Salem, Mass. This ancestor 
was banished from the Massachusetts colony and joined Roger 
Williams in Providence. 

He was born in Grosse Isle, the island in the Detroit river, 
October 12, 1836. From boyhood he lived in Rasinville, Monroe 
County. After a year in Yates academy in Orleans County, N. Y., 
he began in 1854 a career of nine years as teacher in the schools 
of Monroe County. 

He was married to Miss Julia Lucretia Baldwin, of Rasinville, 
April 8, 1862. In April, 1863, they moved to Lansing, where he 
engaged in making chairs. Three years later he became overseer 
of the cane shop at the Industrial School for boys. 

His proficiency was recognized and he was appointed principal 
teacher in the Industrial School. He was soon promoted to the 
position of assistant superintendent. 

In 187 1 he assisted in the census compilations in the office of 
the secretary of state. He then became a clerk in the auditor gen- 
eral's office. Subsequently he was chief of a division in the office 
for over a score of years. 
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Companion Greene was one of the founders of the Michigan 
Pioneer and Historical Society. He was the corresponding secre- 
tary from 1879 and recording secretary from 1892 to his death. 

In politics he was an ardent Republican. He was a Congrega- 
tionalism but was identified with the Franklin Street Presbyterian 
Church from its formation. Moving to the central part of the city 
a number of years ago, he united with Plymouth Congregational 
Church. 

He was one of the five commissioners appointed by Governor 
Luce to the National Centennial celebration at Marietta, Ohio, July, 
1888. 

His Masonic record is one of which any man might justly be 
proud. He was made a Master Mason in Lansing Lodge, No. 33, 
May 1, 1865. During four years, 1871-4, he was Master of the Lodge. 
Nine years, 1874 to 1883, he was High Priest of Capital Chapter, No. 
9, R. A. M. One year, 1879, Thrice Illustrious Master of Lansing 
Council, No. 29, Royal and Select Masters; nine years, 1877 to 1886, 
Prelate of Lansing Commandery, No. 25, Knights Templar. In 1883 
he was Most Illustrious Grand Master of the Grand Council of 
Royal and Select Masters of Michigan, and in 1895 he was made 
Grand Treasurer and continued to fill this position till his death. 

For twelve years, 1881 to 1892 inclusive, he was an efficient 
member of the Finance Committee of the Grand Chapter, and in 
1898 and 1899 a member of the Committee on Correspondence. 

George Greene died at his home in Lansing, on Saturday even- 
ing, June 24th, at seven o'clock. His funeral was held on Tuesday 
afternoon, June 27th, the Masonic services being in charge of Lan- 
sing Lodge, No. S3, F. & A. M., with Lansing Commandery, No. 
25, acting as escort, and the officers of the Grand Council attending 
in a body, and with the beautiful burial service of Masonry, our 
loved companion was laid at rest in Mount Hope cemetery. 

In his death Masonry lost one of its most earnest votaries and 
the world another example of pure, Christian manhood. 



JAMES H. CUMMINS. 

Grand Master, 1884. 

James H. Cummins was born in Asbury, Warren County, New 
Jersey, May 22nd, 1837. He graduated in the High School in 
Hackettstown, and sought a new home in Michigan. He located 
at Fenton, where he taught school for one year and then engaged 
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in the produce business, which he continued until August, 1861. At 
this time he enlisted in the regimental band of the 3rd Michigan 
Cavalry and remained with this company until an order was issued 
mustering out all regimental bands, when he returned to Holly, 
Michigan, and assisted in raising a company for the 12th Michigan 
Cavalry, leaving the state as first lieutenant of Company L. In 
April, 1864, he was promoted to captain of this company and served 
with the regiment to which he was attached until it was mustered 
out of service, with the exception of a part of the year 1865, when 
he served as adjutant general on the staff of Major General E. 
Upton, in East Tennessee. He was mustered out of service with 
the regiment, as brevet major in November, 1865. "Michigan in 
the war" says of him : "Promoted to major by brevet for gallantry 
in action at High Point, North Carolina, where with one batallion 
of his regiment he captured and destroyed more than three million 
dollars worth of the enemy's property." 

At the close of the war he returned to Holly, Michigan, and 
engaged in the drug business, which he continued until 1872, when 
he disposed of this business and commenced work in the service 
of the Michigan Mutual Life Insurance company of Detroit, as 
solicitor. He was made a director of this company in 1882, and 
in 1890 was called to the home office and took charge of the loan 
and real estate department of the company. Soon thereafter, he 
was elected secretary, which position he held for many years, re- 
signing as secretary on account of his health in 1901. He is still 
connected with the company as special representative. 

He was married December 31, 1857, to Margaret J. Harding, 
at Fenton, Mich., who died May 16, 1898. September 19, 1899 h e 
was married to Emma J. Harding, at Detroit, Mich. 

In 1881 he was appointed colonel on the staff of Governor J. 
W. Begole, and in 1882 was appointed assistant quartermaster gen- 
eral of the State of Michigan. 

He has held every office in the common council of the village 
of Holly, and was president of the village when its present system 
of water-works was put in, Holly being the first village of its size 
in the state to adopt water-works. He has always been a Democrat 
in politics, but never accepted any political office except the posi- 
tion of postmaster at Holly for one term. 

His Masonic career commenced in 1873, he being made a Mas- 
ter Mason in Holly Lodge, No. 134, on February 7th of that year. 
August 6th of the same year he was made a Royal Arch Mason 
in Holly Chapter, No. 80. He was High Priest of this Chapter 
for eight years and Thrice Illustrious Master of Holly Council, No. 
39, for nine years. For years he was Treasurer of all the Masonic 
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bodies of Holly. He is also a member of Genessee Valley Com- 
mandery, No. 15, Flint, and of Michigan Sovereign Consistory 
and Moslem Temple Mystic Shrine, of Detroit. In 1894 he was 
elected Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Michigan. He 
proved a wise and careful manager of the affairs of Capitular 
Masonry and won for himself a high place in the esteem of his 
Companions. 

He was elected Grand Master of the Grand Council, R. & 
S. M., in 1884 and since that time has served almost continuously 
as chairman of the Finance Committee and has proved a careful 
manager and excellent financier. 



GEORGE H. STEPHENSON. 

Grand Master, 1885. 

Companion Stephenson was born in Liverpool, England, Jan- 
uary 26, 1838. When nineteen years of age he came to the United 
States and located at Cold Spring, Long Island, N. Y., and in 1856 
came to Michigan and settled in St. Johns, where he engaged in the 
dry goods and clothing trade and where he resided until his death. 
He was married to Minerva Batcheller, August 13, 1863, who with 
five daughters and two sons survived him. 

His Masonic record is as follows: Made Master Mason in St. 
Johns Lodge, No. 105, July 26, 1861, and was its Master during the 
years 1882 and 1883. Exalted a Royal Arch Mason in St. Johns 
Chapter, No. 45, May 19, 1866, and its High Priest in 1884 and 1885. 
Made a Royal and Select Master in St. Johns Council, and in 1876 
elected Thrice Illustrious Master and served seventeen years. In 
1880 he was elected Grand Steward in the Grand Council and was 
advanced each year until 1885, when he was elected Most Illus- 
trious Grand Master and served one year. 

He was a member of St. Johns Commandery, K. T. 

His illness was a long and painful one. For eight years he was 
afflicted with creeping paralysis, which gradually destroyed his physi- 
cal activity. For the last five years he was entirely helpless. 

Death came to his release on Friday morning, September 27, 
1901, and his funeral was held on the 30th, the services being con- 
ducted by his Commandery, the officers of the Grand Council attend- 
ing as mourners. 
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ALFRED BALDREY. 

Grand Master, 1886. 

Alfred Baldrey was a native of England, being born in the uni- 
versity town of Cambridge, on January 28, 1847. He was the son 
of Joseph Deighton and Phoebe Baldrey. After being educated in 
the public schools of Cambridge he moved to Canada in June, 1865, 
stopping at London with Archdeacon Hellmuth of Hellmuth College. 
He then secured a position in the Commercial National Bank of 
Canada, at Windsor, and later became a clerk in the offices of the 
Great Western Railway, at Windsor. In 1866, at the outbreak of 
hostilities between the Fenian forces and the Canadian Government, 
he enlisted for the war. After peace was restored he was dis- 
missed from active service by the War Department and moved to 
Detroit, entering the service of Charles H. Stafford, proprietor of 
the Commercial Mills, now the Henkle property, and began his 
work as a student of the milling business. In 1868 failing health 
compelled a change to outdoor employment and he began railroad- 
ing, this time in the employ of the Detroit and Milwaukee Railway, 
as brakeman, baggageman and conductor, until 1871, when he 
moved to Bay City, entering the employ of the Flint and Pere Mar- 
quette Railway. He remained there until 1874 when he removed to 
St. Joseph, as agent for the Chicago and West Michigan Lake 
Shore Railway, which was later made the Chicago and West 
Michigan Railway Co. 

He remained with the railroad for seventeen years when ill 
health compelled a resignation. He then engaged in real estate and 
insurance work and also served in many public positions such as 
alderman, assessor, health officer, supervisor, justice and county 
coroner. 

Companion Baldrey is now residing in Detroit and is manager 
of the Investment Banking firm of Anderson Bros. & Co., with 
offices in the Majestic building. 

Companion Baldrey was united in marriage to Miss Herminie 
Antaya, on January 26, 1869, at Windsor, Canada, and during their 
thirty-nine years of married life she has fully demonstrated her title 
to the term "helpmate." They have one daughter, Laura, happily 
married to Frank H. Tichenor, of Chicago, 111. 

The Masonic life of Companion Baldrey has been an active one. 
He was initiated into Masonry in Bay City Lodge, No. 129, Feb- 
ruary 4, passed February 18, and raised March 4, 1874. He dimitted 
January 5, 1881, affiliating with Occidental Lodge, No. 56, of St. 
Joseph, March 10, 1881, where he served as Junior Warden, 1883, 
Senior Warden, 1884, and Worshipful Master in 1886, 1896, 1902, 
1903. In 1904 on the consolidation of Occidental and Pomona 
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Lodges into the new St. Joseph Lodge, No. 437, he became a charter 
member thereof. 

He received the Chapter degrees in Calvin Britain Chapter, No. 
72, of St. Joseph, as follows: Mark, October 20; Past, November 
10; Most Excellent, November 10; Royal Arch, November 12, 1875. 
He has served in various subordinate offices, and as High Priest for 
the years 1880 to 1885, 1888, 1891, 1892, and as Secretary in 1893, 
1894 and 1895. He received the order of High Priesthood in Jan- 
uary, 1880. 

Companion Baldrey received his Council degrees at the institu- 
tion of St. Joseph Council, No. 44, at St. Joseph, on November 30, 
1875. He was elected and served as Thrice Illustrious Master, 1880, 
1888, 1889, and was almost continuously in some office from 1876 to 

1903. 

In 1881 he was elected Grand Steward in the Grand Council, 
R. & S. M., of Michigan, and successively promoted from year to 
year until in 1886 he was elected M. I. Grand Master, serving the 
customary term. He was Grand Representative of Canada from 
1887 to 1899. 

He received the Orders of Knighthood in Niles Commandery, 
No. 12, K. T., the Red Cross, May 18, and Knight Templar and 
Malta, July 27, 1883. September 15, 1893, he dimitted and became 
a charter member of Malta Commandery, No. 44, K. T., at Benton 
Harbor, serving as Prelate during 1898 and 1899. 

He received the ineffable degrees of the Scottish Rite in DeWitt 
Clinton Consistory at Grand Rapids and joined Saladin Temple, 
N. M. S., with the February class of 1891. 

His recreation is Masonry and he is greatly devoted to it. 



ALFRED GORDON GULLEY. 

Grand Master, 1887. 

Companion Gulley began operations on this sphere of action, 
July 15, 1848, in Dearborn, Wayne County, Michigan. He secured 
the usual country school education, living with his parents on the 
farm until he was sixteen, when he entered the Michigan Agricul- 
tural College, from which he graduated four years later. After 
spending five years in Detroit and Rochester in various branches of 
horticultural work he settled in South Haven, where he devoted 
fifteen years to the fruit and nursery growing business. In 1890 
he was called to his Alma Mater as an assistant in horticulture. In 
1893 he went to Vermont in the same line of work and a year later 
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was called to the Connecticut Agricultural College, at Storrs, Con- 
necticut, as Professor of Horticulture, which position he still holds. 

He was married in 1879, and later his family circle was en- 
larged by an adopted son, now grown to manhood. 

The Masonic record of Companion Gulley is as follows : He was 
made a Master Mason in Dearborn Lodge, No. 172, June 24, 1872; 
was exalted a Royal Arch Mason in Peninsular Chapter, No. 16, of 
Detroit, November 6, 1872 ; received the degrees of Royal and Select 
Master in South Haven Council No. 45, March 3, 1876. In 1877 ne 
dimitted from his Lodge and Chapter and affiliated in South Haven. 

He was elected Worshipful Master of Star of the Lake Lodge, 
No. 158, in 1885; High Priest of South Haven Chapter, No. 58, in 
1882 and 1883, and Thrice Illustrious Master of South Haven Coun- 
cil,. No. 45, in 1877, serving three years. 

In 1887 he was elected M. I. Grand Master of the Grand Council, 
Royal and Select Masters of Michigan, after having been promoted 
through the various offices of the line. 

He was dubbed and created a Knight Templar, April 17, 1899, 
in St. Johns Commandery, No. 11, K. T., at Willmantic, Connecti- 
cut, and was elected its Eminent Commander, January 25, 1904, 
serving one year. 

Companion Gulley is very grateful that he was so early im- 
pressed with the beauties of Masonry and its principles, and that 
he has for so many years been a recipient of its honors, benefits, and 
pleasures. For fifteen years he was a faithful attendant at the 
annual meetings of the Grand Bodies and would have doubtless 
continued had he remained in the state. 



ALLEN McKEE. 

Grand Master, 1888. 

Allen McKee was born on a farm in Loraine, Jefferson County, 
New York, in 1847, and in that place he received his early educa- 
tion from the country schools. In 1861 he came to Michigan and 
located in Manistee, whcih has since been his home. In 1863, when 
sixteen years of age, he became fired with patriotism and love of 
country and enlisted as a private in Company I, Third Michigan 
Volunteer Infantry, and served until the close of the war, receiving 
an honorable discharge. During his service he was captured at the 
Battle of the Wilderness and endured the hardships of prison life 
in the pens at Andersonville, Milen and Florence, at which last 
place he was paroled and he returned to his regiment for further 
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service. After returning home from the army he took up the calling 
of mechanical and steam engineering, which he has since continued. 

He has many times been honored by his citizens with positions 
of honor and trust, serving in their city council as an alderman, and 
also as a member of the board of education. 

Companion McKee was made a Mason in Manistee Lodge, No. 
22, F. & A. M., and served the Lodge for three years as Worshipful 
Master. He was exalted a Royal Arch Mason in Manistee Chapter, 
No. 65, R. A. M., May 6, 1878, afterward serving nine years as High 
Priest. After serving several years as a member of the Finance 
Committee of Grand Chapter, in 1897, he was made chairman of 
that important committee and so continued until 1906, when a tem- 
porary absence in the west caused his resignation. 

He was greeted a Royal and Select Master in Manistee Council, 
No. 46, in 1880, and served five years as Thrice Illustrious Master. 
In 1884 he started in the Grand Council as Grand Conductor of the 
Council and in 1888 was elected M. I. Grand Master. 

He was Knighted in Manistee Commandery, No. 32, Knights 
Templar and served that body three years as its Eminent Com- 
mander. Companion McKee's Masonic acquaintance is extensive and 
he will long be remembered by his friends in the Grand Bodies. 



THOMAS G. GREENE. 

Grand Master, 1889. 

The subject of this sketch is a lineal descendant in the seventh 
generation from Roger Williams and John Greene, who on account 
of their religious opinions were expelled from Massachusetts Colony 
and settled in Narragansett plantations (now the state of Rhode 
Island). 

Companion Greene was born at Cumberland, Rhode Island, on 
the second day of July, 1834. In the spring of 1840, with his father's 
family he moved to Ohio and settled on a small farm near Cleve- 
land, where he remained until he was sixteen years old, attending 
the district school, when in session, and assisting his father during 
vacations. In 1850 he was indentured to a contractor and builder 
in the city of Cleveland, where he learned the trade of carpenter and 
joiner and received instructions in architectural drawing. In the 
fall of 1854 he moved to St. Joseph County, Michigan, and subse- 
quently settled in the village of Constantine, where he engaged in 
business as a contractor and builder and erected several of what 
were then considered the finest residences in the country. In 1866 
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he moved to Three Rivers, in said county, and engaged in business 
as a lumber dealer and manufacturer of sash, doors and blinds. On 
February 27, 1867, while operating a planing machine in his factory 
he lost his right arm. 

In 1876 he was elected register of deeds for St. Joseph County, 
and moved to Centreville (the county seat) where he has ever since 
resided. He served six years as register of deeds and then engaged 
in the business of abstracting titles of real estate, in which business 
he is still engaged. He has held several offices of responsibility and 
trust and is now president of the local Fire Insurance Company, and 
also county agent for the State Board of Corrections and Charities. 

On January 13, 1859, he was united in marriage with Miss Julia 
A. Gibson, of Constantine. This union was blessed with one child 
only, a daughter, now living in the city of Detroit. 

Companion Greene was initiated into Masonry in Mt. Harmon 
Lodge, No. 24, at Centreville, Michigan, January 29, 1859, raised 
to the degree of Mark Master, April 9, 1859, dimitted from Mount 
Hermon Lodge, July 9, 1859, uniting with Siloam Lodge, No. 35, at 
Constantine, Michigan, January 6, i860. Was elected Worshipful 
Master, December 13, 1861. He dimitted in March 1867, and united 
with Three Rivers Lodge, No. 57, April 16, 1867, and was elected its 
Worshipful Master, December 10, 1867. He dimitted from this 
Lodge July 21, 1891, reuniting with Mt. Hermon Lodge, No. 24, 
September 12, 1891, and elected Worshipful Master, December 12, 
1891, and is its present Treasurer. 

He was exalted a Royal Arch Mason in Centreville Chapter, 
No. 11, at Centreville, Michigan, December 23, 1863; dimitted Jan- 
uary 3, 1868, uniting with Salathiel Chapter, No. 23, at Three Rivers, 
Michigan, March 13, 1868; elected High Priest December 1, 1871.; 
dimitted June 26, 1891, reuniting with Centreville Chapter, No. 11, 
August 19, 1891 ; elected High Priest December 16, 1891, and still 
holds that position. 

He received the Council degrees in Three Rivers Council, No. 
7, Royal and Select Masters in 1867, dimitted by certificate from 
Grand Recorder in 1883, united with Nebuzaradan Council, No. Z7> 
now of Three Rivers, Michigan, December 3, 1883. 

He was elected Grand Steward of the Grand Council Royal 
and Select Masters of the State of Michigan, January 14, 1884, and 
served in the several subordinate offices until January 15, 1889, 
when he was elected M. I. Grand Master. 

He received the degrees of the order of High Priesthood, Jan- 
uary 4, 1872. He received the degrees of Knighthood in Columbia 
Commandery, No. 18, Knights Templar, at Sturgis, Michigan, Feb- 
ruary 10, 187 1. He took a prominent part in the organization of 
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Three Rivers Commandery, No. 29, Knights Templar, at Three 
Rivers, for which a charter was granted in 1872, and served as 
Eminent Commander for two years. 

Companion Greene has served as presiding officer of the several 
Masonic Bodies with which he has been connected as follows : As 
Worshipful Master of Lodges, twenty-three and one-half years; as 
High Priest of Chapters, thirty years; as Thrice Illustrious Master 
of Councils, seven years ; as M. I. Grand Master, one year ; as Presi- 
dent of Order of High Preisthood, one year; as Eminent Com- 
mander of Knights Templar Commandery, two years ; has served in 
subordinate offices, thirty-one years; total official service, ninety- 
five and one-half years. Presided at installation .of officers of the 
several Masonic bodies, one hundred eight times, and presided at 
one hundred Masonic funerals. 

Companion Greene has compiled a record of his Masonic work 
taken from the records of the several bodies in which he has con- 
ferred the degrees with the names of candidates and dates on which 
the several degrees were conferred from which it appears that he 
has conferred the several Masonic degrees to the date of this ar- 
ticle as follows : 

In the Lodge, Entered Apprentice, 251; Fellow Craft, 247; Mas- 
ter Mason, 332 ; total, 830. Chapter, Mark Master Mason, 144 ; Past 
Master, 151; Most Excellent Master, 180; Royal Arch Mason, 249; 
total, 724. Council Royal and Select Master; Royal Master, 71; 
Select Master, 71 ; total, 142. Order of High Priesthood, 14. Com- 
mandery, as Eminent Commander Order of Red Cross, 8; Knight 
Templar, 9 ; Malta, 6 ; total, 23. Commandery as Prelate, Red Cross, 
108; Knight Templar, 115; Malta, 102; total, 325. Total number 
degrees conferred, 2,058. 



TRAVERS PHILLIPS. 

Grand Master, 1890. 

Companion Phillips was born in Morgan, Ashtabula County, 
Ohio, January 17, 1830. His early education was received in the 
country schools of that time. During the winter of 185 1 he was 
engaged in school teaching. 

On April 15, 1853, he was united in marriage to Miss Louisa 
A. Knowlton, of Morgan, and in 1855 they removed to Calhoun 
County, Michigan, and about a year later to Hastings, which place 
has since been his home, where he has been engaged in either farm- 
ing or merchandising most of the time. 
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In 1862 he answered the call of his country and served about a 
year in the Civil War as lieutenant of Company F, Eighth Regiment 
of Michigan Infantry. 

His Masonic life has been a long and active one. He was made 
a Master Mason, May 30, 1857, in Hastings Lodge, No. 52, F. & 
A. M. Was exalted to the degree of Royal Arch in Grand Rapids 
Chapter, No. 7, October 6, 1864, and in 1869 dimitted and became 
the first Scribe of Hastings Chapter, No. 68, at its organization. He 
was elected High Priest in 1872. 

He was the first Thrice Illustrious Master for Giblum Council, 
No. 48, at Hastings, and served for several years. 

In 1886 he was elected Grand Steward of the Grand Council 
and progressed through the lines until in 1890 he was elected M. I. 
Grand Master. For years he has been President, and an active worker 
in the Grand Council of High Priesthood. 

Companion Phillips is one of the pioneer members of the Order 
of the Eastern Star in Michigan. In 1874 he was elected Grand 
Vice-President (Grand Patron) and in 1886 was elected Grand Sec- 
retary, which office he filled for seven years. 

He has always lived an upright, consistent life and has made a 
host of friends. 



CHARLES R. BAGG. 

Grand Master, 1891. 

Charles R. Bagg was born in Marengo, Calhoun County, Michi- 
gan, .October 6th, 1838, and when about one year old went to Detroit 
with his parents, and remained there until his death. In the public 
schools of that city he laid the foundation for an education, which 
was completed at the Ohio Wesleyan University of Delaware, Ohio. 

After returning home from school he studied law in the office 
of Bishop & Holbrook, of Detroit, but before being admitted to the 
bar, abandoned the idea of a legal life and engaged in commercial 
business with his father, A. Smith Bagg. For several years he was 
director of the Detroit Board of Trade. 

In politics he was a Democrat, and from 1866 to 1872 was chair- 
man of the Democratic congressional committee of the first district 
of Michigan. March 7th, 1877, he was appointed deputy clerk of 
the recorder's court, of the City of Detroit, which position he held 
until his death. His efficient work in that position secured for him 
the commendation of all who had any occasion to come in contact 
with that work. 
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Companion Bagg was made a Mason in Union of S. O. Lodge, 
No. 3, Detroit, September 13, 1869, and from the outset was recog- 
nized by his brethren as one upon whom the jewel of office could 
be satisfactorily placed. He received the Capitular degrees in Penin- 
sular Chapter, No. 16, R. A. M., August 31st, 1870, and the Cryptic 
degrees in Monroe Council, No. 1, R. & S. M., the same year. He 
was dubbed and created a Sir Knight in Detroit Commandery, No. 
1, December 16th, 1870. He received the Consistory degrees in Michi- 
gan Sovereign Consistory, October 10th, 187 1, and was a charter 
member of Moslem Temple, Detroit, at the organization of the same. 

He was an active working Mason and held office in all bodies 
of Masonry: Union of S. O. Lodge, Senior Warden; High Priest 
of Peninsular Chapter, No. 16, R. A. M. ; P. C. of Work in Monroe 
Council, R. & S. M., and D. M. of same; Most Illustrious Grand 
Master of the Grand Council of Michigan, R. & S. M., 1891 ; Grand 
High Priest of Grand Chapter of Michigan, 1893; Ceremonial Mas- 
ter, Moslem Temple, 1886-7; President of Masonic Library Board, 
1885-9; and Lieut. Commander, Michigan Sovereign Consistory, 
1875-6-7; Grand Secretary of Michigan Sovereign Consistory, 
1884-5-6 ; Grand Secretary of Council of Deliberation, A. & A. S. R. 
for Michigan, 1880-86; Grand Master Carson Lodge of Perfection, 
Detroit, 1879 ; Ven. S. W. Detroit Lodge of Perfection, 1880 ; M. E. 
S. P. G. M. Carson Council, Princes of Jerusalem, 1875-83; M. W. 
P. M. Mt. Olivet Chapter Rose Croix, Detroit, 1887; Most Illus- 
trious Grand Sovereign, Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine 
of the State of Michigan, 1897. 

He was a courteous gentleman, with that happy bon-homie 
disposition which made him the companion, the friend, and pleasant 
associate of all respectable men, and his friends are countless in 
number. 

He died in Detroit, August 17, 1899. 



HORACE EDGAR HATCH. 

Grand Master, 1892. 

Horace Edgar Hatch was born in Lapeer, State of Michigan, 
on January 31, 1852. He attended the local schools and laid the 
foundation for a business education which was to serve him through 
life. 

Companion Hatch was the first one to act in the capacity of 
newsboy in Lapeer, which was in 1862. He also drove the first dray 
ever run in Lapeer. He engaged with the hardware firm of White 
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& Brown, October 7, 1873, to black their stoves and made himself 
generally useful. He remained with them until the firm was changed 
to S. R. White in 1878, for whom he managed the store for two 
years; the business was then transferred to Mrs. White's son, E. C, 
for whom he managed the business two years, at which time he pur- 
chased it, continuing the business until 1890, when he removed to 
Detroit, where he has resided since, and has engaged in the butchers' 
supplies and scales business. 

He was united in marriage October 2, 1879, to Miss Correnna 
V. Manwaring, and four children were born to them. 

The political affiliations of Companion Hatch are Democratic; 
church affiliation, Presbyterian. Civil offices held at various places, 
was city collector for two terms in Lapeer and after moving to De- 
troit served six years as member of jury commission for Wayne 
County. 

The Masonic life of Companion Hatch began when he was 
initiated into Lapeer Lodge, No. 54, of Lapeer, on June 19, 1873. 
He was raised to the degree of Master Mason, October 1, 1876, and 
still retains membership there. 

He received the Capitular degrees as follows: Mark, January 
8; Past, January 8; Most Excellent, January 12, and Royal Arch, 
February 26, 1877, in Lapeer Chapter, No. 91, of Lapeer, Michigan. 
In 1886 he was elected High Priest and served four years. He 
dimitted February 5, 1894, to become a charter member of King 
Cyrus Chapter, No. 133, of Detroit. 

He received the Cryptic degrees in Lapeer Council, No. 42, of 
Lapeer, on April 13, 1877. In 1879 he was elected Recorder and 
served until 1886, when he was elected Thrice Illustrious Master. 
He still retains his membership in his mother Council. 

In 1889 he was elected Grand Steward in the Grand Council 
of Michigan and steadily advanced till he was made M. I. Grand 
Master in 1892. 

Companion Hatch received the Orders of Knighthood in De- 
troit Commandery, No. 1, K. T., of Detroit, April 16, 1886, and has 
held the position of Warden for six years, Junior Warden one year, 
and Senior Warden one year, Generalissimo, one year, and has al- 
ways been active in participating in the drill squad, until he was 
during the last year crippled in his hand, compelling him to retire 
from that capacity. 

He received the various grades in the 32d degree in the Scot- 
tish Rite Bodies of Michigan Sovereign Consistory, March 20, 1887. 
He is a member of Moslem Temple, A. A. O. M. S. Oasis of Detroit. 
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FRANK N. CLARK. 

Grand Master, 1893. 

Frank N. Clark was born on February 2nd, 1849, in Clarkston, 
Oakland County, Michigan, and received his rudimentary education 
in the common schools of his native town. This was followed by 
an academic course in the same place and afterwards completed at 
the Agricultural College at Lansing, Michigan. After finishing his 
collegiate course, he was associated with his father for a time in 
mercantile pursuits, subsequently for two years with the wholesale 
and retail dry goods house of N. W. Clark & Co., of Clinton, Iowa. 

Upon returning to Michigan, he engaged in raising garden seeds 
on a large scale for D. M. Ferry & Co., of Detroit, Michigan, and 
at the same time commenced in an experimental way his life work 
of fish culture, being associated with his father, the late N. W. Clark, 
who was the pioneer fish culturist of Michigan. 

In 1874 he commenced active work along this line and has made 
it his study ever since. As a result, Mr. Clark now occupies a most 
prominent part in the field of fish culture throughout the world, and 
to him is largely due the high plane to which it has advanced and 
the prominence it has obtained in this country. 

He has not only been faithful in performing the exacting duties 
of his responsible governmental position, but has so improved the 
opportunities thus presented as to confer untold benefits upon this 
and future generations. Hundreds of rivers and lakes whose waters 
were once unproductive, are now teeming with fish that afford food 
and occupation to many thousands, and these will meet him in the 
last great day, saying, "I was hungry and ye gave me meat." 

He is at present superintendent of Michigan stations, United 
States Fish Commission, and is charge of four hatching stations, 
located at Northville, Detroit, Alpena and Sault Ste. Marie, Michi- 
gan. He is the inventor of numerous time and labor saving ap- 
pliances now used in the government works. 

His writings on fish culture have been many and are distributed 
throughout the world. The practical value of these, both to this and 
to future generations, is incalcuable and yet for all this labor he has 
never asked nor received any remuneration. 

Most Excellent Companion Clark was married December 20, 
1871, to Prudence Bower, at Clarkston, Michigan, and resided there 
until 1874, when he moved to Northville, Michigan, his present 
home. 

He was one of the organizers of the Northville State Savings 
Bank, and on the board of directors until he resigned. He was one 
of the first water commissioners of Northville and had much to do 
with inaugurating the splendid water system that village now en- 
joys 
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He was also an efficient member of the Northville school board, 
and has been a member of the Presbyterian Church for many years. 

His interest in Masonry dates from 1880, when he received his 
Master degree in Northville Lodge, No. 186, F. & A. M. He was 
elected Junior Warden the next year, then Senior Warden, and in 
1883, Worshipful Master. This office he held for two years and was 
re-elected Worshipful Master in 1892. He received his Capitular 
degrees in Union Chapter, No. 55, Royal Arch Masons, at North- 
ville, Michigan, in 1881, and held same office continuously until 1891, 
when he was elected E. High Priest, serving two years. 

His advent into office in the Grand Chapter, Royal Arch 
Masons was his election to that of Grand Master of the First Veil, 
at Detroit, Michigan, in January, 1892. From that time his Com- 
panions honored him from year to year until in January, 1899, he 
was elected Most Excellent Grand High Priest and presided over 
the Grand Chapter for that year. 

He received the Royal and Select Master degrees in North- 
ville Council, No. 30, December, 1882, and in 1889 became Thrice 
Illustrious Master. His first step in the Grand bodies of Michigan 
was his election, in 1890, at Grand Rapids, Michigan, to the office 
of Grand Counductor of the Council of the Grand Council of Royal 
and Select Masters of Michigan, from which he was advanced from 
year to year until 1893, at Detroit, Michigan, he was elected Most 
Illustrious Grand Master. He has served on the important com- 
mittees since that time, being now engaged on the Committee for 
revision of the Constitution. 

His commandery orders were taken in Pontiac Commandery, 
No. 2, and he was Knighted in 1885, and in 1886, the Sir Knights 
of Northville having been granted a dispensation to open a Com- 
mandery at that point, he was appointed Excellent Prelate and filled 
that office until 1890, when he was elected Eminent Commander. 
To this office he has been elected three different times. 

In 1893, he received the Consistory degrees to and including 
the thirty-second, in Michigan Sovereign Consistory, Detroit, Michi- 
gan, and traveled the hot sands of the desert the evening following, 
becoming a member of Moslem Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S. 



EMERSON M. NEWELL. 

Grand Master, 1894. 

Emerson M. Newell was born on a farm in Genesee County, 
Michigan, May 3rd, 1850, where for a period of seventeen years he 
performed the duties which usually fall to the lot of the son of a 
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prosperous farmer. In 1867 he moved with his parents to Holly, 
Oakland County, Michigan, and in December, 1870, entered the em- 
ploy of the First National Bank of Holly; in 1880 was appointed 
its cashier, which position he filled until its charter expired in 1890. 
At this time the bank was reorganized under the name of the First 
State and Savings Bank, and he was appointed its cashier and con- 
tinued in this position until his resignation, which took place Sep- 
tember 30, 1898. On October 1st, 1898, he accepted the position of 
cashier of the Commercial Savings Bank of Fenton, Michigan, and 
also became one of its directors, which position he still holds. 

He was made a Mason in Holly Lodge, No. 134, F. & A. M., 
December 7, 1883; a Royal Arch Mason in Holly Chapter, No. 80, 
R. A. M., July 2, 1884 ; a Royal and Select Master in Holly Council, 
No. 39, September 17, 1884; a Knight Templar in Fenton Com- 
mandery, No. 14, K. T., in 1885. He received the sublime degrees 
of the Scottish Rite, in Michigan Sovereign Consistory, Detroit, 
December, 1889. Was made a noble of Moslem Temple, N. M. S., 
Detroit, December, 1889. 

The following offices he has held: Junior and Senior Warden, 
Holly Lodge, No. 134; High Priest of Holly Chapter, No. 80; 
Thrice Illustrious Master of Holly Council, No. 39, Royal and Select 
Masters. 

In 1891 he was elected Grand Chaplain of the Guard and steadily- 
advanced until he was elected M. I. Grand Master of the Grand 
Council, Royal and Select Masters of the State of Michigan for the 
year 1894. This same year the office of Grand Treasurer of the 
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Michigan was declared 
vacant and he was appointed to fill the vacancy by Grand High 
Priest James H. Cummins. At the following annual convocation of 
the Grand Chapter he was elected and installed Grand Treasurer, 
which office he still holds. 

His home life has been most pleasant. He was married 
December 7th, 1891, to Miss Jennie M. Badger, who has for a num- 
ber of years been Grand Treasurer of the Grand Chapter Order of 
the Eastern Star of Michigan, and greatly admired by all her ac- 
quaintances. 



GEORGE A. CROSS. 

Grand Master, 1895. 

Companion Cross was born in Georgetown, Madison County, N. 
Y., December 11, 1840. His parents moved to Van Buren County, 
Michigan, in 1844, and located in what at that period was practically 
a vast wilderness and where now stands the thriving village of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




GEORGE A. CROSS 

Grand Master, 1895 



Digitized by 



Google 



r» ^ S * • • 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GRAND MASTERS FOR FIFTY YEARS. 175 

Bangor. In 1853 the family again moved to the village of Paw Paw, 
where at the age of thirteen he had his first school privileges. In 
1855 his parents moved into the wilderness, again locating at the 
place where the village of Hartford now stands, where his father 
erected a saw mill on the Paw Paw river. In the spring of 1857 
they located on a farm one and one-half miles east of the village of 
Lawrence, and here again he had the opportunity of attending the 
district school. 

In 1861 he enlisted in Company C, of the 3rd Michigan Cavalry 
and his first experience in the line of being a brave soldier for Uncle 
Sam was a severe attack of measles, and later he met with another of 
the enemies of the soldier, smallpox. He reported for duty about 
the first of March, 1862, at the fortifications of New Madrid and 
Island No. 10, and participated in one of the peculiar incidents in 
warfare, which was the charge of a cavalry regiment upon a gun 
boat, which they succeeded in capturing. He served continually 
until the regiment was mustered out at San Antonia, Texas, in 1866, 
a continued service of over four years in active service, passing 
through the hardships and being on duty or ready for duty every 
day, yes, every hour, be it day or night, during the entire four years. 
The company, while with the regiment or on detached service, en- 
gaged in over one hundred battles and skirmishes. 

Upon his return he engaged in the mercantile business in 
Lawrence and in 1868 erected a large and commodious building. In 
the fall of 1881 it was burned to the ground involving a total loss. 
In 1870, under Grant's administration, he was appointed postmaster 
which position he held for fourteen years until Cleveland's adminis- 
tration. In 1880 he was United States census enumerator and has 
served as village director, school trustee, assessor, township clerk, 
township treasurer, etc. 

Soon after the loss of his store property by fire his home to- 
gether with its contents was consumed by the firey elements, his 
wife and son barely escaping with their lives, his wife sustaining 
a broken arm. These misfortunes coming so swiftly practically put 
him out of business in the village of Lawrence, although he has 
continued to reside there. For the past eighteen years he has been 
a traveling advertising solicitor and has done business in that 
capacity in eighteen different states. 

He claims to have done his share with others in bringing the 
several Masonic organizations in Lawrence up to their standard of 
proficiency. His special endeavors, however, have been in the in- 
terest of the Council degrees and he enjoys the satisfaction of the 
belief that Lawrence Council, No. 43, stands equal to any in this 
Grand Jurisdiction in the earnest enthusiasm exhibited by its 
members. 
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He was made a Master Mason in Rising Sun Lodge, No. 119, 
at Lawrence, Michigan, in 1870. Exalted to the Royal Arch in 
Lawrence Chapter, No. 95, May 14, 1875, and received the Order of 
Knight Templar in Peninsular Commandery, No. 8, Kalamazoo, in 
1892. Joined Saladin Temple, Mystic Shrine, of Grand Rapids, in 
1894, and became a member of the Order of Eastern Star of 
Lawrence Chapter, No. 256, in 1899. 

He was elected Grand Conductor in the Grand Council in 1891, 
and successively passed the chairs until elected M. I. Grand Master 
in 1895. 



GEORGE P. McMAHON. 

Grand Master, 1896. 

George P. McMahon is a native of "Fair Michigan" and was 
born at Manchester, April 10, 1856. His people were tillers of the 
soil and his youthful days were spent on the farm and attending 
the district school, when in session. After finishing the preparatory 
work he entered Manchester High School. After graduating from 
there he removed to Ludington, where he entered the law office of 
his brother, Judge James B. McMahon, who was practicing there 
at that time. He spent two years there reading law and then in 
1879 entered the domain of insurance and for thirteen years con- 
ducted a local fire insurance agency. In 1893 he was appointed state 
agent of the Michigan Fire and Marine Insurance Company, and 
was located with headquarters in Grand Rapids. He removed to 
Detroit in 1896, where he has since resided. 

For twelve years he traveled for the Michigan Fire and Marine 
Insurance Company in Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee. On account of failing health he gave up field 
work in December, 1904, and has since been located in the home 
office of the company in Detroit. In 1903 he was elected president 
of the Michigan Fire Underwriters' Field Club. 

Companion McMahon was married October 14, 1893, to Miss 
Charlie M. Hutchins of Ludington, and five children have been born 
to them. 

The Masonic history of Companion McMahon is as follows : 
He was made a Master Mason in Pere Marquette Lodge, No. 299, 
at Ludington, October 7, 188 1. He received the degrees of Capitular 
Masonry in Ludington Chapter, No. 92, at Ludington; the Mark 
Master, April 17, Past and Most Excellent Master, May 1, and the 
Royal Arch, May 15, 1882. 

The Cryptic degrees were conferred on him January 14, 1891, 
in Ludington Council, No. 48. While representing his Council as 
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proxy for the Thrice Illustrious Master he was elected Grand 
Steward in the Grand Council of Michigan, and steadily advanced 
until called to the Grand East as Most Illustrious Grand Master in 
1896. He has for several years served as Grand Representative of 
Ontario, near Michigan. 

He was dubbed and created a Knight Templar in Apollo Com- 
mandery, No. 31, at Ludington, October 24, 1883. He crossed the 
hot sands of the desert and joined the forces of Saladin Temple, 
A. A. O. N. M. S., of Grand Rapids, February 21, 1896. 

Companion McMahon served for a term as Trustee of the 
Michigan Masonic Home at Grand Rapids. He is a member of the 
Michigan Knights of the Grip. His church affiliations are as a 
member of Brewster Congregational Church of Detroit. 



LOYD B. HESS. 

Grand Master, 1897. 

Companion Loyd B. Hess was born in Bloomburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, November 4, 1850, and came to Michigan in early life. In 
1878 he was married to Miss Bell Hart, of Three Rivers, which 
union was blessed with three sons. 

For a number of years he was cashier of the First National 
Bank at Centreville, and in 1894 he removed to Grand Rapids and 
was engaged in the insurance business, in which he continued to 
the time of his death. 

His Masonic record is as follows : He was made a Master Mason 
in Three Rivers Lodge, No. 57, August 13, 1872; was exalted a 
Royal Arch Mason in Salathiel Chapter, No. 23, Three Rivers, May 
23, 1873, and was High Priest of that Chapter in 1893 and 1894. 
Was made a Royal and Select Master in Nebuzaradan Council, No. 
37, at Three Rivers, December 3, 1883, and was its Thrice Illus- 
trious Master during 1891 and 1892. He was Knighted in Three 
Rivers Commandery, . No. 29, January 7, 1874, and was Eminent 
Commander in 1884. 

In 1892 he was elected Grand Steward of the Grand Council of 
Royal and Select Masters of Michigan, from which station he was 
advanced year by year, until in 1897 he was elected Most Illustrious 
Grand Master. 

He was a most genial and warm-hearted man and had a pleasant 
greeting for all. 

He died at his home in the city of Grand Rapids on the tenth 
day of June, 1901, and his burial was at Three Rivers, the services 
being conducted by the Commandery of which he was a member. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



178 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES 

CHARLES M. NORTON. 

Grand Master, 1898. 
Grand Treasurer, 1899 to . 

Charles M. Norton was born October 30, 1847, in Depauville, 
Jefferson County, New York. His parents were Helon and Nancy 
(Richardson) Norton, and with them he removed to Maumee, Ohio, 
in 1854. Ten years later, January 2, 1864, he enlisted in Battery H, 
First Ohio Light Infantry, and served until the end of the war. 

He started to learn the hardware and tinware business at Perrys- 
burg, Ohio, in 1865, and he seems to have had a strong liking for 
his first love as he still sells nails and milk pans. 

November 26, 1868, he was united in marriage to Sarah C. 
Merry, of Perrsyburg, and two sons. Earl M. and Bert R., were 
born to them. Later he removed to Michigan and resided in Leslie 
and Ypsilanti, and in 189 1 he removed to Lansing, which is his 
present home. 

He received the Symbolic degrees in Phoenix Lodge, No. 123, 
at Perrysburg, Ohio, in 1869; was exalted a Royal Arch Mason, 
May 23, 1884, in Leslie Chapter. No. 100, at Leslie, Michigan. He 
passed the Circle of Perfection in the Cryptic Rite in Leslie Council, 
No. 50, at Leslie, December 11, 1884, and was dubbed a Knight 
Templar in Jackson Commandery, No. 9, K. T., September 23, 1885, 
at Jackson, Michigan. He was made a Sublime Prince of the Royal 
Secret, June 30, 1887, in Michigan Sovereign Consistory at Detroit, 
and is one of the "Old Guard." He was made a member of Moslem 
Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S., June 30, 1887. 

In 1891 Companion Norton was elected Grand Master of the 
First Veil in the Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Michigan 
and was steadily advanced until in 1898 he was elected to preside 
over the Royal Craft. 

In 1894 he was first elected to the official grade of Grand Con- 
ductor of the Council in Grand Council and in 1898 he was elect- 
ed Grand Master, thus enjoying the distinguished and unusual 
honor of presiding over two Grand Bodies of Masonry the same 
year. June 27, 1899, after the death of George H. Greene, Grand 
Treasurer of the Grand Council, Companion Norton was appointed 
to fill the vacancy and has been continuously re-elected to that po- 
sition of trust and responsibility each year. 

Companion Norton has a wide acquaintance throughout the 
state and his friendship is highly prized by all who know him. When 
not busy hustling stoves or jack knives he may be found in a quiet 
nook patiently endeavoring to lure a member of the finny tribe 
from its native element. 
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GEORGE D. SMITH. 

Grand Master, 1899. 

George Dudley Smith was bofn in New Marlboro, Massachu- 
setts, June 27, 1838. After living a short time in Ohio and Penn- 
sylvania, in 1844 with his parents he removed to Allegan, Michi- 
gan, which was his home for twenty-eight years. Leaving school 
at the age of seventeen he was employed as clerk in a mercantile 
establishment in Allegan, where he remained for thirteen years. 
Desiring a change of employment he was engaged by a railway 
contractor as book-keeper and pay-master for several years. 

He was married December 15, 1864, to Helen A. Weeks, of 
Hudson, Ohio, and they have been blessed with two sons, Leigh 
B., aged forty-two, and Frank D., aged forty-one years. 

He held the office of clerk in 1870 and office of treasurer in 
187 1 of the village of Allegan, also township treasurer at the same 
time. 

In 1872 he removed to the city of Muskegon and entered the 
office of the Muskegon Booming Company and was their acting 
treasurer and secretary for nearly ten years. He then engaged in 
the lumber business for twelve years, and at the present time is in 
a mercantile business, handing out the choicest china and dainty 
household articles, which delight the eye of the mistress of the 
home. 

The Masonic record of Companion Smith is as follows.: He 
was initiated November 2, and raised to the degree of Master Ma- 
son, December 27, 1859, in Allegan Lodge, No. in, at Allegan. Was 
Worshipful Master for three years, after which he affiliated with 
Lovell Moore Lodge, No. 182, at Muskegon, where he was Mas- 
ter for two years. 

He was exalted to the degree of Royal Arch September 27, 
1863, in Kalamazoo Chapter, No. 13. He dimitted April 16, 1867, 
and became a charter member of Eureka Chapter, No. 50, at Al- 
legan, and was High Priest in 187 1 and 1872. He affiliated with 
Muskegon Chapter, No. 47, February 18, 1875, and served two 
years more as High Priest, and received the Order of High Priest- 
hood January 4, 1872. 

He was made a Royal and Select Master in Muskegon Council, 
No. 54, November 13, 1885, and was Thrice Illustrious Master for 
ten years. In 1894 he was elected Grand Steward in the Grand 
Council, Royal and Select Masters of Michigan, and was steadily 
advanced until in 1899 he was called to be the ruler of the Craft 
as M. I. Grand Master. 

He was dubbed a Knight Templar in Peninsular Commandery, 
No. 8, K. T., at Kalamazoo, on May 8, 1888, and affiliated with 
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Muskegon Commandery, No. 22, in 1874. He served as Eminent 
Commander of the latter for three years. 

He is a Noble of the Mystic Shrine and a member of Saladin 
Temple of Grand Rapids arriving at the end of his difficult journey, 
May 22, 1889. 

Companion Smith received the grades of the Scottish Rite in 
DeWitt Clinton Consistory at Grand Rapids, April 4, 1887, and was 
Commander in Chief in 1894, 1895 and 1896. He was crowned 
a Sovereign Grand Inspector General, 33d degree, in Boston, Sep- 
tember 18, 1894. 

As a man and a Mason Companion Smith is held in highest 
esteem by all who have the honor of his acquaintance. 



RICHARD A. CATTON. 

Grand Master, 1900. 

Richard A. Catton was born in the city of Detroit in 1848. For 
thirty years he served in the capacity of cashier of the American 
Express Company in Detroit. Following this for a number of years 
he was with the Shedden Cartage Company. At the time of his 
death he was in the employ of John Naylon and Company, Whole- 
sale Saddlery Dealers. 

Companion Catton was a prominent member and fifteen years 
Secretary of the Royal Arcanum. 

Companion Catton was made a Mason in Kilwinning Lodge No. 
297 and served as Worshipful Master of that body. He was made 
a Royal Arch Mason in Peninsular Chapter No. 16, May 24, 1882. 

He received the degrees of Royal and Select Master in Monroe 
Council No. 1, on November 19, 1883. In 1893 he was elected to 
preside over this Council as Thrice Illustrious Master and served 
one year. In 1895 he was elected Grand Steward in the Grand Coun- 
cil Royal and Select Masters of Michigan and was steadily advanced 
until he occupied the exalted station of Most Illustrious Grand 
Master of the Craft and presided at the annual assembly in 1901. 

He greatly endeared himself to his Companions. He had but a 
short time to enjoy his well earned honors for on the ninth day 
of January 1903, just before the annual assembly he was stricken 
down with pneumonia and died in a few days while in the prime 
of life and usefulness. A son and two daughters survived him. He 
was buried with full Masonic honors by Kilwinning Lodge in Elm- 
wood Cemetery. 
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ITHAMER T. SMITH. 

Grand Master, 1901. 

Ithamer T. Smith was born October 4, 1842, at Rochester, 
New York, on a farm pre-empted by his grandfather, Ebenezer Ti- 
tus, who served in the Revolutionary War, under his father by the 
same name, from Ware, Massachusetts. His parents moved to To- 
ledo in 1859, and in the fall of i860 he entered the Herald and 
Times printing office, on Monroe street, as an apprentice. In the 
spring of 1861, upon the firing of the Confederates on Fort Sum- 
ter, his editor, the late General James B. Steedman, a Democratic 
politician, espoused the cause of the Union, and held a mammoth 
war meeting under the shed of the old Island House Depot, and 
called for volunteers. Companion Smith, with six others from the 
Herald office, enlisted there for three months, and in June the 
fourteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, with James B. Steedman as its 
colonel, went to West Virginia, where they participated in the bat- 
tles of Phillippi, Laurel Hill, Cheat River and Garrick Ford, where 
the Confederate General, Garnett, was killed. 

The regiment returned to Toledo and re-enlisted, almost to a 
man, Companion Smith with them, and served in the army of the 
Cumberland until the close of the war. On his return from the war 
he went on the Lake Shore railroad as passenger brakeman, and 
meanwhile learned telegraphy, taking Knight's Station (now Riga) 
office, on September 1st, 1865, working for this company as tele- 
graph operator or freight agent ever since. 

On June 6th, 1881, he was appointed ticket agent and operator 
at Hudson, Mich., which was his home for nearly twenty-five years. 
He was one of the most popular and obliging agents on the road 
but continually increasing deafness caused his tranfer to the Gen- 
eral Freight office of the Lake Shore at Toledo, where he is com- 
fortably situated in pleasant work, a well earned reward for a 
faithful and long time employe, and no complaint is heard from 
Companion Smith about the "soulless corporation." 

Companion Smith was united in marriage at Ligonier, Indiana, 
to Miss Melisa Carr, on December 23, 1866, and six children were 
born to them, two sons and two daughters are now living. The 
eldest daughter died in 1904, leaving two daughters. Soon after 
their removal to Toledo, on Christmas day, 1906, the dearly beloved 
wife and companion of forty years was suddenly called to the high- 
er life, leaving him and the three children to mourn for a loving 
wife and mother. At this writing Companion Smith is residing 
in East Toledo with a sister. 

Ithamer T. Smith was made a Mason in Perseverance Lodge, 
No. 29, at Sandusky, Ohio, while he was agent at Venice. He was 
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initiated an Entered Apprentice November 12, 1878, passed a Fel- 
lowcraft, January 28, 1879, and raised a Master Mason, March 25, 
1879. He dimitted January 17, 1880, to join Toledo Lodge No. 144 
in March, and in September 1881 dimitted from there and affiliated 
with Lebanon Lodge No. 29 of Hudson. He served as Master of 
his Lodge for several years. 

He received the Chapter degrees in Phoenix Chapter, No. 99, 
at Hudson, as follows: Mark and Past Master, January 29, 1886; 
Most Excellent and Royal Arch, February 11, 1886. He was elected 
High Priest in 1894 and served one year. 

He received the degrees of Royal and Select Master in Hud- 
son Council No. 16, and was elected Thrice Illustrious Master in 
1893, serving two years. In 1896 he attended Grand Council for the 
purpose of getting the name of his Council changed to Putnam Coun- 
cil in honor of the memory of his old friend and associate Past M. 
I. Grand Master, Charles H. Putnam. He accomplished his object 
and also received the honor of election to the office of Grand Stew- 
ard from which position he was steadily advanced until in 1901. 
he was elected to rule over the Cryptic Craft as Grand Master. 

For years his name has been recorded as Grand Representative 
of the Grand Council of Connecticut, the mother of the Grand 
Council of Michigan. 

Companion Smith is a kind, genial and warmhearted man 
and one whose friendship is worthy to be sought. 



BYRON C. HILL. 

Grand Master, 1902. 

Companion Hill was born in Albion, Orleans county, New 
York, January 6th, 185 1. When he first came to Michigan Com- 
panion Hill resided in Manchester, where he and Miss Elizabeth 
Dickerson were united in marriage. They removed to Jackson 
about 1887 and for a time he was with Graver Bros. Three years 
later he joined business relations with his brother, and Hill Bros, 
did a flourishing business. April 6th, 1903. Mrs. Hill died. Two 
children survived, , Eugene A. Hill, of Wapheton, N. D., and Mrs. 
Charles Little of Port Huron. 

Companion Hill was active in Masonic work and held many 
positions of honor. He was made a Mason in Manchester Lodge, 
No. 148, being initiated May 13, passed June 10, and raised July 
8, 1878. He held the office of Senior Warden from 1883 to 1885, 
dimitting April 20, 1891. After removing to Jackson he affiliated 
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with Michigan Lodge, No. 50, June 3, 1891. He held the office 
of Senior Deacon at the time of his death. 

He was exalted in Meridan Chapter, No. 48, at Manchester, 
January 23, 1886, affiliating with Jackson Chapter, No. 3, on Jan- 
uary 4, 1894, and serving as High Priest in 1901. At the time of his 
death he was serving on his second term as member on the Board 
of Control of Michigan Masonic Home from the Grand Chapter. 

He received the degrees of Royal and Select Master in Jackson 
Council, No. 32, on October 9, 1891, and served as Thrice Illustrious 
Master for two years, 1896-7. In 1898 Companion Hill was elected 
to the office of Grand Steward in the Grand Council and steadily 
climbed the round of office until he was rewarded with the proud 
title of Most Illustrious Grand Master, in 1902. 

He was Knighted a member of Jackson Commandery No. 9 K. 
T. and was elected its Eminent Commander in 1902. 

He died at White Cross Sanitarium in the city of Jackson, 
Michigan, April 15, 1905. 

His funeral was held in the Haven M. E. church, Tuesday, 
April 18, and a long and solemn procession escorted by Jackson 
Commandery, No. 9, K. T., accompanied his remains to Mt. Ever- 
green Cemetery where they were lowered to their last resting place 
amongst a wealth of flowers, the emblem of love of mourning friends. 
The impressive Masonic burial service was conducted by the of- 
ficers of Michigan Lodge, No. 50, F. & A. M., the Grand and Past 
Grand officers of Grand Council attending as sincere mourners. 



JOHN HAMPDEN KINGSLEY. 

Grand Master, 1903. 

John Hampden Kingsley was born April 25, 1854, on a farm 
in Sharon, Washtenaw county, Michigan. His father, Charles 
Kingsley, came from Connecticut and was of English descent. His 
mother, Jane Wilson, came from England when thirteen years of 
age. 

Companion Kingsley received a common school, education in 
the local schools and has since been a student at that great insti- 
tution of learning, the every day active business life of the world. 
He early evinced a high regard for Masonry and became a Master 
Mason soon after reaching his majority. He has served the fra- 
ternity of his home town ip official capacities as Worshipful Master 
of Manchester Lodge, No. 148, F. & A. M., High Priest of Meri- 
dian Chapter No. 48, R. A. M., and T. I. Master of Adoniram Coun- 
cil No. 24, R. & S. M. He is a member of Ann Arbor Command- 
ery No. 13, Knights Templar, located at Ann Arbor. 
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January 20, 1903, he was elected to the exalted station of Most 
Illustrious Grand Master of the Grand Council R. & S. M. of 
Michigan, after successively passing the several stations in line, and 
presided over one of the largest attended and most interesting as- 
semblies the Grand Council ever held. 

He is now a member of the important Committee entrusted 
with the revision of the Constitution and Laws of the Grand Coun- 
cil. 

In 1895, Companion Kingsley was elected Grand Master of the 
First Veil in the Grand Chapter R. A. M. of Michigan and has 
been steadily advanced step by step and now holds the station of 
E. Grand Principal Sojourner. Thus he has started upon a journey 
which in all probabilites will bring him to the exalted station of 
Most Excellent Grand High Priest. 

He is engaged in the milling and manufacturing business and 
until recently owned and operated the electric lighting plant in 
Manchester. The village has now purchased the plant. He is also 
interested in the business of banking. 



DALLAS DOW ALTON. 

Grand Master, 1904. 

Dallas Dow Alton was born in the village of Fremont, Michi- 
gan on March 15, 1869, which place, has been his home ever since, 
except for a few years spent in Pentwater and Bronson. He was 
given a high school education and very early in life started on a 
business career. At the age of ten he began selling newspapers, 
while at the same time carrying on his school work, and has been 
continually busy ever since. After completing his schooling he 
studied the profession of pharmacy and continued in that occupa- 
tion until obliged to temporarily retire on account of poor health. 

He emerged into civic life at the age of eighteen, when he 
was appointed a messenger in the Michigan Senate of 1887. He has . 
since served two years as trustee of his native village, as well as 
filling the same position for three years in the village of Pentwater, 
followed by two years as president. He was also justice of the 
peace of Pentwater township. In response to inquiries as to his 
personal peculiarities and political preferences he states that his 
"hair is red and he voted for Teddy." 

His Masonic life began when he was made a Mason in Pilgrim 
Lodge, No. 180, F. & A. M., at Fremont, being initiated July 27, 
1895. He was made a Royal Arch Mason in Fremont Chapter, No. 
131, February 24, 1896, and served as Captain of the Host two 
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years and High Priest one year. He passed the Circle of Perfec- 
tion in Oceana Council, No. 27, at Pentwater, July 23, 1897, and 
was Thrice Illustrious Master for three and one-half years. He 
received the Orders of Knighthood in Apollo Commandery, No. 22, 
K. T., at Ludington, and is a member of Saladin Temple, Nobles 
of the Mystic Shrine, Oasis of Grand Rapids. 

In 1899 Companion Alton started in the line in Grand Council 
as Grand Steward. By successive steps he reached the top round 
of honor in the Order and retired with the love and esteem of all 
his Companions. 

Companion Alton was married September 22nd, 1890, to Sadie 
E. Baker, and two children have been born to them to brighten 
their, household and be a comfort in old age. 

He now resides in Fremont to which place he has recently re- 
turned after conducting a successful and growing drug store in 
Bronson for about two years. 



BAYARD A. CHURCH. 

Grand Master, 1905. 

Bayard A. Church was born on a farm in Naples, Maine, Nov. 
10, 1865. He removed with his parents to Elsie, Mich., in 1873, 
again changing location to St. Louis, Mich., in 1876, where he has 
since resided. He graduated from thei high school in 1884, and has 
devoted most of his energy to the banking business, being the 
present cashier of the Gratiot County State Bank, the oldest bank- 
ing house in his county, and a partner in the Bank of Riverdale, at 
Riverdale, Mich. Companion Church has always been ready to 
assist all enterprises promising to be of material assistance in up- 
building his city and community, and was instrumental in organ- 
izing the St. Louis Sugar Co., which is the largest business enter- 
prise of the city. 

He is a member of the Baptist Church. He was married to 
Carrie M. Thedgar, March 10, 1891, and two sons have been born 
to them. 

Companion Church early showed his appreciation of the philos- 
ophy of our fraternity by joining St. Louis Lodge, No. 188, F. & 
A. M., in 1888, and was its Master in 1894. He was exalted a Royal 
Arch Mason, Oct. 30, 1893, in St. Louis Chapter, No. 87, R. A. M., 
and was High Priest in 1902. He was a charter member and Thrice 
Illustrious Master under dispensation of St. Louis Council, No. 68, 
R. & S. M., when it was organized, and its first Master when char- 
tered in 1898. In 1900, when the net gain in membership in the 
Grand Council was only 66, his Council furnished 47 new Compan- 
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ions and he was elected Grand Steward, presiding as Grand Master 
in 1906. He is a member of, and in 1900 was Eminent Commander 
of, Ithaca Commandery, No. 40, K. T., of Ithaca, Mich. 

Companion Church is a member of Michigan Sovereign Consis- 
tory of Detroit, in which he received the 326 degree in Scottish 
Rite Masonry; a member of Saladin Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S., 
Oasis of Grand Rapids, and Past Worthy Patron of St. Louis 
Chapter, No. 144, Order of the Eastern Star. 

The political affiliations of Companion Church are Republican, 
and he has been assistant postmaster of his home city. 



ARTHUR H. McCLOUD. 

Grand Master, 1906. 

Arthur Hamilton McCloud was born in Tecumseh, Michigan, on 
January 14, 1863. While a child his parents removed to Toledo, 
Ohio. 

In 1880 the family came to Detroit, Michigan, residing there 
ever since. Companion McCloud attended the primary schools of 
Toledo. On coming to Detroit he entered the high school, then 
standing on the site of the old state capital, graduating in 1882. 

On leaving school he entered the employ of Andrew J. Brow, 
dealer in art goods, remaining there five years. In 1887, he joined 
his father, the firm transacting a general real estate and insurance 
business. In 1898 he became associated with the Home Life In- 
% surance Company, as a special agent, in which capacity he is still 
engaged. 

Companion McCloud was raised in the Baptist faith and be- 
came a member of the Woodward Avenue Baptist Church. He 
has always been an active Republican, never, however, holding pub- 
lic office. 

In April, 1884, Companion McCloud married Annie L. Morgan, 
and a daughter and son have been born to them. 

Early in life Companion McCloud became imbued with a de- 
sire for Masonic knowledge and on March 15th, 1887, was raised 
to the degree of a Master Mason in Oriental Lodge, No. 240, and 
became its Worshipful Master in 1893. 

February 15th, 1893, he was exalted a Royal Arch Mason in 
Peninsular Chapter, No. 16. Companion McCloud with several 
others, was instrumental in forming King Cyrus Chapter, No. 133, 
which Chapter received its charter in 1894. Companion McCloud 
becoming its third High Priest in 1896. 

He passed the Circle of Perfection in Monroe Council, No. 1, 
on March 25, 1895, and was elected Deputy Master in 1902. Corn- 
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panion Bates, T. I. M., removing to Seattle two weeks after election, 
Companion McGoud served as Thrice Illustrious Master during 
that year, and in 1903 was elected Thrice Illustrious Master. 

In 1903 he was elected Grand Conductor of the Council of the 
Grand Council R. & S. M., of Michigan and has been successfully 
advanced until in 1906 he was elected Most Illustrious Grand 
Master. During his administration the Grand Council made lar- 
ger gains than at any time in its history. Companion McCloud is 
thoroughly imbued with the beauties and importance of the Cryptic 
degrees and his heart is always in the work. 

At the annual assembly in 1907 he was elected to the responsi- 
ble position of Grand Lecturer of Grand Council. 

In the March class 1893 he became a member of Michigan Sov- 
ereign Consistory A. A. S. R., and a member of Moslem Temple, 
Mystic Shrine, March 17th of that year. At the annual meeting 
of the Supreme Council A. A. S. Rite, held in Boston, September 
17, 1907, Companion McCloud was elected to receive the 33d and 
last degree in Masonry. 



FRANK O. GILBERT. 

Grand Master, 1907. 

(For portrait, see frontispiece.) 

The subject of this sketch was a native of Canada, being born 
in Norfolk. Ontario, on September 4, 1854. His parents were 
farmers and he remained on the farm until he was eighteen years 
old when he removed to Bay City where he has since resided. He 
became interested in the science and took up the study of Dent- 
istry, graduating from the Dental Department of the University of 
Michigan in 1880, and established himself in the practice of his 
chosen profession in his home city, where he continued until fail- 
ing health a few years ago caused him to discontinue his practice. 

He was married in 1884 to Miss Carrie Van Campen who died 
three years later leaving him one son, now a student at the Michi- 
gan university. His political affiliations have been with the Re- 
publican party. 

The Masonic life of Companion Gilbert has been a particularly 
brilliant one, and he has enjoyed the confidence and esteem of his 
associates in that Grand Body of men, and few have been honored 
as he has at the hands of his brothers. His Masonic record opened 
when he was initiated into the mysteries of Masonry in Bay City 
Lodge, No. 129, F. & A. M., and he was raised to the sublime de- 
gree of a Master Mason on May 18th, 1882. He was elected and 
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served as Worshipful Master of his lodge in 1887, 1888 and 1893. 
In the semi-centennial year of the history of the M. W. Grand 
Lodge of Michigan, Companion Gilbert was elected Grand Marshal 
and thus started on a pilgrimage whose ultimate goal was the 
chair of the Grand Master of all Masons of the State of Michi- 
gan. He reached this goal in 1901 where in the city of Detroit he 
was elected to that most exalted station and presided over the 
Craft for one year. 

In 1907 at the Grand Lodge meeting in Bay City, he was 
elected to the important and responsible position of Grand Lecturer 
and has made the enviable record of meeting with some represen- 
tatives of every lodge in the state during the year and of holding 
more schools of instruction than have ever been held in any one 
year. 

In Capitular Masonry he received the degrees of Mark Mas- 
ter, March 15, 1883, Past Master, March 22, 1883, Most Excellent 
Master, March 29, 1883, and Royal Arch, April 12, 1883 in Blanch- 
ard Chapter, No. 59, of Bay City. He was elected High Priest in 
1888 serving one year. He dimitted January 7, 1897. When a char- 
ter was granted to Bay City Chapter, No. 136, on January 20, 1897, 
Frank O. Gilbert was named as the first High Priest. He has 
been a regular attendant at the Grand Chapter convocations, and 
served for several years on the Finance Committee. 

On April 1, 1884, he passed the Circle of Perfection in Ancient 
Masonry by receiving the degrees of Royal and Select Master in Bay 
City Council, No. 53, and two years later was elected Thrice Il- 
lustrious Master. In 1903 he started in the lines in the Grand 
Council of Michigan and on this the Semi-centennial year of that 
Grand Body he presides over the Royal Craft, closing a very suc- 
cessful year. 

Companion Gilbert received the Orders of Knighthood in Bay 
City Commandery, No. 26, K. T., where he was dubbed January 4, 
1884. He was elected and served as Eminent Commander in 1894. 

In the Scottish Rite he has also achieved distinction being cre- 
ated a Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret on March 25, 1884, in 
Michigan Sovereign Consistory of Detroit, and on September 18, 
1884 he was crowned a Sovereign Grand Inspector General of the 
33d and last degree, and honorary member of the Northern Juris- 
diction of the United States of America. 

He has crossed the hot sands of the desert and made the 
journey to Mecca under the scorching rays of a tropical sun and 
after a difficult and dangerous journey with the caravan arrived 
at the oasis in the valley of Detroit and in Moslem Temple. The 
weary travelers were resuscitated with zem zern water and tea 
biscuit. 
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Nathaniel P. Jacobs, Detroit, 1858 to 1861. 
Oliver Bourke, Detroit, 1862 to 1870. 
Garra B. Noble, Detroit, 1871 to 1896. 
Jefferson S. Conover, Coldwater, 1897 to 1903. 
Charles A. Conover, Coldwater, 1903 to 1908. 

To the Grand Recorder of a Grand Jurisdiction falls the lot 
of preserving the history of the body over which he is called to 
officiate, and in no small degree is he concerned in successfully 
placing on record for future generations the important incidents 
as they occur in the daily life of the body. Many of these incidents 
and transactions may at the time seem trivial but in later years 
may prove to have been hinges upon which swung much weightier 
matters. 

After a presiding officer is selected, the next in importance is 
the man to make the records. It is essential that he be observant 
of alt proceedings and record all things proper to be written. With- 
out good Grand Recorders much of the early history of the Grand 
Council would have been lost to the present generation. Through 
the aid of Companion James H. Cummins, P. G. M., the writer has 
been fortunate in securing portraits and biographical sketches of 
our first two Grand Recorders and the addition of this chapter was 
thereby made possible. 



NATHANIEL POOLE JACOBS. 

Grand Recorder, 1858- 1861. 

Nathaniel Poole Jacobs was born at Adams, Jefferson County, 
New York, October 31, 1821. He was educated at the Boston Latin 
school where he was prepared to enter the second year at Brown 
University, but, his father removing to Detroit in 1840, he accom- 
panied him, engaging in business and for many years carried on a 
wholesale grocery business in that city. 

He was twice married, first to Susan B. Taylor, who died Sep- 
tember 25, 1850, by whom he had three children, two of whom sur- 
vive, and second to Catherine Mary Huntington, September 5, 
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1852, who survived him, dying February 26, 1899, by whom he had 
six children, five of whom are now living. 

He was alderman of the First Ward of Detroit, 1857 to 1861, 
and president of the common council, 1859 to 1861. He was ap- 
pointed by President Lincoln Consul General of the United States 
at Calcutta, British India, January 15, 1862, and served until early 
in 1871, when he returned to the United States, and became the 
land agent of the Northern Pacific Railroad with offices in Tacoma, 
Washington Territory. He was at home in Detroit on leave of 
absence when he was suddenly taken ill of rheumatism of the 
heart and died after three days sickness, April 30, 1874. 

He became a member of Detroit Lodge, F. & A. M., by initia- 
tion, March 30, 1852, serving as Senior Warden from December 
9th, 1856, to December 27th, 1858. 

He was a member of Monroe Chapter, No. 1, of Detroit, re- 
ceiving the degrees as follows : Mark, September 16, Past, No- 
vember 18, Most Excellent, December 2, 1852 and Royal Arch, Feb- 
ruary 10, 1853. 

Companion Jacobs received the degrees of the Council in 1856, 
before the organization of the Grand Council and when Monroe 
Council was operating under the auspices of the Chapter. He was 
Deputy Master of that Council and present when the Grand Coun- 
cil was organized in 1858, being elected the first Grand Recorder 
of that body. He held the position until called into consular service 
of his country. In his last report to the Grand Council which teems 
with brotherly love and affection for the Rite, he said: "In bid- 
ding you, as Companions, farewell, I can but hope that the bless- 
ings so abundantly poured forth upon you heretofore, may still be 
continued. From the midst of my duties in the new field of labor 
destined to me upon the opposite side of the globe, in spirit I 
shall still be with you, and my prayers and supplications will still 
ascend to the great Architect of the Universe for your future 
prosperity and happiness." 

He was also a member of Detroit Commandery, No. 1, Knights 
Templar, and was the second Grand Commander in Michigan, be- 
ing elected in 1858 and serving two years. He instituted Jacobs 
Commandery, No. 10, K. T., at Coldwater, Michigan, March 3, i860, 
and that body has since borne his honored name. 

He received all the degrees of the Scottish Rite in Michigan 
and April 15, 1869, received from the Northern Jurisdiction, U. S. 
A., the 33d degree. 
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OLIVER BOURKE. 

Grand Recorder, 1862- 1870. 

Oliver Bourke was a native of Ireland, being born July 16, 
1820, in Heathfield House, County Mayo. He received his early 
education from private tutors. In 1842 he entered Trinity college, 
Dublin, from which he graduated with honors. He then engaged in 
the grain business in that great grain center of the world, the 
city of Liverpool, where he remained for some years. He came to 
Detroit in the early fifties and engaged in the wholesale grocery 
business. 

He was married May 20, 1856, in St. Paul's Church, by the Rt. 
Rev. S. A. McCoskey, Bishop of Michigan, to Henrietta A. Mc- 
Kenna, daughter of the Rev. William McKenna, rector of Claire, 
County Kildare, Ireland. 

January 2, 1865, Companion Bourke was elected an active mem- 
ber of the Board of Trade of Detroit. For many years he served 
on the Board of Education and was president in 1870 and 187 1. 
In 1870 he was appointed on the Board of Estimates from the city 
at large, serving four years. He was a member of long standing 
in the old Volunteer Fire Department and was its chief for two 
years. He retired from an active business career in 1878, with the 
esteem of his associates. 

As a Mason Companion Bourke was well known and most 
highly esteemed and his counsel sought by many. He was made a 
Master Mason March 10, 1847, in Belina Lodge, No. 217, Belina, 
Ireland, and held a certificate from the Grand Lodge of Ireland to 
that effect. On removing to Detroit he affiliated with Detroit Lodge, 
No. 2, and was elected Master in 1859. 

He received the Royal Arch degree in Monroe Chapter, No. 1, 
Detroit, September 5, 1859. He was elected Treasurer in i860, and 
held the office until 1878. 

He was made a Royal and Select Master in Monroe Council 
No. 1, of Detroit, and in 1862 was present in Grand Council as 
Principal Conductor of Work. At that session he was elected 
Grand Recorder, and continued in that office for nine years, and 
that much of the history of the Grand Council is from his pen. 

He was made a Knight Templar in Detroit Commandery, No. 
1, K. T., and was an active worker. In 1864 he was elected Grand 
Recorder and continued in that office until 1871. 

His death occurred. September 11, 1899, at his home, 66 Selden 
avenue, Detroit. He had never been sick but once previous to his 
last illness. He was survived by his wife and four sons. His fun- 
eral was conducted by Detroit Commandery, No. 1, K. T. 
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GARRA B. NOBLE, P. G. M. 

Grand Recorder, 1871-1896. 

Companion Noble held this important station for twenty-six 
years, more than half the life of the Grand Council, and when 
sickness prevented his further attendance he was made Emeritus 
Grand Recorder with salary for life. However, he did not long 
enjoy the honors tendered to him as he lived but a few days after 
the annual meeting. 

A sketch of his life will be found in its proper order as Grand 
Master in 1864. 



JEFFERSON S. CONOVER. 

Grand Recorder, 1897- 1903. 

Jefferson S. Conover was born April 20, 1841, in the village of 
Cato, Cayuga County, New York. His father was George M. Con- 
over, who on his father's side was descended from the Dutch Ko- 
ven Hoven family that settled in New Jersey about 1650, and on 
his mother's from a son of Lord Reader, in Ireland, who was 
disinherited for marrying a girl in a lower station of life and 
who came to America where such distinctions did not then prevail. 
His mother was Fannie Carter, whose parents came from Vermont 
at an early date and settled near Cato. 

In Cayuga and the adjoining counties, the young lad passed his 
boyhood days, and from the district schools of those days he se- 
cured such education as was there to be obtained. This, with a 
couple of terms in Perry Academy, at Perry, in that state, when 
he was fifteen or sixteen years of age, and a brief business course 
a few years later, was all the education that fell to his lot, save 
that which could be acquired by actual contact with the world. 

Armed with this limited preparation he became a school teach- 
er before he was nineteen years old. In the spring of i860, his 
father's family emigrated to the west, and he accompanied them, lo- 
cating in South Bend, Indiana, but before that year had closed, 
Jefferson had joined the vast number of young men who gave 
their services to their country in the civil war then commencing. 
His constitution proved unequal to the hardships of a soldier's life, 
and after less than a year of such service, three months of which 
were passed within the walls of army hospitals, he was discharged 
and became a peaceful citizen again, resuming the occupation of 
teaching. May 13, 1863, he was married to Mary I. Wharton, of 
South Bend, Indiana, and they resided in South Bend, Lafayette, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




JEFFERSON S. CON OVER 

Grand Recorder, 1897-1903 



Digged by G00gle 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GRAND RECORDERS FOR FIFTY YEARS. 193 

and Indianapolis for short periods. In July, 1866, he removed to 
Coldwater, Michigan, which was his home till his death. For 
the next five years he conducted a business college there, but dis- 
posing of that, after a year or two in journalism he established the 
business of fine color printing, to which he gave his time and ener- 
gies for the next fifteen years. 

Companion Conover's Masonic life began in 1880. He was 
initiated June 14 of that year in Coldwater Lodge, No. 260, and 
two and one-half years from that time was elected Master and 
served until the consolidation of that lodge with Tyre, No. 18, six 
years later. He was exalted a Royal Arch Mason in Temple Chap- 
ter, No. 21, November 7, 188 1 ; received degrees of Royal and Se- 
lect Master in Mt. Moriah Council, No. 6, March 11, 1882; dubbed 
and created a Knight Templar, March 2, 1882; received the Scot- 
tish Rite grades to S. P. R. S.^ 32d degree, in Michigan Sovereign 
Consistory, June 17, 18, 19, 1883, and was crowned an honorary 
member of the Supreme Council, 33d degree, at Cleveland, Ohio, 
September 16, 1890. On the 18th of June 1892, he joined Moslem 
Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S. 

He presided over all the Masonic bodies of his home city, and 
at one time occupied the three responsible positions of Worshipful 
Master, High Priest, and Eminent Commander. In 1892, he was 
elected Grand Commander K. T., of Michigan, and served for one 
year with zeal and earnestness. 

When William P. Innes was elected Grand Master, in January, 
1892, Companion Conover was elected to succeed him as Grand 
Secretary. After accepting this office, he withdrew from all active 
participation in business matters and devoted his undivided atten- 
tion to his official duties as Grand Secretary. 

Upon the death of William P. Innes, in August, 1893, Com- 
panion Conover, who was then Grand King in the Grand Chap- 
ter, was appointed Grand Secretary in that body, and resigning the 
office of Grand King, took up the work of Grand Secretary for the 
Royal Craft in this state. In January, 1897, he was elected Grand 
Recorder of the Grand Council Royal and Select Masters. The 
continually increasing duties of these three offices occupied his 
whole time, and to them he gave the best energies of his na- 
ture. 

A token of the esteem in which he was held was given at the 
meeting of the Grand Chapter in 1903, by unanimous vote he was 
created an Honorary Past Grand High Priest and entitled to all 
the honors and privileges of one who has regularly passed the 
chair. 

Companion Conover was an active member of the Order of the 
Eastern Star and was elected Grand Patron of Michigan, October 
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9, 1884, and re-elected in 1885. In 1886 he was elected Most Worthy 
Grand Patron of the General Grand Chapter, O. E. S., of the 
United States. 

He became a member of the Christian church while yet a 
young man and for thirty-six years was an active member of the 
Presbyterian church of Coldwater, in which building his funeral 
was held. 

He died on April 5, 1903, at Ann Arbor after a serious opera- 
tion. His burial services were conducted by the officers of the 
Grand Lodge as the sun sank to rest in the west on April 8, 1903. 
The Grand Officers and Past Grand Officers of the Grand Chap- 
ter, Grand Council and Grand Commandery, escorted by Jacobs 
Commandery, No. 10, K. T., and a vast concourse of Masons and 
citizens attended as sincere mourners. 



CHARLES A. CONOVER. 

Grand Recorder, 1903- 1908. 

The most important event in the life of this Companion oc- 
curred in Lafayette. Indiana, on May 11, 1865, when he became the 
first child born to Jefferson S. and Mary I. Conover. 

His parents moved to Indianapolis and a little later to South 
Bend, Indiana. In 1866 the family settled in Coldwater, Michigan, 
which has been his home ever since. 

The subject of this sketch was educated in the city grammar 
schools, and instead of entering the high school, took a course in 
the Northern Indiana Normal school and Business Institute at Val- 
paraiso, Indiana, graduating in 1884. The following winter he moved 
to Nashville, Tenn., to open an engraving and color printing estab- 
lishment, but the entire equipment being burned in the destruction 
of the Louisville and Nashville depot at that place in January, 
1885, he returned to Coldwater where he has continued the same 
line of business since. 

He entered the Masonic Fraternity as early as possible. He 
was initiated in Coldwater Lodge, No. 260, May 17, passed Aug. 
2, and raised Oct. n, 1886. He was elected Senior Warden in 1888, 
and Worshipful Master in 1889, being at that time the youngest 
Master in the state, and serving for two years. He was exalted to 
the degree of Royal Arch Mason in Temple Chapter, No. 21, 
January 1 1, 1888. He was elected High Priest in Dec. 1891, and 
served two terms. He passed the Circle of Perfection in Mt. Mor- 
iah Council, No. 6, February 7, 1889, and served as Thrice Illus- 
trious Master for three years. He received the Order of the 
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Temple in Jacobs Commandery, No. 10, K. T., and served as Emi- 
nent Commander for four years. 

Companion Conover has been an active worker in the Order 
of Eastern Star, and was elected Grand Patron of Michigan in 
1895, declining an unanimous re-election on account of business 
engagements. 

May 26, 1904, he crossed the hot sands with a caravan number- 
ing one hundred and seven souls, in Moslem Temple, Oasis of 
Detroit. He received the Scottish Rite grades to the 32d degree in 
Michigan Sovereign Consistory, Detroit, October 24 to 27, 1904. 
At the annual session of the Supreme Council held in Boston, Sep- 
tember 17, 1907, he was crowned Sovereign Grand Inspector Gen- 
eral 33d degree. 

During the last illness of his father he was appointed Acting 
Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge, and Grand Chapter, and 
Acting Grand Recorder of the Grand Council. After the death 
of the Grand Secretary he was appointed to fill the vacancy in the 
Grand Chapter and Grand Council and was installed in the latter 
office May 18, 1903, and the former, May 27, by Horace S. Maynard, 
G. H. P. At the annual sessions of these bodies in January, 1904, 
he was elected to fill both positions. He inaugurated the present 
system of membership register and history authorized by the Grand 
Chapter. 

Companion Conover was married August 31, 1887, to Miss Juno 
Edmonds, of Coldwater, and three sons have been born to them. 
The youngest, Fred E., died February 5, 1904, aged 7 years. 

He has been an active member of the Presbyterian church 
since he was fourteen, and for nearly twenty years served as 
teacher and superintendent of the Sunday school and has held the 
office of deacon for several terms. 

He has served his city as alderman for two years, and as 
chairman of the cemetery committee was active in platting and open- 
ing the new city cemetery on modern lines. On the organization 
of the Board of Cemetery Trustees in 1897, he was made chair- 
man and has been continued a member since, declining other city 
offices. 
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No. 



Name 



Name and Address 

of 

Thrice Illustrious Masters. 



Name and Address 

of 

Recorders. 



1 
3 
4 
5 
6 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
15 
16 
18 
19 
20 
21 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
29 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
67 



Monroe 

Pontiac 

River Raisin 

Jonesville ... 

Mt. Moriah 

Mt. Clemens .... 

Zabud 

Tyre 

Union 

Ionia 

Sturgis 

Mt. Ararat 

Putnam 

Adrain 

Niles 

Saginaw 

St. Johns 

Portland 

Adoniram 

King Solomon... 

Clinton 

Oceana 

Lansing 

Jackson 

Ithaca 

Blanchard 

Union City 

Charlotte 

Nebuzaradan 

Corunna 

Holly 

Lapeer 

Lawrence 

St. Joseph , 

South Haven 

Manistee 

Ludington 

Giblum 

Leslie 

Grand Haven 

Petoskey 

Bay City 

Muskegon 

Reed City 

Flint 

Albion 

Sahgonahkato 

Marine City 

Inverness 

Traverse City 

Grand Ledge 

Kalamazoo 

Williamston 

Hiawatha : . 

King Cyrus 

St. Louis 

SaultSte. Marie.. 

Cadillac 

DavidS. Kendall. 

Marquette 

Livingston 

FredL. Wells... 
Darius 



Ed. N. Pagelson, Detroit, 50 Buhl Blk 

Lafayette Bos t wick, Pontiac 

John D. Pherdun, Dundee 

Fred. T. Dryer, Jonesville 

William H. Simons, Coldwater 

George H. Nickols, Mt. Clemens 

A. J. McRae, Battle Creek. 234 E.Main 
Geo. H. Hobart, Grand Rapids ... 

Philip Blum, Ann Arbor 

John Nichol, Ionia 

Martin E. Aulsbrook, Sturgis 

W. P. Perry, Hillsdale 

John R. Dodge, Hudson 

Sherman F. Finch. Adrian 

Wm. T. Dougan, Niles 

Jas.P.Walsh.Saginaw.1110 Genesee av 

Andrew W Durkee, St. Johns 

Thos. J. Lock wood, Portland 

Mat. D. Blosser, Manchester 

Charlie Gay, Big Rapids 

Edward Van De Mark, Clinton 

Winfield S. Hanson, Pentwater 

Edward J. Wright, Lansing 

Jos. F. Noll, Jackson 

J. Lee Potts, Ithaca 

J. H . Smith, Tecumseh 

Leon A. Johnson, Union City 

William G. Wisner, Charlotte 

Horace A. Howard, Three Rivers . .. 

Frank L. Johnson, Corunna 

Wm. J. Wolf, Holly 

James Wier, Lapeer 

George A. Cross, Lawrence 

Fred. A. Woodruff, St. Joseph 

George C. Monroe, South Haven 

Christian E. Jentoft, Manistee 

Augustus D. Woodward, Ludington . 

Daniel E. Fuller, Hastings 

Frank M. Prince, Leslie 

William H. Fallon, Grand Haven 

Orlo C. Gregory, Petoskey 

O. B. Gates, Bay City 

Edward D. Magoon, Muskegon 

William H. Hawkins, Reed City 

Albert T. Austin, Flint 

Edward R. Loud, Albion 

Wm. H. Bulkley, Alpena 

Wellington S. Baker, Marine City.. . . 

W. F. Reed, Cheboygan 

Fred. G. Heumann, Traverse City. .. 

E. E. Edwards, Grand Ledge 

Joel Waterbury,Kalamazoo,123 E.Wat 
George B. Rockwell, Williamston .... 

John H. McCallum, Manistique 

Frank Scadden, Crystal Falls 

Louis O. Ludlum, St. Louis 

Wm. E. Davidson, Sault Ste. Marie.. 

John W. Reiser, Cadillac 

John J. Zealand, Houghton 

Charles L. Brainerd, Marquette 

A. L. Smith, Howell 

Conrad C. Casler, Port Huron 

Elwln F. Brown, Iron Mountain 



Elmer H .Knapp, Detroit, 383Howard 

C. B. Turner, Pontiac 
Herbert G. Drew, Dundee 
Chas. Cronk, Jonesville 
George M. Dumond, Coldwater 
John J. Whitnev, Mt. Clemens 
E.McNeal.Battle Creek,87N.Mich.A 
William I. Freeman, Grand Rapids 
P. W. Carpenter, Ypsilanti 
William F. Soule, Ionia. 
Seymour S. DeLaney, Sturgis 
Edward T. Beckhardt, Hillsdale 
Hamilton W. Grenell, Hudson 
Oscar L. Teachout, Adrain 
Charles N. Montague, Niles 
OJ.Hetherington,Saginaw,9340w'n 
Wm. Cochrane, St. Johns 
Arthur S. Nunneley, Portland 
Clarence W. Case, Manchester 
George W. Milner, Big Rapids 
Wm. H. Dorr, Clinton 

Charles R Johnson, Pentwater 
John H. Chase, Lansing 
Lawrence J. Brooks, 314 First St. 
R. A. Barber, Ithaca 
Alfred James, Tecumseh 
H. W. Rowe. Union City 
John C. Nichols, Charlotte 

D. G. Snyder, Three Rivers 
Arileous J. King, Corunna 
James B. Starker, Holly 
Arthur C. Holland, Lapeer 
Wm. H. Butcher, Lawrence 
Leonard B. Merchant, St. Joseph 
R. J. Madill, South Haven 

A. R. Swartz, Manistee 
Frank P. Dun well, Ludington 
M. W. Riker, Hastings 
Samuel J. Helme, Leslie 
Frederick Pfaff , Grand Haven 
Converse C. Eddy, Petoskey 
C. L. Fox, Bay City 
Peter O. Holthe, Muskegon 
Ira A. Gilbert, Reed City 
John McKercher, Flint 
F. Laberteaux, Albion 
Charles T. Park, Alpena 
Hiram Calkins, Marine City 
George P. Humphrey, Cheboygan 
William J. Higgins, Traverse City 
Valorus M. Kent, Grand Ledge 
G.J. Pratt, Kalamazoo,515 W. Waln't 
Chas. E. Morrison, Williamston 
Alex Davidson, Manistique 
Clayton W. DeLong, Crystal Falls 
Bayard A. Church, St. Louis 
James H. McDonald, S. S. Marie 
James M. Both well, Cadillac 
Edward W. Presho, Houghton 
Kendall P. Brooks, Marquette 

E. A. Stowe, Howell 

Louis A. Wilson, Port Huron 

R. T. Miller, Iron Mountain 
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ABSTRACT OF RETURNS 



ABSTRACT OF RETURNS. 



Council 



Location 





§ 


T3 




<U 




T3 




S 


4) 


<U 


JD 




a 

s 



s s 



Regular 

Assembly 



37 



Monroe 

Pontiac 

River Raisin 

Jonesville 

Mt. Moriah 

Mt. Clemens 

Zabub 

Tyre 

Union 

Ionia 

Sturgis 

Mt. Ararat 

Putnam 

Adrian 

Niles 

Saginaw 

St. JohDS 

Portland 

Adoniram 

King Solomon. .. 

Clinton 

Oceana 

Lansing 

Jackson 

Ithaca 

Blancbard 

Union City 

Charlotte 

Nebuzaradan 

Corunna 

Holly 

Lapeer 

Lawrence 

St. Joseph 

South Haven 

Manistee 

Ludington 

Giblum 

Leslie 

Grand Haven 

Petoskey 

Bay City 

Muskegon ....... 

Reed City 

Flint 

Albion 

Sahgonahkato ... 

Marine City 

Inverness 

Traverse City 

Grand Ledge.. . . 

Kalamazoo 

Williamston 

Hiawatha 

King Cyrus 

St. Louis 

Sault Ste. Marie 

Cadillac 

David S. Kendall 

Marquette 

Livingston. . . . 
Fred L. Wells 
Darius 



Detroit 

Pontiac 

Dundee 

Jonesville 

Coldwater 

Mt. Clemens. .. 
Battle Creek... 
Grand Rapids. 

Ypsilanti 

Ionia 

Sturgis 

Hillsdale 

Hudson 

Adrian 

Niles 

Saginaw 

St. Johns 

Portland 

Manchester.. .. 

Big Rapids 

Clinton 

Pentwater 

Lansing 

Jackson , 

Ithaca , 

Tecumseh 

Union City 

Charlotte 

Three Rivers., 

Corunna ., 

Holly , 

Lapeer , 

Lawrence ..... 

St. Joseph 

South Haven., 

Manistee , 

Ludington 

Hastings , 

Leslie 

Grand Haven. 

Petoskey 

Bay City 

Muskegon 

Reed City 

Flint 

Albion , 

Alpena 

Marine City. ., 
Cheboygan ... 
Traverse City 
Grand Ledge., 
Kalamazoo ... 
Williamston .. 
Manistique . ., 
Crystal Falls.. 

St. Louis , 

Sault St. Marie 
Cadillac .... 
Houghton . . 
Marquette . . 

Howell 

Port Huron. 
Iron Mountain. 



16 



35iri 
...'13 



62 

11 
105 
1*3 
189 

70 „ 
112l 
157 



$304 
32 

18 
10 
37 
27 
27 
94 
54 
42 
11 
34 

8 
27 
20 
50 
36 

9 
24 
16 

8 

9 
46 
62 
24 
23 
90 
90 
11 
20 
14 
20 
54 
26 
29 
18 
28 

8 
14 
15 
28 
45 
38 
17 
33 
42 
21 
16 
12 
44 
13 
46 
10 
22 
13 
17 
19 
16 
67 
21 

4 
38 



Second Monday. 
Mon. on or bef. fi 
Wed. on or bef. (L 
Second Thur. aft.© 

Third Monday 

Second Thursday.. 
First Wednesday.. 

Call of T. S. M 

Third Wednesday. 
Third Thursday... 
Tuesday after ©. . . 
Second Monday... 
First Friday aft. © 
Thursday after ©. 
Thursday after ©. 

First Monday 

Wednesday bef. © 
Wed. on or bef. © 
Tuesday after ©... 

First Tuesday 

Thurs. on or bef. © 

Third Monday 

First Thursday... 

Second Friday 

Tuesday after ©.. 
Tues. on or befT © 
Wed. on or bef. © 
First Thursday ©. 
1st Th. on or bef. © 
Third Thursday.. 
Third Wednesday 

First Friday 

Thursday after © 
Thursday after © 
Friday on or bef. © 

Third Friday 

Second Monday.. 

First Monday 

Second Thursday 

First Friday 

First Monday 

Second Monday.. 

Second Friday 

Third Friday 

First Monday 

Fourth Friday 

First Thursday.. . 
First Wednesday 
Wednesday after © 

First Friday 

Monday after©... 
First Thurs. aft. © 
First Monday... 
Third Friday... 
First Tuesday. . 
Fourth Wednesday 

Second Friday 

Third Tuesday.. . 
Third Thursday. . 
Second Wednesday 
Tues. on or bef. © 
First Monday... 



23 
5 
5 
3 

17 
2, 

11 

2 

a 

1 

10 
3 
& 
3 

15 

g 

4 
1 
3 
3 
I 
10- 
10 
4 
3 
6 
4 
4 
3 
3 
4 
6 

4 
6 
2 

8- 
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RECAPITULATION 

Number of Councils 63 

Number making returns 63 

Total membership 1906 with corrections 6415 

Passed the Circle in the year 493 

Affiliated 43 

Restored 24 

Total membership and gains 6975 

Died ; 105 

Dimitted 48 

Suspended .39 

Total losses 192 

Total membership of Councils Dec. 27, 1907 6783 

Net gain for the yeari 368 

Number Emeritus members 290 

Total dues paid in 1907 $1,973,25 

Numbers of defunct Councils: 2, 7, 14, 17, 22, 28, 30, 31, 40, 
41, 47, 66. 
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HISTORICAL REGISTER OF COUNCILS. 



No. 



Council 



Location 



Date of 
Dispensation 



Date of 
Charter 



Revoked or 
Surrendered 



Remarks 



17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 

38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
UD 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 



Monroe 

St. Clair 

Pontiac 

River Raisin . 
J ones vj lie .... 
Mt. Moriah... 
Three Rivers. 
Mt. Clemens . 

Zabud 

Tyre 

Union 

Ionia 

Sturgis 

Hiram 

Mt. Ararat 

Putnam 



Detroit 

St. Clair 

Pontiac 

Dundee 

Jonesville 

Coldwater 

Three Rivers.. 
Mt. Clemens .. 
Battle Creek . . 
Grand Rapids. 

Ypsilanti 

Ionia 

Sturgis 

Marshall 

Hillsdale 

Hudson 



1855, 
1856, 
1856, 



None . 



Conn 

Conn 

Conn 

1859 

1859 



Oct. 6, 
Jan. 7, 



1860. 
1860. 
1860. 
1861. 
1861. 
1861. 
1862. 
1864. 
1865. 



May 12, 

May 12, 

May 12, 

"an. 10, 

an. 10, 

10, 

10, 

an. 8, 

an. 8, 

an. 8, 

June 5, 

June 5, 

June 5, 

June 3, 

June 7, 

June 7, 



1857 
1857 
1857 
1860 
1860 
1860 
1860 
1861 
1861 
1861 
1861 
1861 
1861 
1863 
1865 
1865 



Rev. 1878 . 



Rechartered by G. C. 
Records not returned 
Rec. by G. C. 1858 
Rem. fm. Monroe 1892 
Ch. burned Dec. 1864 



Arr. Dec. 15, 1882 



Rem'ved from Romeo 



Genesee 

Adrian 

Niles 

Saginaw 

St. Johns 

Mosiac 

Portland 

Adoniram 

King Solomon 

Clinton , 

Oceana 

Dowagiac 

Lansing 

Northville 

Reading 

Jackson 

Ithaca 

Blanchard 

Union City 

Charlotte 

Nebuzaradan.. 



Fentonville 

Adrian 

Niles 

Saginaw 

St. Johns 

Petersburg 

Portland 

Manchester . .. 

Big Rapids 

Clinton 

Pentwater 

Dowagiac 

Lansing 

Northville 

Reading 

Jackson 

Ithaca 

Tecumseh 

Union City 
Charlotte 



Jan. 28. 1865 
Aug. 15, 1865 
Jan. 10, 1866 

None 

1867, 
July, 



1867. 
1867. 
1868 
1868 



Corunna 

Holly 

Bronson 

Centreville 

Lapeer , 

Lawrence 

St. Joseph 

South Haven.. 

Manistee 

Newaygo , 

Ludington 

Giblum 

Leslie 

Grand Haven. 

Petoskey 

Bay City 

Muskegon 

Edmore 

Reed City...... 

Flint 

Albion 

Sagonahkato ., 
Marine City . .. 

Inverness 

Traverse City . 
Grand Ledge.. 
Kalamazoo .... 
Williamston. .. 

Hiawatha 

Marquette 

King Cyrus 

St. Louis 

Sit. Ste. Marie. 

Grayling 

Cadillac 

D.S.Kendall.. 

Marquette 

Livingston . .. 
Fred L. Wells. 
Darius 



Three Rivers. 



Corunna 

Holly 

Bronson 

Centreville .... 

Lapeer 

Lawrence 

St. Joseph 

South Haven.. 

Manistee 

Newaygo 

Ludington 

Hastings 

Leslie 

Grand Haven . 

Petoskey 

Bay City 

Muskegon 

Edmore 

Reed City 

Flint 

Albion 

Alpena 

Marine City ... 
Cheboygan .... 
Traverse City . 
Grand Ledge.. 
Kalamazoo .... 
Williamston. .. 
Manistique . . . 

Marquette 

Crystal Falls.. 

St. Louis 

Sit. Ste. Marie 

Grayling 

Cadillac 

Houghton 
Marquette 

Howell 

Port Huron 

Iron Mountain 



March, 

une, 

uly 14, 

*one 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Sept. 23, 1870. 
Oct. 8, 1870. 

None 

None 

Mar. 19, 1872. 
May 14, 1872 

Feb. 18, 1874 

None 

Mar. 2, 1875 
May 1, 1875 
Oct. 1, 1875 
Oct. 9, 1875 
Nov. 28, 1875 
Dec. 4, 1875 

None 

Aug. 4, 1875 
May 23, 1876 
Aug. 17, 1876 
May 12, 1877 
Mar. 18, 1881 
Sept 13,1881 
Nov. 13, 1883 
Dec. 25, 1884 
Feb. 6, 1888 
Mar. 9, 1889 

None 

Nov. 18, 1890 

None 

Mar. 16, 1892 
Sept. 2, 1892. 
Oct. 11. 1895 
Nov. 19, 1895 
Nov. 29, 1895 
Dec. 13, 1895 
Mar. 10, 1896. 
May 4, 1896. 
Oct. 22, 1896. 
Tune 24, 1897. 

None 

None 

Sept. 12, 1899. 
Feb. 24, 1906. 
Feb. 27, 1906. 
Apr. 12, 1906. 
Feb. 23, 1907 
July 22, 1907. 



1865 

1866 
1866 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1868 



1870 
1870, 
1870. 
1870, 
1871. 
1871. 
1871. 
1871. 
1873. 
1873. 

1875. 
1875. 
1876. 
1876. 
1876. 
1876 
1876. 
1876. 
1876. 
1877. 
1877. 
1877. 
1878. 
1882 
1882. 
1884 
1885. 



1890. 
1891. 



1897. 
1897. 
1897. 
1898. 
1898. 
1899. 
1900. 
1906. 
1906. 
1906. 
1907. 
1908. 



Rev. Dec. 15, 1882 



Charter burned 1862 



Sur. Oct. 23, 1877 
Arr. Jan. 7, 1889 



Restored 1891. Chd. 
name from Hudson 
1896 



Rev. Dec. 28, 1877 



Records not returned 
Ch. burned Mar. 1885 



Arr. Dec. 15, 1882 



Rev. Feb. 17, 1901 
Arr. Dec. 15, 1882 



Records not returned 



Surrendered 1877 



Restored Jan. 20, 1893 



Removed from Con- 
stantino 1889 
Ch. b'nd.Dec.24,1902 



Rev. Feb. 19, 1900 
Arr. Dec. 15, 1882 



Arr. Jan. 12, 1884 



Records not returned 



Disp. revoked . . . 



Records not returned 



Rev. Jan. 16, 1900 



Records not returned 
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EDMUND METCALF, 

Grand Sentinel of Arkansas, 

Died in Medway, Massachusetts, July 19, 1907. 



JOSEPH STEPHEN STOKES, 

Past Grand Master of Connecticut, 

Died in Meriden, June 20, 1907. 



WILLIAM HENRY PARMELEE, 

Past Grand Master of Connecticut, 

Died in Collinsville, November 28, 1907. 



DWIGHT WAUGH, 
Past Grand Master of Connecticut, 
Died in Stamford, February 20, 1908. 



WILLIAM HARVEY PAUL, 

Grand Marshal of Illinois, 
Died in Danville, May 15, 1907. 
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PHILANDER W. BARCLAY, 

Past Grand Master of Illinois, 

Died in Cairo, July 6, 1907. 



ALMOND LEROY HAMILTON, 

Grand Principal Conductor of Work of Illinois, 

Died in Chicago, June 15, 1907. 



JAMES W. BOWERS, 

Past Grand Master of Maryland, 

Died in Baltimore, January 8, 1908 



THOMAS MONTGOMERY, 

Grand Recorder of Minnesota, 

Died in St. Paul, June 7, 1907. 



NOAH MONROE GIVAN, 

Past Grand Master of Missouri, 

Grand Treasurer of Missouri, 

Died in Harrisonville, October 3, 1907. 
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WILLIAM RAENS STUBBLEFIELD, 

Past Grand Master of Missouri, 

Died in Chicago, January 10, 1908. 



GEORGE W. LININGER, 

Past Grand Master of Nebraska, 

Died in Omaha, June 8, 1907. 



GEORGE VAN VLIET, 

Grand Recorder of New York, 

Died in New York City, November 1, 1907. 



DAVID C. WINEGARNER, 

Past Grand Master of Ohio, 

Died in Newark, June 17, 1907. 



ROBERT V. HAMPSON, 

Grand Treasurer of Ohio, 

Died in Salem, January 14, 1908. 
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Deaths K 


Jn Hfonuiriam 


>R THE 


.EPORT 


ed to the Grand Council fc 






Year 1907. 




Council 


Name 




Monroe 


No. 


1... Thomas Adams 


..Jan. 8 


u 


u 


". . .George Davis * 


. Jan. 25 


*t 


tt 


". . .John L. Lauber 


. Jan. 27 


u 


u 


". . .William T. Hurd 


..Mar. 5 


a 


a 


". . .William H. Martin . . . 


..Mar. 18 


a 


a 


"... Stephen Pratt 


..Mar. i) 


a 


" 


". . .John A. Preston 


..Apr. 1 


a 


u 


"... David Patterson 


. . Apr. 2 


a 


u 


"...Thomas Orr 


..Apr. 17 


a 


a 


"...John C. Goodrich 


. . May 3 


u 


a 


". . .James McKenzie 


. . May 21 


tt 


u 


". . .Hila L. Alderman 


.June 14 


tt 


« 


". . .Albert E. Carrier 


July 4 


tt 


" 


"... William I. Bolt 


. . Aug. 6 


tt 


tt 


"...Cornelius W. Burrows . 


..Aug. 13 


tt 


" 


"...Charles G. P. Mastin . 


..Aug. 30 


tt 


. . " 


". . .Charles E. Mains 


. . Sept. 3 


tt 


u 


". . .James Y. Rendall 


..Sept. 10 


tt 


a 


". . John B. Cousins 




tt 


" 


". . .Walter W. Smith 




tt 

Pontiac 


No. 


"... Emil Elenger 


..Feb. 9 


3. . . Clarence A. Palmer . . . 


tt 


tt 


"... George Swayze 


1905 


u 


tt 


"...A. W. Tanner 




Jonesville 


No. 


5. . .Clinton P. Delevan . . . 


..Feb. 2 


Mt. Moriah 


No. 


6. . . Sylvester A. Twist .... 


. . May 25 


u 


u 


"... Orville D. Stone 


. . Dec. 31 


Tyre 


No. 


10. . . Edgar J. Adams 


..Nov. 28 


u 


tt 


"...Andrew B. Coffinberry 


..Oct. 28 
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Council 



Tyre 



Union 



No. 10. 



« tt 



u a 



tt tt 



No. ii. 



Ionia 


No. 


12. 


Sturgis 


No. 


13. 


Putnam 


No. 


16 


Adrian 


No. 


18. 


(i 


u 


a 


u 


tt 


tt 


Niles 


No. 


19. 


tt 


« 


tt 


Saginaw 


No. 


20 


St. Johns 


No. 


21 


tt 


a 


tt 


« 


tt 


it 


Adoniram 


No. 


24 


tt 


a 


a 


u 


tt 


a 


King Solomon 


No. 


25 


Clinton 


No. 


26 


tt 


u 


it 


Lansing 


No. 


29 


n 


it 


tt 


Jackson 


No. 


32 


a 


a 


tt 


tt 


tt 


tt 


Union City 


No. 


35 


Charlotte 


No. 


36 



Name 

.Charles A. Greenman ...Jan. 23 

. Ernest W. Johnson Mar. 7 

. W. S. Kenise Mar. 5 

. George W. Mills Sept. 17 

. Andrew J. Stebbins Sept. 13 

.Luther J. Stevenson Nov. 22 

. Nestel B. Scribner Dec. 28 

.Charles F. R. Bellows. ..Apr. 16 

. H alsev B. Jenks Jan. 19 

. Nelson J. Keyer Jan. 19 

. George W. Kishlar July 13 

.Charles L. Stevens Jan. 30 

. Louis B adglev Nov. 16 

.John Martin Blackburn . June 

.Amarisa T. Nichols Dec. 13 

John O. Maxwell ..Feb. 10 

. Frank G. Stebbins Feb. 26 

. Henry A. Ringman June 30 

. Fred H. Bixby July 14 

. Henry Chamberlain Feb. 9 

. Chester B. Jones Dec. 8 

. Warner Bunday Apr. 11 

. William H. Krepps Feb. 17 

. Fred F. Murdock Nov. 1 

. Henry C. Calhoun Dec. 3 

. Heman M. Woods Sept. 2 

. Arthur G. Case Aug. 20 

. George W. Jefferson Nov. 5 

.Benjamin G. Woodward .June 21 

.Franklin D. Lancaster ..Aug. 4 

. Frank G. Churchill Jan. 21 

. William H. String Mar. 17 

J. B. Frost 

.H. C. Nichol Apr. 18 

. Charles Worden July 14 

Jonathan Johnson May 2 

Joseph H. Bacon Dec. 23 
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Council 




Name 






Charlotte 


No. 


36. 


. . Curtis A. Day 


. July 


18 


(i 


tt 


a 


. . Earl O. Nye 






Corunna 


No. 


38. 


. . Thomas Tinsley 


. . Mar. 


6 


Holly 


No. 


39- 


. . S. H. Baird 


. July 


6 


Lawrence 


No. 


43- 


. . A. W. Rogers 


. . Mar. 


17 


Manistee 


No. 


46. 


. .Jacob Aarons 


• July 


13 


it 


tt 


ft 


. . Louis E. Morris 


• July 


5 


Ludington 


No. 


48. 


. . Gay F. Sperry 


.July 


4 


Leslie 


No. 


50. 


. . Hiram B. Elliott 


. .May 


30 


u 


a 


". 


. . Horace Haines 


. .Aug. 


12 


Grand Haven 


No. 


51. 


. . August M. Ferguson . . . 


. Jan. 


20 


Petoskey 


No. 


52. 

it 


. . Raymond E. Hull 

..Albert L. Hatheway... 


..Feb. 


15 


u 


a 


tt 


. . John McNaughton 






Bay City 


No. 


53- 


. . Benson Conklin 






tt 


u 


tt 


. . John Hughes 






a 


tt 


tt 


. . Fred A. Nichols 






« 


« 


tt 


. Horace P. Warfield . . . 






Muskegon 


No. 


54- 


..John L. Murray 


..May 


5 


" 


tt 


". 


. . Edward F. Parker 


..Dec 


27 


Reed City 


No. 


55- 


. . Orson R. Bush 






Flint 


No. 


56. 


. Charles H. Hosler .... 


.Jan. 


7 


tt 


" 


". 


. Charles J. Lewis 


. . Apr. 


17 


Albion 


No. 


57- 


. Frank Reed 


. . Apr. 


4 


it 


" 


tt 


.Charles W. Dalrymple 


. .May 


20 


Inverness 


No. 


60. 


.William F. DePuy .... 


. . Sept. 


22 


tt 


u 


tt 


. Ira C. Williams 


. . Sept. 


21 


Traverse City 


No. 


6l. 


.James P. Canavan 






Kalamazoo 


No. 


63- 


. Jollie Allen 


. . Nov. 


2 


a 


tt 


". 


. Horace S. Davis 


. . Nov. 


26 


tt 


tt 


tt 


.A. Willis Abercrombie . 


. . Dec. 


19 


Hiawatha 


No. 


6s- 


.William McCallum ... 


..Mar. 


28 


King Cyrus 


No. 


67. 


. Martin Bach 


. . Apr, 


18 


St. Louis 


No. 


68. 


. Frederick Frosch 


• July 


10 


tt 


" 


". 


. Samuel I. Harrison 


.Jan. 


4 


S. S. Marie 


No. 


69. 


. Frank E. Ketchune 


..Feb. 


21 


a 


tt 


tt 


.John McNaughton 


..May 


11 


Cadillac 


No. 


70. 


. Henry J. Dunn 


..Aug. 


10 


Marquette 


No. 


72. 


.Thomas Scadden 


..May 


16 
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LOCATION OF COUNCILS 



Alphabetically Arranged 



Location 

Adrian 

Albion 

Alpena 

Battle Creek 
Bay City 
Big Rapids . . 

Cadillac 

Charlotte 

Cheboygan . . 

Clinton 

Coldwater . . 
Corunna 



County Name and Number. 

. . .Lenawee Adrian, 19 

. . . Calhoun Albion, 57 

. . .Alpena Sah-gon-ah-ka-to, 58 

. . . Calhoun Zabud, 9 

...Bay Bay City, 53 

. . . Mecosta King Solomon, 25 

. . .Wexford Cadillac, 70 

. . . Eaton Charlotte, 36 

. . . Cheboygan Inverness, 60 • 

. . .Lenawee Clinton, 26 

. . . Branch Mt. Moriah, 6 

. . . Shiawassee Corunna, 38 

Crystal Falls Iron King Cyrus, 67 

Detroit Wayne Monroe, 1 

Dundee Monroe River Raisin, 4 

Flint Genesee Flint, 56 

Grand Haven Ottawa Grand Haven, 51 

Grand Ledge Eaton Grand Ledge, 62 

Grand Rapids Kent Tyre, 10 

Hastings Barry Giblum, 49 

Hillsdale Hillsdale Mt. Ararat, 15 

Houghton Houghton David S. Kendall, 72 

Holly Oakland Holly, 39 

Howell i Livingston Livingston, 73 

Hudson Lenawee Putnam, 16 

Ionia Ionia Ionia, 12 

Iron Mountain Dickinson Darius, 75 

Ithaca Gratiot Ithaca, 33 

Jackson Jackson Jackson, 32 

Jonesville Hillsdale Jonesville, 5 

Kalamazoo Kalamazoo Kalamazoo, 63 

Lansing Ingham Lansing, 29 

Lapeer Lapeer Lapeer, 42 

Lawrence Van Buren Lawrence, 43 
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Location County Name and Number. 

Leslie Ingham Leslie, 50 

Ludington Mason Ludington, 48 

Manchester Washtenaw Adoniram, 24 

Manistee Manistee Manistee, 46 

Manistique Schoolcraft Hiawatha, 65 

Marine City St. Clair Marine City, 59 

Marquette Marquette Marquette, 71 

Mt. Clemens Macomb Mt. Clemens, 8 

Muskegon Muskegon Muskegon, 54 

Niles Berrien Niles, 19 

Pentwater Oceana Oceana, 27 

Petoskey Emmet Petoskey, 52 

Pontiac Oakland Pontiac, 3 

Portland Ionia Portland, 23 

Port Huron St. Clair Fred L. Wells, 74 

Reed City Osceola Reed City, 55 

Saginaw Saginaw Saginaw, 20 

St. Johns Clinton St. Johns, 21 

St. Joseph Berrien St. Joseph, 44 

St. Louis Gratiot St. Louis, 68 

Saulte Ste. Marie . .Chippewa Sault Ste. Marie, 69 

South Haven Van Buren South Haven, 45 

Sturgis St. Joseph Sturgis, 13 

Tecumseh Lenawee Blanchard, 34 

Three Rivers St. Joseph Nebuzaradan, 37 

Traverse City Grand Traverse Traverse City, 61 

Union City Branch Union City, 35 

Williamston Ingham Williamston, 64 

Ypsilanti Washtenaw Union, 11 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COUNCILS BY COUNTIES 



No. Name. Location. 

ALPENA. ■ 

58 — Sa-gon-ah-ka-to . . . Alpena 

BARRY. 

49— Giblum Hastings 

. BAY. 

53— Bay City Bay City 

BERRIEN. 

19— Niles Niles 

44 — St. Joseph St. Joseph 

BRANCH. 

6— Mt. Moriah Coldwater 

35 — Union City Union City 

CALHOUN. 

9— Zabud Battle Creek 

57— Albion Albion 

CHEBOYGAN. 

60 — Inverness Cheboygan 

CHIPPEWA. 

69— S. Ste. Marie, S. Ste. Marie 

CLINTON. 

21 — St. Johns St. Johns 

DICKINSON. 

75 — Darius Iron Mountain 

EATON. 

36— Charlotte Charlotte 

62 — Grand Ledge... Gd. Ledge 

. EMMET. 

52 — Petoskey Petoskey 

GENESEE. 

26— Flint Flint 

GRAND TRAVERSE. 

61 — Traverse City. .Trav. City 

GRATIOT. 

33 — Ithaca Ithaca 

68 — St. Louis St. Louis 

HILLSDALE. 

5 — Jonesville Jonesville 

15 — Mt. Ararat Hillsdale 

HOUGHTON. 

72— D. S. Kendall ..Houghton 

INGHAM. 

29 — Lansing Lansing 

50 — Leslie Leslie 

64 — Williamston . . Williamston 

IONIA. 

12 — Ionia Ionia 

23 — Portland Portland 

IRON. 

67 — King Cyrus. .Crystal Falls 

JACKSON. 

32 — Jackson Jackson 

KALAMAZOO. 

63 — Kalamazoo Kalamazoo 

KENT. 

10 — Tyre Grand Rapids 



No. Name. Location. 

LAPEER. 

42 — Lapeer Lapeer 

LENAWEE. 

16 — Putnam Hudson 

18 — Adrian Adrian 

26 — Clinton Clinton 

34 — Blanchard Tecumseh 

LIVINGSTON. 

73 — Livingston Howell 

MACOMB. 

8 — Mt. Clemens . . Mt. Clemens 

MANISTEE. 

46— Manistee Manistee 

MARQUETTE. 

7 1 — Marquette ..... Marquette 

MASON. 

48 — Ludington Ludington 

MECOSTA. 

25 — King Solomon. Big Rapids 

MONROE. 

4 — River Raisin Dundee 

MUSKEGON. 

54 — Muskegon Muskegon 

OAKLAND. 

3 — Pontiac Pontiac 

39— Holly Holly 

OCEANA. 

27 — Oceana Pentwater 

OSCEOLA. 

55— Reed City Reed City 

OTTAWA. 

51 — Grand Haven . .Gd. Haven 

SAGINAW. 

20 — Saginaw Saginaw 

ST. CLAIR. 

59 — Marine City . . Marine City 
74— Fred L. Wells. Port Huron 

ST. JOSEPH. 

13 — Sturgis Sturgis 

37 — Nebuzaradan Three Rivers 

SCHOOLCRAFT. 

65 — Hiawatha Manistee 

SHIAWASSEE. 

38 — Corunna Corunna 

VAN BUREN. 

43 — Lawrence Lawrence 

45 — South Haven... So. Haven 

WASHTENAW. 

1 1 — Union Ypsilanti 

24 — Adoniram Manchester 

WAYNE. 

1 — Monroe Detroit 

WEXFORD. 

70 — Cadillac Cadillac 
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GRAND OFFICERS. 

Most Illustrious Grand Masters 



Yeab 



Name 



Residence 



Remakes 



1858 

J lP 
i860 

1861 

1861 

1862 

1863 

1864 

1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 
1874 

%l 
1877 
1878 

1880 
1 881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 

1891 

1892 

1894 

z 

1897 
1898 
1899 

1900 
1901 
1902 

1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 

1907 

1908 

Hon. 



Nathan B. Carpenter 

<< << 

Francis Darrow 

<c << 

John Clark 

D. Burnham Tracy — 
Edward A. Elliott. . . 

Garra B. Noble 

David Bovee 

Seaman L. Dart 

Wm.S. Edwards. ... 

Joseph T. Hay den 

Chas. H. Putnam 

Oliver L. Spaulding. 
Ebenezer Sprague — 
H.Shaw Noble 

Wm. Brown 

<< << 

Mortimer Mansfield 

George Hill, Jr, 

John R. Everard 

Andrew J. Utley — 

Hugh McCurdy 

David Woodward . . . 
Rufus C. Hathkway. . , 

Wm. G. Hudson 

Geo. H. Greene 

James H. Cummins 

Geo. H. Stephenson. . , 

Alfred Baldrey , 

Alfred G. Gulley 

Allen McKee 

Thomas G. Greene 

Travers Phillips 

Chas. R. Bagg 

Horace E. Hatch 

Frank N. Clark 

Emerson M. Newell. 

George A. Cross 

George P. McMahon. 

Loyd B. Hess 

Chas. M. Norton 

George D. Smith 

Richard A. Catton 

Ithamer T. Smith 

Byron C.Hill 

iOHN H. KlNGSLEY 
)allas D. Alton 

Bayard A. Church 

Arthur H. McCloud. 

Frank O. Gilbert 

Chas. H. Patterson. . 
William Wente 



Detroit . 
Pontiac . 



St. Clair. 
Detroit . 



Coldwater . . . 
<< 

Hillsdale. !!! 



Hudson 

St. Johns 

Lyons . 

Monroe 

Battle Creek. 

Coldwater. 

Portland 

Jackson 

St. Louis , 

Corunna 

Clinton , 

Ionia , 

Ludington 

Lansing 

Holly 

St. Johns 

St. Joseph 

South Haven. 

Manistee 

Centreville . . 

Hastings 

Detroit 



Died 1867 

Died April 11, 1873 
(< {< a 

Died February 19, 1876 
Died February 19, 1906 
Died November 15, 1880 
Died February 9, 1897 
Died July 19, 1000 
Died February 8, 1883 
402 W. Rand'ph St., Chi. 
Died April 24, 1898 
Died May 15, 1895 
Now in Washington, D.C. 
Died January 2, 1892 
Suspended by G. L. 1807 
Died September 23, 18& 
Died September 23, 1880 
Died December 20, 1883 
400 >£ N.Main,LosAng,C'l 
Died November 22, 1891 
Died November 10, 1905 



Died December 9, 1896 



Died June 24, 1899 

297 Commonw'lth A. D't 

Died September 27, 1901 

Now in Detroit 

Agri. College, Storrs, Ct. 

34 Arthur St. 



Northville 

Holly 

Lawrence 

Grand Rapids. 



Died August 17, 1899 
47 Cadillac Square 



Now in Fenton 



Lansing 

Muskegon . . 

Detroit 

Hudson 

Tackson 

Manchester. 
Fremont . . 
St. Louis. . 

Detroit 

Bay City.... 
Jackson 
Manistee . . . 



F. & M. Ins. Co., Detroit 
Died June 10, 1901 



Died January 9, 1903 
E. Toledo, O. 
Died April 15, 1905 



1 1 1 1 Majestic Bldg. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LIST OF GRAND OFFICERS. 217 

Grand Officers of the Grand Council of Michigan 



Year 



D. I. G. P. 



G. T. I. 



G. P. C. of W. 



1858 

l lP 
i860 

1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
.1873 



Simeon B. Brown 
Simeon B. Brown 
John Clark 

D. Burnham Tracy 

E. A. Elliott. . . . 
Garra B. Noble.. 

David Bovee 

Seaman L. Dart . . 
Edw. D. Benedict 
Wm. Walker. ... 
Oliver L. Spaulding 
Oliver L. Spaulding 
Ebenezer Sprague . 
H.Shaw Noble.... 

Wm. Brown 

Mort. Mansfield. . . 



1 Frank Darrow . . . 
' Frank Darrow . . . 
h D. Burnham Tracy 
> B. F. Doughty . . . 
^ Garra B.Noble... 
'' David Bovee . . 

■ Seaman L. Dart . 

■ Edw. D. Benedict 
W.S.Edwards... 

; J. T. Hayden. ... 
J. W. Champlin . . 
Ebenezer Sprague 
H.Shaw Noble... 

Wm. Brown 

Mort. Mansfield . . 
Edward M. Doan. 



R. W. Davis 

* John Clark 

* B. F. Doughty 

* Ebenezer Sprague 

* David Bovee 

* Seaman L. Dart 

* Edw. D. Benedict. 
W. S. Edwards 

* Wm. Walker 
William F. King 

* M. Walter 

t H. Shaw Noble 

* Wm. Brown 

* Alfred I. Sawyer 

* Edward M. Doan 
t George Hill, Jr. 



Officers Under the Constitution as Amended in 1874 



Year Dfputy G. Master 



G. P. of Work 



Grand Treasurer 



1874 
1876 

%l 
!S? 

1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 

^ 3 

1890 

1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 

1003 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 



* Mort. Mansfield 

% George Hill, Jr 

* J. R. Everard . .. . 

* Andrew J. Utley . 

* C. W. Strait 

David Woodward . . . 

* Rufus C. Hatheway . 
Wm. G. Hudson . . . 

* George H. Greene. . 
James. H. Cummins 
G. H. Stephenson. . . 

Alfred Baldrey 

Alfred G. Gulley . . . 
Allen McKee 
Thos. G. Greene . . . 

* Sanford Hunt 

* Marcus D.Elliott. .. 
Horace E. Hatch. . . 
Frank N. Clark .... 
E. M. Newell 

•Geo. A. Cross 

Geo. P. McMahon . . 

Loyd B. Hess 

Charles M. Norton. . 
Geo. D. Smith 

* Richard A. Catton . . 
% Ithamer T.Smith... 

* Byron C. Hill 

John H. Kingsley. . . 

Dallas D. Alton 

Bayard A. Church . . 
Arthur H. McCloud 
Frank O. Gilbert . . . 
Chas. H. Patterson . . 
Emory Townsend . . 



♦Deceased 



I George Hill, Tr 

* J. R. Everard 

* Andrew J. Utley . . . 
*C. B. Reynolds.... 

David Woodward . . 
R. C. Hatheway... 
Wm. G. Hudson 

* George H. Greene. . 
James H. Cummins. 

*G. H. Stephenson.. 

Alfred Baldrey. . . . 
t Alfred G. Gulley . . . 
I Allen McKee 

Thomas Greene 

* Sanford Hunt 

Trovers Phillips. . . 
Chas R. Bagg ... . 

Frank N. Clark 

Emerson M. Newell 

Geo. A. Cross 

Geo. P. McMahon. 

Loyd B. Hess 

Charles M. Norton. 
George D. Smith . . 

* Richard A. Catton. 
X Ithamer T.Smith.. 

* Byron C. Hill 

John H. Kingsley. . 
Dallas D. Alton . . . 
Bayard A. Church 
Arthur H. McCloud 
Frank O. Gilbert . . 
Chas.H. Patterson. 
Emory Townsend. . 
Wm. P. Perry 



* E. A. Elliott 



t H. Shaw Noble 



* Geo. H. Greene 



Chas. M. Norton 



^Removed from Jurisdiction 



tSuspended 
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LIST OF GRAND OFFICERS. 



Tear 


Grand Treasures 


Grand Recorder Grand Chaplain 


i8s8 


* Ezra Rood 


* Nath'l. P. Jaco 


bs. . . * George B. Engle 


i«59 


it u 


u u 


... * George B. Engle 


i860 


u u 


U ii 


. . . * L. H. Corson 


1861 


u tt 


it ii 


... * Francis A. Blades 


1862 


tt u 


* Oliver Bourke ' 


S. Caulkins 


1863 


u tt 


it u 


D. B. Lyon 


1864 


ti ii 


u u 


Sylvester Caulkins 


186s 


it ii 


ii ii 


* L. H. Corson 


1866 


? Joseph T. Hayden . . 
*Wm. Barclay 


u u 


* B. F. Doughty 


1867 


tt u 


1 Garret E. Peters 


1868 


it u 


u tt 


Garret E. Peters 


I869 


u u 


tt it 


; Garret E. Peters 


1870 


44 ** 


it it 


|* Jermy Boynton 


1871 


it tt 


* Garra B. Noble 


:: A. J. Davis 


1872 


* Edward A. Elliott.. 


tt u 


;: A. J. Davis 


1873 


ti tt 


it M 


:: A. J. Davis 




Officers Under thi 


e Constitution 


as Amended in 1874 



Year 


Grand Recorder 


Grand Chaplain 


G. Capt. of Guard 


1874 


* Garra B. Noble . . . 


t A. J. Davis 


* Andrew T. Utley 

* Andrew J. Utley 


l l 7 l 


ti ii 


* Benj. F. Doughty. . 


1876 


tt u 


tt tt 


* C. B. Reynolds 


1877 


it tt 


Ct tt 


* C. W. Strait 


1878 


tt it 


tt u 


Wm. S. Turck 


1879 


tt it 


it tt 


Wm. G. Hudson 


1880 


tt ii 


* Francis A. Blades. 


* Geo. H. Greene 


1881 


it u 


a tt 


Jas. H. Cummins 


1882 


tt tt 


tt tt 


* Geo. H. Stephenson 


1883 


u tt 


tt tt 


Alfred Baldrey 
t Alfred G. Gulley 


1884 


tt it 


tt tt 


1885 


m tt 


tt tt 


J Allen McLee 


1886 


ti it 


44 44 


Thos. G. Greene 


1887 


it tt 


44 44 


* Sanford Hunt 


1888 


ti tt 


tt tt 


Traverse Phillips 


1889 


tt ti 


tt « 


* Marcus D. Elliott 


1890 


ti u 


tt u 


Horace E. Hatch 


1891 


u u 


tt u 


Emerson M. Newell 


1892 


ti tt 


tt tt 


Geo. A. Cross 


1893 


ti ti 


tt tt 


Geo. P. McMahon 


1894 


ti ii 


u tt 


* Loyd B. Hess 


1895 


ti tt 


tt tt 


Chas. M. Norton" 


1896 


tt ti 


tt ti 


Geo. D. Smith 


1897 


* Jeff'n. S. Conover.. 


tt tt 


* Richard A. Catton 


1898 


tt • • tt 


tt tt 


t Ithamer T. Smith 
* Byron C. Hill 


1899 


tt tt 


tt ti 


1900 


U ti 


tt tt 


John H. Kingsley 
. Dallas D. Alton 


1901 


tt tt 


tt tt 


1902 


tt tt 


tt tt 


. % Paul A. Cowgill 


1003 


U a 


tt tt 


Lou B. Winsor 


1004 


Chas A. Conover. . . 


tt tt 


Frank O. Gilbert 


loos 
1006 


« tt 


u tt 


Chas. H. Patterson 


44 44 


J. Ambrose Dunke 


I Emory Townsend 
Wm. P. Perry 


1007 


M tt 


tt tt 


1008 


tt it 


tt tt 


John Nichol 



'Deceased 



% Removed from Jurisdiction 



t Suspended 
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Year 


G. Capt. of Guard 


Grand Steward 


Grand Sentinel 


I8q8 


* Theron A. Flower. . 


* A. B. Cudworth .... 


*Chas 


D. Howard 


18SQ 


A. J. Cummings 

* Stephan B. Morse . . 


* A. B. Cudworth .... 


u 


tt 


i860 


* Wm. P. Innes 


u 


tt 


1 861 


* Seaman L. Dart. ... • 


* A. B. Ayres 


it 


it 


1862 


* Chas. H. Putnam. . . 


* A. McCrea 


u 


u 


186^ 


* J. P. Whiting 


H. A. Tillotson 


u 


u 


1864 


* J. P. Whiting 


* A. E. Palmer 


u 


tt 


1865 * J. P. Whiting 


D. H. Baker 


* Wm. 


V. Griffith 


1866 


Wm. F. King 

* Jno. W. Champlin . . 
t H. Shaw Noble .... 


M. Ayres 


u 


u 


1867 


* S. C. Munson 


u 


ti 


1868 


Theo. Beaver 


M 


tt 


i86q 


* J. E. Marvin 


Charles Lowe 


it 


tt 


1870 


J. B. Nixon 


* A. I. Sawyer 


it 


tt 


1871 


* Edward M. Doan. . . 


*C. B.Reynolds.... 
* Andrew J. Utley 


it 


tt 


1872 


I George Hill, Jr. ... 


ti 


tt 


1873 


* A. J. Utley 


♦C.B.Reynolds. . 


it 


ti 







Officers Under the Constitution as Amended in 1874 



Year 



Gd. Con. op Council. 



Grand Steward 



Grand Sentinel 



1874 

l l 7 l 
1876 

1877 
1878 

l lV> 
1880 

1 881 

1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1 891 

1892 

1893 

1894 
1895 
1806 
1897 
1898 
1899 

1900 

IOOI 

1902 

1903 
1004 
1005 
1006 
1007 

1908 



* Jno. R. Everard. . 
C. B. Reynolds... 

T. M. Rice 

Wm. S. Turck . . . 

* R. C. Hatheway . . 

* Geo. H. Greene . . 
Jas. H. Cummins . 
G. H. Stephenson 
Alfred Baldrey. . . 

I Alfred G. Gulley . 
Allen McKee . . . 
Thos. G. Greene . 

* Sanford Hunt .... 
Travers Phillips . 

* Marcus D. Elliott. 

* Chas. R. Bagg . . . 
Frank N. Clark . . 
Geo. A. Cross . . . 
Geo. P. McMahon 

* Loyd B. Hess .... 
Chas. M. Norton . 
Geo. D. Smith . . . 

* Richard A. Catton 
% Ithamer T. Smith 

* Byron C. Hill .... 
John H. Kingsley 
Dallas D. Alton . . 

% Paul A. Cowgill . . 
Bayard A. Church 
Arthur H. McCloud 
Chas. H. Patterson 
Emory Townsend . 

Wm. P.Perry 

John Nichol 

Frank P. Wilcox . . 



*C. B. Reynolds... 

J. M. Rice 

Wm. S. Turck . . . 

* R. C. Hatheway . . 

* Geo. H. Greene . . 
H. L. Anthony . . . 
G. H. Stephenson 
Alfred Baldrey . . . 

X Alfred G. Gulley . 
Edwin M. Adams 
Thos. G. Greene . 

* Sanford Hunt ... . 
Travers Phillips. . 

* Marcus D. Elliott 

* Chas. R. Bagg . . . 
Horace E. Hatch. 

* Parm. S. DeGraff 
Geo. P. McMahon 

* Loyd B. Hess .... 

* Almon G. Bruce . 
George D. Smith . 

* Richard A. Catton 
X Ithamer T. Smith 

* Byron C. Hill . . . 
John H. Kingsley 
Dallas D. Alton . . 

X Paul A. Cowgill . 
Bayard A. Church 
Lou B. Winsor . . . 
Frank O. Gilbert . 
Emory Townsend 
Horace S. Maynard 

John Nichol 

Frank P. Wilcox 



* Wm. V. Griffith ... 



* Alex. McGregor 



James F. McGregor 



* Deceased 



% Removed from Jurisdiction 



t Suspended 
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220 PRESENT ADDRESS OF PAST GRAND MASTERS. 



Past Grand Masters of Grand Council 



Present Address. 



Wm. S. Edwards, P. G. M., 402 W. Randolph St., Chicago, 111. 

Oliver L. Spaulding, P. G. M., Treasury Dept, Washington, D. C. 

Henry Shaw Noble, P. G. M., Monroe, Mich. 

George Hill, P. G. M., 400^ N. Main St., Los Angeles, California. 

Hugh McCurdy, P. G. M., Corunna, Mich. 

David Woodward, P. G. M., Clinton, Mich. 

William G. Hudson, P. G. M., Ludington, Mich. 

James H. Cummins, P. G. M., 297 Commonwealth Ave., Detroit, 

Mich. 
Alfred Baldrey, P. G. M., Majestic Bldg., Detroit, Mich. 
Alfred G. Gulley, P. G. M., Agri. College, Storrs, Conn. 
Allen McKee, P. G. M., 34 Arthur St., Manistee, Mich. 
Thomas G. Greene, P. G. M., Centerville, Mich. 
Travers Phillips, P. G. M., Hastings, Mich. 
Horace E. Hatch, P. G. M., 47 Cadillac Sq., Detroit, Mich. 
Frank N. Clark, P. G. M., Northville, Mich. 
Emerson M. Newell, P. G. M., Fenton, Mich. 
George A. Cross, P. G. M., Lawrence, Mich. 

George P. McMahon, P. G. M., Fire & Mar. Ins. Co., Detroit, Mich. 
Charles M. Norton, P. G. M., Lansing, Mich. 
George D. Smith, P. G. M., Muskegon, Mich. 
Ithamer T. Smith, P. G. M., 851 Willow Ave., Toledo, O. 
John H. Kingsley, P. G. M., Manchester, Mich. 
Dallas D. Alton, P. G. M., Fremont, Mich. 
Bayard A. Church, P. G. M., St. Louis, Mich. 
Arthur H. McCloud, P. G. M., mi Majestic Bldg., Detroit, Mich. 
Frank O. Gilbert, P. G. M., 327 Shearer Bldg., Bay City, Mich. 
Charles H. Patterson, P. G. M., E. Main St., Jackson, Mich. 
VVilliam Wente, P. G. H., Manistee, Mich. 
William F. King, P. G. P. C. W., Adrian, Mich. 
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Grand Representatives 

OF SISTER GRAND COUNCILS NEAR THE GRAND COUNCIL OF 
ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS OF MICHIGAN. 



Grand Council Representatives Address 

Alabama .* Will Z. Searle Petoskey 

Arkansas Joseph H. Smith Tecumseh 

California Bayard A. Church St. Louis 

Canada Geo. P. McMahon Detroit 

Colorado Emory Townsend Saginaw 

Connecticut Ithamer T. Smith Hudson 

England and Wales. .Oliver L. Spaulding . ..St. Johns 

Florida Arthur H. McCloud . . Detroit 

Georgia E. H. Pope Traverse City 

Illinois Charles A. Conover . . Coldw?ter 

Indiana ,Geo. P. Griffin Albion 

Indian Territory . . .Marshall L. Campbell. Leslie 

Iowa John H. Kingsley Manchester 

Kansas Martin E. Aulsbrook. . Sturgis 

Kentucky . .. James H. Cummins ...Holly 

Louisiana Oliver L. Spaulding . . St. Johns 

Maine William S. Turck Alma 

Maryland Allen McKee Manistee 

Massachusetts Lou B. Winsor Reed City 

Minnesota Elias C. Phillips St. Louis 

Mississippi Frederick E. Swain ... St. Johns 

Missouri William G. Hudson. . . Ludington 

Nebraska John Nichol Ionia 

New Brunswick George D. Smith Muskegon 

New Hampshire Horace S. Maynard ..Charlotte 

New Jersey Hugh McCurdy Corunna 

New York Emerson M. Newell. . . Fenton 

North Carolina Travers Phillips Hastings 

Ohio George A. Cross Lawrence 

Oregon Charles M. Norton . . . Lansing 

Pennsylvania Frank N. Clark Northville 

Rhode Island David Woodward Clinton 

South Carolina Dorr Darling Jonesville 

Tennessee Frank O. Gilbert Bay City 

Texas Edward Van De Mark. Clinton 

Vermont Theron F. Giddings . . . Detroit 

Washington Wm. R. Dunn Detroit 

Wisconsin Ch as. G. Graham Ithaca 
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Grand Representatives 



OF THE GRAND COUNCIL OF ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS 
MICHIGAN NEAR SISTER GRAND COUNCILS. 



Grand Council Representatives Address 
Alabama Henry Matthews Montgomery- 
Arkansas Cyrus L. Brown Arkadelphia 

California Wm. Monroe Petrie. . . Sacramento 

Colorado Geo. W. Roe Pueblo 

Connecticut Fred H. Waldron New Haven 

England and Wales. .C. Fitzgerald Matier. .M'k Mason's Hall 
Great Queen St., London, W. C. 

Florida Henry K. DuBois Port Orange 

Georgia Y. A. Wright ...Jackson 

Illinois John B. Fithian Joliet 

Indiana John W. Pottinger Laporte 

Indian Territory Connell Rodgers Fort Gibson 

Iowa Wm. D. Irvine Sioux City 

Kansas Thomas G. Fitch Wichita 

Kentucky Samuel Leidigh Louisville 

Louisiana W. H. Wamsley Conshatta 

Maine Ch as. B. Adams Waterville 

Maryland Gustav A. Eitel Baltimore 

Massachusetts Eugene A. Holton Boston 

Minnesota George Forsyth Brainard 

Mississippi J. J. Brooks Benoit 

Missouri W. W. Ross Butler 

Nebraska Daniel H. Wheeler . . Omaha 

New Brunswick Wm. Marshall Black. Wolf ville 

New Hampshire . . .H. L. Sanderson Nashua 

New Jersey Linsley Rowe Jersey City 

New York Wm. Bamber Brooklyn 

North Carolina T. C. Linn Saulsbury 

Ohio William E. Evans Chillicothe 

Oregon Philip S. Malcolm . . . Portland 

Pennsylvania John S. Sell Greensboro 

Rhode Island Horace K. Blanch ard. Providence 

South Carolina James R. Johnson Charleston 

Tennessee W. T. Thomas Cumberland City 

Texas Chas. F. Smith McGregor 

Vermont Marsh Olin Perkins. . Windsor 

Washington W. A. Acuff Spokane 

Wisconsin David H. Wright Madison 
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ADDRESS OF GRAND RECORDERS. 223 



Address of Grand Recorders 



ALABAMA — George A. Beauchamp, Montgomery. 

ARKANSAS — Fay Hemstead, Masonic Temple, Little Rock. 

CALIFORNIA— Thomas A. Davies, Box 163, Alameda. 

COLORADO — Ernest LeNeve Foster, Masonic Temple, Denver. 

CONNECTICUT— James McCormick, 152 State street, Hartford. 

ENGLAND— C. F. Matier, M'k Mas. Hall, Gt. Q. St., London, W. C. 

FLORIDA— James W. Boyd, Miami. 

GEN. GD. COUNCIL-Henry W. Mordhurst, Fort Wayne. 

GEORGIA— W. A. Wolihin, Macon. 

ILLINOIS — George W. Warvelle, Masonic Temple, Chicago. 

INDIANA — Calvin W. Prather, Masonic Temple, Indianapolis. 

INDIAN TERRITORY— Joseph S. Murrow, Atoka. 

IOWA— Alf. Wingate, Des Moines. 

KANSAS— Albert K. Wilson, Topeka. 

KENTUCKY — Henry B. Grant, Masonic Temple, Louisville. 

LOUISIANA — Richard Lambert, Masonic Temple, New Orleans. 

MAINE— Stephen Berry, Portland. 

MARYLAND— Gustav A. Titel, 152 1 N. Caroline St., Baltimore. 

MASSACHUSETTS— J. Gilman Waite, Masonic Temple, Boston. 

MICHIGAN — Charles A. Conover, Coldwater. 

MINNESOTA-^John Fishel, St. Paul. 

MISSISSIPPI— Frederick Speed, Vicksburg. 

MISSOURI— Robt. F. Stevenson, Odd Fellows' Bldg., St. Louis. 

NEBRASKA— Francis E. White, 1608 Capital Ave., Omaha. 

NEW BRUNSWICK— Dr. Frank A. Godsoe, Saint John. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE— Frank D. Woodbury, Concord. 

NEW JERSEY— Hiram E. Deats, Flemington. 

NEW YORK— Charles T. Lunt, U. S. Treas., New York. 

NORTH CAROLINA— James C. Munds, Wilmington. 

OHIO— William E. Evans, Chillicothe. 

OREGON— Seth L. Pope, Portland 

PENNSYLVANIA— F. W. Martenis, S. B. Nat. B'k, So. Bethlehem 

RHODE ISLAND— William R. Greene, Providence. 

SOUTH CAROLINA— Zimmerman Davis, Charleston. 

TENNESSEE— W. A. Clendening, Nashville. 

TEXAS— John A. Bryan, Cleburne. 

VERMONT— Henry H. Ross, Burlington. 

WASHINGTON— Edward R. Hare, Tacoma. 

WISCONSIN— William W. Perry, Masonic Temple, Milwaukee. 
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ANNUAL REVIEW 



OF 



CRYPTIC MASONRY 

AS IT APPEARS 
IN THE PRINTED PROCEEDINGS. 



PREPARED BY 

Charles A. Conover, Grand Recorder. 



INTRODUCTION. 

To the Cryptic Masons of Michigan who desire the infor- 
mation and to those who do not but should: 
Here follows what I have thought would be of interest 
to some of the members of our beautiful Rite who desire 
to know what is going on in the other Grand Jurisdictions 
but who are not favored with the printed proceedings of 
those jurisdictions. Without a shadow of doubt some of 
you will not care a flip who is Grand Master in Texachu- 
setts nor what he said in his annual address but you might 
be curious to know how they ranked with Michigan, and 
if the Rite was growing in popularity. Or you might not 
give a hurrah who wrote their annual review or whether 
they had any but might want to look at the action taken 
on some important committee report. Well, you see there 
is the rub. The reviewer must attempt to get the meat 
in the kernel on most of the subjects treated and that is 
what I shall attempt to do in this my fifth annual review. 
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ALABAMA, 1907. 

The seventieth annual assembly was held in Montgom- 
ery, December 3, 1907. Again Michigan failed to be rep- 
resented in the catalog of Grand Representatives. 

Grand Master Lyons in opening his annual address 
says : 

"There is nothing new under the sun" may be true, in a full 
and broad sense ; but it applies to the outlines and matter. 

Twenty-six letters in the alphabet and eight notes in the scale 
of music are the outlines of the English language and — to the civi- 
lized — music. 

And yet what webs of fancy, joy or sadness may be woven of 
such limited means ! 

Our annual meetings, and the routine work incident to the 
propogation of the Order are but the outlines to the real pictures of 
pleasure and good-fellowship. 

There is something of soul-inspiration that is bestirred by these 
meetings that contains all the varied shades of sentiment and feeling. 

I would that my city had an active Council ; but this branch of 
Masonry is a plant of too delicate a growth and sublime beauty to 
be planted in a soil that might not sustain it. 

This being the case, I have been deprived of the benefits and 
pleasures that those of you have enjoyed who are blessed by being 
in constant relation with a Council. 

* * * * * * * 

In connection with the matter of the Widows' and Orphans' 
Home for Alabama, too much praise and honor cannot be given our 
beloved Companions, Ben M. Jacobs and George A. Beauchamp. 

After many years of effort and failure, the Home is now an 
assured success. 

It is true others had "blazed the pathway ;" but it is equally true 
that they failed. And it takes a courageous heart to undertake an 
enterprise that has so repeatedly failed — undertake it and carry it to 
success. 

This jurisdiction suffered the loss of its Grand Sen- 
tinel, Charles Alexander Allen, who died September 21, 
1907. He was also Grand Tyler of the Grand Lodge, and 
Grand Sentinel of the Grand Chapter. 

The Committee on Grand Master's address concurred 
in his suggestion that the money raised for the San Fran- 
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cisco sufferers and unexpended be turned over to the 
Widows' and Orphans' fund of the Grand Lodge. 

Grand Recorder Beauchamp added 102 bound volumes 
of proceedings to the library during the year. This juris- 
diction has 463 members, and nine Councils. 

There is no annual review. 

William W. Ransom, Birmingham, Grand Master. 

George A. Beauchamp, Montgomery, Grand Recorder. 



ARKANSAS, 1907. 

One of the finest little pamphlets that has reached my 
hands is the proceedings of Arkansas. It is a work of art 
from front to back cover and they have certainly set a 
good lively pace for some of the larger Grand Councils to 
follow. The cover is an illuminated design in gold, green 
and purple on white, specially engraved. 

An excellent half-tone of C. L. Brown, Grand Master 
elect forms the frontispiece. Companion Brown is the duly 
credited Grand Representative of Michigan and we all join 
in extending congratulations. 

The forty-fourth annual assembly was held in Little 
Rock, November 22, 1907, Grand Master A. F. B. Odren 
presiding, who in opening his annual address said: 

When one year ago you honored me by elevating me to the 
exalted station of Grand Master of this Grand Council, it was my 
firm determination to put into performance of whatever duties there 
might be for me to discharge, the utmost of care, diligence and en- 
thusiasm of which I am capable. I planned out to begin with, that 
I would make a tour of visits to all subordinate Councils to be with 
them in their work and to encourage them as far as my presence 
and my attendance might serve to do. But shortly after my in- 
duction into this high office, and before I had an opportunity to put 
any of my plans into effect, my health became so seriously im- 
paired from exposure doing quarantine duty for the State at 
Texarkana, that it became necessary for me to seek relief by a 
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sojourn in another climate, and accordingly for the period of five 
months I was compelled to leave the State and seek to recuperate 
my health amid the ocean breezes of the Pacific Coast. After 
struggling onward for many weary weeks I was enabled to return 
much benefited but not absolutely restored; and from that point to 
take up again the thread of life and its duties where I had left off 
near a half a year before. In this way I have been prevented from 
carrying out my cherished plans -and my well formulated program 
and I am therefore compelled to appear before you with a record 
of but little done and quite meager accomplishing of what I had 
hoped to do. Yet with all I feel that our Council interests have 
not suffered during the year but have moved along in a fair degree 
of progress. There were faithful officers left behind me when I went 
away, who saw to it that whatever was needed to be done was done. 

This jurisdiction lost its Grand Sentinel, Companion 
Edward Metcalf, and also Past Grand Master, John P. 
Farrar. Dispensations were granted for new Councils at 
Eldorado and Rector. He assigned to Grand Lecturer 
Horsfall's indefatigable labors a large share of the credit 
for the advancement of the Rite in his jurisdiction. He 
closes with just one recommendation and that was that 
the salary of Grand Recorder Hempstead be increased by at 
least $100. The Finance Committee met him half way and 
increased it $50 which added to the $50 he was getting 
makes the $100. 

The Grand Recorder reports an increased interest in 
the Rite in that jurisdiction in rehabitating dormant Coun- 
cils and organizing new ones. 

A communication was received from the Grand Com- 
mandery K. T. acknowledging receipt of a request for leg- 
islation looking toward making the Council degrees pre- 
requisite and their reply was received as follows: 

I have the honor to advise you that your communication set- 
ting forth the resolution adopted at the annual Assembly of your 
Grand Council for the year 1906, requesting this Grand Command- 
ery to enact such legislation as would make the taking of the Council 
degrees a prerequisite to the receiving of the Order of Knight- 
hood in the Commandery, was duly presented and read at the ses- 
sion of this Grand Commandery held May 21st, 1907, and upon 
consideration of the same it was expressed to be the sense of this 
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Grand Commandery that such legislation as your communication 
requests can only be enacted by the Grand Encampment of Knights 
Templar of the United States, of which this Grand Commandery 
is a constitute, and that this Grand Commandery possesses no power 
or authority to enact the same, and are therefore unable to comply 
with your request. 

My! what a burden of responsibility has been heaped 
upon the Grand Encampment by the "Subordinate" Grand 
Commanderies in the years gone by and still the "G. E." 
still raises its eyes loftily above the heads of the Grand 
Councils. Companions, the only way the Council degrees 
will be made prerequisite is to make them so interesting 
and the ceremonies so beautiful and its lessons so impres- 
sive that the "G. E." will say : "We must have these beau- 
tiful and instructive degrees as prerequisite to the Orders of 
Knighthood/' 

Companion Fay Hempstead, Grand Steward of the 
General Grand Council was introduced and received with 
the Cryptic Grand Honors and responded briefly in ac- 
knowledgment of the courtesy. 

At the afternoon session the degrees were conferred 
upon candidates elected. 

In place of the usual annual review of most jurisdic- 
tions, Companion Hempstead continues the series of "Notes" 
began in recent issues based upon subjects found in the pro- 
ceedings of other Grand Councils. 

C. L. Brown, Arkadelphia, Grand Master. 

Fay Hempstead, Little Rock, Grand Recorder. 



CALIFORNIA, 1907. 

The bright countenance of Companion Charles J. Wil- 
lett, Grand Master beams forth in the proceedings in the 
shape of a fine steel engraving. We are especially interest- 
ed in Companion Willett as he was a former Michigan 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



• 8 ANNUAL REVIEW. 

man residing for a long time in St. Louis, and was at one 
time Regent of the University of Michigan, so that Mich- 
igan and California are tied together by still closer bonds 
than usual. Michigan extends sincerest congratulations 
upon his Masonic preferment in the state of his adoption. 

The proceedings are a finely printed and well arranged 
volume. The forty-seventh assembly was held in San Fran- 
cisco, April 15, 1907. Eleven Councils were represented 
by from one to eight representatives each. Michigan's 
interests were represented by William M. Petrie our Grand 
Representative. 

The Grand Master's address is a short business-like 
paper. In his opening he says: 

At our last Assembly we met in the Grand Old Temple, at 
one time considered the finest building in the West, and all about 
us were edifices the pride of one of the most unique and famous 
cities of the world. Everything gave evidence of stability and pros- 
perity. How suddenly all was changed! The forces of nature 
working within the breast of Mother Earth created a convulsion 
that will go down in history as one of the most destructive earth- 
quakes ever known. The power of fire was exhibited in greater and 
more tremendous effects than human sight had ever witnessed. But 
what a revelation this calamity was the opportuuity, of the warmth 
and extent of fraternal sentiment in the hearts of men ! The afflicted 
city became the center of thought for a world, and from every direc- 
tion came the aid so much needed. I take this opportunity to thank 
in the name of this Grand Council, all Royal and Select Masters, 
who contributed as individuals, or as organizations, to the help of 
the needy of this suffering city. Today we learn another lesson, as 
we look about us, that the Great Architect of the Universe has im- 
planted in the breast of man an indomitable spirit, before which all 
obstacles and difficulties disappear. We find now the debris cleared 
away and the foundations already laid for a greater and more mag- 
nificent San Francisco. 

He attended the ninth triennial at Boston and reports 
that "a notable event was the presence of officers of Michi- 
gan Grand Council, which is now considering the desira- 
bility of coming into the General Grand Council fold." 
It's all off Companion Willett. Michigan cannot see it that 
way. 
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He closes his report with the poem: "I shall not pass 
this way again." 

Grand Recorder Davies makes a full and complete re- 
port from his office. Regarding the proceedings he says : 

The issue of the Journal of Proceedings of the last Assembly 
was delayed for some months, owing to conditions "growing out of 
the late terrible disaster which befell San Francisco. All of the Grand 
Council records, returns and papers of every description were 
totally destroyed. As soon as the annual reports could be duplicated 
and reports rewritten the Proceedings were published and dis- 
tributed as heretofore. 

Regarding the correspondence report for the last pro- 
ceedings and accounting for its absence he says : 

Many Illustrious Companions both in California and other Juris- 
dictions noted with regret the absence of the Report of the Com- 
mittee on Correspondence, Most Illustrious Companion James 
Bestor Merritt. The copy was left where it was thought to be per- 
fectly safe, in the office of Brother George Johnson, but was finally 
destroyed in the fire that consumed our Temple; and owing to ill- 
health and pressure of private affairs Companion Merritt could not 
spare the time to devote to its reproduction. 

The Jewels and Paraphernalia of Grand Council have been 
replaced, and are submitted at this Assembly for your inspection 
and approval. 

The Grand Council of California deserves the highest 
commendation for the manner in which they have. recovered 
from the terrible shock. He closes with this appropriate 
verse : 

"Sleep on, ye dead, and when that sleep 

Becomes our portion, too, 
May others, calling up the past, 

Speak well of us as we of you." 

They have eighteen. Councils which greeted 104 mem- 
bers during the year, net gain is 54. 

The annual review is by Companion James Bestor Mer- 
ritt and he reviews Michigan for 1906. Of the Grand 
Master's report he says: 

From the opening pages of the Grand Master's address we in- 
fer that he is one of the select few who really appreciate what 
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Masonry is — a religious organization whose "chief end and aim is 
the fitting of the soul of the unending life hereafter." 

Speaking of the Order of the Temple and Scottish Rite, he 
says: 

"The Mysteries unfolded in the preceding degrees, while of 
value in our present lives, are intended also to spur us on to the 
reception of the final instruction, wherein the great Mystery of life is 
sought to be made comprehensible." 

Grand Master makes none of the usual excuses or regrets for 
non-performance of duty. 

He needed none, for he attended strictly to business, as the 
prosperity of Grand Council attests. 

Commenting on the report made for the Grand Lec- 
turer by his widow, Mrs. Goodrich, he says: 

She says : "I am not so versed in Cryptic Masonry as in some 
other work," yet her report shows that she knows much more of 
real Masonry than do many who display the jewelry of the High 
Degrees. 

He particularly notes that Michigan's correspondence 
report is not called "Foreign," and says: 

California gets a good notice, and he welcomes us among the 
young 'uns. Perhaps we will fail in that category, though over forty 
years of Masonry has whitened our patriarchal beard, for a man 
is only as old as he feels. 

Of course Companion Merritt, the writer meant to in- 
fer that you were new of this writer. Undoubtedly the writ- 
er stands in the same relation to you. He quotes War- 
velle's comments on the writer of this report in which War- 
velle said: "He confines himself to reporting, says nice 
things about everybody, and indulges in no controversal 
arguments. Perhaps that is the better way." Merritt 
says: "Perhaps it is — yet, when we see a head we are 
strongly tempted to hit it." 

Charles Willis Norton, Stockton, Grand Master. 
Thomas A. Davies, Alameda, Grand Recorder. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COLORADO. 11 

COLORADO, 1907. 

The thirteenth annual- was held in Denver, September 
1 8, 1907. George W. Roe was one of the faithful and rep- 
resented Michigan. He is also one of the very few Grand 
Representatives who takes trouble to make report to the 
Grand Council which he represents. 

In opening his address, Grand Master Foster says of 
the Rite in that jurisdiction: 

The Cryptic Rite in this jurisdiction, as in all others through- 
out our great country, is the weakest branch of Masonry, and con- 
sequently needs careful nursing as well as diligent and zealous 
work on our work to retain its position in the recognized branches 
of the Masonic system, which, however, without it is incomplete. It 
is, therefore, eminently proper that, when the opportunity affords, 
we should display to the discerning eyes of our less informed breth- 
ren the fact of the existence of such a Rite in our midst, its use- 
fulness and the advantages to be gained by the study of the history 
of Masonry contained in the degrees over which it has control. 

He deviated from the almost universal custom and 
placed in the hands of the Committee on Necrology all 
matters relating to that subject. He said three important 
matters suggested themselves as proper lines in which to 
direct his energies, visitations, work and charity. On the 
matter of visitations he said: 

In the matter of visitations, I resolved to visit every Council, 
if possible. To visit eleven (11) Chartered Councils, and any I 
might have the pelasure to organize, did not look a very great task 
on paper, whereas, in this vast commonwealth of ours it does mean 
a great deal of time and travel. However, after having drawn the 
design upon the trestle board, I did not falter, and succeeded, with 
one exception, in visiting every Chartered Council in this jurisdic- 
tion, and also the only Council U. D., which I had authorized, being 
officially present at the first Assembly of Alpha Council, U. D., at 
Leadville, for the organization of which I had issued my dispen- 
sation. 

There were no cases requiring official decisions. The 
time for making the annual returns was changed to July 
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31st instead of August 31st to allow more time for Grand 
Recorder before the annual assembly. 

There is no annual review of other jurisdictions. 

Lawrence N. Greenleaf, Denver, Grand Master. 

Ernest LeNeve Foster, Denver, Grand Recorder. 



CONNECTICUT, 1907- 

A fine half-tone of John H. Pearce, Grand Master, is 
the introduction to the proceedings of the Grand Council 
of Connecticut. The eighty-ninth annual assembly was 
held in New Haven, May 15, 1907, with a good represen- 
tation of Councils present. 

The Grand Master made a number of visitations to 
Councils, and issued numerous dispensations. He reported 
that peace and harmony prevails and there were no ques- 
tions for rendering any decisions upon. Harmony Council, 
No. 8, was invited to exemplify the degrees before Grand 
Council for its edification. He says that several times dur- 
ing the year the question of affiliating with the General 
Grand Council had been brought to his attention by Com- 
panions of that jurisdiction. In order to obtain the infor- 
mation possible he communicated with a number of Past 
Grand Masters for their opinion on the matter and in a ma- 
jority of the cases the answers were opposed to affiliation. 
The one strong reason offered for affiliating was to make 
it possible to bring about suitable legislation by other Grand 
Bodies, making membership in the Council a prerequisite 
before advancement. Waiving that one feature he could 
not see where Connecticut would be benefited by such af- 
filiation. He does not recommend hasty action in the mat- 
ter. 

Grand Recorder McCormick furnished statistics which 
show 255 greeted, total membership of 4,567. The in- 
crease was 136. 
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The Chairman of the Committee on jurisprudence was 
absent in California but it did not seem to be necessary to 
call for the assistance of that usually important commit- 
tee. 

Upon the question of the Grand Council taking action 
on the question of affiliation with the General Grand Coun- 
cil, after much discussion, it was by unanimous vote de- 
cided to remain a sovereign Grand Council. 

The laborer is worthy of his hire. An amendment to 
the Constitution and regulations was presented making the 
salary of Grand Recorder $150. 

The annual review is by our esteemed Companion 
John H. Barlow. Michigan for 1906 receives a page of his 
attention. He notes the various points of business which 
received attention and also gives attention to the memorial 
pages. I am afraid he has put it pretty strong in his 
comments on the correspondence report: 

The most important feature of the Proceedings is the Report 
on Correspondence by the Grand Recorder, Companion Charles A. 
Conover. It was our pleasure to form the acquaintance of this 
distinguished Companion at Boston, in June last, and we peruse his 
report with much pleasure. It includes the Proceedings of thirty- 
four Grand Councils. Connecticut receives about two pages of 
kind notice without special comment. 

He finishes by quoting the conclusion of that report. 

George E. Melius, Bridgeport, Grand Master. 

James McCormick, Hartford, Grand Recorder. 



ENGLAND AND WALES, 1907. 

The Grand Council of England met in Mark Masons' 
Hall, London, March 21, 1907, the Earl of Euston, Grand 
Master, presiding. 

In this Jurisdiction the Grand Master makes no an- 
nual address as in American Grand Councils, but the Grand 
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Recorder makes complete work of the doing of the year. 
In opening his report he gives the following condition 
of affairs : 

The Grand Recorder has the honor to report that during the 
year ending 28th February, 1907, 42 Brethren have been admitted to 
the Cryptic Degrees, a small increase on last year. The work in the 
active Councils has been well and carefully done, and the vast 
amount of pains and labor taken by those who are responsible for 
the performance of the ceremonies most certainly is well worth 
far more appreciation on the part of those who are still outside the 
Cryptic Rite than it seems to meet with. It is sincerely to be hoped 
that a large addition to the numbers of those seeking admission into 
these beautiful, impressive and truly Masonic Degrees will soon 
take place. 

The total number of registered Companions of the Royal, 
Select and Super Excellent Degrees in England and Wales, etc., is 
now 1,188. 

The Grand Recorder begs to acknowledge with many thanks 
the Reports of the various Grand Councils in the United States of 
America, which all show their increased prosperity, on which they 
are most sincerely to be congratulated. Nothing has disturbed the 
harmony which exists in this branch of the great system of Free- 
masonry, and our esteemed correspondents seem fully to appreciate 
and regret the difficulties under which we in this country labor. 

A new charter was granted to the Companions in the 
city of York for anew Council. Grand Master was pleased 
to appoint as his deputy Companion Abraham Woodiwiss, 
whereupon the Grand Director of Ceremonies preclaimed : 

Be it known that Abraham Woodiwiss, Past Deputy Grand 
Director of Ceremonies of the United Grand Lodge Of Ancient 
Free and Accepted Masons, Past Grand Standard Bearer of the 
United Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, Provincial Grand 
Master of Master Mark Masons for Derbyshire, Knight Grand 
Cross of the United Orders of the Temple and Hospital, and Pro- 
vincial Prior for the Counties of Nottingham, Leicester and Derby, 
Past Grand General and Knight Grand Cross of the Red Cross of 
Constantine, Past Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Council of 
Allied Masonic Degrees, Grand Inspector General 33 in 
Charge of North Central District, is appointed and installed Deputy 
Grand Master of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters 
of England and Wales and the Colonies and Dependencies of the 
British Crown, whom may the Most High long preserve. 
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GEORGIA, 1907. 

Grand Council met in sixty-fourth annual assembly 
in Macon, April 23, 1907, Thomas F. Moody, Grand Mas- 
ter, W. A. Wolihin, Grand "Secretary." 

The Grand Master says: "As the scattered children 
of an household gather once a year around the old hearth- 
stone to live again in memory the golden hours of child- 
hood, so we are come together not in pursuit of power, 
place or pelf, but because 'we be brethren.' " He further 
says : 

Masons are no less builders now, than in the days of yore. 
While ancient craftsmen erected only structures which the ruthless 
march of Time has utterly effaced, we are building that which the 
tooth of Time cannot erase, which death cannot dim. We are mak- 
ing, each in his way, a character for eternity; and since man builds 
his character by the pattern which his ideals furnish him, where in 
the universe can you find loftier, more inspiring ideals than those 
inculcated in Masonic teaching? Reverence to God, obedience to 
law, uprightness of conduct, the helping hand to the needy, each 
member a life guard over the sanctity of the home, charity to all 
and malice to none. These are the beautiful garments of perennial 
youth in which Masonry arrays herself. 

He makes fraternal report of our loss in the death 
of Grand Chaplain F. A. Blades. He was asked what 
should be done with a Companion who refuses to pay for 
the degrees after receiving them and also who refuses to 
pay dues to Subordinate Councils. He recommends the 
following procedure: 

Charge him with unmasonic conduct. 

1st. For refusing to pay for degrees. 

2nd. For non-payment of dues. 

Suspend him and recommend his expulsion. 

It is one of the fundamental laws of Masonry for the fees to 
accompany the petition, and the Subordinate Council has redress 
on the Recorder, but that does not relieve the Companion of his 
obligation to pay the fees for the degrees and payment of his dues, 
and to refuse to do so is unmasonic conduct. 

He was present at the General Grand Council meeting 
in Boston together with nine other Companions from that 
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jurisdiction, and the writer had the pleasure of personally 
meeting a number of them and can vouch for the statement 
that Georgia Council members are all right. He had highest 
praise and commendation of the Super Excellent work as 
exemplified by the Boston Council, and recommends that 
the work be put on in Georgia like it. He was delighted 
to report that the day is coming when Georgia would be 
able to reciprocate the welcome and favors extended by the 
Grand Council of Massachusetts. In concluding his report 
he says: 

Autocratic rulers and tyrannical governments have always op- 
posed Masonry for their proclamation of this God-given truth which 
is the very soul of civic and religious liberty. Our ancient brethren, . 
who, at the risk of their lives, in caves and mountain tops, kept this 
lamp of liberty lighted, were heroes and bequeathed to us an in- 
calculable heritage. To what extent Masonry has contributed to 
change the governments of earth into Republics and limited Mon- 
archies in which the rights and privileges of the individual, how- 
ever humble his station, are safeguarded, only Omniscience may say. 
It is most fitting, my Companions, that we emphasize this great prin- 
ciple in our day. This is an era of greed and graft in which 
swollen fortunes outstrip the dreams of Midas and the dazzling 
gleam of wealth tends to make men mistake the accidents of 
birth, place and fortune for true worth. Let it be your mission to 
illustrate the truth that not money but merit, not power but prin- 
ciple, not fortune but character makes men. Let the beautiful pre- 
cepts we teach be the active virtues of our lives. Give roses to 
Brethren, pass eulogies on them while they live, don't wait for 
death. 

It is not egotism for a Mason to realize that he is a marked 
man in his community and to realize his influence. 

Judge Julius L. Brown sent communication regarding 
his absence and states that he was in Florida seeking health. 
Companion Brown will be remembered as the Grand Mas- 
ter who advocated the re-arrangement of the American 
Rite by conferring the Council degrees previous to the Royal 
Arch; but his suggestion did not meet with favor in any 
of the Grand Councils addressed. 

The Committee on Grand Master's address congratu- 
late the Grand Master upon the good work of their repre- 
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sentatives in procuring the next assembly of the General 
Grand Council for Savannah, and recommends that all 
available funds in the Treasury be appropriated for the 
purpose of entertaining that Grand Body. 

The sum of $50.00 were donated to the Masonic Home 
and $150.00 was set aside at the rate of $50.00 per year for 
the use of purchasing new regalia for Grand Council. 

The Committee on Returns found several of the Coun- 
cils in bad shape and that five of them had no seals. In 
their report on the decision of Grand Master, the Com- 
mittee on Jurisprudence thus comments: 

The presentation of an application for the degrees pre-supposes 
the presentation of the fee. The refusal of a Companion to pay the 
requisite fees for his degree, when his Council has trusted him for 
the performance of his contract, is a violation of the highest code 
of honor in that he not only seeks to obtam something for nothing, 
but opposes an obligation upon a trusting Companion, the Recorder 
being responsibele for the fees for every application presented by 
him to the Council, when 1 not otherwise authorized by the Council. 

Grand Recorder reports a membership of 1,002 divided 
among thirty-one Councils. 

No report on correspondence. 

W. H. Nurnberger, Augusta, Grand Master. 

W. A. Wolihin, Macon, Grand Recorder. 



ILLINOIS, 1907. 

The fifty-fifth annual assembly was held September 
11, 1907. Grand Recorder Barnard is one of the few who 
publishes the prayers in full, and the one given is particu- 
larly good, partially on account of its brevity. The cus- 
tom of printing prayers reminds me of the newspaper re- 
porter who visited divine services and in making his re- 
port to his paper stated that the Reverend's prayer "was 
the finest invocation ever offered up before God to a chris- 
tian congregation." 
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Under "Encyclical," the Grand Master says: 

My first official act was to issue the annual encyclical letter 
of instruction, dividing the State into nine arches and placing in 
their charge a competent Companion, with two assistants, with the 
injunction to visit as many Councils as they could possibly do and 
to make a report to me monthly. 

The results have been very satisfactory and I heartily endorse 
and recommend the continuance of this policy in dividing the labor 
of the Grand Officers into nine centres of activity, for by this means 
the Grand Master is at all times enabled to keep in touch with the 
Councils throughout the State. 

In my annual letter I urged the election of officers who take 
an acitve interest in the work. Keep the line moving up, make use 
of good instrumental music in the ceremonies whenever possible; it 
enhances the sublimity and beauty of the degree ; arrange to have a 
light luncheon at your assemblies; keep the social features well up 
and your Councils will not suffer for enthusiasm or membership. 

And further of the Super Excellent degree: 

The S. E. Degree is well worthy of the consideration of every 
member of this Grand Council, and when conferred in a proper 
manner as it will be done this evening, you will find it a beautiful 
historical story of the captivity. 

In some grand jurisdictions the S. E. Degree is made part of 
the Council work and it would be to our benefit to adopt the same 
course. I would strongly urge and recommend that this degree be 
made a part of the Council work. As it is, we give our consent to 
the conferring of this degree, but practically do not control the 
manner in which it should be done. 

I believe the time is ripe for such an arrangement, or abandon 
the degree entirely. 

He recommends an increase in the allowance for salary 
of the Grand Lecturer as it is impossible for him to do 
his duty under the present salary. He recommends a re- 
vision of the ritual and reprint of the pamphlet. Also re- 
print of the proceedings which are exhausted, and the Con- 
stitution in book form. He calls particular attention to 
eight Councils "not dormant but dead/' He commends the 
idea of Grand Council holding its annual sessions in dif- 
ferent cities as conducive to additional interest in the Rite. 

Grand Recorder Barnard report preparation of 500 
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copies of the ritual of the Super Excellent degree. His sta- 
tistics show 525 passed the circle, total membership, 4,946, 
net increase of 345. 

The Committee on Jurisprudence had no job, nothing 
to do. This Grand Council pays six cents mileage and $3 
per diem, being one of the very few Grand Councils to do 
so. 

A Committee, of which Companion George W. War- 
velle was appointed Chairman, was authorized to revise 
the Constitution and Laws. The Committee on Condition 
of the Rite recommends that no change be made in the 
status of the Super Excellent degree, and that appointment 
of Deputy Grand Lecturers be deferred. 

The next session was called to meet in Canton. On 
the roll call of Grand Representatives, Companion War- 
velle responded for the class. He also presented the jewel 
to the retiring Grand Master. 

The annual review is again the work of Companion 
George W. Warvelle, being his sixteenth annual report. 
Michigan gets nearly two pages. He notes from the re- 
port of the General Grand Council Committee that Michi- 
gan, like Illinois, declines to become a "subject and remains 
an independent sovereignity. ,, He says our treasury is 
swollen and "prospects of the future have a warm rose- 
colored glow." 

He notes our appropriation of $50 to the Grand Mas- 
ter and says: 

"To be paid him as a slight remuneration for his services." 
But, just the same, their Recorder's salary, like that paid in this 
jurisdiction, is insignificant when compared with the labor he neces- 
sarily must expend. 

Of Grand Lecturer Maynard's work he says: 

The Grand Lecturer found some of the Councils inclined to 
deviate from the straight and narrow path of the authorized ritual, 
particularly those who had seen the Illinois article. These lapses 
from virtue he promptly corrected, although he makes the following 
damaging admission: 
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."Some of our sister jurisdictions have some very beautiful 
work in their rituals to more fully explain and impress the histories 
and lessons of the Order, and I do hope to see, at some future 
time, a competent committee of Masonic students of our Order, ap- 
pointed to revise our ritual, and incorporate some of the beautiful 
ceremonies contained in the work of some of these other juris- 
dictions." 

He thinks the annual review is improving and says : 

In many ways it is a decided advance on his previous efforts 
and shows, not only that he can be original but also that he is not 
afraid to assert his own individuality. He has discarded the im- 
personal "we," and writes naturally and unaffectedly in the first 
person perpendicular. Well, I am glad that I am not the only 
"egotist" at the table. 

He reverts to my comments on his Illinois ritual in the 
following language: 

I remarked last year that Companion Conover and myself had 
swaped rituals and that Michigan might learn something to its ad- 
vantage by a perusal of our Commentary on the Vedic Hymns. But 
I did not contemplate the dire results that, it seems, followed. This 
is the way Conover relates it: 

Now Companion Warvelle, I liked some of the ideas contained 
in your "Commentary on the Vedic Hymns" so well that they were 
furnished to a couple of enthusiastic students of Cryptic Masonry 
and the ideas incorporated as far as possible in the Michigan work. 
Without the least interference with what Michigan considered "the 
essentials." Great interest was at once aroused among the officers 
and members of the Council and the Grand Master was invited to 
witness the performance. You can scarcely imagine the consterna- 
tion when he declared that the attempt to ingraft Illinois (Warvelle) 
ideas into Michigan ritual was like a modern scribbler trying to 
improve on Shakespeare's Hamlet or on Gray's Elegy, or "like a 
dog show compared to an Irving production." He did not like 
the interpolations a little bit and exacted a promise from T. I. M. 
that he would attempt it no more. 

Now, wouldn't that jar you? 

Our ritual may be a "dog show," but it is the "dog show" of 
the fathers. The same "dog show" that was exhibited in the early 
days of the Rite in New York and Massachusetts, as well as in the 
early Councils in this State. I will admit also that the Michigan 
ritual is comparable in elegance of diction and rhetorical effect 
only with the writings of Shakespeare and Gray, and that its ac- 
complished exponents may fairly be classed with Irving. But the 
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Illinois ritual, unlike the Michigan ditto, does not purport to be a 
dramatic "production." It is simply a Masonic liturgy in which 
have been retained the old ideas that were rejected by the framers 
of the "Convention work," and being such, I can readily understand 
why I failed to appeal to the fine esthetic tastes of the Grand Master. 
I may have something to say on the subject of Cryptic rituals be- 
fore I conclude this report. 

He does have something to say about the Cryptic Rite 
in a special article from which the following is clipped 
as of general interest to workers in the Rite : 

CRYPTIC RITUALS. 

The liturgic expression of the ideas, principles and traditions 
of Freemasonry is generally called "work," by analogy, I presume, 
to the actual physical employment of the early craft when it was 
purely an operative Guild. Every Grand Council, as well as the 
G. G. C, prescribes some form of "work" to be followed and per- 
formed by its subordinates. As a general proposition the lectures, as 
well as their practical renderings in the ceremonies of greeting, are 
those agreed upon and formulated by the Cryptic Convention which 
met at the City of New York in 1872-3. These rituals were form- 
erly called "Convention Work" are still so spoken of by many 
of the old-timers. 

The workings promulgated by the Convention, were, in many 
respects, a decided improvement on the crude methods practiced in 
many jurisdictions. This is true even of Illinois, for we had no uni- 
form rituals in this State and every Council was practically a law 
unto itself. The securing of a uniformity in sequence of degrees, 
titles of officers and rendering of the ritual was a great point gained 
and its benefits can hardly be over-estimafed. But in the settlement 
of the ritual the older tradition, then still held by a few States, was 
cast aside in deference to the wishes of the majority and for a- time 
was almost forgotten. The new working was received and adopted 
in all quarters and the new generation that came in was utterly 
oblivious of the fact that there had ever been an earlier ritual. 

A few years ago I called your attention to this earlier and 
well nigh forgotten mode of work and suggested that its essential 
features could with profit be incorporated into the Convention ritu- 
al. Fortunately, we are not without ample data. The old ritual of 
Knoxville Council had been preserved and furnished in crude form 
a part of the material from which an improved ritual could be con- 
structed. An old monitorial ritual of the Royal Master's degree, 
compiled by Ebenezer Chase, of Massachusetts, and published in the 
"Masonic Casket" in 1823, shed still further light on the early and 
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original lecture, while the undimmed memory of the venerable 
Edward Blackshaw furnished many of the details for the reconstruc- 
tion of the degree. From all of these sources, as well as from the 
minutes of the Council founded by Thomas Lownds at New York 
in 1807 and the early records of the Grand Council of Massachusetts, 
it was demonstrated that in the early ritual the character of H. A. 
B. was utterly unknown. His subsequent introduction came through 
Henry Wilman's degree of Select Master, when the two degrees 
were united into one system by Cross. The Convention preserved 
the Cross system and the old and original lecture as practiced by 
the Councils of New York and Massachusetts was discarded. 

We found, however, that it was possible to preserve both the 
old and new. Not only that this was possible, but that by the union 
of the two each supplemented the other and served to explain or 
make more clear the ideas involved in either working. And so, 
today, the First Section of the R. M. degree as conferred in the 
jurisdiction of Illinois, retains the workings prescribed by the Con- 
vention while the Second Section preserves the old work of 
Columbia Council of New York, where the degree originated and 
was first conferred. The only changes we have made are slight 
rephrasings, a few eliminations of duplicate matter, and the intro- 
duction of the incident of the candelabrum. This letter is an in- 
novation, but the incident is not incongruous. On the contrary it 
forms a most symmetrical introduction to the drama and furnishes 
an explanation nowhere else afforded in Masonry. All who have seen 
the degree conferred are loud in their praises. All have found it 
beautiful and impressive, and as furnishing a key which the stand- 
ard Convention work omitted. 

He also has several other subjects which he treats 
separate from his review. One is the "German Tradition/' 
and the other the "French Tradition." They are quoted 
herewith : 

THE GERMAN TRADITION. 

I presume there are few of you who at some time have not 
seen or heard the old and persistent story of Joseph Myers* im- 
portation of the Cryptic degrees. As the story goes, Myers brought 
the degrees from Berlin, Prussia, and in the year 1781, or 1788, for 
the accounts differ, he deposited the rituals in. the Lodge of Per- 
fection at Charleston and thereafter committed the authority for 
their diffusion to the Chiefs of Sublime Masonry resident in that 
city. It was not until about forty years after the alleged deposit, 
and not until many years after the establishment of Grand Councils, 
that the Chiefs made the facts known. Inasmuch as they were 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ILLINOIS. 23 

unable to produce the original rituals or any evidence of Myers' 
authority in the matter, the Masonic students have always regarded 
the statement as a sort of pipe dream on the part of the Chiefs, and 
as something unworthy of credence. 

I am inclined to believe that the story, to some extent at least, 
rests on a knowledge of the practices of the early German lodges 
and the coincidences found in the Select Master degree. Thus, from 
the earliest description of the Council chamber that have come down 
to us we find a prescription of triangular tables, with a light on each 
angle, to be placed before the officers in the East. Neither the 
ritual nor its accompanying lectures furnish us with any very sat- 
isfactory explanation of this furniture. In the absence of such 
explanations we can only conclude that it represents an archaic 
survival, the original significance of which has been lost. But this 
form of table, and arrangenment of lights, was employed in the 
German lodges during the first half of the Eighteenth century, 
and particularly is this true of the lodges located at Berlin. From 
the fact, therefore, of the coincidence of custom in the Berlin 
lodges and in the Select degree in America, it would be an easy 
matter for a lively imagination to deraign a descent of the latter 
from the former. 

I have lately come across a little book published at Sulzbach, 
Germany, in 1803. -In this book the author, speaking of the initiation 
of Prince William of Prussia by Frederick the Great in 1740, de- 
scribes an old and rare engraving in his possession. (Im Iahre 1740 
nahm er selbst in der neuen Berliner Loge den Prinzen Wilhelm 
von Preussen in den Orden auf, wovon ich das seltne Kupferblatt 
habe.) 

He then describes the picture as follows: 

"Der Konig sizt im Meisterstuhle vor einem Altarformigen 
Tische, auf welchem drey Kertzen in einem Triangel gestellt brennen, 
wobey Degen, Hammer und ein Todtenkopf liegen. Zur linken Hand 
Friedrichs steht ein aufseher. Vor dem Tische steht ohne Degen 
and Huth (welche zween Bruder in dessen halten) Prinz Wilhelm, 
und legt den Eid ab." 

I venture a free translation as follows : 

"The King sits in the Master's chair. Before him is an altar 
shaped table upon which, in the form of a triangle, are placed three 
burning tapers. Near them are laid a sword, a gavel and skull. At 
the left hand of Frederick stands a warden. Before the table, with- 
out either sword or hat (which two brethren are holding) stands 
Prince William taking the oath." 

I do not profess to be an adept in the translation of Eighteenth 
century German but I think I have faithfully rendered the spirit of 
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the original. From the foregoing it will be seen that the East of the 
early German lodges resembled, in some respects, the East of a 
Council of Select Masters and it is from this circumstance, probably, 
that the Chiefs of the Sublime degrees at Charleston evolved the 
romance of Joseph Myers' importation of the Rite. A very searching 
investigation a few years ago revealed the fact that the Cryptic de- 
grees are. utterly unknown in Germany and, so far as could be as- 
certained, had never been heard of in that country. 

THE FRENCH TRADITION. 

For many years the French tradition of Cryptic origins and 
diffusion was received without question. Even such a Masonic 
scholar as the late Josiah H. Drummond endorsed the stories, for 
there were two of them, and in his published writings stated them as 
historic facts. Further investigation subsequently induced him to 
discard his earlier opinions and to characterize the legends as un- 
true, or, at least, as not proved. Many persons, however, still cling to 
the old exploded fables and the pseudo historian still drives his 
trade, as is apparent from the lucid expositions which from time to 
time appear in the Masonic press. 

One story is that Henry A. Francken, a Hebrew peddler of 
eighteenth century High Degree Masonry, in the year 1767, intro- 
duced the degrees of the Cryptic Rite into the States of New York, 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island by the institution of Councils. As 
late as 1875 this story was generally accepted as correct. Just how, 
or where, or when, Francken received his degrees was never stated, 
but as he was an Inspector General of the "Ineffable and Sublime" 
degrees and as the Inspectors generally carried everything that any 
reasonable person could ask for, so it was assumed that he came 
rightfully by the Cryptic grades and had authority to sell them. 
Francken' s stock in trade was supposed to have been imported from 
France. 

Another story was, that Joseph Cerneau brought the degree 
of Royal Master to the City of New York, and in the year 1807 es- 
tablished a Council for its exploitation. Cerneau's authority was 
supposed to have been derived from the Grand Consistory in France. 

Both of these romances passed current as genuine Cryptic 
history and were accepted by Mackey, and other writers. An par- 
ticularly were they received by those who sought to trace the 
genealogy of the Cryptic degrees through the Scottish Rite. 

With respect to the first story there is not a scintilla of evi- 
dence to show that either of the Cryptic degrees were in existence in 
1767, of that Francken ever heard of them, or that he ever conferred 
them. The whole story seems to be pure fabrication. It grew out 
of the fact that Francken visited the City of New York in 1767, and 
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while there conferred the degrees of the Lodge of Perfection on 
two gentlemen from Albany. Subsequently he gave them a warrant 
for the establishment of a Lodge. The old records of these tran- 
sactions, at one time supposed to have been destroyed, have been 
recovered, and there is not the slightest reference to the Cryptic 
degrees or a shadow of a foundation for the oft repeated yarn of 
Francken's introduction of the Rite. 

The other tale is equally destitute of truth. Cerneau was a 
resident of New York in 1807, at which time a Council of Royal 
Master Masons was organized and from this circumstance the 
imaginative historians deduced the fact that he was the organizer. 
The old minutes of this Council were found a few years ago and 
from them it appears that Cerneau had nothing to do with its or- 
ganization and that he was not even a member of the body. 

But old myths die hard. The Scottish Rite historians are loath 
to relinquish their long maintained hold on the genesis of the 
Cryptic degrees, and notwithstanding that the falsity of their claims 
has been often demonstrated they still continue to assert both the 
German and French traditions in support of their contentions. 

Will C. Rood, Chicago, Grand Master. 

Gil. W. Barnard, Chicago, Grand Recorder. 



INDIANA, 1907. 

The fifty-second annual assembly was held in Indi- 
anapolis, October 22, 1907. Michigan's Grand Represen- 
tative John W. Pottinger, was present. 

Grand Master Allen was able to report that death 
had not broken into the ranks of their Grand Officers dur- 
ing the year. He had but little of an official character to 
report. He issued dispensation for one Council to be lo- 
cated at South Bend, which should be a very promising 
child. Of the Grand Recorder, he says : 

To Right Illustrious Calvin W. Prather, our efficient Grand 
Recorder, I would indeed be ungrateful and recreant to my sincere 
personal feelings were I to fail expressing my high appreciation for 
favors and courtesies shown me. Always affable and obliging; with 
a fund of knowledge and experience, on which I have drawn fre- 
quently, I am indeed his debtor. 
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The Grand Recorder reports the net increase in mem- 
bership is not as great as previous years but a good show- 
ing, being 271. Their total membership being 4,955. 

The Committee on Dispensations called attention to 
the fact that initials are not names, that in Masonic records 
the first name of all members should always be written in 
full. This is a motto which should be pasted in the hats 
of all Companions concerned in making records. 

The Committee on Correspondence congratulates itself 
that Indiana now stands fourth largest of the thirty-five 
Grand Councils. The Grand Master was ordered to ap- 
point a special deputy to take up the charter of Boonville 
Council No. 66. 

A jewel was presented to Grand Master James K. Al- 
len, by Past Grand Master, Robert B. Whitset, in a very 
appropriate address. 

"The Annual Cryptic Review" is again the work of 
General Grand Recorder Henry W. Mordhurst. Michigan 
for 1907 receives a fraternal review of a couple of pages. 
He notes the absence of our veteran Companion Hugh Mc- 
Curdy, and his promise to be present at the fiftieth anni- 
versary. He states that Grand Lecturer Maynard's report 
is quite an elaborate document and that it is a pleasure to 
find at least one Lecturer who really "lectures." This is 
his comment on General Grand Coupcil affiliation: 

A committee appointed to visit General Grand Council had a 
most elaborate report, but asked that no further action be taken, and 
Grand Council concurred. 

It seems they are hard up and can't afford the expense. 

After calling attention to the little criticism in which 
he says I poked fun at their committee for using initials in 
their report when they had criticised the act themselves, 
he appends: 

Initials should never appear in place of names, and this writer 
knows at least one Grand Recorder who always prints the first 
given name in full, even though a Companion may have used an 
initial in signing his report. 
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In his review of the General Grand Council he has 
the following to say regarding their work on the Super 
Excellent degree: 

Boston Council, by invitation of the Grand Council of Massa- 
chusetts, conferred the Super Excellent degree. Judging by the 
furore its rendition has created among the General Grand Council 
delegates one would be led to believe that its beauty was brought out 
by a correct rendition of the ritual. This was not the case, for Bos- 
ton Council added to and changed the work so as to make it an 
eminently respectable degree. 

The Grand Council of Massachusetts is now considering how 
much of the interpolation and change it will approve. 

In his statistics he shows that Indiana has passed Con-, 
necticut, Illinois and New York and is now one of the "Big 
Four." Michigan is still ahead being one of the "Big 
Three." 

Dwight H. Hawks, Goshen, Grand Master. 

Calvin W. Prather, Indianapolis, Grand Recorder. 



INDIAN TERRITORY, 1907. 

The thirteenth annual assembly was held at El Reno, 
Oklahoma, April 17, 1907. Just before the assembly a 
letter was received from Grand Master Charles C. Kneis- 
ley that he was sick and confined to his bed and his physi- 
cian had forbade his coming. In his absence the Grand 
Council was opened by Deputy Grand Master Robert Y. 
Morrison. Six of the eleven Councils were represented. 
Michigan's Grand Representative was not present. Even 
Uncle Sam's mail failed for a time to locate this Companion 
but through the efforts of Grand Recorder Murrow he has 
been located. 

The Grand Master sent a short report of his adminis- 
tration. He issued a dispensation for opening a Council at 
Frederick, Oklahoma, and commissioned a Companion to 
institute the Council, but up to the time of the annual meet- 
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ing no report had been received from his deputy. He rec- 
ommended the following amendment to their law regarding 
the establishment of new Councils \. 

The petition shall be forwarded to the Grand Secretary, who 
will forward a copy of the same to the Council nearest to the place 
where the new Council is to be holden. The Council receiving the 
petition shall act upon the petition and notify the Grand Recorder of 
such action within thirty days after same has been forwarded. If 
no action by the Council is reported then the Grand Master may 
issue or refuse to issue his Dispensation. 

This seems to be shifting the responsibility a lot from 
the shoulders of the Grand Master to those of the nearest 
Council but leaving the final decision with the Grand Mas- 
ter. 

A telegram of sympathy and condolence was sent to 
Grand Master Kneisley with the regrets of the Grand Coun- 
cil that he could not be present. 

The annual report of Grand Recorder Murrow shows 
a total membership of 320. Forty were received and greet- 
ed during the year, a net gain of 34. 

During the meeting work of the Grand Council was 
suspended and the Council degrees were conferred upon 
twelve candidates for the purpose of organizing a Council 
in the city of El Reno. The degrees were conferred in a 
manner satisfactory to all present and the Committee on 
Charters and Dispensations recommended that a charter be 
granted them upon petition of the constitutional number. 

Robert Y. Morrison, Atoka, Grand Master. 

Joseph S. Murrow, Atoka, Grand Recorder. 



IOWA, 1907. 



A fine steel engraving of H. C. Shadbolt, Grand Mas- 
ter 1907 faces the title page of the proceedings. The eighth 
annual was held at Fort Dodge, October 1st. The Grand 
Master by reason of impaired health was compelled to fore- 
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go all work for a season under orders of his physician, and 
was consequently unable to be present at the session. A 
telegram of regret was sent to him by Grand Council with 
expressions of love and sympathy. He however forward- 
ed an annual report in which he stated but two deaths had 
occurred in the jurisdiction during the year. Two Coun- 
cils surrendered their charters, yet he was able to report 
an increase in interest. Of the $175 appropriated for his 
expenses, but $4 were used and the balance returned. 

Councils having no seals were ordered to procure same 
and affix them to all official papers issued by the Council. 

The incoming Grand Master was directed to make 
proper arrangements as to paraphernalia, working force, 
etc., suitable for the exemplification of the three degrees at 
the next annual assembly. 

Past Grand Master William F. Cleveland from the 
Committee on Cryptic History in Iowa, presented a report 
from which I clip the following: 

In compliance with the expressed wishes of the Grand Council 
at its last annual assembly, the Grand Master assigned to me the 
pleasant duty of preparing a history of Cryptic Masonry in Iowa. 
The records of the other Masonic bodies of this Grand Jurisdiction 
are quite complete and voluminous, but the beautiful Cryptic Rite 
has experienced quite a varied experience since they were first in- 
troduced into Iowa in 1855. A Grand Council was organized in 
1857 and continued until 1878, when it ceased to exist, and for 
twenty years, or until 1898, the degrees were conferred in the Royal 
Arch Chapters. The present Grand Council was organized in 1900, 
under authority of the General Grand Council of the United States, 
after the Grand Chapter had formally surrendered all control of 
these degrees, and it has continued to exercise exclusive jurisdiction 
over the Cryptic Rite in this State down to the present time. 

In entering upon the task given me I was of the opinion that 
a brief history of Cryptic Masonry from the time of its first in- 
troduction into the United States down to the present time should 
be prepared and precede the history of the Order in the State of 
Iowa. 

The exclusive control of these degrees was for a number of 
years claimed alike by the General Grand Chapter and the Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Rite, and later renounced by both of those 
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august bodies. In spite of) the trials and vicissitudes they have en- 
countered, these beautiful degrees have continued to exist until 
they have come to their own in nearly all of the Grand Jurisdic- 
tions of the country. In tracing its genealogy one becomes deeply 
interested in its history. A great many changes have taken place 
among the Past Grand Officers of what is known as the "old Grand 
Council," and in several instances their whereabouts were unknown, 
or whether they were dead or alive. After considerable correspond- 
ence I have succeeded in tracing the whereabouts of some and se- 
cured the photographs of all of the Past Grand Masters, with bi- 
ographical sketches of nearly all of them, which should be inserted 
in the history if it is the intention of the Grand Council to have 
it printed in book form. 

It is to be hoped that the history and portraits as well 
will be published for the benefit of the Craft. $250 was 
the sum appropriated for the purpose. 

The statistics show eighteen Councils with a member- 
ship of 906, which is a net decrease of sixteen. 

The review of "fraternal correspondence" includes 
Michigan for 1907 and is the sixth report written by Com- 
panion Cleveland. Of our Jurisdiction he says : 

This is by far the largest independent Grand Council, and the 
third largest Grand Council in the United States, and that means in 
the world of Cryptic Masonry. We have waited with interest what 
action the Grand Council of Michigan would take in regard to their 
relations towards the General Grand Council of the United States. 
Accepting the invitation of Grand Master Swanstrom, a committee 
was appointed to visit the ninth Triennial Assembly of the General 
Grand Council, at Boston, in June, 1906. This was at the time re- 
garded as a long step towards their uniting with the General Grand 
Body. Headed by Companion Charles A. Conover, Grand Recorder, 
they were most cordially welcomed, and after listening to the re- 
marks of our Michigan Companions, especially of Companion Con- 
over, we were led to hope that the much desired union might be 
realized, but after a full and free discussion over the extended report 
of Companion Conover, the Grand Council of Michigan decided by 
a majority to remain independent. This will prove a great disap- 
pointment to the Cryptic Masons throughout the entire country, and 
we cannot help but believe that a goodly number of our Companions 
in Michigan will regret the action of the Grand Council in this 
matter. However, having enjoyed such a substantial growth in 
membership independent of the national body they naturally take 
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great pride in what they have accomplished, and probably con- 
cluded to let well enough alone. 

He also notes that our venerable Companion Hugh 
McCurdy was obliged to send regrets for non-attendance. 
This esteemed Companion is known throughout the length 
and breadth of our country. 

A. S. Lawrence, Muscatine, Grand Master. 

Alfred Wingate, Des Moines, Grand Recorder. 



KANSAS, 1907. 

The thirty-ninth annual assembly was held in Wichita, 
February 28, 1907. Nine of the ten Councils were repre- 
sented. Grand Master Bixby delivered a short address in 
little over two pages, was not called upon for any decisions. 
He issued dispensation for Ellsworth Council to proceed 
with officers and members to the city of Ellis and confer 
the Council degrees upon thirteen Companions. He issued 
dispensation for one Council at Lawrence, and he feels 
greatly encouraged over the gratifying increase in new 
members which shows that more are seeking to complete 
their journey in our beautiful Rite. He attended the ninth 
triennial assembly at Boston, and was highly entertained. 

Grand Recorder Shaver reports all returns received ex- 
cept from one Council. Of the work of the year he says : 

The work of the year indicates in some ways a more encour- 
' aging condition than for several years past. While only four of 
the Councils report work, yet these show increased activity. Count- 
ing the sixteen reported by Lawrence Council U. D., eighty-five 
Companions have been greeted during the past year, and the net 
increase in enrollment in the state is sixty-six. 

Hutchinson Council No. 13 again leads, reporting thirty-five 
greeted and a net increase of thirty-nine; Ellsworth Council No. 9 
comes second, showing some of its old-time vigor with twenty-one 
greeted. 

He was unable to spend the large sum of $25.00 which 
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was appropriated towards the expense of furnishing Grand 
Recorder's office but thinks it may be done the coming 
year. 

The Committee on Chartered Councils reported as fol- 
lows : 

The mechanical or clerical work of checking the reports from 
the various Councils of this Grand Jurisdiction having been already 
performed by the Grand Recorder, it is needless to say we found 
a correct and very gratifying exhibit, and wish to congratulate this 
Grand Council on its very handsome gain in membership, which 
is remarkable by reason of our inability to proselyte compulsorily. 
The only "fly in the ointment" being the complete stagnation of 
Hiram Council No. 10, which has no money, quorum or life, it is 
therefore with sorrow that we respectfully recommend: That the 
charter of Hiram Council No. 10 of Minneapolis, Kansas, be re- 
voked, should there be no change for the better before our next 
Annual Assembly, this to be determined by the M. . 111. - . Grand 
Master. 

The Committee on Jurisprudence, and Appeals and 
Grievances, had nothing to report. A constitutional amend- 
ment was adopted reducing the minimum fee for Cryptic 
degrees from $15 to $10, which to the writer seems to have 
been a move in the wrong direction. The returns indicate 
a membership of 1,219. 

Excellent portraits of Grand Master Charles S. Bixby, 
and Past Grand Master Thorp B. Jennings, grace the pro- 
ceedings. 

The annual review is the ninth from the pen of Grand 
Recorder William M. Shaver, and he accords Michigan a 
page of his space. In opening the same he said : 

A beautiful prepared volume lies before us, a credit to Grand 
Recorder Conover, although we notice a break of the printer's on 
the title page escaped his observant eye: the Annual is therein 
alleged to have been held in January instead of May — they appar- 
ently "followed copy" of the preceding Annual. 

There was an excellent attendance of 119, and these — the 
record recites — gave "close attention" to the excellent address of 
the Grand Master, M.\ 111.'. Bugard A. Church, of St. Louis. In his 
introduction he presents some beautiful thoughts touching mason- 
ic symbolism which we would like to quote if space permitted. 
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He commends the writer's recommendation to raise 
the minimum fee in Michigan from $5 to $10 which he says 
was "wisely adopted." Commenting on the fact that their 
Grand Representative near Michigan seldom attends, he 
says: "It might be wise for Kansas to commission some 
more interested Companion. " 

Alexander A. Sharp, Larned, Grand Master. 

William M. Shaver, Topeka, Grand Recorder. 



KENTUCKY, 1907. 

The eightieth annual was held in Louisville, October 
14, 1907. Samuel Leidigh, whose portrait is printed in the 
proceedings presided. 

In opening his address he says: 

With devout thanksgiving to the Grand Architect of the Uni- 
verse for blessings vouchsafed to us, to our state and country, and 
for the wave of moral sentiment that has carried much of the polit- 
ical pollution into the purifying fire of public disclosure and investi- 
gations by courts, I cordially greet you at this 80th Annual As- 
sembly of the Grand Council of Kentucky. 

Little has been accomplished in a general way, but there seems 
to be an awakening activity in the Councils and some seeds sown 
which I trust will eventually produce a good harvest. 

He was pained to report the death of Thomas Page 
Grant, Past Grand Master and Charles C. Vogt, Past Grand 
Master. His decisions are as follows: 

1. No Companion is eligible to any office in the Grand Coun- 
cil of Kentucky unless he is a member of a subordinate Council of 
this Grand Jurisdiction. If a Council to which a Grand Officer 
belongs should become defunct, or if such officer should dimit, be 
suspended or expelled, he at once ceases to be a member of the 
Grand Council — therefore ceases to be an officer by reason of his 
not being affiliated with a Kentucky Council. But if within a short 
time and before his official position should be filled he shall become 
affiliated with a Council, he is thereby restored to his former sta- 
tion. 
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2. It is improper for the office of Recorder and Treasurer to 
be held by one and the same Companion at the same time. 

3. The constitution declares : "The fees for degrees shall 
not be less than $5.00." I therefore conclude that net less than 
that amount must be paid whether the degrees are conferred or com- 
municated, in accordance with our law. 

4. No dispensation is necessary to enable a Council to re- 
ceive and act upon petitions instanter. That has been the law of 
this jurisdiction for half a century or more. 

He recommends reconsideration of former decisions 
on Councils in cities and substitutes the following: 

"There shall not be more than one Council established in the 
jurisdiction of any Chapter, but in cities where there are two or 
more Chapters having concurrent jurisdictions, there shall not be 
more Councils than there are Chapters, and where there is more 
than one Council in a city their jurisdiction shall be concurrent." 

Here is a record of the way they get the Super Excel- 
lent degree down in Texas : 

A Grand Council was organized in Texas, June 24, 1856, by 
one Council instituted by Alabama, two by Kentucky and one by 
New York. The Councils were subsequently made appurtenant to 
Chapters and the Grand Council surrendered its life. Now the 
question of re-establishing a Grand Council is being considered. 
Companion Chas. F. Smith, Deputy Grand High Priest of Texas, 
one of the committee having the matter of a new Grand Council 
in hand, visited us in the interest of the Rite. Inasmuch as he was 
desirous of obtaining the Super Excellent Master's degree that it 
might be included in the degrees conferred by Councils when re- 
established, I communicated that degree to him for the purposes 
named; which could not have been done but( from the fact that we 
are in fraternal relations with Chapter-Councils. And why not? Even 
the General Grand Chapter of the United States for many years 
chartered Chapters with authority to confer the Council degrees. 
I also tendered assistance in the laudable desire of our Texas Com- 
panions, and trust it may soon be our pleasure to welcome their 
Grand Council in the Cryptic family. 

Certainly the new Grand Council of Texas should be 
recognized by them. On account of the Councils being so 
widely scattered and their financial condition it precluded 
the practicability of anything like systematic visitation or 
inspection, and he doubts if there are half a dozen Councils 
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capable of performing the work with credit, and only one 
pretends to confer the Super Excellent degree. He is led 
to believe that the beauties of the degrees is the grain of 
salt that prevents the whole Rite from decay. Here is a 
plan he suggests for Lecturers and Grand Lecturers which 
was approved: 

1. There shall be a Committee on Work, consisting of three 
members of this Grand Council, to be now appointed and serve one, 
two and three years respectively. Hereafter the Grand Master shall 
appoint one Companion annually to serve for three years on said 
committee. The member of said committee having the shortest 
time to serv^ shall be its chairman, and the Grand Master shall be 
ex-officio member of the committee. 

2. Said committee shall devise means for instructing Councils 
and Council officers in work and methods and annually make re- 
port to the Grand Council. 

3. Any Council member so requesting shall be examined by 
the Committee on Work, and if he passes an examination averag- 
ing a proficiency of 90 per cent he shall be given a certificate as 
"Lecturer," with authority to teach any Council in the work of the 
degrees, by consent of the Master thereof, and may lecture indi- 
vidual Companions. 

A Companion who shall pass a satisfactory examination, as in 
paragraph 3, and also in the laws and usages of Cryptic Masonry 
of this jurisdiction, averaging 90 per cent of proficiency, shall be 
given a certificate as Grand Lecturer, which shall entitle him* to 
a seat in this Grand Council as long as he is faithful in the per- 
formance of his duties of instructing Councils and making due re- 
port to this body, and shall have the right to visit and lecture 
Councils at any meeting thereof. 

Grand Lecturers shall exemplify the ceremonies of the de- 
gree before this Grand Council on convenient occasions and be en- 
titled to a badge of office. 

His recommendation for making the Super Excellent 
degree the regular degree with full ceremonies and para- 
phernalia instead of the mere honorarium was not ap- 
proved. 

The various Councils were ordered to submit copies of 
their by-laws to the Grand Recorder for inspection so that 
they would conform in all points with the laws of Grand 
Council. 
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This Grand Council also received an invitation to af- 
filiate with the General Grand Council. The Committee 
reported as follows: 

Your committee, raised at our last Annual Assembly for the 
purpose of considering the question of this Grand Body becoming 
a constituent of the General Grand Council of the United States, 
would respectfully report that in our opinion, the best interests of 
Cryptic Masonry in Kentucky would be subserved thereby, by rea- 
son of the fact that such a union would add strength to the Rite, 
uniformity of work would be obtained and we would be brought 
into closer relations with our Companions in other States. 

We therefore recommend the adoption of the following: 

Resolved, That the Grand Council of Kentucky, R. & S. M., 
hereby gives in its adhesion to the General Grand Council of the 
United States, and respectfully petitions to be admitted as a con- 
stituent of said General Grand Body. 

Resolved, That the Grand Recorder is hereby directed to certi- 
fy this action to the Grand Recorder of the General Grand Coun- 
cil. 

On motion to adopt the report the whole matter was 

postponed indefinitely which received about the same final 
fate as in Michigan. The independent Councils seem to dis- 
like to surrender their independence. 

The annual review has a new title which as as follows : 

"Doings of Grand Councils as observed and noted by H. B. 
Grant, P. .G.'.M.\, reported." 

He opens with preliminary remarks as follows: 

My report for 1905 I thought would certainly be the last 
that would go from my pencil, and declined to write one last year, 
but circumstances have harnessed me for the present work. Be- 
fore it can be finished, I shall (D. V.) pass the three score and 
ten year mark of life, and trust my Companions will make allow- 
ances for short-comings. 

I have observed that many excellent comments of reporters 
have been overlooked in the reviews under the different States, 
therefore, while my own remarks may be of little worth, my pur- 
pose is to make as newsy notes of things done as lieth in me, 
discussing principles or oddities as occasion calls for it. 

It is an excellent report, up to the standard he has 
adopted. Michigan for 1906 and 1907 is reviewed by him. 
He says: 
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Grand Master, Bayard A. Church granted dispensations for 
three new Councils, and healed an Illinois-made R. and S. M. who 
was admitted in a Michigan Council. Just why the work of Councils 
under the Sovereign Grand Council of Illinois (which was a grow- 
ing body before the Grand Council of Michigan had a being) need- 
ed "healing," is not shown — yet a ritual was given to Comp. War- 
velle of that state. The Grand Council of Maryland was instituted 
by General Grand Chapter Councils. The acts of a State, under 
the constitution of the United States, are held as valid in every 
other State. Why not the acts of Grand Councils as well? 

Correct, go to the head of the class. 

Commenting on our Emeritus Members,, he says they 
exempt from Grand Lodge dues those who have been fifty 
years contributing Master Masons. This seems to be a 
very fair proposition. On our General Grand Council ob- 
jection he says: 

A long report touching the General Grand Council, the atten- 
tion paid Michigan's representative, and the question of becoming 
a constituent is discussed. It appears that the older Companions 
are not favorable to the merger, but younger men have the itch 
for multiplying Masonic Bodies, hence favor uniting with the Gen- 
eral Grand Council. That question will come up for Kentucky to 
determine in October. It is my individual opinion that it is difficult 
enough to pay dues and attend to the bodies we now have, without 
reaching out for more, and that the prospective good in surren- 
dering sovereignty for "constituency" is infinitesimal. 

In Kentucky the Councils act upon petition for the de- 
grees instanter without laying over. 

John T. Kincaid, Lexington, Grand Master. 
Henry B. Grant, Louisville, Grand Recorder. 



MAINE, 1907. 

The fifty-third annual was held in Portland, May 8, 
1907. Alexander A. Beaton, Grand Master presiding. The 
sixteen Councils were all represented by 32 representatives. 
The Obituary list from Michigan in the Grand Master's 
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report outnumbers any of the others. The Grand Master 
notes that delegates from the Grand Council of Michigan, 
Illinois, New Jersey and Connecticut were received at the 
General Grand Council and cordially welcomed as visitors. 
He says : "We trust at no distant day to see those Grand 
Councils fully represented on the floor of the General Grand 
Council as constituents thereof." From the reports in sev- 
eral proceedings reviewed it would look to a man up the 
tree as though the day would be more distant than Com- 
panion Beaton seems to think, as so far none of them have 
seen fit to accept the kind invitation. 

On the subject of finances he says : 

In view of the fact that the General Grand Council at the last 
Triennial Assembly has provided that annual dues of a per capita 
of two cents be paid to the General Grand Council, for each and 
every member in good standing on the roster of councils subordi- 
nate to the constituent Grand Councils, to be paid to the General 
Grand Recorder, annually, I submit to you whether some legisla- 
tion should not be perfected at this session relative thereto. In 
this Grand Council the basis of dues is not membership, and the 
income received from subordinate councils appear to me to be in- 
equitable assessed. The income of this Grand Council is derived 
from an assessment of three dollars upon each subordinate, and the 
further sum of one dollar for each and every candidate on whom 
the degrees are conferred. We are in effect saying to the subor- 
dinates, if you do any work in your councils during the coming 
year,, the Grand Council expects you to pay over a certain part 
of it to the Grand Council, but if you do no work, it will simply 
cost you three dollars for your Council's share of the running ex- 
penses of the Grand Council. A veritable premium on inactivity. 
Under this provision some Councils that are financially well fixed, 
pay a sum equal to one cent per capita, while others, struggling 
hard to make their running expenses, are paying as high as twenty 
cents per capita. Does this provision for income to defray the ex- 
penses of the Grand Council appeal to you as equitable? 

He found on his official visitations one Council working 
under the old charter granted by the Grand Council of Mas- 
sachusetts, well preserved and carefully kept in the safe. 
Its finances were well managed with the sum of $3,000 to 
the good. That is a good record. 
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He reports the Councils in a healthy and vigorous con- 
dition all doing good work. No decisions were asked for. 
In comparing the institution of Masonry to an oak tree, the 
Lodge representing the trunk, the Chapter and Council 
being the branches, he says : 

How shall we develop that part of the Grand Old Oak of 
Masonry, which is the sphere of Cryptic Masonry? One or two 
suggestions : 

First. By getting down to business methods in the Council. 
What business house could attain success by a spasmodic attempt 
once or twice a year to attend to its business? Yet we have, on 
the roster of this Grand Council, some Councils who hold only 
periodical meetings, some only once a year. Then let us insist that 
the by-laws of subordinate councils provide for regular monthly 
assemblies, as in othef branches of Masonry. This would elimi- 
nate the necessity of dispensations to receive, refer and ballot upon 
applications the same evening as received. More and more am I 
impressed with the wisdom of that ancient landmark, that no person 
be permitted to enter a body masonic, without previous notice and 
due inquiry into his character. If necessity exists, and the Council 
deems it of such moment that a dispensation is needed, and the 
necessity really exists therefore, the prerogative of the Grand Mas- 
ter can be exercised when the case demands it. 

Second. Establish a minimum fee for the degrees in our subor- 
dinate Councils, in comparison with degrees in the other branches 
of Masonry, so that these beautiful degrees, which are the summit 
of Ancient Craft Masonry in the York Rite, may be raised and 
enhanced in the estimation of those who (having no knowledge 
of them) because of the insignificant fees attached thereto, and the 
hap-hazard times when they are so often conferred in some Coun- 
cils, are led thereby to think that they are not of much importance 
to those who are really in quest of "Masonic light." 

In other words, I wish to emphasize as far as I am able to em- 
phasize the most important utterance I have read in connection 
with my attendance upon Masonic Bodies during the past thirty 
years. They are the words of Past Grand Master Albro E. Chase, 
in concluding the report of the Committee of Correspondence of 
this Grand Council for 1905, when he said: "We believe that the 
time has arrived when councils should establish fees for degrees, 
comparable with the fees for degrees in Lodges, Chapters and 
Commanderies, and that Cryptic Masonry should no longer be con- 
sidered as 'side degrees' to be conferred at any time, and for a 
paltry sum, upon a worthy Royal Arch Mason." Let these im- 
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portant words, fraught with so much of supreme importance to us 
*as Cryptic Masons, ring in our ears and be our watchword in this 
Grand Council until the standard of the crowning degrees of An- 
cient Craft Masonry shall be established in its proper place on the 
Citadel of Freemasonry. 

The Committee on Doings of Grand Officers commend- 
ed the suggestion regarding the dignified rendering of the 
Super Excellent degree as each degree is intended to ex- 
emplify some particular part of our system and the teachings 
of the Super Excellent degree certainly is no place for ex- 
cessive hilarity. 

The annual review is by Companion Albro E. Chase. 
Michigan for 1907 is given an excellent review of three 
pages. He quotes liberally from Grand Master McCloud's 
address with approval, giving his decisions and also rec- 
ommendations. He notes also the action of our Grand 
Council on affiliation with the General Grand Council. The 
annual review evidently met with his approval as he quotes 
liberally. 

Alfred S. Kimball, Norway, Grand Master. 

Stephen Berry, Portland, Grand Recorder. 



MARYLAND, 1906. 

The proceedings of the annual assembly of 1905 and 
1906 are printed in one pamphlet. An excellent portrait 
of Graham Dukehart, Grand Master, 1906, forms the front- 
ispiece. 

At the assembly in 1905, James F. Allen, Grand Mas- 
ter reported that he had succeeded in visiting all but two 
of the Councils in the jurisdiction and these he was unable 
to reach on account of the cost. Every Council in the state 
had done work during the year, 89 being greeted. The av- 
erage for the previous five years was 65. He also gave the 
following statistics : 
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That the Companions may know how we compare with other 
jurisdictions, I have prepared a table showing the number of Royal 
Arch Masons and Cryptic Masons in the United States, and the 
percentage of the former who are Select Masters. (See Addenda.) 

From this table, which I append, it will be seen that 22.7 per 
cent, of the affiliated Royal Arch Masons are members of Councils. 
Connecticut has the highest percentage — sixty — and Iowa the low- 
est — nine. Thirty-three and one-third per cent, of the members 
of the Chapters in this jurisdiction are members of Councils, which 
is far above the average, a fact in which we may feel justifiable 
pride. 

In the table given, the following jurisdictions show the 
largest percentages: Connecticut, 60; Rhode Island, 56 1-3; 
Mississippi, 52; New Hampshire, 47; Massachusetts, 41 
1-2; Indiana, 40; Vermont, 38 1-2; Massachusetts, 37 1-2; 
Ohio, 36; Michigan, 33 1-3. It places us in the tenth place, 
so far as it relates to the percentage of Council members 
to Royal Arch Masons. 

Our Grand Representative G. A. Eitel, who is Grand 
Treasurer of that jurisdiction, was present. , 

At the assembly in 1906, Grand Master Cook reports 
that tranquility reigns throughout the jurisdiction; that 
Royal Arch Companions continue to seek more light not 
because "they must" but that "they will." 

The following is of interest as it relates to the General 
Grand Master Henry C. Larrabee, who is miember of that 
jurisdiction: 

The subordinate Councils in the city of Baltimore deemed it 
proper to provide a suitable memorial in honor of our beloved Com- 
panion who has been elected General Grand Master of the United 
States, and appointed a committee to carry out this object. This 
committee decided that a portrait, to be placed in this room, would 
be the proper thing to do. The object has been accomplished, and 
it will be unveiled at this session. 

The Correspondence Committee make a report in the 
body of the proceedings but no regular, review is printed in 
the appendix. 

As to the age of the several Grand Councils the Com- 
mittee said : 
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There is the usual contest for priority. Connecticut claims to 
be the oldest — 88 years — and New York as confidently asserts that 
it is nine years older. Grant, of Kentucky, asserts that Mississippi 
is only sixteen years old, and Speed replies with warmth that it is 
52. Indiana celebrated its semi-centennial with rejoicing last year, 
and thus made a record. 

Referring to the Super Excellent degree the Committee 
further said: 

When the Grand Chapter of Maryland joined the General 
Grand Chapter in 1816 it was expressly stipulated that our mode 
of work, which included the conferring of the Select Master's de- 
gree, should not be altered. Subsequently, the Royal Master's 
degree was incorporated in the Chapter work, and both degrees 
so continued until 1872, when they were surrendered to the then 
independently organized Councils. But as yet the Super Excellent 
degree has no place in the curriculum of either Chapter or Council 
in Maryland. 

The ceremony of unveiling the portrait of the General 
Grand Master was a very pleasant occasion, an account of 
which reads as follows : 

111.". Companion, Thomas J. Shryock, M. . W. \ Grand Mas- 
ter of Masons in Maryland, and P.'. M. '. I. . G.\ Master of the 
Cryptic Rite, addressed M.\ I. . Grand Master Cook, and in a 
few well-chosen remarks, on behalf of the Companions of this Jur- 
isdiction, presented to the Grand Council the portrait of General 
Grand Master Henry Clay Larrabee, which he then unveiled. (Ap- 
plause.) 

M. \ I. '. Grand Master George Cook, on behalf of the Grand 
Council of Maryland, accepted the gift and complimented the Com- 
panions on the successful issue of their undertaking. 

The General Grand Master being called for, heartily thanked 
the Companions for the honor done him. 

Companion John M. Carter told of being in Boston at the 
election of the General Grand Master and the evident good feeling 
of the members of the General Grand Council toward our Illus- 
trious Companion. He also told of his pride on the occasion of 
the election of another Maryland Mason as the head of a General 
Grand Body of Illustrious Masons of the United States, "and now," 
said the speaker, "we have on our walls a triumvirate, consisting of 
Charles Gilman, General Grand High Priest, George L. McCahan, 
General Grand High Priest, and Henry Clay Larrabee, General 
Grand Master, to show to present and future members of the Craft 
the honored Masons of Maryland." 
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111.*. Companion Edwin J. Griffin spoke of his" gratification at 
the honor done our Most Illustrious Companion, and deservedly 
so, for it was he who, in the dark days of the Cryptic Rite of 
Masonry in Maryland, upheld her banner. 

A very fine half-tone of this distinguished Companion 
is included in the proceedings. 

The Super Excellent degree was referred to a Commit- 
tee to report at the next session. 

Graham Dukehart, Baltimore, Grand Master. 

James W. Bowers, Baltimore, Grand Recorder. 



MASSACHUSETTS, 1906. 

Special assemblies were held during the year. The 
first, February 22 at Springfield to exemplify the work for 
the benefit of the Councils in the western portion of the 
state. 

On June 18, the occasion was auspicious, the assembly 
being held for the purpose of welcoming the General Grand 
Council of the United States in Triennial Assembly. 

After the pleasant ceremony of reception and the ad- 
dresses of welcome and response the Grand Council retired 
leaving the General Grand Council to proceed with its busi- 
ness. In the evening it reconvened for the purpose of pre- 
senting the Super Excellent degree according to an inter- 
pretation arranged by Boston Council. The officers of that 
Council were admitted and gave before the General Grand 
Council a most excellent exemplification of the degree on 
an entirely different plan than that used by other jurisdic- 
tions, and which elicited the greatest praise by all who 
witnessed it. 

During the work the Ladies were entertained at a Ban- 
quet at the Algonquin Club. The Grand Council worked 
in perfect harmony with the Grand Chapter in extending the 
warm reception to all Companions visiting Boston on this 
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occasion. Very handsome guide books of Boston and vi- 
cinity were furnished the visitors which were very help- 
ful. 

A special assembly was held October 28, at Boston for 
the exemplification of the work. A committee previously 
appointed reported in favor of the adoption of a series of 
lectures for the several Cryptic Degrees. After the exem- 
plification of each degree the appropriate lecture was re- 
cited by the Committee, after which it was decided that the 
lectures should be abbreviated where possible and the mat- 
ter was referred back to the Committee for further re- 
port. 

The annual assembly was held in Boston, December 
12, 1906. Grand Recorder Waite reported a net gain of 
238 for the year and a total membership of 7,120, which 
of course places Massachusetts ahead of Michigan still. 

The Triennial Committee made a full report showing 
the cost of entertainment to be $1,525, which speaks volumes 
for the efficiency of the Committee. 

An amendment was submitted making the tax on can- 
didates $3 each and the per capita dues ten cents and an 
annual fee of $5 which should be raised to $10 on neglect 
to make annual returns. A new edition of the Constitution 
was ordered printed. Memorials to Charles M. Avery, 
P. G. P. C. W., Thomas Elliott, St. John, Past Grand Mas- 
ter, David L. Hodges, and Charles A. Skinner; D. D., were 
read. 

The Grand Master Edward S. Crandon delivered a 
lengthy annual address. He quotes a little history as fol- 
lows: 

The Grand Council of Massachusetts was constituted in 1826; 
thirty years later but five subordinate Councils composed its mem- 
bership. In the latter year, East Boston and Titus Strong Councils 
were organized. The anti-Masonic excitement explains in great 
measure the paralysis of Cryptic energy in those thirty years; with 
the advent of 1856 came a turning, which, interrupted by the great 
civil war, was followed by the last forty years of steady uplift in 
our Grand Council to our twenty-eight subordinate Councils and 
our seventy-one hundred members of 1906. To celebrate the fiftieth 
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anniversary of the constitution of Titus Strong Council, therefore, 
was to celebrate the semi-centennial of an important turning point 
in the history of this Grand Council, and I deem it worthy of special 
mention in this review of the year that our Greenfield Companions 
planned and carried out a programme of great attractiveness. 

Lectures were prepared for the degrees, on the sub- 
ject of which he says: 

The matter of preparing lectures on the three degrees of our 
Rite was brought before the Grand Council at its Annual Assem- 
bly in 1905 in the form of a motion for the appointment of a com- 
mittee to consider the matter and to prepare a series of lectures, 
if thought desirable. The committee appointed under the vote 
which followed this motion has labored zealously and at the Ex- 
emplification of the Work in Boston in October, it gave the sug- 
gested Lectures before the Grand Council. The proposed lectures 
seem to me to merit our adoption; in their compilation great care 
was taken to simplify question and answer, to make one suggest 
the other, and to keep the actual amount of work to be memorized 
as nearly as possible in the exact language of the Ritual, while 
making the whole brief and to the point. I feel that the adoption 
of these Lectures will mark a distinct step of progress in the his- 
tory of our Rite; it brings it thoroughly into accord with the gen- 
eral system of American Masonic practice, and gives to officers and 
zealous Companions opportunity to perfect themselves in the work, 
to make themselves known, should occasion require, and to familiar- 
ize all with the beautiful Ritual of our Rite. I recommend the ap- 
proval of the LeGtures as a part of our Ritual, in the hope that 
their value and usefulness will commend them to the studious 
and earnest of the Craft. It is not intended to make their use 
obligatory, but to strengthen still more the love of our Rite by ex- 
emplifying them annually under Grand Council auspices, and by 
furnishing to officers and other Companions the means of still fur- 
ther perfecting themselves in our work, and of binding yet closer 
the ties which distinguish the Select of the Craft. 

VARIATIONS IN THE WORK. 

Some time since, certain Companions of Boston Council, filled 
with zeal for the Cryptic Rite, suggested certain improvements in 
the work of the Super Excellent Degree which they were permitted 
to carry into effect in that Council and I continued the permission. 
The time has arrived, in my opinion, when we should determine 
just how much latitude is to be allowed in the work of the degrees. 
We have an approved Ritual, but in the Royal Degree a certain 
permission is given of which advantage has been taken to the en- 
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richment of the work, and on this precedent it may be suggested 
that the innovations in the Super Excellent Degree may be allowed. 
I have given much thought to this matter, the more so that the 
beauty of the innovations has attracted great attention throughout 
our Jurisdiction and also during the Triennial Assembly of the 
General Grand Council, when the officers of Boston Council ex- 
emplified this degree. Some of our Councils feel that they are 
unable to give the work as improved and we have to consider 
whether the dramatic and involved work, which but a few Coun- 
cils are able to present, is to be recognized as approved by our 
Grand Council. On the other hand, we certainly do not wish to 
discourage the spirit of improvement that seeks to enrich the work 
and to make it nobler, loftier and more impressive. There is much 
to be said on both sides — on the one, the Grand Council must not 
disappoint the zeal of any of its members, on the other it must be 
careful not to impose a Ritual beyond the practicable abilities of the 
majority, thereby discouraging them. Technically, these or any 
innovations are unjustified, but this seems to me to be a case where 
the letter may kill, the spirit make alive. 

He recommends that Deputy Grand Master, Grand 
Principal Conductor of Work, Grand Treasurer and Grand 
Recorder be known and addressed under the designation of 
"Right Illustrious. ,, They are great on titles in Massa- 
chusetts. This Grand Jurisdiction stands one notch ahead 
of Michigan in membership. 

The annual review is by Grand Recorder J. Gilman 
Waite. Michigan for 1906 received a fine review of four 
and one half pages. He devotes over a page to quotations 
from the address of Grand Master Church, finishing with : 

The activity of the Grand Master is exhibited in the record 
of his official visitations, one of which we reproduce because it 
shows how much enthusiasm Masons are willing to undertake 
through a love for the Institution. 

He thinks the experience of Companion Church in in- 
stituting new Councils in the Upper Peninsula is a good 
object lesson for those "who are opposed to a multiplicity 
of bodies having limited memberships. ,, 

He hopes the Committee who visited the General Grand 
Council will make a favorable report. The report as you 
have probably seen, Companion Waite, deferred action on 
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the matter. Michigan as a whole is not ready yet, although 
many individual members are favorable. 

Edwin S. Crandon, Boston, Grand Master. 

J. Gilman Waite, Boston, Grand Recorder. 



MINNESOTA, 1907. 

The proceedings of the Grand Council of Minnesota 
are prefaced with the usual excellent photogravure of their 
Grand Master. This time, William Clark Allen. The 
thirty-eighth annual was held in St. Paul, October 7th. All 
Councils were represented except one. Our own enthusi- 
astic and energetic Grand Representative George Forsyth 
was there in life size to look after Michigan's interest. 

In opening his address Grand Master Allen said : 

Companions: No more fitting time could have been chosen 
for our Annual Assembly, for the closing of the work of the year, 
than this beautiful month, this glorious October. 

As the fruits of the earth have been garnered and the hus- 
bandman pauses to count his loss or reap his gain, profiting if he 
will be his experience and laying his plans for the future, so do 
we meet in this, our thirty-eighth Annual Assembly to give care- 
ful consideration to the work accomplished, whether of gain or loss, 
and to lay our plans in such wise as will insure a full measure 
of gain, not only in the immediate future, but will enable us to at- 
tain that proud position by the side of our sister organizations to 
which we believe our beloved Cryptic Rite is entitled. 

Cryptic Masonry is progressing; safely — soundly — surel>. 
This is the message I bring to you. I cannot say as did my im- 
mediate predecessor, "It has been an eventful year," but I can as- 
sure you that it has been a harmonious one and that we are in per- 
fect accord with the whole Masonic world. 

This jurisdiction has been severely smitten in the death 
of their esteemed Grand Recorder Thomas Montgomery, 
who died June 7, 1907. His death came as a great shock to 
many as it was not generally known that he was sick. Of 
the vacancy created in the office of Grand Recorder he said : 

Death having deprived us of an able official, it became neces- 
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sary to fill the vacancy as early as possible in order that no con- 
fusion might arise. 

Companion Montgomery having filled the same office for all 
of the Grand Bodies, it was the unanimous opinion of the heads 
of those Bodies that a successor should be selected who would act 
for each. 

While there is no lack of ability to fill any position in the 
Grand Bodies, one person seemed to stand preeminent for those pe- 
culiar qualifications needed for this office, so that when the heads 
of the Bodies met for consultation the name of John Fishel was 
the only one considered. 

He made no official visitations. He treats the Grand 
Representative subject in the following words : 

I am a believer in the system, and do not agree with "many 
that the incumbents are the personal representatives of the ap- 
pointee. If we would but make use of them they would become 
a source of great benefit. 

I have used them frequently for many years and have ever 
found them willing and ready to secure information outside of 
official channels. 

And then recommends that the life of the commission 
be limited to expire on the annual assembly following the 
Triennial of the General Grand Council. He noted the fact 
that the first money received toward the erection of the Min- 
nesota Masonic Home and paid to the Board of Trustees 
was $50.00 from Minneapolis Council, No. 2, which in- 
dicated that the Councils in that jurisdiction are alive. 

He considers that if the degrees are worth anything 
they are worth more than $10 they are asking for them 
and he induced his own Council to amend its by-laws to 
raise the fee to $15, and after an experience of several years 
he says no member would vote to reduce the fee. He re- 
quested St. Paul Council, No. 1 to exemplify the work of 
the three degrees in the evening, which was done. He gives 
this little bit of history which is interesting : 

Although Iowa is the mother of the Councils which formed 
our Grand Council, she was by no means the founder of Cryptic 
Masonry in this Grand Jurisdiction. It was my good fortune, dur- 
ing the year 1906, to be able to furnish the facts in relation to the 
first propagation to the Rite here, and it is a matter of surprise 
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that this history, although Jong upon the shelves in the office of 
the Grand Recorder, had been overlooked, even by him. The facts 
are briefly as follows: 

In 1854 the Grand Council of the State of New York granted 
a warrant for Minnesota Council No. 5, St. Paul, Minnesota, which 
charter was declared forfeited, August 14, 1858, it having made no 
returns, paid no dues, not even paying its charter fee. 

He feels further encouraged and under the State of 
the Rite, says: 

Men who have heretofore held aloof because the Council was 
not "prerequisite" are now happy if they can be enrolled with us, 
and their wonder grows that they could so long remain without the 
fold. 

Personally, I have never countenanced prerequisition, and 
realizing that the Cryptic Rite was the equal of any, have believed 
and taught independence. 

The newly appointed Grand Recorder John Fishel pre- 
sents his first annual report in which he says the total mem- 
bership is 1,002; no were greeted during the year. 

The Committee to whom the matter was referred pre- 
sented the action taken by the Board of Trustees of the 
Masonic Home in appointing representatives from the 
Grand Council themselves instead of allowing the Grand 
Body to appoint its own representatives as others have 
done. 

The effort to increase the finances of the Grand Coun- 
cil was unavailing. The motion to raise the tax on new 
members from $i to $2 was lost, as was also Companion 
Swanstrom's amendment changing the dues from 25 cents 
to 30 cents. As the General Grand Council over which 
Companion Swanstrom presided materially increased the 
tax on subordinate Grand Councils, the financial matter 
became important but he was doomed to disappointment 
as the amendment did not carry. 

The annual review is the work of Companion William 
C. Allen. Michigan for 1907 received a short review. 

Charles B. Johnson, Red Wing, Grand Master. 
John Fishel, St. Paul, Grand Recorder. 
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MISSISSIPPI, 1907. 

The good strong face of Companion O. L. McKay is 
shown in half-tone in the frontispiece of the proceedings. 
The fifty-second annual was held in Natchez, February 20, 
1907, Michigan being duly represented by Companion Jo- 
seph H. Brooks. 

The meeting was called to order by Past Grand Master 
Frederick Speed, who addressing the Grand Captain of 
the Guard demanded: 

"Are all present Royal and Select Masters? Captain 
of the Guard: All present are Royal and Select Mas- 
ters. Companion Speed: Is our number complete? 
Captain of the Guard: Alas, no, the Grand Master's seat 
is vacant enshrouded in emblems of deepest mourning." 

Companion Speed then, proceeded in his choicest lan- 
guage to deliver a memorial over the death of Companion 
Phineas Messenger Savery, M. I. Grand Master, who died 
December 20, 1906. Companion Speed said in opening : 

Yea, verily, Companions the veil of our heads is grief; it is 
as the mourning for an only son and the end thereof as a bitter 
day to those in a lonely house, for the peace of God which passeth 
all understanding, fell upon our Grand Master on the 20th day of 
December last, when Phineas Messenger Savery was gathered unto 
his fathers. While it is true that we had long looked for this 
event, which has saddened all our lives, and when we parted from 
his last year at Brookhaven, it was with the feeling, that the parting 
of the roads had come and he would not again return to our midst, 
nevertheless, the blow is not less poignant and the tears flow as 
freely as if it had come suddenly. For many years he had been 
the central figure around whose person the Grand Council revolved 
and we all know that it was through his untiring efforts and un- 
flagging zeal, that the fires were rekindled upon our altars in 1889 
and have ever since glowed with warmth and vigor. It was no 
ordinary man, who filled' the chair for so long, which is now vacant 
in the East. Others will come, as there always does in God's 
Providence, one who will wear his jewel, but to those of us who 
companied with him for so many years and sat at his feet and 
looked up to him in our Masonic Israel, there will always be in 
this Grand Council, a vacant chair in the East. As the pale cold 
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lips of the dead preach to us the most eloquent sermons, so will 
the words which he spoke live to inspire and encourage us. While 
it would not be pleasing to him, if we were to give way to the feeling 
of grief, which fills all our hearts and makes our coming together 
today so inexpressibly sad, nature exacts and duty demands that 
we should give expression to a sense of the immeasurable loss 
that we have sustained. 

The Grand Council was then opened in due form by 
the Deputy Grand Master. Fifteen of the forty-four Coun- 
cils were not represented, which is rather a large percen- 
tage. 

Companion Speed, Grand Recorder reports that twenty 
of the forty-four Councils had made their returns for that 
year and states that while it is to be regretted that so many 
Councils are delinquent in thier returns it is only a repe- 
tition of the history of the past. He states that the Coun- 
cils will doubtless make their returns and pay arrearages 
if the Grand Council is only patient enough to wait for the 
Companions to arouse from the somnambulant state in 
which they have fallen. This is another sample of the free 
and easy south. One time is as good as another. I should 
think, however, that Companion Speed would be in a mix- 
up most of the time trying to keep checked up with these 
Councils. 

The Finance Committee recommended donation of 
$1,000 to the building fund of the Masonic Home and their 
report was adopted. Certainly a very liberal appropriation 
for. Grand Council. 

No report on correspondence is published but a me- 
morial tribute to the memory and merits of Grand Master 
P. M. Savory, by Frederick Speed forms appendix to the 
proceedings. 

John S. Cobb, Verona, Grand Master. 
Frederick Speed, Vicksburg, Grand Recorder. 
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MISSOURI, 1907. 

The printed proceedings of the forty-second annual 
assembly constitutes a well printed, nicely arranged volume. 
The annual assembly was held in St. Louis, April 23, 1907. 
Companion John H. Barr, Grand Master, presided. He 
reports that they met with official ranks undisturbed but 
was obliged to report the death of one Past Grand Master, 
Allen McDowell. He requested and received waiver of 
jurisdiction from the Grand Council of Arkansas over nine 
Companions who reside near the border. He made several 
visitations and had the pleasure of witnessing the conferring 
of degrees "upon a large class." To the writer's notion 
this is a great mistake and is responsible in some jurisdic- 
tions for the lack of interest throughout the year as work 
is gathered together with a "horse rake" and thrashed out 
in one bunch. Consequently "nothing doing" the balance 
of the year. 

He exercised his judicial authority and set aside the 
dimit which had been issued to former Grand Recorder by 
his Council, as charges were pending in Grand Council and 
investigation in progress. Here is a copy of his edict : 

It appears to be a well settled principle of law that if one of 
our Companions commits a moral offense or a Masonic offense 
and is permitted to dimit and affiliate in another jurisdiction he is 
no longer subject to our penal code (see proceedings of the Grand 
Lodge of Missouri, page 104, of the Journal of 1904, decision No. 
2 of the Jurisprudence Committee, appointed by the Grand Lodge.) 

It seems to be equally well settled that the proceedings of a 
Grand Body when printed and promulgated impart notice to all 
concerned of any action pending and undetermined and it becomes 
the duty of the subordiate body to act accordingly (see Section 191 
of the Grand Council By-Laws.) 

In the proceedings of the Grand Council for 1906, page 34, 
a matter was referred to me for investigation and report, which may 
or may not involve moral terpitude on the part of an ex-official 
of the Grand Council, and which is still pending, and cannot be 
disposed of until the Grand Council again assembles. 

It further appears that your Council on the stated assembly 
of January 2nd, 1907, failed to take notice, as above set forth, and 
granted a dimit to said ex-official for the purpose of joining a 
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Council in another jurisdiction which would release him from our 
findings and our penal code. 

In view of the law and facts I have to declare that the dimit 
issued as aforesaid is void and of no effect, and that the applica- 
tion therefor must be held subject to final determination of matters 
pending by the Grand Council at its next Assembly. 

The former Grand Recorder also seemed to be mixed 
somewhat in his binding bills and investigation was insti- 
tuted which developed the fact that instead of $17.20 being 
due the Grand Recorder as claimed by him, there was a 
balance due Grand Council. To a man up a tree it looks 
as though matters were decidedly mixed during his ad- 
ministration. The rent account showed a deficit during 
seven years of $484.06 for the several bodies. All vouchers 
which could be found were endorsed by him as agent. The 
Grand Master had taken occasion to make personal investi- 
gation into all phases of the accounts and made a tabulated 
report. 

Grand Recorder Stevenson reports statistics as fol- 
lows: Number of Councils, 15; passed the Circle, 189; to- 
tal membership, 1,477; net g&* n > I 53- He recommends a 
change in the method of drawing money to one requiring 
the signatures of more than one officer of the Grand Coun- 
cil and that warrants be in voucher form, according to the 
best modern experience. He made an appeal for a card 
index system for its members as follows: 

As our finances are in good condition it is an opportune time 
to place the Grand Council in comparative category with the Grand 
Chapter and Grand Commandery as to a card index system for 
its membership. Nearly all of the jurisdictions publish annually 
the list of members which enables them to be traced without diffi- 
culty. Missouri has not done so because of the expense attached. 
Active work in the existing Councils has awakened the dormant 
desire of the non-affiliates of defunct bodies and requires intermin- 
able effort on the part of the Grand Recorder to ascertain and fix 
their status so as to issue dimits. A card index system would 
supply the deficiency arising from non-publication of the names 
and greatly facilitate the search. I will gladly undertake the work 
if the Grand Council will provide for the expense. 

He further recommends that the remaining Grand Mas- 
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ters be provided with suitable testimonials in the form* of 
jewels. The report on Masonic Home commends the ex- 
cellent and business-like management of that institution. 
Missouri's Home has a reputation to be proud of. 

Thfe various Committees reported, no visiting Compan- 
ions ; no unfinished business ; no appeals and grievances, and 
no new Councils to charter. The Committee on Mileage 
and Per Diem recommended that no mileage and per diem 
be paid, but that beginning with the next annual assembly 
each representative and Grand Officer be paid per diem of 
$2 per day and mileage not to exceed four cents per mile 
one way, for those who do not receive mileage from Grand 
Chapter, and that a penalty be adopted of forfeiture of per 
diem to representatives of Councils who do not make re- 
turns. This is not exactly right. There should be some 
method evolved by which offending Recorders could be 
charged with the penalty, as he is the fellow who is re- 
sponsible and not the newly elected Master. 

The Grand Council was none too soon in ordering jew- 
els for some of its Past Masters, for since the appropriation 
was made two of them have died. Rather late honors. Bi- 
ographical sketches and portraits of John H. Barr, Grand 
Master, and John A. Dolan, Grand Master in 1888 are 
printed in the proceedings. 

The annual review is the work of Grand Recorder Ste- 
venson, and Michigan for 1906 is' given one and one-half 
pages of his attention. The following is quoted : 

The wife of the Grand Lecturer compiled a report from his 
memoranda, and it was printed in the proceedings. 

Michigan comes off from the bargain shelf and in 1907 her 
fees will be ten dollars for the degrees. 

The question of uniting with the General Grand Council was 
raised by a favorable motion, discussed generally and finally re- 
ferred to a special committee of three who should visit at Boston 
and report at the next Assembly. They were there, but we cannot 
anticipate the report. 

George T. Burnham, Milan, Grand Master. 

Robert F. Stevenson, St. Louis, Grand Recorder. 
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NEBRASKA, 1907. 

The twenty-eighth annual assembly of this Grand Coun- . 
cil was held in Omaha, December n, 1907, with represen- 
tatives from fifteen of the twenty Councils present. 

Grand Master Cannon granted dispensations for new 
Councils at Longpine and Central City. The following was 
his only decision : 

Question. "I find nothing in the law of our Grand Council 
which provides that suspension in lodge or chapter, suspends in 
the council. Neither can I find anything in the General Grand 
Council law governing this subject. The code of by-laws provided 
by the General Grand Council for the government of the subordi- 
nate councils under its immediate control show that suspension in 
either lodge or chapter suspends in the council. Make a. ruling on 
this question at an early date in order that I may be governed ac- 
cordingly." 

Answer. "Without legislation making membership in a Council 
of Royal and Select Masters dependent upon membership, in good 
standing, in lodge or chapter, or both, suspension in lodge or chap- 
ter, or both, would not work suspension of membership in the coun- 
cil. We have no such dependent membership regulation in the law 
governing the Cryptic Rite in Nebraska. Hence those members 
of Tuscan Council No. 15 whose membership in lodge and chapter 
has been suspended, hold the same relation to our Cryptic bodies 
as all others of said Tuscan Council, whose standing in lodge and 
chapter is unquestioned." 

Grand Recorder White reported that the appropriation 
for binding volume one of the Grand Council proceedings 
was not sufficient and the work was held over. All Coun- 
cils made returns and paid dues, 1,210 members are enrolled 
and the net gain was 118. The following amendment to 
the law was adopted and is worthy of consideration : 

Add to Chapter XI. the following: "The Grand Council, or 
if it is not in session, the Grand Master, may transfer any council 
which has decided to surrender its charter, or any council whose 
charter may have been suspended, to any locality in this juris- 
diction desiring a council." 

The following action was taken: 

It was resolved that in all cases where chapters have con- 
ferred the degrees of Royal and Select Master, the Grand Master 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



56 ANNUAL REVIEW. 

is authorized, when satisfactory evidence is produced that Royal 
Arch Masons have received the degrees of Royal and Select Mas- 
ter in chapters in this jurisdiction and have been healed, to issue 
certificates to be used for affiliation, such certificates to serve in 
place of dimits. 

A fine steel engraving of George W. Lininger faces 
a memorial page dedicated to his memory. 

The annual review is something of a hash and was pre- 
pared along the lines tried in this jurisdiction some years 
ago. Grand Recorder explains it as follows: 

At the last annual assembly, held in the city of Omaha on 
December nth, 1907, a motion was made and carried that the 
representatives of the several Grand Councils be requested to fur- 
nish reviews of the Grand Councils they represent. Immediately 
after the close of the Grand Council copies of the proceedings of 
all other Grand Councils that were on file in the Grand Recorder's 
office were sent to the representatives with a request that they 
review them. Some of the Grand Councils do not send their pro- 
ceedings very promptly to this Grand Jurisdiction, and some of them 
do not send them at all. The following is the result of my en- 
deavors to procure reviews of the several Grand Councils. 

Twenty-four jurisdictions are reviewed which consid- 
ering is a pretty fine showing. Michigan is reviewed by 
our Grand Representative, the ever faithful Daniel H. 
Wheeler. In opening he says : 

M. . I.*. Arthur H. McCloud, Grand Master, presided over 
the deliberations of the assembly; in the second paragraph of his 
address he says in substance that he assumed the high station of 
Grand Master fearing that he had undertaken much more than fie 
could possibly achieve. His modesty prevents his mentioning his 
own services to the Craft, for we find him saying that the meas- 
ure of success that has attended the past year has been due to the 
eagerness with which the members received his efforts to upbuild 
and uplift the glorious Cryptic Rite. 

It is a good review of one and one-half pages. All 
matters of interest were touched upon and presented in the 
proper light. Long live our Grand Representative near 
Nebraska. 

John E. Simpson, Omaha, Grand Master. 

Francis E. White, Omaha, Grand Recorder. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NEW BRUNSWICK. 57 

NEW BRUNSWICK, 1907. 

The Supreme Grand Council of the Cryptic Rite of the 
Maritime Provinces held its annual convocation at the 
Grand East, in the Masonic Hall, St. John, N. B., August 
26, 1907. R.\ 111.*. Dp. \ Grand Master Andrew Mc- 
Nichol, was in the chair, the M.\ P. \ Grand Master, Alex- 
ander Burchill, having died shortly after the last annual 
convocation. 

In his report Companion McNichol made feeling ref- 
erences to the demise of our late Grand Master. The jewel 
and furniture of Grand Council was by formal vote ordered 
to be put in mourning, out of respect for the late Grand 
Master, Companion Burchill. 

Woodstock Council, No. 14, was organized at Wood- 
stock, N. B., and on the recommendation of the acting 
Grand Master, a warrant was ordered to be issued to the 
new Council. 

Carleton Council, No. 3, of West St. John, has been 
resuscitated and has again become active. 

The Grand Recorder and the Grand Treasurer submit- 
ted detailed statements as to official acts, receipts and ex- 
penditures during the year. 

The Auditor reported an increase in membership and 
also in the funds. 

R.\ 111.'. Companion Jas. J. Phillips, Inspector General 
for Quebec, reported Victoria Council, No. 13, of Montreal, 
to be in a flourishing condition. 

E. J. Everett, St. John, Grand Master. 

Frank A. Godsoe, St. John, Grand Recorder. 



NEW HAMPSHIRE, 1907. 

A special assembly was held in Derry for the purpose 
of constituting Mount Nebo Council, No. 15. 
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The annual assembly was held in Concord, May 13, 
1907. Our Grand Representative, Henry L. Sanderson, 
was there as Past Master of the Council, but is not credited 
as representing Michigan. Companion Woodbury, give an 
account of yourself. When we get such a valuable adjunct 
as the Grand Representative system and then are not recog- 
nized it is a very serious situation. Companion Sanderson 
made the report of Credentials and perhaps it is his modesty 
that bespeaks his merit. 

Grand Master French reports that the year has been 
one of progress and prosperity, nearly all Councils have 
been active and their membership increased. They met 
with a severe loss in the death of Albert Scripture Wait, 
who died at Newport, October 7, 1906. He was for many 
years the writer of the reviews of the several Grand Bodies 
in that state. Thus was widely known throughout the 
country. 

The Councils were assigned to the several Grand Offi- 
cers for visitation. The Grand Master was present at the 
Triennial at Boston, and in making his report has the fol- 
lowing to say of the Super Excellent degree as conferred 
there : 

In the evening the degree of Super Excellent Master 
was exemplified by Boston Council, No. 1. To me, this was one 
of the most enjoyable events of the season. Although the work 
differed in many respects from our ritual, and was produced with 
a lavishness that few, if any, Councils in our jurisdiction could 
afford, it was demonstrated that this degree can be made one of 
much beauty. After the work receptions were held at several of 
the state headquarters. 

This jurisdiction has a membership of 1,964, which in- 
creased 81 during the year. A proposition was presented to 
amend the constitution introducing a Grand Chaplain into 
the line of Grand Officers. 

The annual review is the work of Companion Joseph 
E. Robins. Michigan for 1906 comes under his attention. 
Of the address of Grand Master Church, he says: "We 
would like to quote the whole paper. We give a few ex- 
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tracts." Of the deaths of our distinguished Companions 
Blades and Tracy, he says: 

Companion Blades was eighty-five, and Companion Tracy 
was seventy-seven, at the time of their death. Both men were 
pillars of strength and beauty in the Temple of Masonry; men 
of head, heart and action. The sketches of their lives seem to be 
tributes of heart-affection, reminding us of two of our late stal- 
wart heroes, brothers and Companions beloved, Joseph Kidder and 
Joseph W. Fellows. None can ever really take their places. They 
fill their own individual niche, unique characters of our noble 
Order. 

This is his maiden effort as reviewer and will certainly 
meet with approval. I quote his conclusion : 

Companions: This is my first attempt at reviewing any part 
or department of Masonic proceedings. It may not seem necessary 
to make the explanation. 

The work has been not a "task" but a "delight." These busy 
hours have been among the happiest of my life. How I would 
like to see those Illustrious Companions whose noble sentiments 
and spirit I have been drinking in. We shall meet — some day. 

Here endeth our first lesson. 

Fred E. French, Concord, Grand Master. 
Frank D. Woodbury, Concord, Grand Recorder. 



NEW JERSEY, 1907. 

The forty-ninth annual assembly was held in Trenton, 
March 19, 1907. Only four Councils were represented. 
Michigan's Grand Representative, Linsley Rowe, failed to 
put in his appearance. 

The annual address of Grand Master covers two pages 
only, and. shows but little doing during the year. The 
Grand Recorder's statistics show but 70 were greeted dur- 
ing the year and their total membership is 722, gain of 31. 
The total receipts were $180.50. 

Companion Hiram A. Deats makes the annual review 
of other jurisdictions in a full fledged report of eighteen 
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pages, covering twenty-nine titles. Michigan for 1906 is 
reviewed. He calls Grand Master Church's address a busi- 
ness-like document and notes the permanent members of 
the Grand Council who had died during the year. He said 
the letter from General Grand Master inviting Michigan to 
.unite with the General Grand Council, was read and placed 
on file without comment. He certainly must have over- 
looked that long-winded report by the Committee to whom 
the matter was referred and who visited the General Grand 
Council to see what it looked like. The Committee were 
very highly entertained and cordially welcomed, but Grand 
Council is not yet ready to affiliate. 

J. Edward Blackmore, Newark, Grand Master. 
John B. Berthoft, Jersey City, Grand Recorder. 



NEW YORK, 1907. 

The Grand Council of New York met in Masonic Hall, 
New York City, August 27th, 1907. Excellent portraits of 
Fred E. Ogden, Grand Master and R. C. Christiance, Grand 
Master 1889 form the frontispiece to the proceedings. These 
proceedings are nicely printed but the arrangement is bad, 
there being no headings to the reports it is very difficult to 
find or locate any subject quickly. 

The Grand Master's address is mostly of local interest 
covering thirty- four pages of the proceedings. In opening, 
he said : 

The feeling of veneration and respect for that which is an- 
cient, is native in the human breast, and, therefore,- it is with 
chastened pleasure and worthy pride, that we meet today, in this 
mighty city, grown so famous, where our honored fathers of this 
Grand Council assembled nearly a century ago. With the mem- 
ories of our glorious past embalmed in our hearts, the realities of 
the present and the prospects of the future will be the more in- 
spiring, as we feel the warm grasp of each others hands. We are 
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assembled to cheer and encourage each other, by recounting the 
achievements of our Rite in this Empire State, and to lay the 
foundation for new work during the year about to dawn. 

He made many visitations and attended many recep- 
tions during his term. He was delighted to receive the re- 
print of the early proceedings of that Grand Jurisdiction 
which had been prepared by the Library Committee, and 
proceeded to quote liberally from this reprint which con- 
tains many items of very interesting history of the early 
struggles of the Rite in this country. He recommends an 
amendment to the installation ceremony providing that spe- 
cific attention shall be called to the charter of the Council, 
and that it be presented to the Master when installed, 
charging him that it must be displayed at every assembly 
of the Council and that he shall be responsible for its cus- 
tody. He recommends a liberal appropriation to Com- 
panion George Van Vliet, Chairman of the Library Com- 
mittee, to compensate him for services performed in con- 
nection with the reprint of the early proceedings. 

Grand Recorder Van Vliet in his statistical report 
shows the membership to be 4,724, net increase of 374. This 
is the last report made by this excellent Companion as his 
death occurred soon after the annual assembly. He was 
made Honorary Past Grand Master, August 30, 1898, and 
was the only person upon whom this honor was conferred 
by the Grand Council of New .York. A memorial page in 
the proceedings dedicated to his memory states : "With the 
hand of death upon him, he prepared these proceedings for 
publication." 

The city of Rochester was chosen for the next place 
of meeting. The Committee on Law recommends that res- 
idence of six months within the state be required of all can- 
didates for the degrees. The Grand Recorder's salary was 
placed at $400. Foreign Correspondence Committee re- 
ceived $75 ; $125 special appropriation was voted to Grand 
Recorder Van Vliet for his reprint work. The Recorders 
in this jurisdiction are given from the 31st of December to 
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the 30th day of June to get their annual returns in to the 
Grand Recorder's hands. They are certainly very liberal 
in this regard in that jurisdiction. 

The annual review is by a Committee headed by John 
W. Coburn, and Michigan for 1907 received a three page 
review. The following is noted: 

"A letter of regret at his enforced absence, and alive with 
fraternal love and loyalty, was read from that charming Mason, 
the veteran Hugh McCurdy, to which the Grand Council, deeply 
regretting an absence, unknown for many years, responded by 
telegram, praying for his improved health." 

He considers that Grand Master McCloud is an en- 
thusiast, and quotes liberally from his address. He dis- 
covered the writer's slip and comments upon it as fol- 
lows: 

We do not exactly know whether the printer got mixed, or 
Companion Conover had a slip (a remarkably rare occurrence) 
for he says "Visitors from the independent Grand Councils of New 
York, etc." Now while he is certainly correct, for New York is 
independent, even to the extent of the independence of Michigan, 
we think he has fallen into the use of this misleading application 
of the term. While New York is perfectly independent, it is also 
a very loyal associate of the Councils forming the General Grand 
Council of the United States, being a constituent member thereof. 
He goes very fully into the history of the organization of the 
General Grand Body (quoting many original documents), and of 
the occasions when joining therewith have been before their Grand 
Council. The result of the action of the Grand Council on the 
report was to decline to accept the invitation to become one of 
those banded together for the advancement of our cause, preferring 
to do their own excellent labors in and for Michigan. We are sorry, 
they are great workers out there, we like them and we wanted 
them. 

In commenting also upon the explanation of what 
Emeritus Members meant in this jurisdiction he says : "That 
figure 271 has brighter significance than before we knew 
exactly what it meant." 

William H. Andrews, New York, Grand Master. 
Charles T. Lunt, New York, Grand Recorder. 
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NORTH CAROLINA, 1907. 

The portrait of Edward B. Neave, Grand Master 1907, 
faces the title page of the proceedings of the Grand Coun- 
cil of North Carolina, which held its thirty-first annual as- 
sembly in Greensboro, May 15, 1907. 

The Grand Master -presents a good address from which 
I clip the following: 

It is said that the design of the Masonic institution is to 
make its votaries wiser, better and consequently happier. I believe 
this may be as truthfully said of the Cryptic Rite as of any other 
part of Masonry, and if this is true, everyone of us ought to be 
more deeply interested in seeing these beautiful degrees more 
widely disseminated, for no man can have a higher aspiration 
than to contribute what he can toward making men wiser, better 
and happier. I have never been able fully to understand why there 
is so little interest, among Royal Arch Masons, in this beautiful and 
interesting part of Masonry. These degrees are not only beautiful 
in themselves, but are an essential link in the chain of Masonry. 
And the only explanation of this seeming want of interest, that 
I can suggest, is the fact that the Commandery does not require 
candidates for the Orders of the Temple to have taken the council 
degrees. I understand that in some of the States there are no 
Councils, and in such a case it would be a hardship to require 
candidates for the Orders of Knighthood to have taken degrees 
which were not conferred within their reach ; and yet it seems 
to me that each Grand Commandery should be allowed a sufficient 
amount of latitude to meet such an exigency, by requiring the 
Council degrees to have been taken by all applicants for the Orders 
of Knighthood in Jurisdictions where Councils exist. I believe 
this would greatly help in building up the Council, and I do not 
believe it would prevent a single one from becoming a Knight 
Templar. No Royal Arch Mason can fully comprehend the mys- 
teries of that august degree until they are made plain in the light 
of the Royal and Select Masters degrees, and yet we find from the 
report of the Grand Recorder that there were over 1,500 Royal 
Arch Masons in North Carolina last year — and only about 300 
Council Masons. 

Death had passed them by during the year so far as 
official circle was concerned. He granted a dispensation 
for one new Council at Kinston. He says he was informed 
that Companion Munds with some other Companions rep- 
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resented the Grand Council at the General Grand Council 
at Boston. Yes, North Carolina was ably represented by 
the Illustrious Grand Recorder as I had the pleasure of 
meeting him there. 

The Grand Recorder's statistics show 58 greeted, total 
membership 341. 

The annual review is again the work of Companion 
James Southgate, whom I also met at Boston and he carried 
off the palm for size and weight at the meeting of the Guild. 
He gives a splendid review. Michigan for 1907 was given 
over a page of his space. He says Grand Master Church's 
report is well written and gives evidence of activity of the 
Cryptic Rite under his administration. He has very kind 
words of commendation for the writer's work as Grand Re- 
corder and Reviewer, which are very much appreciated, 
coming as they do from such a veteran in the Guild. 

Edward B. Neave, Salisbury, Grand Master. 

James C. Munds, Wilmington, Grand Recorder. 



OHIO, 1907. 



The proceedings of the Grand Council of Ohio are one 
of the best printed pamphlets that reaches the writer's desk. 
This year they are embellished with fine portraits of Grand 
Master E. H. Archer, and Grand Recorder William E. 
Evans, and are most excellent examples of the engravers' 
art, typifying two fine looking Companions. No boquets, 
please. 

The seventy-eighth annual was held in Columbus, Oc- 
tober 1, Grand Recorder Evans like our friend Gil Barnard, 
is another Recorder who writes out the Grand Chaplain's 
prayers in full. 

Companion O. A. B. Senter, representing the Compan- 
ions of Columbus, extended a cordial welcome to the Grand 
Council, which was ably responded to by Past Grand Mas- 
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ter Nelson Williams, in his most pleasing style. He di- 
gresses a little and launches out on a brief history of the 
Rite and its introduction into this country. 

Grand Master presents a fine address covering twenty- 
three pages. Under "Our Honored Dead" he reports the 
death of Past Grand Master David Winegarner. An ex- 
cellent portrait of this Companion faces a memorial no- 
tice. 

The Grand Master personally constituted each of the 
four new Councils which received charters the previous 
year. For the inspection of Councils he divided the state 
into nine arches* and each arch into three divisions, and ap- 
pointed an inspector over each division. The expense of 
the inspections amounted to $272.66, and 3,204 Companions 
were present. He finds that sixty-three Councils own and 
use arches and proper furniture and four do not, and that 
fifty-seven Councils own and use robes and three do not. 
Thirty-nine Councils conferred the Super Excellent degree. 
In closing up the subject he says : 

Our proud distinction of being the premier Grand Council of 
the world is the result of zealous work and the united condition 
of all Councils within our Jurisdiction. 

Our membership of more than ten thousand reflects the loyal, 
zealous and united efforts and energies of the officers and Com- 
panions entrusted with the duties, responsibilities and privileges in 
their respective Councils. These splendid achievements have been 
aided by the harmonions and united solicitude of Craft, Royal 
Arch, Cryptic and Templar Masons of this Jurisdiction, and a con- 
tinuance of these conditions and of this spirit will maintain and 
increase the standing, worth and opportunities of Cryptic Masonry. 
Annual Inspections and visits have been productive of much good 
and have done much to place us in our present exalted position, 
and, therefore, their continuance is earnestly recommended. 

He issued dispensations for two new Councils, located 
at Westerville and Washington. He recommended that 
$50 be appropriated to the Masonic Home; that portrait 
of Grand Recorder be included in the proceedings which 
accounts for its appearance, and that each officer and Com- 
mittee be required to meet a day preceding the annual 
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meeting receive pay for one extra day. His decisions were 
as follows: 

Held: That the officers named in the Charter must be in- 
stalled after the Council is constituted, before the Council can do 
any work or transact business, said officers so installed to hold their 
office until their successors are elected and installed. 

Held: When no rule is prescribed by the Constitution, By- 
Laws or Decisions of this Grand Council, the Rule of the Grand 
Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, and Grand Chapter, Royal 
Arch Masons, in so far as applicable, governs. 

Held: That the purpose of a Dispensation is to relieve against 
some circumstance or event, happening by reason of accident or 
unforseen cause or emergency, and cannot be extended to annul 
the ordinary force of a rule of the Grand Council; 

Therefore: The Grand Master cannot, by Dispensation, sus- 
pend the rule requiring petitions for the degrees or membership 
to be received and balloted for at a Stated Assembly. 

Nor: To authorize the election of officers at a Special Assem- 
bly preceding the time fixed by the Constitution and the By-Laws 
of a Council. 

Nor: By Dispensation, suspend the By-Laws of a Council. 

Held: That the rank, title and prerogative of a Past Thrice 
Illustrious Master, although acquired as the result of an irregular 
election, he having served his term for which he was elected, un- 
questioned and unchallenged, cannot be annulled, rescinded or 
taken away by any action of a Subordinate body of which he is a 
member. 

The Masonic Home report is printed in full in the 
proceedings. A description of the new hospital building 
is given as follows, and half-tone shown : 

The hospital erected and furnished by The Order of the East- 
ern Star of Ohio is nobly fulfilling its mission, and is of great 
value in caring for our sick and disabled, many of whom are con- 
stantly within its precincts. 

The walls of all the rooms and corridors, as well as the front 
porch, have been painted this year, adding greatly to its health- 
fulness and beauty. The view from the building is superb and 
is greatly enjoyed by the occupants. 

Meals are prepared in the basement of the building, and 
raised to the different floors by dumb waiters, thence carried to 
the rooms, so that none need leave their comfortable quarters in 
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order to be served. The grounds surrounding it are very hand- 
some. * We are proud of our hospital and appreciate its useful- 
ness. 

The Committee on Accounts recommended appropria- 
tion to Committee on Foreign Correspondence $100 ; Grand 
Recorder's salary, $500; office rent, $100; $1,000 to the 
Masonic Home Endowment fund; $500 to the General 
Fund of the Masonic Home ; $300 inspection expenses. 

The annual review is the second report written by 
Companion Nelson Williams for the Grand Council and is 
fully up to the usual standard adopted. Michigan for 1907 
receives a good review of nearly three pages. Of Grand 
Master McCloud's address he says : 

The Grand Master presents a full and complete statement of 
his official acts during the year in a well written report covering 
twelve pages. 

And then quotes his remarks regarding the Council 
degrees and their effect upon the candidates. 

Of Grand Lecturer Maynard's report he says : 

They have a Grand Lecturer system in Michigan and from the 
report which he makes of his visitations, he must be one who per- 
forms the duties assigned him. He urges very strongly a higher 
quality of work and a closer attention to detail in conferring the 
Degrees, and insists that the Degrees are well worth all that is 
now charged for them in that Jurisdiction. 

After discussing the report of the Committee appoint- 
ed to visit the General Grand Council, he concludes : 

The sum and substance of the whole matter is that the Com- 
mittee was warmly received, courteously treated and delightfully 
entertained, and if we can read between the lines they thought 
it might be a good thing to be one of the constituents of the Gen- 
eral Grand Council, but unfortunately the General Grand Council, 
not being advised as to the economical proclivities of our Com- 
panions from Michigan, adopted an amendment to the Constitution 
raising the tax on Subordinate Grand Councils from fifty cents 
per Council to two cents per member, the effect of which would be 
to make our Michigan Companions fork over about $100.00 more 
per year than if the old basis of taxation had been retained. This 
appears to have been a stumbling block and no action was taken 
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by the Grand Council. This is the first financial argument we 
have seen on the part of the Sovereign or Independent Grand 
Councils, but we are frank to admit that it is about the best one 
offered. We have not however given up the hope that with the 
splendid increase in membership shown by the reports of recent 
years, this Grand Council will eventually be one of the most active 
in the General Grand Council. 

He thinks that after we have seen Ohio's report show- 
ing their net gain of 1,094, and total membership of 10,261, 
that Michigan will hardly be ambitious to get to the top. 
However, he says they are willing that we should be their 
next door neighbor in rank of membership as well as ad- 
joining jurisdiction. Thank you. We are going to keep 
as close as we can to you at any rate. 

Milton B. Dickerson, Marion, Grand Master. 

William E. Evans, Chillicothe, Grand Recorder. 



OREGON, 1907. 

The twenty-second annual assembly was held in Cor- 
vallis, Oregon, April 10, 1907. Six Councils were repre- 
sented. The representatives of thirteen Grand Jurisdic- 
tions were greeted as being present but Michigan seems to 
have been out in the cold, Companion P. S. Malcolm not 
being present but he was not unmindful of his duties and 
responsibilities in connection with his appointment and was 
one of the three who though absent forwarded reports to 
the Grand Councils represented by them. 

Grand Master's address covers five pages of the pro- 
ceedings. After expatiating on the merits and glories of 
Oregon, he says: 

But while we are blest with beautiful scenery and temperate 
climate, we are still far from occupying a leading position in the 
sisterhood of Grand Councils. 

But while not strong in numbers he claims that they 
are strong in all the features which go to make a successful 
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Grand Body. The following is his conception of our pres- 
ent day progress and the part which Masonry holds: 

We are entering upon an era as momentous in the history of 
our country as any that has preceded it. Looking across the 
sea, we behold nations just merging from the sleep of centuries, 
and we cannot but realize the great influence they will exert in 
the years to come. In the preparation necessary for the meeting 
of these people as men and brethren, Cryptic Masonry has a noble 
work to perform. Masonry teaches that all men are brethren, 
and that we are children of One Almighty Parent, inhabitants of 
the same planet and members of one family, whose duty it is to 
protect and support one another. Masonry teaches the Father- 
hood of God and the Brotherhood of Man. It will be a work of 
patriotism and love for our Craft to take a stand for equal rights 
for all men, knowing no distinction other than goodness and 
merit, and carrying out in our daily lives, and in our relationship to 
one another and to the State the divine statement "Of one blood 
God hath created all mankind." This is the true mission of Free 
Masonry and in it Cryptic Masonry is destined to play an import- 
ant part. The spirit manifested by the brethren today is. such as 
presages a mighty uplift. In the years yet to come, when the East 
shall meet the West and when there must be an amalgamation of 
all nations now here, or, yet to come to this country, we can 
look for a higher type of American; a man possessing the highest 
attributes of manhood; whose position in the world will reflect 
credit upon our country, and whose wisdom and strength will en- 
able him to bridge over the petty differences and distinctions and 
prejudices which we now know. In the process of bringing about 
this long-wished-for condition and time we have our work to per- 
form. Let us then imitate the example of that guiding spirit and 
leader of the Hebrew people, who laboring upon the walls of the 
temple with trowel in one hand and sword in the other, spoke 
encouraging words to cheer the drooping spirits of his country- 
men. 

He strongly urges the necessity of present officers of 
Councils to instruct their members to present the claims of 
Cryptic Masonry and asks consideration of Royal Arch 
Companions to the claims of this branch of Masonry as a, 
part of their Masonic education. Like others he considers 
the knowledge of the Council work as absolutely necessary 
to a correct understanding of the so-called higher degrees. 
Not necessarily that alone Companion Dempsey but to a 
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correct understanding of all degrees which have preceded 
them. 

The Grand Recorder's report is a clear statement of 
the business which has passed through his office. He re- 
ports the total membership 413, fifty-nine of whom were 
received and greeted during the year. 

This jurisdiction does not publish a report on corre- 
spondence but the following note by the Grand Recorder 
takes its place: 

Our Jurisdition is small in numbers, and the Council extends 
over a great extent of country. We as yet cannot afford to present 
a report on foreign correspondence, however concise, and therefore 
the Grand Master, seeking to have the members of the Grand Coun- 
cil closer in touch with the spirit of the Order in other Jurisdic- 
tions, made the request that each Grand Representative submit a 
report individually of the jurisdiction he represents. Plainly 
speaking, this set many of them to thinking and really, in my opin- 
ion, made them look into Cryptic matters with closer attention. It 
may have been an "innovation" on the ordinary routine, but Com- 
panions in other jurisdictions, allow me to say that the attention 
given to reading of the reports, the genuine information gained by 
those present, amply repaid the effort, and gave all present an in- 
centive to still work to the true advancement of the Order in Ore- 
gon. Remember that though we are still small numerically, Oregon 
Royal and Select Masters have respect to those whose teachings 
have guided us, and will yet be heard from. 

Horatio H. Parker, Portland, Grand Master. 

Seth L. Pope, Portland, Grand Recorder. 



PENNSYLVANIA, 1907. 

The Grand Council of Pennsylvania has a different title 
from any of the other jurisdictions, styling itself the 
"Grand Council of Royal and Select Master Masons." New 
York made an effort a few years ago to make this change 
but it failed to carry. 

The sixty-first annual assembly was held in Philadel- 
phia, January 15, 1907. The address of Grand Master Wol- 
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fertz is a very fine paper and shows his devotion to the in- 
terest of the Craft. He reports death of distinguished Com- 
panions in other Grand Jurisdictions and Michigan's list 
is by far the longest of them all. He made visits to 24 of 
the 25 Councils, probably a larger majority than any other 
Grand Master. Everything seems to be prospering in that 
jurisdiction. He decided that there was no law which 
would allow the conferring of degrees upon Companions 
elected in foreign jurisdictions, thus refused a request from 
Indiana to complete work of Logansport Council. 

During the year he had the Grand Recorder prepare 
a leaflet on Cryptic Masonry, and 5,000 copies were printed 
and distributed, and a supply sent to each Council, with the 
following letter: 

Illustrious Companions: I am sending you by mail today a 
supply of leaflets giving a brief History of the Cryptic Rite. If 
properly distributed there is no reason why they should not create 
an interest in Cryptic Masonry. 

Mail them with your Monthly Notices to your members, who 
take an active interest in the Council. 

When you need an additional supply write to the Grand Re- 
corder. With a little energetic work this fall, 1906 will be the 
banner year in Cryptic Masonry. 

The many commendations received proved that the 
leaflet was a grand success and he says: "Showed many 
Royal Arch Masons the way to see the Light beyond the 
Ninth Arch." The composition of this leaflet is unusually 
good and places the Cryptic Rite in the proper light before 
members in the Capitular fraternity. For the benefit of this 
jurisdiction it is herewith quoted in full : 

The Cryptic Rite of Freemasonry — Royal and Select 
Master Masons. 

The degrees of Royal Master and Select Master — the Eighth 
and Ninth of the American adaptation of the York Rite — and 
whfch comprises the Cryptic Rite of Freemasonry, with the ap- 
pendant or honorary degree of Super Excellent Master, truly furn- 
ish the Keystone which binds together the Symbolic Arch of 
Ancient Craft Masonry. 
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Unfortunately, the fact that the Order of Knights Templar — 
the popularly recognized end of the so-called higher degrees of 
the American system of Freemasonry — failed to make the pos- 
session of the Cryptic Rite a prerequisite, has served to keep the 
Cryptic Rite in the background, and to retard its natural growth. 
The Rite has had to depend upon the enthusiastic praise of those 
who have wandered into the Crypt and beheld its beauties. 

The origin of these degrees have been the subject of dis- 
pute, more than ordinary zealous because it was complicated with 
the subject of jurisdiction. As a matter of fact, they have been 
communicated by Inspectors-General of the Ancient Accepted 
Scottish Rite in Councils of Princes of Jerusalem and in Coun- 
cils of Royal and Select Masters, either in organic connection with 
the body known as the Generad Grand Council of the United 
States or with the Grand Council of some state thereof. They 
have also been conferred in Councils appurtenant to Chapters as 
in Texas, or treated directly as constituent degrees of Royal Arch 
Masonry as in Virginia. The persistent life and power of these 
degrees, under such varying circumstances, and the fact that, by 
a steady, if slow, development, they are obtaining a recognition 
and appreciation hitherto unknown, is evidence that Cryptic 
Masonry must, and does represent nc small share of legendary 
truth, preserved to succeeding generations from those older days 
of Masonic wisdom which no man can number. More than a 
century has passed since the introduction of these degrees into 
this country. They came from Europe; but, like the Royal Arch 
and other degrees of Freemasonry their origin is unknown. As 
early as 1766 they were conferred in the city of Albany, and in 
1783 they were conferred in Charleston, S. C, by the Grand Lodge 
of Perfection. In 1792 the Select Masters Degree was conferred in 
Baltimore, Maryland, under the authority of a "Grand Council of 
Select Masters." 

In thus considering our origin and tracing our descent, we 
may safely assert that our extraction is ■ honorable, and compares 
favorably with any of the bodies that came into existence con- 
temporaneously with us. We are not the illegitimate offspring of 
the Scottish or any other Rite, nor are our liturgies the side de- 
grees of any system. Our inception may be traced by internal 
evidence to the Ancient York Rite, the mother of all speculative 
Masonry. Our birth was that of an independent organization, 
with no fealty or other incident of servitude to any foreign bod> r . 
Our growth and development has been upon the lines of freedom 
that characterize the York Rite, and distinguish it from all others. 
Our government is in consonance with the cherished principles of 
democratic equality first practiced by the Masonic Guild, while 



Digitized by 



Google 



PENNSYLVANIA. 73 

our symbolism,, allegories and moral teachings complete and form 
perfect the Masonic system of the York-American Rite. 

The first permanent body of Select Masons was a Council at 
Windsor, Vt., in 1817. In 1819 a Grand Council of Select Masters 
was formed in Connecticut. In 1880 a convention composed of 
representatives of twenty-two Grand Councils met at Detroit and 
adopted a constitution, which when ratified by nine Grand Coun- 
cils, was to become operative. By February, 1881, the requisite 
number of Grand Councils had ratified the constitution, and the 
first assembly of the General Grand Council was held in Denver, 
Colorado, in August, 1883. 

ROYAL MASTERS DEGREE. 

This degree is preparatory to and intimately connected with 
that of Select Master, and contains most valuable information 
necessary to undertsand correctly the preceding degrees. It also 
presents one great Masonic idea — that of the laborer seeking his 
reward. The idea is most beautifully symbolized in the degree of 
Royal Master, and is appreciated by all candidates, and should 
actuate all Royal Arch Masons to that proficiency, fervency and 
zeal that should characterize those who have been exalted to the 
august and sublime degree of Royal Arch Mason. . 

SELECT MASTERS DEGREE. 

Is the most interesting degree in Ancient Craft Masonry, with- 
out a knowledge of which the history of the Royal Arch degree is 
not complete; nor is a man a Master Mason in deed and in truth 
until he is possession of the Royal Master and Select Masters De- 
grees. The latter degree rationally accounts for the concealment 
and preservation of those essential secrets which were buried in 
darkness for a period of four hundred and seventy years from the 
Masonic eye, but brought to light at the building of the second 
Temple. And a knowledge of those essentials is necessary to 
clearly comprehend all the preceding degrees, and complete the 
circle of Masonic science. This degree explains why King Solomon 
selected twenty-four true, tried and trusty, and skillful craftsmen, 
together with the three Grand Masters (making twenty-seven and 
no more) , to complete an important part of King Solomon's Temple. 

OPINIONS OF DISTINGUISHED MASONS. 

The legends as unfolded in the Lodge and Chapter are in- 
complete and imperfect without the story as told in the Cryptic 
Degrees. One of these degrees antedates all of the so-called 
higher degrees of Masonry, with the single exception of the Royal 
Arch. To the origin and development of these degrees the best 
Masonic writers of the present day are given attention, have pro- 
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nounced their beauties and affirmed their legitimate and ancient 
origin. 

Our forms and ceremonies are beautifully impressive and 
appeal touchingly to the better nature of mankind. They bring to 
light much useful and instructive, and gild the Masonic super- 
structure with ideal grandeur. The laborers in the Secret Vault 
are faithfully rewarded in their search for light and the typical illus- 
trations that are presented to novitiates, appeal strongly to their 
finer sensibilities and lead them to a brighter and more hopeful 
appreciation of the gifts granted us by our Supreme Grand Master. 
Illustrated by its light, the secrets of the Ninth Arch will richly 
repay the knowledge-seeking Companion for his labors. 

THE RITE IN PENNSYLVANIA. 

The history of the Cryptic Rite in Pennsylvania has not been 
remarkable, but has had a steady substantial growth. On Decem- 
ber 6th, 1847, the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters was 
organized, three Councils being constituent thereto, viz. : Washing- 
ton No. 1, of Washington, Pa. ; Mt. Moriah No. 2, *of Pittsburg, 
Pa., and Lone Star No. 3, of Texas. From that date our Grand 
Council has maintained its continuous existence, and retained its 
control over the Cryptic Degrees, and today is composed of twenty- 
five constituent Councils with an enrolled membership of nearly 
four thousand members. 

The headquarters of the Grand Council of Royal and Select 
Master Masons of Pennsylvania is at present in charge of Illus- 
trious Companion Frank W. Martenis, Right Puissant Grand Re- 
corder, Room 1, South Bethlehem National Bank Building, South 
Bethlehem, Pa. 

The Grand Master expresses his opinion that the pres- 
ent ritual in use in that jurisdiction should be revised, so 
as to have one standard lecture for each degree. Under 
the title of recommendations he urges that in addition to 
the regular mileage each representative shall receive $5.00. 
He recommends an appropriation of $250 for use of Grand 
Master in making visitations, and that the salary of Grand 
Recorder be increased to at least $400 as the membership 
has increased fifty per cent and the work of the office has 
doubled since he took the position. 

Grand Recorder Martenis makes an excellent report. 
He compiled a form of minutes and distributed copies there- 
of in book form to each Council. His statistics show the 
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present membership to be 3,814. Little over half as many 
as Michigan. 

The Finance Committee concurred in the financial rec- 
ommendations of the Grand Master, and further appropria- 
ted $25 to the Correspondence Committee, $90 rent of 
Grand Recorder's office, $25 to the Masonic Home, $60 for 
copying and binding forty copies of the new ritual, and 
$60 for testimonial to retiring Grand Master. A reprint 
of the proceedings of 1896 was ordered printed. 

A fine steel engraving of George W. Kendricks, Jr., 
one of Pennsylvania's noted Masons, and Grand Master in 
1886, is printed in the proceedings, and the portrait of John 
L. Long, Grand Master, 1888 faces a memorial page dedi- 
cated to the fraternal dead. 

The annual review is the work of Grand Recorder 
Martenis. Michigan for 1906 received his attention. He 
quotes many extracts from address of Grand Master 
Church. 

Carl A. Sundstrom, Philadelphia, Grand Master. 

Frank W. Martenis, South Bethlehem, Grand Re- 
corder. 



SOUTH CAROLINA, 1907. 

The forty-eighth annual assembly of the Grand Council 
of South Carolina was held in Charleston, February 8, 
1907. An innovation in Masonry was introduced into this 
Grand Council, as it is stated that Grand Master George S. 
Mower then proceeded to deliver his annual address and the 
following note is attached: 

Note. — The address of the Grand Master was delivered orally. 
He promised to write it out for insertion in the minutes, but as it 
has not come to hand, and the minutes must go to the printer, the 
Grand Recorder can briefly summarize the address from memory. 

After the address the Grand Master appointed the 
Committees and among them is one on Grand Master's ad- 
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dress. We imagine it would be little difficult for .the Com- 
mittee to act in the usual manner on a verbal address. 

Grand Recorder Davis' statistics show the jurisdiction 
numbers 203 members and six Councils. Michigan's Grand 
Representative failed to put in his appearance and be 
counted. 

This jurisdiction however, is up-to-date and accepts 
the annual review made by Grand Recorder Davis, which 
covers thirty- two pages of the proceedings. Of this report 
he says : 

They are the only sourcec of infomation as to what is going 
on in other jurisdictions by the members of subordinate Councils, 
at least three copies being sent to each Council. But if these copies 
are thrown aside, and the officers and members do not value them 
sufficiently to read them through, then they are a useless expense, 
and a waste of time and money. I have tried to report only what 
would help my Companions, and if the benefit they derive from my 
feeble efforts are half as great as the pleasure I have enjoyed in 
the preparation, I shall feel amply repaid. 

Michigan for 1906 is reviewed in nearly one page of 
space. Of our proceedings he says : 

The pamphlet is the largest in Volume of all annual' proceed- 
ings which come to us, and contains fine cuts of six Grand and 
Past Grand Officers. 

George S. Mower, Newberry, Grand Master. 

Zimmerman Davis, Charleston, Grand Recorder. 



TENNESSEE, 1908. 

The fifty-eighth annual was held in Nashville, Janu- 
ary 27, 1908. The portrait of R. Leslie Chiles, Grand Mas-, 
ter for the new year forms the frontispiece. 

Grand Master Hart makes a short business-like ad- 
dress of two pages. He made no other visits than to his 
own Council and was not asked for any dispensations. He 
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recommended the appropriation of $25.00 to the Library 
Association and $50.00 to the endowment fund of the Wid- 
ows' and Orphans' Home. 

A resolution was adopted that 2,500 copies of the leaf- 
let descriptive of Cryptic Masonry sent out by the Grand 
Council of Pennsylvania be printed by the Grand Recorder 
and distributed among the subordinate Councils. A special 
by-law was adopted for the convenience of Companions 
who do not wish to go too far to receive the degrees. It is 
quoted in full as follows: 

Section 1. Whenever any member of a Royal Arch Chapter 
in this Grand Jurisdiction, located at a point where there is no 
regular Council of Royal and Select Masters, shall be desirous of 
receiving the degrees of Cryptic Masonry, he shall be required to file 
a petition therefor, with the nearest regular Council to his place of 
residence; and if elected to receive said degrees and the place of 
meeting of said Council being at too great a distance for said peti- 
tioner to conveniently attend its meetings, to receive the same; and 
should said petitioner express a desire to have said degrees con- 
ferred upon him at the Annual Assembly of this Grand Council, 
then it shall be the duty of the Recorder of said Council in which 
said petitioner is elected to furnish him a certificate of his election, 
and upon his filing said certificate with the Grand Recorder, it shall 
be the duty of the Grand Council to provide for the conferring of 
said degrees upon said petitioner, collecting the regular fees there- 
for as provided in the by-laws of the Council in which he was 
elected, and pay the same to the Recorder of said Council, and when 
said petitioner shall have received the degrees of Cryptic Masonry 
as above provided, he shall become a member of the Subordinate. 
Council in which he was elected. 

Sec. 2. It is further provided that in case the Council to which 
such petition shall be presented is in such condition as to be unable 
to meet and act thereon prior to the Annual Assembly of the Grand 
Council (said petition having been filed with the Recorder of said 
Council not later than the date of its stated meeting in December), 
then said Council may present a request to this. Grand Council un- 
der seal, signed by nine of its members in good standing, including 
the Thrice Illustrious Master and Recorder, setting forth its in- 
ability to meet and requesting this Grand Body to receive and act 
upon said petition in its stead and confer said degree. Said petitioner 
to become a member of said Subordinate Council upon receiving 
the degrees as herein provided. If, however, said Council shall fail 
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to either act upon said petition or to formally request the Grand 
Council to act thereon, then, upon the request of said petitioner, the 
Most Illustrious Grand Master may, in his discretion, issue a dis- 
pensation authorizing the next nearest active Council to the peti- 
tioner's place of residence to receive and act upon said petition as 
heretofore provided. This by-law shall in no wise interfere with 
the privilege granted to Subordinate Councils by resolution on page 
9 of the proceedings of 1907, to-wit: In any Chapter room in their 
respective jurisdictions for the purpose of conferring said degrees. 

The Jurisprudence Committee recommended the ap- 
pointment of a Grand Lecturer and that the sum of $100 
be set aside for his expenses. A Committee was appointed 
to codify the decisions, resolutions and by-laws of Grand 
Council. The statistics showed a total membership of 802. 

The annual review is by Companion M. F. Flenniken. 
Michigan for 1907 has two full pages, which is more than 
the average. Of Grand Master's address he said : 

There is so much of good arid so little that is bad in the Grand 
Master's address and the proceedings that we hardly know where 
to begin, but the first we note the Grand Master strongly urges 
visiting by Grand Officers as has been shown in the large number 
of degrees conferred by the fifteen Councils visited by him, there 
having been 393 passed the circle as against eighty-one the previous 
year. 

He does not approve of our method of making excep- 
tions in the case of Thrice Illustrious Master in conferring 
the Super Excellent degrees and says: "Why make a dif- 
ference in the T. I. M.? Is he not amenable to all law and 
usages as other Council members?" 

On the General Grand Council subject he further said : 

Companion Conover, for the committee appointed to visit the 
General Grand at Boston, in making his report reviews the forma- 
tion of the General Grand and the causes leading up to its or- 
ganization, and reviews the proceedings of General Grand Councils 
in past years where efforts had been made to secure the allegiance 
of Michigan to the General Grand. The committee recommend that 
the report be printed in the proceedings and no further action taken, 
which recommendation was adopted after full discussion. 

So, Michigan, after admitting that it is a good thing to belong 
to the General Grand, remains out in the cold and largely because 
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of the change in raising revenue to meet the expense of the General 
Grand, which would entail an expense of $127.00 under the present 
system as against $37.00 under the old, and this, too, in view of 
the fact that they have a balance in the Treasury of $3,250.00. 

R. Leslie Chiles, Knoxville, Grand Master. 

William A. Clendening, Nashville, Grand Recorder. 



TEXAS, 1907. 

The Companions of the Councils of Royal and Select 
Masters which had been acting under Grand Chapter su- 
pervision met in the city of Waco, and revived the old Grand 
Council, making this as they claim the fifty-second annual 
assembly. 

The proceedings give an historical account of the or- 
ganization of the Grand Council and of its merger in 1864 
with the Grand Chapter. It is stated that the degrees of 
Royal and Select Master have never been conferred in 
Chapters of Royal Arch Masons in Texas, but in Councils 
opened and closed in due and ancient form, with none pres- 
ent but Select Masters; nor have officers of Chapters been 
ex-officio officers of the Council unless they were Royal 
and Select Masters. This action should save their candi- 
dates from the necessity of being healed in visiting other 
Councils. After a full and complete canvass of the situa- 
tion in Grand Chapter at its annual convention in 1907, a 
Committee to whom the matter was referred, recommended 
the separation of the two Bodies, and went further than 
any Grand Chapter in doing so, as they take a paternal in- 
terest in the Grand Council and make it obligatory for each 
petitioner to the Chapter to sign a petition to the Council 
and pay the fee therefor, thus establishing a doctrine that 
Chapters shall dictate how far its candidates must go to 
complete their Masonic education. 

The first of the proceedings of the new Grand Council 
ppens as follows : 
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On Tuesday, the third day of December, A. D. 1907, at 8 
o'clock p. m., a Convention of Royal and Select Masters was called 
to order in the Grand Chapter Room in the Masonic Temple, City 
of Waco, Texas, by Companion John L. Terrell, by virtue of and 
under the authority of a call by the several Subordinate Councils 
in the State of Texas, the consent of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter 
of Texas, and the express authority of Companion Robert M. Elgin, 
Most Illustrious Grand Master of the Grand Council of Texas (for 
some time past not at labor). 

On mqtion, Companion Sam. P. Cohran was made and elected 
Chairman of the Convention, and Companion John A. Bryan, Sec- 
retary. 

The purpose of the meeting was explained to be the re-forma- 
tion or rehabilitation of the Grand Council of Texas. 

Representatives from 121 of the 215 Councils of that 
jurisdiction were present. A letter and dispensation was 
read from Robert N. Elgin, Most Illustrious Grand Master 
of the former Grand Council who had held over, authoriz- 
ing the reopening of the Grand Council, so that it appears 
that everything was done consistent with placing this Grand 
Council on proper footing to be recognized. The follow- 
ing resolution was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the M. E. High Priest, Ex. King and Ex. 
Scribe of each Subordinate Chapter of Royal Arch Masons under 
the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of Texas, who are, ex-officio, 
the three principal officers of the Councils heretofore appended to 
such Subordinate Chapters, respectively, shall be considered to be, 
and are hereby declared to be, respectively, until the next regular 
election of officers, the Thrice Illustrious Master, the Right Illus- 
trious Deputy Master and the Illustrious Principal Conductor of the 
Work of their respective Councils, they having received the degrees 
of Royal and Select Master, and they shall be so named in the Char- 
ters to be issued to such Councils by this Grand Council; and that 
all Past High Priests of such Chapters, being ex-oMcio Past Thrice 
Illustrious Masters, shall be, and are hereby declared to be, Past 
Thrice Illustrious Masters of their respective Councils, and as such 
shall be members of this Grand Council, and that the Treasurer and 
Secretary of Chapters be the Treasurer and Recorder of their re- 
spective Councils until the next election. 

A communication was sent to former Grand Master 
Elgin informing him of the action. A resolution of thanks. 
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to the Grand Council of Kentucky was passed in gratitude 
for the courtesy extended in conferring the Super Excel- 
lent degree upon Deputy Grand Master Charles F. Smith, 
and granting him authority of conferring the same. Nec- 
essary steps were taken to incorporate the Grand Council 
under the laws of Texas. Upon proper petitioning and 
recommendation charters were granted to ten new Councils 
to be hereafter constituted. This now makes the Grand 
Council of Texas. at once the youngest and biggest Grand 
Council of 215 Councils and 12,580 members. Now, Michi- 
gan, please step down into fourth place; and you, Ohio, 
and Massachusetts, please take off your hats to the baby, 
and subside into second and third places. We wish you God 
speed, Companions of Texas, in your noble undertaking. 

John L. Terrell, Terrell, Grand Master. 
John A. Bryan, Cleburne, Grand Recorder. 



VERMONT, 1907. 

The good natured countenance of George F. Root, 
Grand Master, beams forth from the frontispiece of the pro- 
ceedings of the fifty-fourth annual assembly which was 
held in Burlington, June 11, 1907. Seventeen Councils were 
represented, total roll of 73 members. 

Companion Root was present at the Triennial in Bos- 
ton but says there is hardly any report to make as the pro- 
ceedings were all in the papers at the time. Surely he got 
off easy. He made visitations to four Councils during the 
year. His recommendations were as follows : 

I believe, as did my illustrious predecessor, P. G. M. Brewster, 
that Article X of the General Regulations should be changed, and I 
would recommend, as did he, the following: 

The M. I. Grand Master shall, not later than September 1 in 
each year, divide the several Councils into districts and assign each 
district to one of the Grand Officers for visitation and inspection. 
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Notice of such division and assignment shall be sent to each 
of the officers of the Grand Council and to each of the subordinate 
Councils. 

The officers assigned to the several districts shall visit and 
inspect all the Councils in their charge at least once a year, arrang- 
ing with the respective T. I. Masters for the date of such visits as 
early as possible after their appointment. 

Each subordinate Council so visited shall exemplify before the 
visiting officer the degree of Royal, Select and S. E. Masters for his 
inspection, whether an actual candidate be available or not. 

The inspecting officer shall note carefully and correct any de- 
parture from the prescribed ritual, carefully examine the records 
and by-laws, ascertain the state of the finances, and see if dues are 
properly collected in each Council visited. 

Each of the inspecting officers shall make a written report in 
full to the M. I. Grand Master not later than May I, each year, of 
his official acts. 

He is firmly convinced that all Councils should have 
dues of at least fifty cents in order to carry a balance in 
the Treasury to meet expenses. Amen ! 

The Grand Recorder has a new ritual ready for dis- 
tribution and it seems that each Council is required to pur- 
chase a sufficient quantity for their officers. Of the condi- 
tions of the Rite the Grand Master says: 

The reports of the several Councils will show the standing of 
this Grand Body, and in order to keep pace with the Lodge, Chap- 
ter and Commandery, we must work, work, work. Meet regularly 
and practice. Get your officers familiar with the ritual and floor 
work. Let the officers enthuse and that will enthuse the Compan- 
ions, and pretty soon you will have prospective candidates enthused. 
Get what paraphernalia you can, and if you get a chance to visit 
other Councils, improve that chance and see how they do the work; 
but above all, put your soul into it and make the Cryptic Rite in 
Vermont what it should be. 

The statistical table of Grand Recorder shows a total 
membership of 1,325, of which 60 received the degrees 
during the year. The Committee on Grievances were out 
of a job as they could find none. 

The new ritual reported by the Grand Recorder was 
accepted and adopted. 
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The annual review is by Companion Marsh O. Per- 
kins. Michigan for 1906 is given two pages of his space. 
On the ritual subject, he says: 

As an act of courtesy, he granted permission to the Grand 
Recorder to present Companion Warvelle of Illinois with a copy of 
their ritual. One might think this was a harmless act and a cour- 
tesy that might be fraternally extended to other members of the 
Guild. But the Jurisprudence Committee held it to be an excep- 
tional case, for while approving of the same they rose to remark : 

But in view of the fact that we are an independent body, your 
committee would not recommend that permission be extended the 
same courtesy to the several Grand Councils. 

In view of the fact that a committee from the Grand Council 
visited Boston at the time of the triennial, in response to an invita- 
tion extended by the General Grand Master, and that Michigan has 
under consideration the question of becoming a constituent of the 
General Grand Body, possibly a change may come over the spirit 
of their dreams as to the expediency of exercising these fraternal 
courtesies. If so, we would be pleased to have Companion Conover 
remember us with the assurance of a hearty reciprocation. 

Companion, the change failed to come over the spirit 
of our dreams. We are still basking in the sunshine of 
the belief that Michigan is the only jurisdiction on earth 
worth associating with and as our ritual is such a "holy 
book" it cannot be entrusted to the unclean hands of Com- 
panions Royal and Select Masters of other jurisdictions 
whom we have already recognized and have appointed 
Grand Representatives to and received from. When a juris- 
diction gets so narrow minded that it thinks its ritual the 
"only thing on earth" it is time to get "a jar" and be 
brought to realize that there are thinking Masons in other 
jurisdictions that "know a thing or two" and have also 
read biblical history and Masonic legends and know wheth- 
er a ritual conforms to them or not. Personally, I believe 
that nearly every jurisdiction has ideas in its ritual that 
would be improvements to others, and a combination of 
the best and most historical parts of all would make an ideal 
ritual. I am not in favor of continual ritual tinkering but 
I do believe that when one jurisdiction is looking for light 
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and makes the request of another for an exchange of rituals 
it is only an act of common decency to comply with the re- 
quest, provided of course, it is a recognized jurisdiction. 
By referring to Warvelle's comments in the Correspond- 
ence Report last year you can see what he thinks of the 
exchange. But we must be bound by the edicts promul- 
gated and as our eyes are not yet open we cannot exchange 
with you, Companion Perkins, and must bide our time to 
find out what you have got "good" in yours. 

David A. Elliott, White River Junction, Grand Mas- 



ter. 



Henry H. Jtoss, Burlington, Grand Recorder. 



WASHINGTON, 1907. 

The twelfth annual was held in Tacoma, June 15, 1907. 
Seven Councils were represented and Companion William 
H. Acuff was there to represent Michigan's interest. In 
opening his annual address, Grand Master Stone says : 

Twelve years ago this month, a small band of earnest Royal 
Arch Masons met in this beautiful city on Commencement bay, and 
here organized the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of 
the State of Washington. Of the company who assembled here on 
that occasion a goodly number are with us today. 

With much pleasure I welcome you, Companions, to the 
Twelfth Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select 
Masters of Washington, as we meet in this beloved home city of 
our Council under circumstances so favorable, and I bespeak for 
every member present a most pleasant and profitable session. To our 
visiting Companions, and especially to the representatives of other 
Grand Jurisdictions who are with us today I extend a most cordial 
greeting. We rejoice in the friendly relations which exist between 
this and all other sister Grand Jurisdictions. 

Peace, plenty and a marked degree of prosperity has been our 
heritage since last we separated. 

Grand Master notes the fact that Washington has been 
scored in several instances for being so slow in publishing 
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its proceedings and recommends that they be published 
within ninety days after the assembly shall close. Mine 
was received December 14, a little over "ninety" days. 
He takes courage from the reports that come to him from 
the larger jurisdictions, Michigan among them, all showing 
healthy growth. This is a small jurisdiction numbering 
690 Companions. 

A Committee was authorized to procure Grand Officers' 
aprons for the next annual assembly. The various Com- 
mittees had nothing to bring for consideration of Grand 
Council. 

The Grand Recorder was authorized to procure a reg- 
ister of members and also twenty rituals for use of Grand 
Officers and Councils. 

The annual review is by Companion Edward R. Hare, 
Grand Recorder. Michigan for 1906 is reviewed. Of the 
Grand Master's address he says: 

After opening his address with a glowing tribute to Masonry 
and what it means to man, he proceeds to give an account of his 
official acts in a businesslike manner. His address shows him to 
have been an active, enthusiastic officer, who attended to the duties 
of his office with promptness and dispatch. Three new Councils 
were organized during his administration, one at Houghton, one at 
Marquette, and one at Howell. He made official visits to many of 
the Councils, mostly in the upper country. 

He also notes how the Grand Lecturer's report was 
written by his wife. 

James H. Begg, Seattle, Grand Master. 
Edward R. Hare, Tacoma, Grand Recorder. 



WISCONSIN, 1907. 

The semi-centennial assembly was held February 19, 
1907, Henry Smith, Grand Master presiding. In opening 
his annual address he refers to historical points of interest, 
which shows that the Grand Council Was formed by dele- 
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gates from Beloit, Janesville, and Madison Councils, who 
met in Janesville, October 28, 1857. These three Councils 
held their charters from the Grand Council of Ohio. In 
1878 the Grand Council merged with the Grand Chapter 
until 1872 when the merger was rescinded. He says Cryp- 
tic Masonry in Wisconsin was in rather a hazy condition 
to within the past ten years, since which time new life and 
vigor has been introduced in the several Councils. 

He granted dispensation for a new Council at Superior. 
The regulations for conferring the Super Excellent degree 
in this jurisdiction are as follows : 

The Super Excellent Masters degree may be conferred at their 
option provided that at all times each degree shall be conferred with 
the dignity and decorum intended by the ritual. And provided 
further that if not so conferred the Most Illustrious Grand Master 
shall be empowered to revoke the Charter of the offending Council. 
Neither of such degrees shall in any event be communicated. 

Michigan's Grand Representative did not appear in the 
report on Credentials. The table of statistics shows the 
number of members to be 2,344, divided in twenty-three 
Councils. 

The jurisdiction met with a severe loss in the death of 
Past Grand Master Fred Ring who was an energetic and 
enthusiastic worker for the interest of Cryptic Masonry in 
that jurisdiction. 

"Fraternal Correspondence" is the title of the annual 
review by Jacob Dreher. In opening he says: 

In the various jurisdictions, we are pleased to note, the watch- 
word now is WORK. The "pre-requisite" idea has been dropped, 
and is seldom broached. 

The Rite is progressing and prospering. Nearly every juris- 
diction reports increased membership not only, but also increased, 
interest in the work. 

It is interesting to note the various expedients that are sug- 
gested to stimulate the growth of the Rite. We are glad to note, 
however, that nearly all Grand Masters are urging upon their sub- 
ordinates the holding of assemblies regularly, selecting good officers, 
giving the work that necessary attention which its proper rendition 
requires, and- above all, conferring the degrees in a dignified 
manner. 
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We do not like the brass-band brand of Freemasonry. Let us, 
rather, in a quiet and unostentatious way, do our work and perform 
our Masonic duties. 

Michigan for 1906 is granted nearly three pages of his 
space and is a very careful review. He quotes liberally 
from Grand Master Church's address. He thinks our pro- 
ceedings are a "complete and well arranged volume of pro- 
ceedings." 

R. B. Lang, Racine, Grand Master. 

William W. Perry, Milwaukee, Grand Recorder. 



CONCLUSION. 



I have reviewed the proceedings of the following 
jurisdictions : 

Alabama 1907 Mississippi 1907 

Arkansas 1907 Missouri 1907 

California 1907 Nebraska 1907 

Colorado 1907 New Brunswick .... 1907 

Connecticut 1907 New Hampshire .... 1907 

England 1907 New Jersey 1907 

Georgia 1907 New York 1907 

Illinois 1907 North Carolina 1907 

Indiana 1907 Ohio 1907 

Indian Territory .... 1907 Oregon 1907 

Iowa 1907 Pennsylvania 1907 

Kansas 1907 South Carolina 1907 

Kentucky 1907 Tennessee 1908 

Maine* 1907 Texas 1907 

Maryland 1906 Vermont l 9®7 

Massachusetts 1906 Washington 1907 

Minnesota 1907 Wisconsin 1907 

The proceedings of Florida and Rhode Island are not 
published annually and have not yet been received. 
Fraternally submitted, 

CHARLES A. CONOVER, 

Grand Recorder. 
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